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FLOOR PLAN OF THE FISH COMMISS:ON EXHIBIT AT THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, 1893,



1.—REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES
FISH COMMISSION AT THE WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.

SKETCH OY THIE EXHIBIT.

The Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries was directed by the act of
Congress approved April 25, 1890, to join with the several Executive
Departments in the preparation of an exhibit illustrating the functions
of the Government at the World’s Columbian Exposition. The repre-
sentation of the Departments was intrusted to one member from cach
of them, and one from the Swmithsonian Institution and XNational
Museuin, as well as one from the IMish Commission; these representa-
tives to constitute a board of management and control. The repre-
sentative of the Fish Commission, nominated by the Commissioner
August 18, 1890, was Capt. J. W. Collins, assistant in charge of the
division of fisheries. Captain Collins tendered his resignation as rep-
resentative December 27, 1892, and Commissioner McDonald then
designated Dr. Tarleton I. Bean, assistant in charge of the division of
fish-culture, to succeed him.

No active work was undertaken until April 1, 1891, upon which date
certain employees of the Commission were detailed for special duty in
connection with the preparation of the exhibit, and such additional
assistants as were required were employed.

The building No. 210 Tenth street NW., Washington, D. C., was leased
for the use of the Fish Commission exhibit May 1,1801. On August 13,
1891, the equipment of the building was reported complete, and W. P,
Saucrhoff was detailed to work, under Mr. Ravenel’s direction, upon
the preparation of fish-cultural apparatus. The building was given
up March 15, 1893, after the exhibit had been shipped to Chicago.

The general plan and scope of the exhibit were outlined by Captain
Collins, and, with the approval of the Cowmmissioner, active measures
were soon after begun, with the assistance of E. C. Bryan, chief special
agent in charge of administration and fisheries; W. deC. Ravenel,
S8pecial agent in charge of fish-culture; William P. Seal, in chargo of
construction of aquarium, and Dr. J. A. Henshall, in charge of the
angling exhibit. .

. Mr. Seal resigned his position as special agent in charge of the aqua-
rium December 31, 1892, and on the following day, upon the designation
by the Commissioner of Fish aud Fisheries, Prof. S. A. Forbes, director
of the State Laboratory of Natural History at Champaign, Ill., was
appointed to take charge of the aquarial exhibit. 1Te was assisted by
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Mr. L. G. Harron, who had supervision of the salt-water section, and
Mr. Alexander Jones, who superintended the fresh-water division.

Mr. Bryan severed his connection with the exhibit on January 10,
1893, and was replaced by Mr. Ravenel.

Dr. J. A. Henshall resigned his position as special agent in charge of
the angling exhibit January 16, 1893, and the work to which he had
been assigned was performed by the representative, Dr, Bean.

The preparation of the fisheries section included the construction of
a series of boat and vessel models, together with sail and Dbuilders’
plans of fishing vessels, the collection of fishes and other marine aui-
mals, and the preparation of casts of gelatin and papier miché, the
mounting of skins of seals, sea lions, and other objects of the fisheries,
the collection of nets and other apparatus, fishermen’s clothing, photo-
graphs and other illustrations of the fisheries and fishery industries of
the United States, and the securing of a typical series of fishing and
angling appliances from manufacturing firms.

The series of vessel models, built under the personal supervisiou of
Capt. J. W. Collins, was illustrative of modern vessels engaged in the
fisherics of New IEngland, Chesapeake Bay, Gulf of Mexico, and
the Pacific and Arctic oceans. It embraced also types of historical
interest as showing the development of fishing craft, with suggestions
for important improvements in vessel construction,

The boat models included types of those in common use in Ches-
apeake Bay and the North Carolina sounds, the Gulf of Mexico, the
Great Lakes, and those used by natives of Alaska. These latter were
accompanied by the netting and fishing appliances, clothing, and other
equipment of the people.

The fish casts were made chiefly from specimens of i important food
and economic species which were obtained at Gloucester, Boston, and
Woods Hole, Mass.; New York; Norfolk and Cape Char]es City, Va.;
Wasbington, D.C.; Tampa, Key West, and Cedar Keys, I'la.; San-
dusky, Ohio; Quincy and Meredosia, Ill.,, and San Francisco, Cal.

Reference is made elsewhere to persons who, through their interest
in the undertaking, forwarded many rare fishes. Numerous specimens
were secured through dealers, and important collections were made by
employecs of the Cominission; as, for example, Mr, V. N. Edwards, in
Woods Hole, Mass,; Dr. J. A. Henshall, in Florida; Dr. S. I. Bartlett,
in Illinois; Mate James A. Smith, U. 8. N., in North Carolina; I, N
Clark, in Michigan; W. I'. Page, in Missouri; Charles G. Atkins, in
Maine; Rudolph Hessel, in Washington, D. C.; George A. Scagle, in
Virginia; Capt. W. E. Dougherty, in California, and A. 13. Alexander,
in California and clsewhere on the Pacific Coast.

Licut. Robert Platt, U. S. N., took an active part in the collection of
marine animals with the steamer Fish Hawk, and sent details of men
to help in the preparation and return of the exhibit,

The following superintendents of stations were present during the
whole or part of the Exposition period in conuection with the aquarial









