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REPORT OF DREDGINGS OF, THE ALBATROSS FOR 1883, BY
LIEUT. SEATON SCHROEDER, U. 8. N, NAVIGATOR.

The cruising of the Albatross dyring this first year of service has
been included between the parallels of 35° and 45° north latitude and
the meridians of 64° and 77° west longitude. The nuinber of days un-
fler way, the object of each trip, and the distances performed are given
o the following table:

Dato. Object. i Miles.

EZﬁanber 30, 1882, to January 3, 1883..! Wilmington, Del., to Washington, D.C..cooeennnres 330.4
Ma_luury 10 to Xebruary 14.....c.cce-- Washington, D. C., to Wilmington, Del. - 391.0
A \_ch 21 to March 25.ccccveaenenceennr DIOAEINg covcverrenoeiomoanrocnseans-en 425, 4
Pril 24 to May B.veeeeccermamnnsnennns Dr(:di.:iug and investigating migrations 1,476.6

orel,
}“;‘y 10 {0 MOy 20 . ceunmeconrenes SO Q0 rneaacaiane e iane 1,025.1
Ju}m 17Tto JUno 10 . cemeenevenencreens New York to Washington, D.C... 426 1
Y 8 toJuly 14.. Iu;'ost,igut,ing: migrations of mackore and me 816.2

Jule den.
J::ll.\' 180 July 2leceeeernnnnconnnnoeess DUCAZINE < evnrennanizonncosisannasassnns 446.6
ul) b T Nowport, R. L, to Wood's Holl, Mass ... 40.0
4y} 26 to Augus | DredEing «euerearaees e amr et en e 682. 3
Rust 7 to August 10, cceenneeneonse In{estiguting migrations of wackercl and menha- 423.3

F dem.
xusust 12 .. Newport, t. T., to Wood's Holl, Mass coeuen s 40.0
A"L;“Ht 13 Wood's IToll, Mass., to Now Bedford, Mass. . 24,0
,\u":‘lﬂt 18 ... .| Now Bedford, Mass., tu Woaod's Holl, Mass 24.0
qust 21 to A In{ust.igntiug migrations of mackerel and menli 051.1

Ay den.
Sel:,‘t:“ 20 to Scptomber 7 Dl'ed{:iu{: ............ e eeeineaaes 850.5
s‘,pmmbel' 11. Wood's -:(ol]. Maags., to Now Bedford, Mass. 24.0
Nop mber 13 New Bedtord, Mass., to Wood's Holl, Mass 24.0
N m‘t‘lnhor‘z')t g L DIOAEING < eoeemerommernmmmamrens cemaes 2614, 5
Qem‘i\nﬂmr 30 to N PR [ A R R . 586. 7
Uclol)er )8 D 1" Wood's Toll, Mass., to Newport, R.T .ooeeoeeeso-e 40.0
bor 17 to Octolor 19 . In&'ostiguting migrations of wackerol and monha- 286. 5

O¢ en,
.",,‘31’0“ 22 t0 October 25 .. .aveecraeonn joisees P O S O 411.7
0ﬂﬂmlmr 5 to November 14. e Dredging et icesn i ceeinn 1,020.3
emUor 28 to Docomber 29 ccacoetvnt | Washington, D. C., to Baltimore, 180.0

Total, 121 ARy 8. eeeeerreeemranmees || .............................................. ——— 11, 228.2
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REPORT OF DREDGINGS OF THE ALBATROSS FOR 1884, BY
LIEUT. SEATON SCHROEDER, U. S. N., NAVIGATOR.

During the year 1884 the geographical limits of the eruising of the
Albatross were the parallels of 8° 30’ and 43° north latitude and the
meridians of 61° 30’ and 85° 30/ west longitude. The namber of days
at sea and the distances run, together with the object of each trip, are
given in the following table:

Date. . Object. Distanceo.
Afiles,
Jonuary 607 .. eeeevee-- Baltinore t0 NOLLOIK «nveeeeesanrmmeraseassnmsreerannnaananss 168 o
Jﬂnnm-y 10to 17.. T SOUBAIE AP et ieee i iae et et it e e mesee st 1,417.5
Jﬁnnm-y 24 to 30.. Y Sounding and dredging trip..cooe i oeiiiiiiiiiimaeiciiieeen 660. 2
Pebruary 2 ..-..-. L SwimgEing ship . e e 20
"ebruary 3 to 11. Soundiung aud dredging trip..ooooiiiiiiiiiaiaiiaeciiii ittt 1,2u8.4
]fObrum‘y 18 to 26 D T 1,100. 8
February 27 to March 1 .. [.oeeerO oennminniiomiiiriieio i s s e 343. 8
Aroh 1280 16. . ceveecnear | e tl0 et eet e e e 605. 1
Marcl 92 £0 20« onrnovnns | <oeatH0 e e s e 420.4
APTL 280 Buevnvnvmensmone D oeee 10 ettt uhy
April 9 to 15... 813. 1
April29........ | Key West to Tav 100
April 30 to May 7 .| Sounding and dredgivg trip.... 603. 8
May 11 tc 17... | Seunding trip.ooioieeeieiaen 1,270.5
July 13 to 14... Washington to Norfolk. ... ... . 174
July 20to 26 ...... | Tuvestigating migrations of menha 651.7
July 31 to Augnst 8 B YT T AL LRETERETRERTEL RS 486. 4
August 19 to 23.... o8 T £ T LR LR R R R R L 429.2
August 27....... Wood's Holl o eeieemtarececeeeseaaaaaan e seeaan 42
August 28to 31 .. F¥lagship ot Honorable Secretary of the Navy.coeereiaononann. 47
Septembor 1....- Newport to Wood's Hollo.oocoviivannionnen oo 42
eptember 6 to 16 Dredging trip..coiin o oeiiiiniaaireees 043
September 25 to 2 N T TR .. 44,1
October 8to 9 ..... T AWood's Holl to Noew York..eocveveaeeniacannen 180
October 17 t0 23..covevunen- | Dredaing trip. ..o cereaaes .. 797
Decomber 251020 ......... | Washington o NorfolK.coeeraviiercinnanieaan.t . 174
Total, 134 AAFE. coenns| meersrrnnsmmmasesoemmssns e ritai s nnns eeeereeeeeeaenns 13, 388

The number of soundings taken during the year was 701, almost all
of which were located with sufficient accuracy to be of hydrographic
value; of these, 194 were also dredging stations.

During the winter and spring the vessel was employed in hydro-
graphic work for the Navy Department; searching for reported dangers
in the West Tudies and between there and the Chesapeake; running lines
of soundings across the Caribbean Sea and among some of the islands;
taking serial temperatures and noting surface currents ; making an ex-
amination of a part of Savanilla Bay, United States of Colombia, and
establishing the longitude of Cape San Antonio light-house, Cuba.
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Following is a list of reported dangers over or near which the depths
were found in the positions given:

List of reported dangers,

Latitudo Lonﬂxtud(| Depth

north, wes
i o ¢+ u o ¢ o i1, l}xom'
Orion Shoal ......... I 3448 45 | 72 25 00 | 2 401
Asliton Shoal ...... 3350 20 | 71 42 00 | o5

Yersoveranza Shoal 2,787

Mourand Shoal..... 243514 | 651307 3,000

l\ 3115 42 67 89 10
Leighton Rock. .. {1330 | T3omys: 2440
Loos Shoal. ...... . P78 00 Taue1s ! 2,300
Bronkers. . e, .- -] 1254400 esiilo, 2 101
Vigif coeeenrannnnn. e eeeeerrr——————— e ' 121030 ) 6611001 2,70

Many soundinga. (Le.ml) 1‘

(xeox;,m Shoal...... . cetemame meeeaieieecieaianan.
12 11 3¢ | 74 27 30

Tribune Shotl . oooot it e e e

Towhatan Shoal ... 001111 Poar oo 75 50 30 i 19"
. Doubtful....... ... 14 53 40 | 80 20 00 | 1,151
Sancho Pardo St .| Off Cape San Antomn Many-
Albatross Shoal 22 49 20 84 15 00 929
Vigia ........ .. ./ 2300600! 830345; 62

| 304600 | 783500 410

The soundings were such as to prove the non-existence of all except
the Georgia Bank off the east end of Jamaica, which had been recently
searched for by several vessels. It was originally discovered by Capt.
John 8. Holt, of the American brig Georgia, in 1867, who reported 14
fathoms in about latitude 17° 46/ N., longitude 75° 45’ W, An exteu-
sive and careful search was made for this, resulting in the discovery of
a bank with a least depth of 17 fathomns a little to the southward of the
reported position, in latitude 17° 36’ to 17° 44/ N., longitude 75° 40 to
75° 45’ W, The Navy Department bas given it the nawme of Albatross
Bank. This must not be confounded with the Albatross Shoal off the
northwestern shore of Cuba, which was reported by the German gun-
boat of that name and not subsequently found.

One hundred soundings were taken off Cape San Antenio, extending
to just beyond the range of the light, with deep water everywhere (up
to 1,200 fathoms), and Sancho Pardo Shoal has, in counsequence, been
expunged from the charts of the Hydrographic Office, Navy Depart-
ment,

Six lines of soundings were run across the Caribbean Sea, four between
the Leeward Islands and the Main, and diagonal lines on and off the
coast of the United States of Colombia. The eastern partof the Carib-
bean Sea is the deepest, the greatest depth being 2,844 fathoms, in lati-
tude 130 25’ N, longitude 66°25' W. Off'the Honduras coast, however,
still deeper water was found, there being 3,169 fathoms at 60 miles
southwest of the Grand Cayman.

An interesting discovery was that of a submarine ridge connecting
the islands of Sauta Cruz and Puerto Rico, the least depth on which
was 578 fathoms and the greatest 900, while on ecituer side was found
over 2,000 fathoms.,
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Aves Islet, 100 miles westward of Guadaloupe, was found to be the
summit of & mountain, precipitous on its western slope and extending
in a south-southeast direction over 150 miles to the 1,000-fathom curve.

During the snmmer and autumn of 1884 hydrographic work was
merely incidental, as continuous dredging and trawling generally inter-
fered with the correct locating of the stations. Still, a number of the
soundings taken were cousidered plotted with sufficient accuracy to be
of hydrographic value. This work was off the United States coast
between Cape Hatteras and George’s Banks. ’

Nothing of speeial interest was definitely ascertained. But in tha
course of the season it became very evident tbat in the vicinity of the
40th parallel and the 70th and 71st meridians there is an casterly and
a westerly movement of the water, alternating at intervals of apparently
about half a day. Circumstances prevented a close examination into
this matter, but, as the approximate time of the change of the current
was noticed on sceveral occasions to be later each day, it is believed that
the phenomenon may be attributed to the influence of the moon, and
that probably there may be tidal eurrents, less pronounced, but as regu-
lar there as along shore.

Indieations were also found of a pocket running in northward from
tho 600-fathom line ou about the meridian of 70° 15/, differing {rom the
contour lines on existing charts. But, owing to cloudy weatberand the
impossibility of keeping a good reckoning while trawling, the positions
found were not considered sufficiently reliable to warrant making a
report to the ITydrographic Office.
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