V.—THE LOFFODEN FISHERY IN 1880.*

By Lieut. NIELS JUEL.

The f0110wing report concerning the Loffoden fishery in 1880 was pre-
Pareq for His Majesty the King, by Niels Juel, first lieutenant in the
12vy, chief inspector of that fishery:

he work of inspection continued from January 16 to April 14, over
"¢ Tegion from Loffoden to Guldvigen. The force consisted of 8 officers,
Inferior officer, 2 mates, 3 foremen, 21 seamen, and 1 cook. Its dis-
Ution is shown in the annexed Table I. The time of its arriva1 at

*%oden was a8 follows: January 16, the chief inspector and 2 men.
Fanuary 18, 1 officer and 4 men. January 25, 3 officers and 20 men.
t-e Tary 1, 7 officers and all the men. February 3, the entire inspec-

101 foree,
th ince, at the close of the month of January this year, fewer boa..ts
lsa'“ Usual had arrived, only 1,800 against 3,100 in 1879, and 2,200 in

7 . RO 8erious detriment followed from the small inspecting force at the

egl.nning of the fishery. The inspecting party was not ordered to meet
at ther 8imply because of the scantiness of the appropriation. If, will
ag © S5ame time be unfortunate if such an arrangement be esta,bhsl%ed

& Tule; the fact that there was no further injury to the preservation
cir:rder or the service in general this year was simply because of the
the "Mstance that from tho 20th of J anuary to the end of the month

e were only three days in which the weather allowed the ﬂshgrm.en
spec T088 West Fjord. Because of the steamer’s schedule, the chief in-
A c_t()r, together with the officers and men, departed on the .13l:h _Of
: F]Dru, With the exception of one officer, who remained at stations in

Cery “tad unti] the inspection closed at midnight on the 1dth. The offi-
cigh Wex:e employed on the average seventy-eight days,. and the men
Day J-8ix, or, if the traveling-days be excluded, seventy-nine dz?ys. The
averof the Inspecting force amounted to 140 crowns ($37.52) daily. The
th age combined pay of the officers was 624 crowns ($167.23), and of

)
%crowns (849.58).

L7
Sc;.f,;:fe fl’“'J"schefen ved Lofotfiskeriet. Lofotfiskerict, 1880. Kristiania. Trykt hos Chr.
NOTE * Translateq by TARLETON H. BEAN.

Obta;\lt' Will be observed that the totals in some of the gta.tisticu.l ta.bl?s ?anno;
Wing, dne‘} by adding their component parts. Whether this is due to omissions o
s “tails or to typographical errors cannot now be determined, and the original

0](1 ]ueed without change.—Tr.
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In the report of last year, pages 5 to 9, as well as in the estimate for
1881, 1 set forth strongly the necessity of an increased appropriation,
Partly because the inspection force is at present inadequate for the
8reatly increased labor of late years, partly because the wages are too
Ow, absolutely as well as relatively to the requirements which ought to

e found in the personnel of the inspection, and in part because many
®Xpenses, such as hoisting signals, placing beacons, lodging for the men,

gether with printing the report, amounted to not a little. I cannot
Sufficiently insist upon it that the claim which has been made for an
Inereaged appropriation has not been called forth by a desire to make
tl_le inspection more absolutely effective, but it is based upon the neces-
Sity of takin g such measures as will prevent its retrograding as an insti-
tuti()n’ and it is doing this now, because the increased number of people
0d the exigencies of the times demand a larger force as well as increased
®apability and activity in it. From Table II it will be seen that while

€ Proportion between the inspecting force and the total number of fish-
“Imep, mariners, and other tradesmen was, from 1861 to 1862, as 1 to 500,
% Was in 1880 as 1 to 840,

Under the last two heads are given the cost of the inspection, which
.38 always been set forth as so considerable, deducting what was paid
lll.to the treasury in the shape of fines or for telegrams. Herefrom it
Vil be geen that this has been from .82 to 1.33 crowns (22 cents to 36
eents) for each adult male who has been present during the fishing.
) Ohe compares the expenses of the inspection with the other expenses
Wlll’mg the fishery he will find out that last year the loss of implements
ti:,s 83 times as great as the cost of inspection; the cost of bait was '10
clotis' as great as the cost of inspection; the wear and tear of skin-

R llng was 10 times as great as the cost of inspection; the wear and

AT of bed-clothing was twice as great as the cost of inspection.

We remember that the inspection, whose operations include vessels
N 0ffoden, together with the mercantile class in many parts of the coun-
Yy Never costs one-half as much as the wear and tear of the fishermen’s
s:él‘CIchixlg may be estimated at, the sum of 23,000 crowns ($6,164)
8 insignificant. In comparison with the duties its cost was nearly
® 8ame as the import duties upon the sugar and coffee which were con-
Med during the fishing, and a couple of thousand crowns (8536) less
n the duties upon fish imported.
\Vor?(me have thought that tho inspecting pzu:ty might facilitate. it.s
lar ¢ by associating with it a voluntary inspection by the people simi-
utv° that established at Stndmore by a law of June 6,1878. The chief
injﬁnog this inspection shall, according to law, c9ns1st in “s'eekmg by
at g ction anqd warning to prevent as far as possible” violation of law
dOubt% How. far the public morals will be improved lxerﬁeby is, however,
are gq ul, for it is not through ignorance or lack of warning that offenses
difg mitted at sea, but because the fisherman knows that itis extre.amely
cult to get full proof of them. Lven if information to the police be

iny,

8y
th
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made a duty of citizenship it still lacks the great essential to its prom-
ised utility, namely, the ability to procure conclusive proof; for this as
a rule can be brought by the injured party alone, and often not by him,
a thing of which the police records can furnish abundant examples. 1
cannot see that an inspection by the people, that is to say, organized
in the manner proposed, can make any change in the existing state of
things, because there is now just as little want of injunction and warn-
ing as of announcements. On the contrary, the result of it will proba-
bly be that when either a single trade or people from a particular dis-
trict are present in a large majority in most of the stations they will
tyrannize over those more weakly represented. So faras I have learned,
the plan is based upon an opinion of certain people, but I think that
where such is found it involves the idea of self-management, while in the
legal method is found no trace of such an idea beyond the formal con-
dition that there shall be a choice.

The inspection imposed in all 152 fines. The nature of the offenses is
set forth in the annexed table III, which also contains a statement of
the fines imposed Dby the inspection during the last five years. The
number of fines this year is somewhat smaller than that of last year-
The diminution occurs especially in transgressions of section 10, which
is because of the fact that the fines were all imposed for individual in-
fractions of one portion of that section; also in transgressions of sec-
tion 11, which is for the reason that there was only one fishing-sea, and
its limits were better known than last year when this division first took
place.

The matter of makiug arrests (page 13 in the report for 1879) and of
anthority for sending vagrants to a house of correction (same report,
pages 74 and 75) will probably be decided in the course of the year.

TasLe III.
Number of fines received or imposed-
Offenses. Ty -yt -
1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879, | 1880-
S J— PO - .- : .-—/’;
Fines, total coceeoeeoniiiiiiioieriacrnrenrerananananaas 334 *197 188 182 15/-
P K
These consistod of : i 32
For disturbing the peace, § 6 ............cccceeiieiiia. 17 24 36 25 1
For broaking the harbor regulations, § 7 LR EET RPN 8 5 1 3
For fishing without boat-marks, $ 9. - 2 (] 2 o
For fishing too early or too late, § 10 213 104 56 09 8
For setting in unlawful waters, § 11. - 10 25 35 25
For aabbath breaking, §12 ...........ccociciiiinaiiiiiannie. D O et 1
Itor throwing ont ballast, § 13 .......coeeeiironeneuaeoi]ormneaatfiania.. b U PR |
For sailing in apite of warning, § 15................ 1 b PO AU IR F
For improper clearance, §16 ... .. ..............o....... 18 ki 19 11 1
For aailing on a holiday, §19............ 8 3 15 2 1
For improper treatment of rescued gear b2 3 1 1
For violation of beaith regulations 31 2 e 4 16
For unlawful sale of whisky ... _. 13 16 3 6 1
For unlawfal sale of beer and wine 12 1 5 3 1
Tor unlawful sale of other articlea 2 2 5 3 o
—-—-—'_/3
Finos received by amicable nrragfom ent in private matters. 18 20 20 | 20 3(138
Private matters otherwise treated, which are on the record . 162 252 257 | 428
.

* In_cl_udes for shooting ;l-der duck, 6.
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The fines amounted to 2,224 crowns ($596.03), of which 1,126 ($301.77)
fell to the state treasury, 549 ($147.13) to various local treasuries, and
549 (8147.13) to the inspecting force as their share.

By amicable adjustment in private affairs were received 13 fines,
3mounting in all to 144 crowns ($32.59), of which 66 ($17.69) went to
the Poor-fund, 2 ($0.54) to the reading-room in Stamsund, and 76 ($20.37)

the projected reading-room in Henningsvaer.

The inspecting force investigated and put on the register 188 private
C@ses concerning fishery business exclusively and also 180 other private
disputes.

Law Candidate Marcus Hegge Parelius, an attorney of the superior
court, acted as judge extraordinary. The number of cases for this year
44 the four immediately preceding it is stated in table IV below :

TaBLE IV.
\\_ . e .
| Caacs managed by tho jndges.
Cases. —— - S e B
1876, | 1877. | 1878, | 1879. | 1880.
— i
o Total. . e 33 28 29 35 49
! thege s
Wore :
PorTRIDALIONS ... .. eetiinieeseeniaat e e e caeoaeaaeaas 18 19 15 21 18
Dol CBBOB .. Ll e e 5 4 9 5 17
Podtsrations ..., .o LIl Ll 1 2 3 3
wotests. . (TTITT I 2. 1 2
Iﬁxec‘ltious. ... b2 R R I 2
Poeasea .. D11 L 1 2 3 2
¥ TVBLE diBDULOY . .eiuvuerieecaeane et i ciaeaaeairees e 1 2 5
“u R —
mz" of cases relating to:
oft . 1 10 9 13
Cg;ég..........'.'.'.’.'.".'.‘.','.'.".'.'.'.'.’.‘.'LI.'.'IZ.'.'.'I.'.'.'.'I.'Z.'IZ.': 1 1 4l
cham:li?éz ;ztpoda found ...... ... c 1 2 Blooeo...
_ Other crimgy OTRIRALIATE oo - e 5T

to(;gsthe five examinations included under “ other offenses,” four related
cide ault and one to opening letters. Of the examinations, 9 were de-
e reand the rest closed. Of the police cases, three were.a-djudged and
t-raansxt_ Settled after the fine was agreed upon. Two pohge cases were
iog erred for treatment outside the inspection district, since the par-
0 Concerned left Lefore the judgo found time to dispose of the cases.
settle(§ Cases before the special court, four were decided and one was
asSOciataft?r legal adjustment. Eleven public cases announced for the.
allgy, the_.]lldge were sent to the superior court because time did not
to thef eIr treatment during the fishing season. Qf these, seven related
Perio and four to fraud. Of eight old cases Whl(;:h were sent from the

‘I_omrtcourt for qontinuation, time a]lowe'd the dlspogal of only one.
a1 op he above it Will be seen that the judge has disposed of more
fouy time-half as many cases as the average of the four preceding years,
Page 14)‘38 ;18 many as the average from 1872 to 1875 (see report for 1879,
1840 to ]’;; 180 nefxrly one-half as many as the two judges combined from
S7l. Eighteen examinations and two police cases, for lack of
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time to dispose of them during the fishing, were sent over to the commou
court, to which, for the same reason, a not inconsiderable number of
special-court cuses were referred. The management of the examinations
by the common court will cost much more to the public treasury than
by the associate judge; the chief inspector for two years has proposed
to act on the budget, and during the fishing this vear applied for it. O
account of these increased expenses for the criminal fund the superior
magistrate in the district of Nordland,so far as I know, has undertaken
to obtain, through the department of justice, the necessary judicial
assistance during the fishery. 1f such help can be had in this way it
will be unnecessary to apply for any associate judge until the fishing
begins. Inthe contraryeventI cannot sufficiently emphasize the neces-
sity of appointing such a one as soon as the number of cases demands
it, although there is no license.

A. J. Band, director of inspection in the district of Skroven and
Ostnaesfjord, brought, as physicians, O. Ch. Chr. Eger, district physician
in Vaagen and the rest of the districts of Svolveer, Vaagen,and HopeD,
U. F. M. Poppe, of the medical corps of Henningsvaer district, Medical
Candidate H. Kjlesberg of the Ure and Stamsund districts, D. F. Schu-
macher, district physician in Buksnaes in the district of Balstad, and
H. Ommundsen, district physician of Flakstad and its dependencies-
From March 20 Medical Candidate E. Rode took charge for a week of the
medical inspection in Svolver district, and later of Hopen district also
From February 23 Ch. A, Selleg, district physician in Ofoten, took
charge of the medical inspection in Vard and Rést.

The table below shows the number of sick treated in the different
mediecal distriets:

e e —
l Sick treated.
_— P————
i
Medical district. . Of those arn—-
Total, |—————
Inthein-| pead-
firmary.
Skroven
Svolvier
Vaagene
chnlngsva:r .
teno ..%... ...
Balstad

The number of patients in proportion to the fishermen, seamen
and other tradesmen present was larger than in any of the four prece™
ing years, namely, 13.5 per cent. The number of cases of diarrllw“:
chills and fever was greater than usual. The cases of chills may possib M
in part be attributed to the want of proper house-room, since, on accO‘J‘nt
of the overcrowding in many places, it was necessary to house the 1
coming fishermen in lofts and cow-houses (even pig-pens and summe’
cow-pens were not refused). The diarrhea indeed had its origin part
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in the same condition, partly also in the want of suitable drinking-water.
Of exanthematous typhus 2 cases occurred, and of typhoid fever 77,
of which 8 ended fatally. There were 54 cages of inflammation of the
l‘mgs, with 5 deaths. The other causes of death were: Incarcerated
hf%rnia,, 4; paralysis of the brain, 3; inflammation of the brain, 2; acute
‘}’arrhoea,iz; dropsy, 2; epidemic cerebro-spinal-meningitis, 1; rheumatic
fever, 1; twisting of the gut, 1; senile inflammation, 1; and gangrene 1.

The table following shows the number of cases of nervous fever and
lung.inflammation treated at the Loffoden fishery since 1860. Through
the generosity of the medical office the returns are now complete for the
f‘_’ljfﬂe time, and they are here given entire.

Tatals. Totals.

Year.
Inflamma- . Inflamina.
tion of the | Deaths. Nf‘“;;‘;““ tion of the | Dentbs.
lungs. ' ever. lungs.
19 13 23 12 4
20 23 54 18 10
81 15 146 17 13
67 23 508 18 jeeeeciiee.
34 15 28 140 40
19 9 6 38 9
16 13 8 51 17
33 19 55 38 15
24 14 T2 54 31
11 17, —_——
28 4 |]  ATVErAgO ... lecicieieii]ieniieaneann 16.9
14 o |
.
3 cases of variola. 1 6 cases of exanthemata. . 11 case of oxauthoma.

thi;ms disease has clz.ximed an average of 16 yearly, or 68.7 in 100,000,
deati,the sea and accidents have taken off 253, or 110 in 100,000. Of
eag 8 there have occurred also during the Loffodeu fishery through dis-
eve: 1 for about, every 1,500 of the population, through shipwreck 1 for
ye&n‘57f9‘1)0 men. Judging from statistics also, we must be prepared next
or a greater number of cases of nervous fever.

soe.ﬂereal disease has increased, not only in the number of cases, but
is In proportion to the fishing population. The inspection seeks in
Matter, as far as possible, by controlling it to prevent the spread of
an(;p,l“gue, and next year it will also institute legal proceedipgs against
“Dotﬁis who, being known to have this disease, communicates it to

T . .
he prevailing diseases have been:

aﬁarrh Of the Qir-PaSSAZeS. .. .. ccoeeecmreenorrasaaoaann oo . 481
YIeT acute catarrhal affections . .. c.eecoercner e s ciiiaoaet 216
BATPR®A . .. e 450
iy T D T R PATRTETLE
wl'dalgla and chronic gastritis . ... ..-voiiiiiii el 346
Ollen fiNErs. .. ..o e ene e e e 289
‘ °ull'ds (vulnera)........co cooeeen s et tte eeeeecteeianaaae 226
T8 diBeABES. ...\ ..\ e et e e et arene e 208

Cpplle fever. T |
PO Pheumatism . . ... o oer s e e e e m e 148
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Nervous diSorders. . . ... ... i et ameaacaaerennonnnnn.. 143
Boils, abscesses. ... ........ ... iliiiiiiiiciiiieiiiiiiiaa.. 139
Bruises and SPrains. .. .. ... L. o e 131
Senile inflammation.. ... ... .. .. e . 74

3 7 3,033

Or three-fourths of all the sick treated.

Table V below shows the proportion, for the last five years, which the
prevailing diseases have borne to the sizo of the fishing population. On
the average there have been treated yearly:

For cardalgia and chronic gastritis, 12 in every 1,000 men.

For catarrh, 18 in every 1,000 men.

For diarrheea, 10 in every 1,000 men.

For swollen fingers, 9 in every 1,000 men.

For wounds (vulnera), 6 in every 1,000 men.

For chronic rheumatism, 6 in every 1,000 men.

The difference has been greatest in the cases treated for catarrh of the
air-passages, namely, from 6 to 16 in 1,000. The number of swollen fin-
gers was smallest in 1878, which was due in part to the fact that the
number of line-fishermen was smaller that year than in the others, but
when compared with the two preceding years it must of course be at-
tributed principally to the attention paid to the need of speedy treat-
ment of the cuts which produce the inflammation; and when 1878 is
compared with the two following years, it appears as if the so-called
wound-varnish, whose distribution was opposed by all the doctors, has
played an important part in securing the low number of this and a part
of the following year. If we compare the number of swollen fingers
with the number of line-fishermen, who are most afflicted by them, Wé
shall see that there were, in 1876, 29 cases to every 1,000 line-fishermen;
in 1877, 26 cases to every 1,000 line-fishermen ; in 1878, 20 cases to every
1,000 lie-fishermen; in 1879, 23 cases to every 1,000 line-fishermen;
and in 1880, 28 cases to every 1,000 line-fishermen.

I think, therefore, that the attention not only of the fishermen, but
also of the chemists, should be urgently directed to this important mat-
ter, since the wound-dressing which the royal apothecary, Ditten, dis-
tributed gratis in 1878 and part of 1879 was not entirely satisfactory-

TABLE V.
Prevailing diseasea. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880

J—— _——/
Per cent.| P, . t.| Per cent.
Cardalgis and chronic gastritis ................... “irg | Tereqny | Fercenk| Percent 11
Bronehial cotarth ... 110l 1.8 0.6 0.9 12 L
‘Other oatarrhal affections.... e 0.7 1 0.6 0.6 0.5 0. a
Inflammation of the lungs.. 0.8 | 0.2 0.2 0.1 0'4
Disrtbea...co.oveviiiaiiiL L 0.6 ; 0.6 | 1.6 1.0 L 7
Eye discaso LT 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.7 o.c
Nervouns disease ... 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.7 0. 9
Swollen fipger......... o 1.1 10 0.0 0.7 %5
Chronic rheumatism «........... .. .. .0 707" 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.5 3 7
Wounds (vulnera). . coceeeeneeeiioiiiiinn oo .. 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.3

Senile inflammation ............... ... Lo ool 0.2 0.5 0.2 i

Troatod in 8kl «eeenneeensieaeeeneenennin . 12.2 11.0 12.0 12.8 13.
/
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Cases of sickness each montk,

Casocs treated.
Medical district.
March. | April. Total.
131 80 204
53 [ceeeuevneon 53
413 172 856
748 144 1,732
201 51 414
142 63 855
163 118 302
.................... 44
1,851 568 4,140

Veero and Rost do not belong to the inspection district. As will be
Seen, the physician in Svolver, during the single week of his practice

ere, had more patients than the doctor at Vero and Rost in the space
f seven to eight weeks. Under ordinary circumstances the medical
Attendance during the Loffoden fishery is sufficient, except in Vaagen,
d“ring the East Loffoden fishing, when it will be desirable to have two
Physicians present from the middle of February to the close of March.
(.Seﬁ report for 1879, page 16.) The table below shows the number of
:lck treated in the hospitals. In the middle of March these were in-

Pected by the director of the civil medical department:

\

Hospital patients.

B’_oapital. =
January. | February.| Maroh. April, Total.

Alt°£%’ether 9.2 per cent., or one-eleventh, of the sick were placed in
© hospital,
annor the remaining details of this subject I venture to present the
treaixed Table VI, which contains a statement of tho cases of sickness
indled by the doctors. This, as well as the two preceding tables, was
¥ pPrepared by the medical office:

th,
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TABLE VI.—Summary of the cases treated by the physicians during the Loffoden fishery, 1880.

Exanthom, typhus cooee i iiieiciaicrrecaaeaa e,
TyPhoid £OVOT «euvenamnnunieincia it aaans e oo
Cerebro-spinal meningitis, e
Simple fever ......

< hiocken pox ..
Scarlet fover. .
Erysipelas ... ... .
Diphtheritic inflammation of throat
KUusma. . oo tiaiaaaaniiiiiencaen.
Bronchial catarrh.................
Qther acuto catarrhal affections...
Inflammation of lungs ..........
Pleurisy ..ocoeveneninnninenaaa..
Chronic bronchitis, asthma.....
Spitting of blood
Consumption .

AQUO . eceioianiaais
Rheumatio fever. ...
<Chronic rheumatism
Musocular rheumatism, contracted at sea
Sting (stitchi) ...... cieeereepeneas
Biner acnte atosiions of the digestive apparatas
ther acate affections of the digestive appara
Cardalgia, chronic gastritis .. .F ........ ;pp -- tns
SOUTVY . tceceannnnasaccocretonccoanernnanaan
BraiD fOver ... ccccariimtiiet i ticcaaiiaa.
Neorvous disorders ... coeeemeerieniieanennnnnn..
MeDtal AiBOABOS. covu -t ettt et tmtecaneaeroeen .
Dropsy, Morbtus Brighti. eeeeveeeeeaeacaeonol oo
Di6eas0 of UMINATY OTZADB. <« . e e et oo
SKIT AIBOABE . - emeeeememeeeemeee e e cme et e
VWOTTIS - v ee onemaens uennn smemac e man s aeom oo T
SYPBILIS + cev o eeeen et e e i
Gonorrhea, ULthIItIB « vocoe teee et aeeeaiaeeoasoo s
Epididymitis, orchitis ..
ounds (vulnera).......
Fractures and luxations
Bruises and sprains.........
Senile inflammation, vakrom
Diseaso of bones and joints .
‘angit, phlobitis
Swollen fingers ....... ..
Boils, abscesses, ulCOrs....cevenciceccenenacean.
Furuncles, carbuncles ......ceicecneinieeciiaciicaccevananaan

Frostbites ..
Eye diacases...
Ear diseases .............
Nasal affoctions, epistaxis
TamOra . ... ceecvrvnoacn--
Rupture . ........
Diseases not indicated
Other AfFE0tIONB. ..o oo veeeeeeaeaceacracceatoncecestoecceaceosesesnaarannceensonmns

Treated.

e =

Total.

Teeth extracted.................
Number of hoapital cases

The county council of Nordland last year placed at the disposal of -
the superior magistrate of that district the necessary funds for improv:
ing the management of the water supply, and the county also wi
hereafter pay interest on the money borrowed from the medical fup
(18,800 crowns—$5,038.40—in 1878). Moreover, I think it proper to
call attention to the sums which are supplied from the medical fu®
for the expenses of the council incurred for vaccination, midwifery, 8%

treatment of mental disorders.






