VIIL.—NOTES UPON THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN WHALE
FISHERY.

By F. C. SANFORD.

It is not my purpose to go back to the time when whaling was first
carried on by the Biscayans, or speak particularly of a later period
when England and Holland were engaged .in the business, 1598-1611.
At this time the Dutch sent one hundred and thirty-three whalers to
Spitzbergen, and up to 1782 had captured thirty-three thousand Green-
land whales, whose money value was computed at $100,000,000. These
notes have reference to a still later period, relating more especially to
the business as carried on in our own country, commencing, perhaps,
with the time of John Smith (of Pocahontas memory), when whales
were captured along the coast of Maine, the undertaking being attended
with great difficulty. Of these voyages there is comparatively little
known. In 1670, William Hamilton succeeded in taking the first sperm-
aceti whale off Nantucket, and from that time for nearly two hundred
years Nantucket successfully pursued the business. It had increased
to such dimensions in this and other towns in the State that, in a little
over a hundred years, about 1775, Mr. Jefferson made an elaborate
report to Congress upon the whale fishery of Massachusetts, and com-
mended it as an enterprise worthy of the fostering care of the Gov-
ernwent as a nucleus for American seamen alone. See  Pitkin’s Re-
ports.” .

That our people carried on regularly the business of whaling from
the shore in boats as early as 1670, is shown by the following ‘extract
from the town records:

“At a town. meeting of the trustees, 1693, it was agreed that the
pines and undivided wood on Coatue be divided to every man his pro-
portion as soon as it cau be with convenience, and until or before that
be done, no. man shall cut or carry away off the land the said wood, on
poualty of five shillings for every load cut or carried away. Nevertheless,
any freeholder may cut timber for whale-boats, or the like, anything on
this order to the contrary notwithstanding.”

I find, also, by .a letter signed by Nathaniel Coffin, son of James,
dated June 16, 1699, at Saint Johns, N. F., on board one of our vessels,
that they were on a whaling expedition, and had put in there for re-
cruite, which shows that the making of comparatively long voyages
was commenced ata much earlier period than is goeuerally supposed.
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In 1783 a number of our people, entertaining an idea that the island
would not support its increasing population, purchased, with others
from Providence and Newport, R. I., and Martha’s Vineyard, of Peter
Hogeboon, jr., and others, what was then known as Olaverack Landing,*
above New York, on the Hudson River. The name was changed to
“ Hudson” the succeeding year. As early ag 1784 many families re-
moved thither from Nantucket, and among them was Alexander Coffin,
a famous London packet commander, and a man of sterling worth.
Captain Coffin was in Paris at the time of the negotiations between
Dr. Franklin and the French Government, pending the treaty between
that power and America, and was jntrusted by Dr. Franklin with his
dispatches to the Continental Congress, then sitting in Philadelphia,
announcing his success the instant it was assured. As is well known,
Captain Coffin faitbfully executed the trust reposed in him. Nathan
Coffin, of whom Bancroft (vol. 9, p. 313) speaks as & ‘hero,” was also
among those who emigrated to Hudson. He was grandfather of Charles
H. Marshall, who established in New York the renowned * Black Ball
Line” of Liverpool packets., And then there were the Paddocks, Bar-
pards, Jenkinges, Gardners, Folgers, Husseys, Worths, Macys, Star-
bucks, Cartwrights, in whose veins ran some of the best blood of the
island. Soon after the settlement of Hudson the business of whaliog
and sealing upon Chili was commenced, but it was unsuccessful from the
start and was soon abandoned. Notwithstanding the ill-success of their
first venture, the people of Hudson, in 1830, again attempted to carry
on the business, and procured from Nantucket a number of men for
the undertaking. The ships Edward, Martha, Alex. Mansfield, Beaver,
America, Henry Astor, Huron, George Clinton, and James Monroe were
fitted and sent out. The America returned from the Pacific with up-
wards of three thousand barrels of sperm oil. Poughkeepsie also dis-
patched ships, N. P. Talmage, Russell, New England, Vermont, and
others. Affer several voyages, both towns abandoned the business.
Newbury had a similar experience, sending out the ships North America,
Newark, and Russell. In 1817, the city of New York bad a hand in
the game. FPrevious to that time Thomas Hazard, esq., had operated
from New Bedford, and associated himself with Jacob Barker, his son-
in-law, sending out the ships Eliza Barker and Diana, followed soon
after by the William Tell, Mobile, Trident, and others. Jacob Barker
sent many of bis own ships also, always with Nantucket commanders,
The business was carried on but a very short tiwe, and the ships were
sold to New Bedford.

The whaling from Sag Harbor was commenced with small vessels soon
after the American Revolution. Again in 1815, after peace with Eng-
land, the busiuess was renewed with ships of 300 tons, which were built, or
boughtnew. Capt. Stephen Skinner, of the ship Indian Chief,and others

* Dutch Klauffer-ackt, meaning eight hills or cliffs,
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of the Nantucket commanders were engaged for these important enter-
prises. The voyages were usually crowned with success. From small
beginnings Sag Harbor became a great center for whaling, and she main-
tained a successful fleet, both in the sperm and right whale fishery, until
the ¢ gold fever” developed itself in 1848.
- Among the enterprising merchants of this port at the end of Long
Island were to be found the Howells, Slates, Mulfords, Huntingtons,
Posts, Deerings, and Sherrys, and its noble race of shipmasters was
second to none on the continent. In September, 1800, some merchants
of Norwich and New London sent the twenty-gun ship Oneida, Captain
Hubbell, to the coast of Chili on a sealing expedition, building and
sending out immediately the ship Miantonomoh to the South Pacific
Ocean, in charge of Valentine Swain, of Nantucket, on a whaling and
sealing voyage. After securing cargoes the ships were to proceed to
Canton, dispose of the oil and skins and take for the returned voyage
to the United States teas, silks, and nankeens. In 1802 the Miantonomoh
was captured and condemned by the Spaniards at Valparaiso. Nan-
tucket lost one of her ships about the same time, which was engaged in
whaling and sealing,as the former had been. She was named the Trial,
and was commanded by Thomas Coffin, the father of the late lamented
Lucretia Mott. Nothing was ever recovered from them. We had many
others in the same employment, Lady Adams, Brothers, Favorite, Mars,
Minerva, &c. The latter ship was commanded by Mayo Folger,* who
was afterwards master of theTopaz, which belonged to himsel€and others
in Boston. On one of his voyages in the Topaz, September, 1808, he
discowered Pitcairn’s Island, where he found the survivors of the Muti-
neers of the Bounty. This was the first knowledge the world bad of
the fate of these men since Bligh was set adrift in mid ocean eighteen
years before. Upon Captain Folger’s arrival in Valparaiso he commu-
nicated the news to the British admiral, who immediately dispatched a
swift vessel to England with the facts. It created intense excitement
at the time. .
But to return to New London. In 1805 they boughtand sent the ship
Dauphin, Capt. Laban Williams, to Brazil Banks, and obtained a small
voyage. This may be considered the commencement of whaling here,
New London. Then they purchased the ship Leonidas, and both ships,.
she and the Dauphin, were fitted and sailed in August, 1806, the former
commanded by Alexander Douglass, and the latter by Captain Will-
jams. In 1807 both arrived with full cargoes of whale oil, one having -
~ about 700 barrels and the other 1,050. The ship Lydia was then pur-
chased and the command given to Captain Douglass. The Dauphin
was ‘given to Joshua Sayer, of Nantucket, and the Leonidas to William

* It might not be out of place in this connection to mention tho fact that Capt. Mayo
Folger was brother of the above-mentioned Capt. Thomas Coffin’s wife, who was, of
course, the mother of Lucretia Mott, Captain Folger was postmaster at Massalon,
Ohio, and died there in 1828,
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" Barnes. All of the ships came home full in 1808, the first with 900
barrels of whale oil, the second with 1,000, and the third with 1,200.
They were then sold to other ports and not much more was done until
1821, when they commenced anew by fitting out the ship Carrier,
Obed Swain, of Nantucket, for the Pacific Ocean. She returned in
1823 with 2,074 barrels of sperm oil, having been absent twenty-eight
months. From this date the merchants of New London put forth all
their energies and the town became the third whaling port in the United
States, and it may be proud of its record in the pursuit and develop-
 ment of this branch of national industry, as well as of its opulent mer-
chants and capitalists, among whom are the Barnes, Browns, Billings,
Lawrences, Smiths, Hovens, Perkins, Debones, Funks, Fitches, Will-
iams, Hanus, and many others.

The ship Thames, Capt. Reuben Clagby, of Nantucket, sailed in Oc-
tober, 1822, from New Haven for the Pacific Oceaun, having on board
the first missionaries for the Sandwich Islands. Revs, Mr. Bingham,
Williams, Charles Stewart, and others, with their wives. ~ They landed
at Oahu and Lapina in May, 1823. The ship Helena, Capt. Naiah
Coffin, of Nantucket, also sailed from New Haven for the Pacific.
Both ships came home with full cargoes of sperm oil from the coast of
Japan, but oil was worth only-38 cents per gallon and the ships were
sold to Sag Harbor. Stonington, Mystic, and Bridgeport came along
with a successful fleet of whalers, all of which bave made quite as big
claims as any of the older peoples in this service.

New York, Hudson, Cold Spring, and Greenport have had their day
at New Zealand, Falkland Islands, and the Northwest coast. Pough-
keepsie, and Wilmington on the Delaware, have had their trials in the
game, but of comparatively recent date, and soon abandoned it.

In 1820 Warren, R. 1., fitted out the new ship Rosalie, Capt. David
Easton, of Nantncket. This ship was followed by some of the finest
that could be built or bought out of the China or cotton trade, until it
~ was but little behind her neighbors in Connecticut. Bristol followed
in 1827, with the Ganges, purchased in Boston, und the Bowditch, a
Boston East Indiaman, both ships being commanded by Nautucket
men. The Leonidas, Captain Lawton, came immediately after, and
large sperm whale voyages were obtained by all these ships. Then
were added the famed Corinthian, and the Balance, and James De-
wolf’s teak ship, General Jackson. The Balance and General Jackson
were captured in the war of 1812, and the latter renamed for the hero
of New Orleans. She was one hundred and fifty years old when retired
from service, the other ninety years old.

Providence, R. I, merchants added a few ships to the sperm whaling
grounds, and also to the Arctic fleet, among them the Liverpool packet
ship SBouth America, the splendid ship Brutus, &e.

In 1820 Newport, R. I, titted out her first whale ships, Frederick
Augustus, Capt. Joseph Earl; Robinson Potter, Capt. Reuben Swain;
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Carrier, Capt. Williamn Fitzgerald—all the captains hailing from Nan-
tucket, These ships went to the Pacific Ocean, and in due season re-
turned filled with sperm oil. From this beginning sprang quite a nu-
merous leet of sperm Wha.lers, which was mamtamed until the decline
of whaling in 1850.

As early as the year 1755 New Bedford had a sloop or two engaged
in whaling, and between that and 1765 two or three more were fitted
out from Dartmouth, as New Bedford was then called. In 1791 the ship
Rebecea, Captain Halsey, was sentinto the Pacific. In 1795 the Rotches
and Rodmans, having left their island home and selected New Bedford
as their future abiding place, employed a number of ships independent
of their French fishery; but it was not until 1820 that the business as-
sumed any great proportions. Inthat yearthe whale fishery was taken
up and prosecuted with great spirit, the influx of new elements, both in
ownership and masters, not only from Nantueket, but every part of New
England, added greatly to the movement. After 1830 the great and
brilliant voyages of its Braganzas, Magnolias, George Howlands, Park-
ers, William Hamiltons, Emeralds, and Reindeers, gained in the Pacific
Ocean, gave to New Bedford a period of success, made it a tower of
strength, and secured for its merchants a reputation not easily attained
at the present day. New Bedford still pursues the business with con.
siderable vigor in every part of the globe where it has been found re-
munerative. Fair Haven, opposite New Bedford, Westport, and Fall
* River, have all come to number some of the finest ships in their fleets,
but, alas, all that spirit may be said to have gone into new channels,
more productive of success. Jchabod is written on the pillars of their
ports,

Boston, in 1820, had her William Gray and Israel Thorndike, and
they fitted out for the Pacific Ucean the ships Cadmus, Nathaniel C.
Cary, Beverly, Elias Suley, Hope, Jethro Coffin, Palladium, Alexander
Macy, all the captains being Nantucket men, These ships all filled with
sperm oil and returned to Boston. Oil commanding but 33 cents* a
gallon, the owners became discouraged and sold the ships. The Bev-
erly was sold into the merchant service, and was burned at sea, off Per-
nambuco on & voyage to Peru with a valuable cargo, in 1826, The rest
of the fleet were whalers' for many years after. But few other whale
ships have since been fitted at Boston, hardly enough to make mention
of, with the exception perhaps of the Herald and Charles Carroll, fitted
in 1833,

Salem, Plymouth, Newburyport, Mass., Portsmouth, N, H., and Wis-

* Sperm oil has since been sold ashigh as $2,40 & gallon. The oil of the ships above
mentioned was purchased Lere at Nantucket by Aaron Mitchell, and from its sale to
another firm, Messrs. Gardner & Swift, of this place, grew up the great lawsuit in
1826, known as the ¢ Gardner and Swift case.” Hon. Dauiel Webster was retained by
the Quaker in this and all other Lusiness where said Gardner waa a party, receiving
for his services & fee of $10,000. Tha old Quaker employed Mr. Webaster in two ship
cases then in litigation at Nantucket with insurance otfices.

8. Mis. 46
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casset, Me., have in the years mentioned, say from 1820 to 1850, turned

many of their old East Indiamen, China, cotton, and pepper ships, and

European packets into whalers. Some have been successful, but as »

general thing the business has declined, the ships have been sold and

" finally brought up in some far-away port, mostly San Francisco—there
to be broken up, and their iron and copper used as a circulating medinm,
perhaps, in the inner waters of the Chinese Empire.

Nantucket has made its honorable mark in every sea where a vessel
could go in pursuit of wealth. A nobler record cannot be shown, and
here it must rest, I fear, forever.

In 1785 Mr. William Rotch went to London, and there waited four
months upon George 111 and William Pitt and his council, subject to
the call of Pitt at any time. Lord Hawkesbury at length gave him a
hearing, but would not listen to Roteh’s proposition to bring twenty
ships from America with all their material for whaling and enter them
free of duty. Mr. Rotch, tired of waiting, and, getting no satisfaction
from Hawkesbury, left England on the ship Maria for Dunkirk, France.
On his arrival in Paris he was granted an early interview by the French

. minister, who agreed to admit his ships; and, in fact, agreed to all Mr.
Rotch demanded, and the business was soon in successful operation,
His ships were dispatched to the Pacifie, coast of Africa, and Falkland
Islands. On the 1st of February, 1792, the ship Falkland, Oapt. Obed
Paddock, arrived at Dunkirk filled with sperm oil. A week later the
Harmony, Capt. David Starbuck, arrived with a full cargo from Peru.
These ships* were among the first that obtained sperm-oil in the Pacific
Ocean, and that, too, just under the peaks of the Andes (1789-92).-
What would Burke have said to that achievement, doubling the stormy
cape, and so down to Peru, in the most temperate climate man has yet
known? The Harmony was afterwards (1796) sunk by a whale on
Brazil Banks, which leaped on board in the night. The crew were all
saved, being taken on board the ship Leo, of Nantucket. Abel Rawson
was in command of the Harmony at the time. This Captain Rawson
kept the Staten Island Light, New York, as late as 1826.

So soon as the British ministry heard that Mr. Rotch and his son
Benjamin had left London for France, Lord Hawkesbury sent a courier
with dispatches to recall him. On his return to London Mr. Rotch met
Mr. Pitt and Lord Hawkesbury, who agreed to allow him to bring thirty
ships from America, but Rotch informed him-that it was too late, as he
had agreed to go to France. The ministry, being dissatisfied with
Hawkesbury, desired that Mr. Rotch should give them a detailed ac-
count in writing of the whole circumstances, in order that when Parlia-
ment met the matter might be laid before them. Mr. Rotch refused, as
he did not wish to be instrumental in creating or aiding an opposition

*» These two ships rondezvoused at Callao, Pern together with the ship Columbia,
of Boston, Captain Gray, who had, in this his second voyage, in 1792, just discovered
the Columbia River on the northwest coast.
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among the ministry; and thus the matter ended. When the French
revolution broke out the Rotchs accepted certain terms from the English
Government, and went to Milford Haven with part of their ships.
After the revolution in France the Rotch’s had two fleets of whalers,
one sailing from England, the other from France, and this continued
until the death of Mr. Benjamin Rotch in London in 1839. The French
fleet continued in existence until the death of Mr. William R. Rodman,
a grandson of Mr. Rotel, which event occurred in 1855, the business
thus remaining in the family for seventy years, and passing from grand-
father to grandson.

‘While in France Mr. Rotch appeared in the French assembly with a
petition for a modification of the conscription and Maniago laws, which -
should favor the Friends or Quakers, many 'of whom had emigrated
from Nantucket with their families to F'rance. He was listened to with
marked attention by-all who were in the assembly. Mirabeau was
chosen to reply tohim, and it was a masterly effort. Edward Everett
is quoted as saying that it was the best speech he ever made.

During the war of 1812 Nantucket was attacked at home and abroad.
England kept her Scorpions, Nimrods, and Bulldogs hovering around the
island, capturing everything inward or outward bound. At times the
inhabitants were in extreme distress for want of the bare necessaries of
life. 'When peace was declared in February, 1815, there was an un-
usual demonstration and great rejoicing among the people. The ocean
was once more open and free to their ships, and they were not long in
sending to sea a new and extensive fleet. We soon had a large num-
ber upon Chili, Peru, and what was known as the ¢ off-shore” whaling
ground, which extended from near the equator as far west as the Society
and Navigator’s group of islands. But whales had become scarce, and
the oily monstors must be sought after in new seas. In 1820, the ships
Maro and Rambler, of Nantucket, commanded, respectively, by Capts.
Joseph Allen and Benjamin Worth, in company with the Syren, of Lon-
don, belonging to Samuel Enderly, Capt. Fred. K. Coffin; Oyrus, Capt.
Elisha Folger, jr., and Balena, Capt. Edmund Gardner, of New Bed-
ford, rendezvoused at the Sandwich Islands. Here they met Oaptain
Winship, of the ship O’Cane, a veteran northwest coast merchautman,
who informed them that while crossing on his many voyages from the
Sandwich Islands to Oanton, China, he observed a great number of
sperm whales on what was called the Ooast of Japan, in latitude 25°
north, longitude 165° east, even up to the Japan Islands. Convinced
that the enthusiastic statements of Captain Winship could be relied upon
as facts, the several captains hurriedly recruited their ships and sailed
into these unfrequented seas. Two of the fleet arriving off the coast
of Japan, in the spring of 1820, on the 10th day of May Captain Coffin
in the Syren saw and struck his first sperm whale; Captain Allen, in the
ship Maro, of Nantucket, struck the next whale June 1, and both ships
were filled with sperm oil in three months after leaving the Sandwich
Islands, each ship taking upwards of 1,800 barrels.
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The other ships sailed a litfle to the nerthward of the Sandwich Is-
- lands, meeting good success, coming cast and filling up off Cape Saint
Lucas, California. All the ships returned home with great cargoes.

‘We doubt if Nantucket ever, before or since, produced thé superiors
of these five men in intellect or daring. They were all natives of the
island, and after their retirement from the sea lived to great ages, two
of them reaching ninety-two ycars, and the others from seventy-eight
to eighty-five years. Iaeh of them had brilliant careers. It was from
such men as these that Mr. Seward obtained his information when pre-
paring his great speech asking for Governmment aid in surveying Behr-
ing Strait. His speech was delivered in the United States Senate in
1852. Im it he made glowing allusion to the enterprise and daring of
Nantucket whalemen. Many of our sea captains after their retirement
from active labor settled in and around Auburn, and became neighbors
of the great Senator, Capt. Fred. Coffin being of the number.

Captain Winship remarked to the writer in the spring of 1833, that
he had seen great numbers of sperm whales on the northwest coast, off
Kodiac, while passing to the Sandwich Islaunds, and was certain that
they were spermaceti species. Being convinced that there was some-
thing to be made out of this, we fitted out the ship Ganges and sent
her, in the summer of 1833, to the locality mentioned, in charge of Bar-
zallia T. Folger. In his first report which we received from there,
Captain Folger stated that he had seen nothing but right whales. As
whale oil and Lone were of liftle value at that period, and as he did
not care to lower his boats for them, he had, after taking 300 barrels,
dropped down the coast to Pudder Bay, California. The next season,
however, he filled his ship with sperm oil off the coast of Japan. The
French ship Ville de Lyon, of Havre, was the next upon the northwest
coast. She also was successful, and was followed in 1840 by the Elbe,
Captain Waterman, of Poughkeepsie, N, Y., which ship returned home
with a full cargo of whale and sperm oil. Since that date whale fish-
ing on the northwest and sea coast-of Japan has been prosecuted with
wonderful vigor by every place that had a ship to send to sea.

Previous to the voyage to Japan in 1820, before mentioned, Cap-
tain Coffin, while making & voyage to the ea.stward of Cape of Good
Hope in the same ship, Syren, met with an adventure which came near
proving fatal to the whole crew. On a flne day, while near one of the
Pilew Islands, all the boats being from the ship in pursuit of whales, -
and but a small number of men remaining on board,she was taken forci-
ble possession of by the natives of those islands, who drove the men
into the rigging for safety. The ship and all on board were now in a per-
ilous position. These naked and howling savages had full command of
the ship., When the mate came alongside he comprehended the situ-
ation at a glance, and immediately gave orders for the men in the top
to open the arm-chests and scatter all the tack-nails they could find
down upon the deck. This was promptly done, and the nails poured






