:"IX.—NOTICES IN REGARD TO THE ABUNDANCE OF FISH
-ON THE NEW ENGLAND COAST IN FORMER TIMES.

“ An account of two voyages to New England. A description of the country,
natives, and creatures. By John Josselyn Gent., 1675.

[Repriunted in Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 3d series, III., 1833.]

«The Sea that Piscina mirabilis affords us the greatest number, of
which I shall begin first with the Whale, a regal fish, as all fish of ex-
traordinary size are accounted; of these there are (as I have snid in
another place) seven kinds—the Ainbergreese hale thé chiefest.
Anno Dom. 1668, tho 17 of July, there was one of them thrown up on the
shore between Winter-harbour and Cape-porpus, about eight mile from
the place where I lived, that was five and fifty foot long. They are
Creatures of a vast magnitude and strength.”—(P. 271.)

« The Sea-hare is as big as a Grampus or Herrin-log, and as white as a
sheet. There hath been of them in Black-Point Harbour, and some way
up the river, but we could never take any of them; several have shot
sluggs at them, but lost their labor.”

«The sturgeon is a Regal fish, too; I have seen of them that have
been sixteen foot in length; of their sounds they make isinglass, which,
melted in the mouth, is excellent to seal letters.” . )

« The Sea-horse or Morse is a kind of monster-fish, numereus about the
Isle of Sabies; i.e., the Sandy Isle. An amphibious creature, killed for
their Teeth and Oyl ; never brings more than two at a birth ; as also doth
the Seal and Manate or Cow-fish, which is supposed to be the Sea-
monster.” :

« The small Sword-fish is very good meat; the Sea-bat or Sea-owl is a
kind of flying fish.”—(P. 272.) :

" «The Mackerel, of which there is choicefull plenty all summer long ;
in the spring they are ordinarily 18 inches long; afterwards there is
none taken but what are smaller.” . : '

« The Herrin, which are numerous, they take of them all summer long.
In Anno Dom.1670. They were driven back into Black-Point Harbour by
other great fish that prey upon them so near the shore that they threw
themselves (it being high water) upon dry land in such infinite numbers
that we might have gone up half-way the leg amongst them for near a
quarter of & mile. We used to qualifie a pickled Herrin by boiling of
him in milk.” ' ‘ '

“The 4lewifeis like a Herrin, but has a bigger bellie ; therefore called
an Alewife; they come in the end of April into fresh Rivers and Ponds;
there hath been taken in two hours’ time by two men without any Weyre
at all, saving a few stones to stop the passage of the River, above ten
thousand.”—(P. 273.) . -

«The Basse is a salt-water fish too, but most an end taken in Rivers
where they spawn; there hath been 3,000 Basse taken at a set; one
writes that the fat in the bone of a Basse’s head is his raines, which is
a lye.” - :
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“The Salmon likewise is a Sea-fish, but as the Basse, comes into Rivers
to spawn. The Salmon the first year is a Salmon-smolt ; The second a
Mort ; The third a Spraid; The fourth a Soar ; The fifth a Sorrel; The
sixth a forket-tail; and the seventh year a Salmon. There are another
sort of Salmow frequent in those parts, called White Salnmons.”

« Capeling is a small fish like smelt.”—(P. 274.)

«Phe Frost-fish is little bigger than a Gudgeon, and are taken in
fresh brooks; when the waters are frozen they make a hole in the Ice,
about half a’yard or yard wide, to which the fish repair in great num-
bers, where, with small nets bound to a hoop about the bigness of a
firkin-hoop, with a staff fastened to it, they take them put ot the hole.
T have not done with the fish yet, being willing to let you know all of
them that are to be seen and catched in the Sea & fresh waters of New
England ; and because 1 will not tire your patience overmuch, having

no occasion to enlarge my discourse,

New Enéland’s rarities discovered
Plants of that country, etc.

I shall only name them and so con-

clude.”
“Aleport, Grandpisse, Porgee,
-Albiocre, Hake, - Remora,
Barracha, Haddock, Sea-Ravens,
Barracoutha, Horse-foot, Sail-fish,
Blew-fish, Hallibut, Scallop, .
" Bull-head, Hen-fish, Scate,
Bur fish, Lampre, Stingray,
Cat-fish, ~ Limpin, Sculpin,
Cony-fish, Lumpe, Shadd,
Cusk, Maid, Spurlin,
Clam, Monk-fish, Sheath-fish,
Rock-Cod, Sea-Mullet, Smelt,
Sea-Cod, - Nun-fish, Shrimps,
‘Divers kinds of Crabs, Perch, Sprates,
Sea-cucumber, Polluck, Star-fish,
Cunner, ~ . Periwincle, Sword-fish,
Sea-Darts or Javelins, Pike, Thornback,
Flail-fish, Pilot-fish, Turbet,
Flounder or Flowke, Plaicee, The Vlatife or Saw-fish,
Flying-fish, Porpisse, Sea-Vrchin,
several kinds, Prawne, Sea-Vnicorn.” _
Sea-Flea, Purple-fish, —{Pp. 276, 277.)

in Birds, Beasts, F'ishes, Serpents, and
By John Josselyn, Gent. 1672,

[Reprinted in Archsologia Americansa, vol. IV., 1860.] .
« The wobble, an ill-shaped bird; having no long feathers in their

" pinions, which is the reason they ¢
_ gwin. They are in the spring very fat, 0

annot fiy ; not much unlike the pen-
r rather oyly; but pull’d and

garbidg’d, and laid to the fire to roast, they yield not one drop.”*— (P.
146 '

_«The Sturgeon ; of whose soundy is made isinglass,—a kind of glew
much used in physick. This fish is here in great plenty, and in some
rivers so numerous that it is hazardous for canoes and the like small
vessels to pass to and again; asin Pechipscut River to th)e eastward.”—

(P. 164.)

“«The scarlet muscle.

At Paschataway, (a plantaﬁon about fifty

* This refers to the Great Auk; Alca impennis, now extinct.—8. F. B.



ABUNDANCE OF FISH ON NEW ENGLAND COAST. 151

leagues by sea eastward from Boston,) in a small cove called Baker’s
Cove, there is found this kind of muscle, whichr hath a purple vein;
which, being prickt with a needle, yieldeth a- perfect purple or scarlet
juice; dying linnén so that no washing will wear it out, but keeps its
lli)stli% ’xzn)any years. We mark our handkerchiefs and shirts with it.”—
(P. 167.
Blew Fish or Hound-fish, two kinds. Speekled hound-fish, and blew
hound-fish, called horse-fish..—(P. 158.)
Blew-fish or horse. I did never see any of them in England. They
are big usually as the salmon, and better meat by far. It is common in New
England, and esteemed the best sort of fish, next to rock-cod.—(P. 229.)

- A dvertisements Jor the inexperienced Planters of New England, or aﬁy-
where. Or, the Pathway to experience to erect a Plantation. By Cap-
taine Iohn Smith., London, 1631. . :

[ReprinM in Collections of the Mnssachusetts Historical Society, IXI., 3d series, 1833.]

At the sole charge of foure Merchants of London and my selfe, 1614,
within eight weekes sayling I arrived at Monahigan an Ile in America
in 43. degrees 39. minutes of Northerly latitude. "Had the fishing for
Whale proved as we expected, I had stayed in the country; but we
found the plots wee bad, so false, and the seasous for fishing and trade
by the unskilfalnesse of our Pylot so much mistaken, I was contented,
having taken by hookes and lines with fifteene or eighteene men at
most, more than 60,000 cod in lesse than a moneth.—(P. 19.)

The seven and thirty passengers miscarrying twice upon the coast
of England, came 80 ill-provided, they onely relyed upon the poore com-
pany they found, that had lived two yeares by their naked industry,
and what the country naturally afforded ; it is true, at first there hath
beene taken a thousand Bayses at a draught, and more than twelve
hogsheads of Herrings in a night; of other fish when and what they
would, when they Had meanes; but wanting most necessaries for fishing
and fowling, it is-a wonder how they conld subsist, fortifie themselves,
resist their enewmies, and plant their plants.—(Chap. 7, p. 19.)

One ship this summer with twenty cattell, and forty or fifty passen-
gers, arrived all well, and the ship at home againe in nine weekes: another
for all this exclamation of want, is returned with 10000. corfish, and
fourescore kegs of Sturgion, which they did take and save when the sea-
son was neare past, and in the very heat of summer, yet as good as can
be.—(Chap. 13, p. 42.)

A Desoription of New Fngland : or, the Observations & Discoueries of
- Captain John Smith ( Admirall of that Qountry) in the North of America,
in the year of our Lord 1614 ; with the successe of siwe Ships, that went
the newt yeare 1616; & the accidents befell him among the French men of
warre: with the proofe of the present benefit this Countrey affoords :
whither this present yeare, 1616, eight voluntary Ships are gone to make
Surther tryall. At London: Printed by Humfrey Lownes, for Robert
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Olerke; & areto be sould at his house called the Lodge, in Chancery lane, -
ouer against-Lincolnes Inne.—1616.” ‘

[(Reprinted in Force’s Historical Tracts, vol. ii. Contents, p. 3, Tract 1.]

“ The seasons for fishing approoned. In March, April, May, & halfe
June, here is Cod in abundaunce ; in May, June, July, & August, Mullet
& Sturgion; whose roes doe make Cauiare & Puttargo. Herring, if
any desire them, I haue taken many out of the bellies of Qods, some in
nets; but the Saluages compare their store in the sea, to the haires of
their heads: & surely there are an incredible abundance upon this
Coast. . In the end of August, September, October & Nouember, you
haueeCod againe to make Cor fish, or Poore John: & each hundred is
as good as two or three hundred in the New-found Land. So that halfe
the labor in hooking, splitting, & turning, is saued: & you may haue
your fish at what Market you will, before they can have any in New-’

Jound Land; where their fishing is chiefly but in June & July: whereas
it is heere in March, April, May, September, October, & Nouember, as
is said. So that by reason of this plantation, the Merchants may haue
fraught both out & home: which yeclds an advantage worth considera-
tion.” .

. ¢ The Mullets heere are in that abundance, you may take them with
nets, sometimes by hundreds, where at Cape blank they hooke them ;
yet those but one foot & a halfe in length.; these two, three, or foure,
as oft I have measured : much Salmon some haue found vp the Riuers,
as they haue passed: & heer the ayre is so temperate, as all these at
any time may well be preserued.” (Vol. I, p. 10, Tract 1.)

“ Of Beuers, Otters, Martins, Blacke Foxes, & Furres of price, may
yearely be had 6 or 7,000: & if thetrade of the French were preuented,
mauy more: 25,000 this yeare were brought from those Northern parts
into France; of which trade we may haue as good part as the French,
if we take good courses.” (Vol. I1, p. 12, Tract 1.)

Woops.—“ The cheefe headlands are onely Oape Tragabigzanda &
Cape Cod.” '

¢ Oke, is the chiefe wood ; of which there is great difference in re-
gard of the soyle where it groweth : firre, pyne, walnut, chesnut, birch,
ash, elme, cypresse, ceder, mulberrie, plumtree, hazell, saxefrage, &
many other sorts.” .

BIRDs.—¢ Eagles, Gripes, diucrse sorts of Haukes, Cranes, Geese,
Brants, Cormorants, Ducks, Sheldrakes, Teale, Meawes, Guls, Turkies,
Diue-doppers, & many other sorts, whose names I knowe not.” .
- FISHES.—¢ Whales, Grampus, Porkpisces, Turbut, Sturgion, Cod,
Hake, Haddock, Cole, Cusk, or small Ling, Shark, Mackerrell, Herring,

. Mullet, Base, Pinacks, Cunners, Pearch, Eels, Crabs, Lobsters, Muskles,
Wilkes, Oysters, & diuerse others, &c.” (Vol. I, p. 16, Tract 1.)

BrasTs.—‘“ Moos, a beast bigger than a Stagge; Deere, red, &
Fallow; Beuers, Wolues, Foxes, both blacke & other; Aroughconds,
Wild-cats, Beares, Otters, Martins, Fitches, Musquassus, & diuerse
gorts of vermine, whose names I know not. _All these & diuerse other
good things do heere, for want of vse, still increase, & decrease with
little diminution, whereby they growe to that abundance. You shall
scarce finde any i?-aye, Shallow Shore, or Coue of sand, where you may
not take many Clampes, or Lobsters, or both at your pleasure, & in
many places lode your boat if you please; Nor Iies where you finde
not fruits, birds, crabs, & muskles, or all of them, for taking, at lowe
water. And in the harbors we frequented a little boye might take of
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‘Cunners, & Pinacks, & such delicate fish, at the Ship’s sterne, more than

 sixe or tenne can eate in a daie; but with a casting-net, thousands
when wee pleased: & scarce any place, but Cods, Cuske, Holybut,
Mackerell, Scate, or such like, a man may take with a hooke or line
what he will, And, in diuerse sandy Baies, 2 man may draw with a net
great store of Mullets, Bases, & diuerse other sorts of such excellent
fish, as many as his Net can drawe on shore: no Riuer where there is
not plentie of Sturgion, or Salmon, or both; all which are to be had in
abundance obseruing but their seasons.” (Vol. I, p. 17, Tract 1.)

“And is it not pretty sport, to pull vyp two pence, six pence, and
twelue pence, as fast as you can hale & veare a line? He is a very bad
fisher, cannot kill in one day with his hooke & line, oue, two, or three
hundred Cods: which dressed & dryed, if they be sould there for ten
shillings the hundred, though in Enrgland they will gine more than
twentie; may not both the seruant, the wmaster, & marchant, be well
content with this gaine? If a man worke but three days in scauen, he
may get more then hee can spend, volesse he will be excessiue.”. (Vol.
II, p. 21, Tract 1.) ,

“ New England’s Trials. Declaring the successe of 80 ships employed
thither within these eight yeares ; and the benefit of that Country by Sea and
Land. With the present estate of that happie Plantation, begun but by
60 weakemen in the yeare 1620, And how to build a Fleste of good Shippes
to make a little Nauie Royall. Written by Captain John Smith, some-
times Gouernour of Virginia, & Admirall of New England. The Second
HBdition, London: Printed by William Iones.—1622.”

[Force’s Historical Tracts, vol. II, Tract 2. |

“ With two ships sent out at the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roy-
don, Captain George Langam, M. John Buley, & W. Skelton, I went
frd the Downes the third of March, & arriued in New England the
last of April, where I was to haue stayed but with ten men to keep pos-
session of those large territories. Had the whales proued, as curious
information had assured me & my adventurers, (but those things
failed.) So having but fortie-five men & boyes, we built seven boates,
37 did fish ; myselt with eight others rauging the coast, I took a plot of
what I could see, got acquaintange of the inhabitants; 1,100 Beuer skins,
100 Martins & as many Otters. 40,000 of drie fish we sent for Spaine
with the salt fish, traine oile & Furres. I returned for England the 18
of July, & arrived safe with my company the latter end of August.”
(Vol. IT, p. 9, Tract 2.) : T

¢“The country very pleasant & temperate, yeelding of it self great store
of fruites, as vines of diuers sorts in great abundance; there is likewise
walnuts, chesnuts, small nuts & plums, with much varietie of flowers,
rootes, & herbs, no lesse pleasant then wholsome & profitable: no place
hath more goose-berries & straw-berries, nor better, Timber of all sorts
you haue in England, doth couer the Land, that affoords beasts ot diuers
sorts, & great flocks of Turkies, Quailes, Pigeons & Partriges: many
great lakes abounding with fish, fowle, Beuers & Otters. The sea
affoords vs as great plenty of all excellent sorts of sea-fish as the riuers
& Iles doth varietie of wilde fowle of most vsefull sorts.” (Vol. I, p.
14, Tract 2.) . : >

{ Whal? is already writ.of the healthfulnesse of the aire, the richnesse
of the soile, the goodnes of the woods, the abundance of fruits, fish, &
fowle in their season, they stil affirm tﬁat haue bin there now neare 2
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yeares, & at one draught they haue taken 1,000.ba-sses, & in one night
twelve hogsheads of herring.” (Vol. 11, page 16, Tract 2.)

« @ov. Thomas Dudley's Letter to the Countess of Lincoln, March, 1631.
With explanatory Notes, by Dr. John Farmer, Corresponding Secretary
of the New-Hampshire Historical Society. Washington : Published by
Peter Force.~—1838." )

{Reprinted Force’s, Historical Tracts II., Tract 4.—1838.]

“Vpon the 8 of March, from after it was faire day light untill about
8 of the clock in the forenoone, there flew over all the tounes in our
plantacons so many flocks of doues, each flock conteyning many thou-
. sands, & some soe mauy that they obscured the lighte, that it passeth
credit, if but the truth should bee written. (Vol. I, page 17, Tract 4.)

« New English Canaan; or, Néw Canaan, containing an abstract of New
England.—Composed in three Bookes. The first setting forth the Originall
of the Natives, their Manners & Customs. Together with their tractable
Nature & Love towards the English. II. The Natural Indowments of
the Countrie, & what Staple Commodities it yeeldeth. III. What
People are planted there, their Prosperity, what remarkable Acoidents
have happened since the first planting of it : together with their Tenants
& practise of their Church. Written by Thomas Morton, of Clifford’s
Inn, Gent. Upon ten Yeers Knowledge & Bxperiment of the Country.
Printed by Charles Green—1632.7

[Reprinted in Foxce’s Historical Tracts, Vol. II, Tract 5. ’

«And first of the Swanne, because she is the biggest of the fowles of
that Country. There are of them in. Merrimack River, & in other
parts of the country, greate ‘Store at the seasons of the yeare.”

« There are Gesse of three sorts, vize, brant Geese, which are pide, .
& white Geese which are bigger, & gray Geese, which areas bigg &
bigger tben the tame Geese of England, with black legges, black bills,
. heads & necks black.’— Vol. II, p. 46, Z’raot 5.)

“Ducks, there are of three kindes, pide Ducks, gray Ducks, & black
Daucks in greate abundance.” . ) :

“TTeales, there are of two sorts greene winged, & blew winged.”

- .« Widggens there are, & abundance of other water foule.”
¢ Simpes, there are like our Simpes in all respects, with very little
.difference.” _ .

« Sanderlings are dainty birds, more full bodied than a Snipe.”

« Oranes, there are greate Store.” (P. 47, Tract 3.) :

« Turkies there are, which divers times in_ great flocks have sallted
by our doores. Of these there hath bin killed, that have weighed forty-
eight pound a peece. I had a salvage who hath taken out his boy in a
morning, & they have brought home their loades about noone. I have
asked them what number they found in the woods, who have answered
Neent Metawna, which is a thousand that day; the plenty of them
is such in these parts. They are easily killed at rooste, because the
one being killed, the other it fast neverthelesse, & this is no bad
commodity.” .

“«There are a kinde of fowles which are commonly called Pheisants,



ABUNDANCE OF FISH ON NEW ENGLAND COAST. ~ 155

but whether they be pheysants or no, I will not take upon mee, to de-
termine. They are in form like our pheisant-henne of England. Both
the male & the female are alike; but they are rough footed: -& have
stareing fethers about the head & neck, the body is as bigg as the
pheysant-henne of England; & are excellent white flesh, & delicate
whiteé meate, yet wo seldome bestowe a shoote at them.”

« Partridges, there are much, like our Partridges of England, they are
of the same plumes, but biggerinbody. They have not the signe of the
horse shoe-shoe on the brest as the Partridges of England; nor are they
coloured about the heads as those are; they sit on the trees. ForIhave
geen 40. in one tree at a time; yet at night they fall on the ground, &
sit until morning so together; & are dainty fiesh.”

«There quailes also, but bigger then the quailes in England. They
take trees also: for I have numbered 60. upon a tree at a time. The
cocks doe call at the time of the yeare, but with a different note from
the Cock quailes of England.”. (P. 48, Tract b.) '

« There are Owles of divers kindes: but Idid neve heare any of them
whop as ours doe.” !

«There are Crowes, kights & rooks that doe differ in some respects-
from those of England. The Crowes (which I have much admired,
what should be the cause) both smell & taste of Muske in Summer, but
not in Winter.” (P. 49, Tract b.) :

«There is a curious bird to see to, called a hunning bird, no bigger
than a great Beetle; that out of question lives upon the Bee, which he
eateth & catcheth amongst Flowers: For it is his Custome to frequent
those places, Flowers he cannot feed upon by reason of his sharp bill,
which is like the poynt of a Spanish needle, but Shorte. His fethers
have a glosse like silke, & as hee stirres, they show to be of a chaing-
able coloure; & has bin, & is admired for shape, coloure, & size)”
(P 80, Tract b.) .

«There are in this Coumtry, three kindes of Deares of which there
are greate plenty, & those are very usefull. First, therefore I will
speake of the Elke, which the Salvages call a Mose: it is a very large
Deare, with a very faire head, & a broade palme, like the palme of a
fallow Deares horne, but much bigger, & is 6. footewide betweene the
tipps, which grow curbing downwards: Hee is of thé bignesse of a
great horse. There is a second sort of Deare (lesse then the redd Deare
of England, but much bigger then the English fallow Deare) swift of
foote, but of & more darke coloure; with some griseld heares. When
his coate is full growne in the summer season, his hornes grow curving,
with a croked beame, resembling our redd Deare, not with a palme like
the fallow Deare.” (P. 51, Tract5.) :

“There is likewise a third sorte of deare, lesse then the other, (which
are a kind of rayne deare,) to the southward of all the English planta-
_ tious, they are excellent good flesh. And these also bring three fownes

at & time, & in this particular the Deare of those parts, excell all the

knowne Deare of the whole world.” -
) “The next in mine epinion fit to be spoken of is the Beaver; which
is & Beast ordained, for land & water both, & hath fore feet like a cunny,
lier hinder feate like a goese, mouthed like 4 cunny, but short eared
like a Serat, fishe. in summer, & wood in winter, which hee conveyes
to his howse built on the water, wherein hee sifts with his tayle hang-
ing in the water, which else would over heate & rot oft.’—(P, 52, Tractb.)

«The Otter of those parts, in Winter season, hath a furre as black so
jett, & is a furre of very highe price; a good black skinne is worth.
3. or 4. Angels of gold. ‘The Flesh is eaten by the Salvages: but how






