[X.—THE GREAT BOHUSLAN HERRING-FISHERIES.

By AXiL ViengrM LJUNGMAN.*

Among the causes which have exercised a powerful influence on the
" material and moral well-being of the population of Bohuslin, the large
periodical herring-fisheries doubtless occupy 4 very prominent place. They
are called periodical, because, as far as known, they have only lasted from
twenty to eighty years, with intervals of sixty to one hundred, or of an
average of seventy years, when the North Sea herrings did not enter
the Kattegat and visit our coasts. We will, for the present, not inquire
into the causes of this phenomenon, but observe what influence these
fisheries have had on the well-being of our country, and endeavor to
draw certain lessons for the future. We intend to show that these fish-
cries have exercised an influence not so much through the enormous
income derived from them as by the corruption and immorality which
they brought in their train, and by the sudden and radical changes which
they occasioned in the quiet and even development of the resources of
the province. .

In considering oach one of the fishing-periods separately we arrive
at the remarkable and unexpected result that in course of time theso
troubles rather increase than decrease. To prove this we shall give
a brief account of the older fisheries in chronological order, and give
2 fuller account of the more recent tisheries,

The oldest date we have regarding the Bohuslidn herring-fisheries is
from the reign of Olof “the Saint” (A. D.1000-1028). The war between
him and Olof “Lap-king,” which prevented the Visigoths from drawing
their usual supply of herrings and salt from Bohusliin,! caused the bold
utterances of Thorgny at the general assembly at Upsala in 1020, The
old northern sagas relate that there were considerable herring-fisheries
in Southern Norway, which undoubtedly means the coast of Bohuslin
during the reign of King Sverre, that is, during the second half of the
eleventh century. The data regarding the herring-fisheries which we
have from those remote times are, however, so incomplete and so vague

* Ndgra ord om de stora bohus-linska Silifiekena, Af Axel Vilkelm Ljungman. Goteborg,
1877. ‘Translated by Herman Jacobson.

The province of Bohuslin has an area of 1,952 square miles and a population (De-
comber, 1876) of 248,024. The chief city is Gottenburg, with 70,000 inhabitants, the
second city of Sweden,—Translator’s note.

11t must be remembored that in 871 the Norwegian king, Harold ¢ Haarfagre” (Fine
hair), had united Bohusliin with Norway, in whose possession it remained till 1658,
when it was ceded to Sweden. .
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that all we can gather from them is the fact that even then the herring-
fisherics were carried on only at long intervals, for if they had been going
on uninterruptedly they would certainly have assumed such proportions
as to attract the attention of the authors of the sagas. The conditions
nnder which such fisheries can be carried on in Bobhuslin are so favor-
able, compared with the northern and western coasts of Norway—and
Norway was at that time powerful enough to proteet the fisheries during
the short fishing-season—that it would Le nnreasonable to suppose that
such had not been the case, or that the herrings should have visited this
coast steadily without any considerable fisheries being carried on. But
as in all probability the herrings did not come regularly every year, the
Bohuslin herring-fisheries must have been less important in those times.
This will appear still more probable if we take into counsideration the
smaller population, the constant disturbances occasioned by civil and for-
eign wars, and the limited knowledge of proper fishing-implements and
of the proper way of preparing fish for the trade.

The first Bohuslin herring-fishery of any importance has, therefore,
probably been the one which attracted so much attention during the first
part of the thirteenth century, and which is supposed to have begun
towards the end of King Hakon Hdkonsson’s veign, that is, in the begin-
ning of the second half of the twelfth century. King Hdkon “the
Old” died in 1262, and in 1257 it seems the fisheries had not yet com-
menced.2 It was only under the reign of this king that the outer coast
of Bohusliin was occupied and cultivated by man, which certainly was
the most essential condition of the development of the sea-fisheries as a
trade independent of agriculture.

Bohusliin, like the rest of Norway, had, during the twelfth century,
reached a degree of civilization, wealth, and population which scarcely
found its equal in the other portions of Seandinavia. The city of Mar-
strand dates its existence from that period (although its excellent har-
bor had before that time become i favorite mecting-place of merchant-
vessels); and the establishment of wealthy convents® near Drags-
mark seems likewise to point to the importance and development
of this coast. With the convent founded by King Hdkon there was
combined a sort of Ligh school, one of the first of its kiud, if not in the
whole of Scandinavia, at least in that portion. This sehool, during the
following two centuries, became of considerable importance for,the whole
country. The constant intercourse kept up by a flourishing commerce
between Norway and foreign countries, the great interest taken in litera-

2Concerning these fisheries see 4. Boeclk's article: ¢‘Det bohuslinsla sillfiskeriet’s histo-
rig,” in ¢ Nordisk Tidsskrift for iskeri,” I, Copenhagen, 1873, pp. 1-3; and 4. E. Holmberg :
“Bohusliin’s historia ock beskrifning.” Uddevalla, 1842-'45. I, p. 80; I, p. 84; 111, p.
194,406. Second edition, Ocrelwro, 1867, I, p. 96, 279; 1K, p. 314; III, p. 191. ‘The opiu-
ion advanced by the first-mentioned anthor that these fisheries had commenced long;
before the end of the twelfth century seems, however, somewhat doubtful.

sEven long before this timne thore was a similar convent at Konungabella,

4 Holmbery : Bohuslin’s historia och beskrifning, 111, p. 102-108; 2d ed., IT, p. 227.
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ture and art, evinced by translations of the master-works of the litera-
tures of Western Europe, and by beautiful buildings, of course contrib-
uted their share towards the mental development of the people. And
as Bohusliin, on account of its favorable location, its wealth, and popu-
lation, had formed an important portion of the monarchy ever since the
beginning of the tenth century, where the kings often resided and where
the nobility gathered, it cannot, as under changed circumstances was
the case at a later perjod, have been neglected over other portions of
Scandinavia. This period was, in many respects, the golden age of Bo-
buslin, and it reached a degree of wealth and political power which
even the party-warfare of centuries could not destroy entirely. These
civil wars resulted in the strengthening of the royal power and the estab-
lishment of a well-ordered government, which Swedeun, for instance, did
not obtain till the reign of Gustaf Vasa (1623-1560). All this caused the
rich herring-fisheries, which are supposed to have begun about 1260, to be
carried on with energy, in order to utilize the vast masses of herrings
which came to the coast. These herring-fisheries continued without any
considerable disturbance by war till far into the thirteenth century, and
it is not impossible that there was good fishing off and on till the year
1341. If our suppositions regarding the Leginning and end of these
fisheries are correct, which, however, cannot be said with absolute cer-
tainty, this fishing-period must have extended over ei ghty years or more,
and would, therefore, have been the longest fishing period on record.
From this fishing-period we have the first account of foreigners being
allowed to participate in the herring-fisheries, a measure by which first
the herring-trade and then all the other trade of the country gradually
got into the hands of foreigners, by which Bohuslin lost much of its
importance, which, to a great oxtent, depended on its shipping and com-,
merce. The foreigners who visited these fishing-grounds had certainly
to pay a tax for the herrings which they took away, but it is not known
that any sach tax was demanded from the citizens of the country, either
for exporting herrings or for the privilege of participating iu the fisheries.

Under the reign of Magnus Hdkonsson, the son of the above-mentioned
king, Hakon Hdkonsson, in the year 1274, the old provincial laws of Nor-
way were revised and collected in a common law, which is the oldest law
that was ever in force in Bohuslidn. Its regulations regarding the fish-
eries are, in the main points, in force in Norway to this very day. As
regards the herring-fisheries, the regulations are evidently taken from
the older laws of Northern and Western Norway,’ and only relate to the
80-called spring-herring fisheries, which are carried on during the winter,
but not to those fisheries which are carried on during the milder season
of the year, and consequently not to the Bohuslin fisheries.

At the end of the above-mentioned fishing-period there followed a
longer interval quring which those kinds of herring which chiefly form

® Hdkon Hakonsson’s Low XV, 5, Compare L. M. B. Aubert: <“.De norske Retskilder og
deres Anvendelse,” Christiania, 1877, p. 36.
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the object of the great fisheries do not seem to have visited our coast.
About the middle of the fourteenth century we find very flourishing her-
ring-fisheries, and on the 15th of July, 1453, Pope Nicholas V urged the
archbishop of Lund, the bishop of Skara, and the abbot of the convent
of Hovedd to protect the right of the priests in the diocese of Oslo to
receive a tithe of all the herrings that were caught against any interfer-
ence of the secular powers.® But we possess a much more distinct
and important proof that rich herring-fisheries oceurred during this
period, in a deposition® made at the district court of Askim, on Tuesday
- after St. Botulph’s day, that is, the 22d of June, 1496, which says,  that
Hyvinge and other coasts have from olden times belonged to the Swedish
empire and to the district of Elffnesborg, no one can question; and those
who caught herrings there paid a tax at Elffpesborg, as is well known.”
‘We thus must conclude that herring-fisheries had been going on there
which were still remembered, and that the authorities taxed the people
for the privilege of participating in these fisheries. This change of our
periodical herring-fishery to a kind of government fishery?® is something
entirely new and unknown in former legislation. In all probability it
may be traced to the foreign tendency and “the constant impecuniosity
of the union kings, who came from German stock. In Denmark, where
the union kings mostly resided, the rule had been established that every-
thing which did not belong to an individual or to a community belonged
to the king. A circumstance which caused the introduction of such a
herring-tax, or at any rate facilitated it, may have been the popular
notion that the herring-fisheries were a special gift of Provideuce, for
which gratitude should be expressed to the king as to the representative
of divine power. This last-mentioned idea is doubtless derived from the
pagan idea that the highest priestly power belongs to the king. In ac-
cordance with this idea the Norwegian law granted to the king a certain
portion of the whales which from time to time were driven against the
coast of Norway. Although we have no positive proof that the tax on
herring-fisheries was also introduced in Bohusliin, it is highly probable
that this was the case sooner in Bohuskin than in Vestergotland, unless
the crown claimed this tax at one and the same time in both provinces,
which is the most probable supposition. The royal power was at that
time much more developed in Norway than in Sweden, and it is scarcely
probable that the union kings should have introduced such a fax in Ves- '
tergotland and not also in Bohuskin. The herring-fisheries of Western
and Northern Norway were not treated in the same manuer, because
they were of a different character, there being no periods when these
fisheries stopped entirely, like those of Bohusliin; although something
similar takes place in the winter fisheries, the summer and autumn fish-
eries have generally continued without interruption.
76 Bocck in “Nordiak Tidsskrift for Fiskeri,” 1, p. 3-4.
7 J. Ocdman : ““Bohusléns beskrifning,” Stockholm, 1746, p. 378-380.
8 C. G. Styffe, ““IFramstdllning af de 8. k. Grundregalernas uppkomst och tillampwing 4
Sverige,” p. 266,
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‘We have no data regarding the time when this Bohusliin herring-fish-
ery of the fourteenth century began or when it ended. We know that
King Erik, * the Pommeranian” (1389-1439), asked the English king, Henry
¥V, in the year 1415, to prohibit the inhabitants of several English sea-
towns from fishing for herrings on the coast of Norway, which privilege
had been granted to them in the year 1294; but it is uncertain whether
this prohibition referred to actual fishing or to general trade—more espe-
cially to the exportation of lumber—which was going on under the pre-
text of herring-fishing.? Nor is it absolutely certain that this prohibition
referred to Bohusliin, although this is quite probable. The herring-fish-
eries at that time formed a pretext for Englishmen, and still more for
Dutchmen from the province of Zealand, as well as for Germans, to get
a great portion of the trade of Scandinavia, “and especially Denmark,”
into their hands; and the lumber trade was at that time, and even till
Bohusliin was united with Sweden, one of the principal sources of income
of this province. Since King Erik at the same time prohibited the Ger-
mans from fishing in Skéne, whilst he granted still greater privileges to
the Dutch, it almost seems as if he had intended that the Dutch should
monopolize the Scandinavian herring-fisheries. They were doubtless
less dangerous than the (Jermflns, who occasionally attempted to acquire
these rights by force.

During this fishing-period the city of Marstrand obtained similar priv-
ileges from King Christopher, ¢ the Bavarian,” in July, 1442, and itschurch,
in the year 1460, was granted a tithe of the herring-fisheries.® We
mention these facts merely to prove that this city must at that time have
been in a flourishing condition, which could not have been brought about
by anything but the herring-fisheries. Uddevalla had probably at this
time likewise gained importance and become a e¢ity. Its oldest priv-
ileges, however, date from the end of the fourteenth century.

To this herring-fishery of the fourteenth century the old historian
Peter Olausson doubtless refers in his well-known work ¢ Norriges ocom-
liggende Oers sandfaerdige Bescriffuelse” (True Description of Norway
and the surrounding Islands), when he says: «It is said that in former
times there have been very extensive herring-fisheries in Viksidan,
which have disappeared by magic, bad men having sunk a copper horse
in the sea and thercby driven the herrings away from the coast; but
this is only a fable; for it was the wickedness of men, their a,buse of
God’s good gifts and their godless life, which caused the fisheries to
ceage. This was also the case during the last herring-fishery which the
merciful God gave to Viksidan in the year 1556.” Peter Clausson lived
during the second half of the sixteenth century.

Concerning thislast-mentioned herring-fishery, which commenced about

° Seo Holmberg, **Bohuslin’s historia och beskrifuing,” 11, p. 14; 24 edition, I, p. 211.

10 Holmberg, © Bohusldn's historia och beskrifning,” 111, p. 40()—408 4929; 24 edition, III,
p. 192-193,212.

1 At that time Bohuslién was called “Fiksidan,” to distinguish it from the southeast-
€rn coast of Norway, which was called “ dgdesidan.”
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the middle of the sixteenth century,”? and which continued without inter-
ruption till 1590, we possess much more information. The ‘change of
these fisheries from public to crown fisheries in Vestergotland, which is
actually proved, whilst the same is supposed to have taken place in
Bohusliin, has now been fully proved also with regard to this last-men-
tioned province. 1t was carried out in 2 manner which exercised a great
influence on the fishing-trade and on the physical and moral welfare of
our coast. On the 19th of April, 1561, King Frederick I1 sent a letter
to the Bohuslin authorities in which he says: “Since we have learned
that the fisheries are very much increasing in Marstrand, we ask you to
see to it that the royal tax on fishing is regularly collected.”

Turther information concerning this right of the crown we find in
the “Rules and Regulations for the Bohuslin herring-fisheries,” pub-
lished on the 12th of July, 1561, which are said to be the oldest reg-
ulations of this kind, and which at that time were generally known
by the name of the ‘““Marstrand law-books.” We must here give the
introduction to these ¢ Rules and Regulations” as showing the claims
of the king and the great influence of this fishery on the material
welfare of our province. It reads asfollows: “We, Frederick IT, make
known to all men, that since we have learned how the Almighty God
has extended his favor and blessing to our kingdom of Norway by let-
ting the herrings come to i{s coast, we decree for the benefit of all those
who are engaged in the fisheries, first, that all foreign merchants attend-
ing the fisheries must stay in Marstrand and nowhere else,' and there
pay to us a fax of 320 herrings per season and one-half dollar for every
12 tons of herring exported from the kingdom.!® Second, that no foreign
merchants visiting these fishing-stations shall bring with them any but-
ter, skins, tallow, or any other goods, except what they absolutely need

12 Ag already in the yoar 1557 the citizens of Oslo, Ténsberg, and Sarpsborg, had
obtained the privilege of trading with Marstrand, Kungelf, and Udevalla, in exchange
for certain rights granted to the inhabitants of these towns, it scems that even at that
time the fisheries had become so extensive as to attract attention; and the herrings
must certainly have come to this coast several years previous to 1657, For it often
takes along time till good herring-fisheries become known, which has been fully proved
by our fisheries during the soventeenth century.

13The extracts from the royal letters and regulations concerning the herring-fisheries
of tho fifteenth century are taken from dxcl Boeck’s above-mentioned treatise on the
history of the Bohuslin herring-fisheries in ¢ Nordisk Tidsskrift for Fiskeri,” 1, p. 5~
27, .t01Which we refer those who desire further information regardimg this fishing-
period.

14This regulation was occasionally dispensed with, for instance in 1566 for the Lubeck
merchants; but in 1573 and 1580 it was decreed that foreign merchants could only
trade in other places by special permit from the Marstrand tax-gatherers.

15 This tax was finally raised toone dollar for every 12 tons; the consequence was
that many foreign merchants wmnade false entries, giving the names of Swedish mer-
chants in other towns as the owners of the herrings; or bought the herrings from the
@ishermen on the outer coast, and thus paid no tax at all. . By a Royal Decree of 1680
it was strictly forbidden to export any fresh herrings.
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during the time they stay here. Any one transgressing this rule for-
feits his goods. Our own subjects shall be allowed to fish wherever
herrings are found, and pay their annual tax in Marstrand.”” They need
not pay any tax on those herrings which they salt for their own use, but
on herrings salted for exportation to foreign parts they shall pay the
same tax as foreigners.’® Both citizens and foreigners are commanded
to faithfully observe all theseregulations.” These so-called ¢ Law-books?”
must not be considered, however, as having introduced any new or per-
manent law, or as having changed any of the general laws of the country,
with the exception of regulations which were occasionally made just for
one season.'” Transgressions of these laws and regulations did not come
before the common courts, but before the royal tax-gatherers, who in
fact superintended the entire fisheries. It appears from the introduc-
tion to the oldest of these so-called *Law-books,” that the inhabitants
of Bohusliin, like all others who participated in these fisheries, had to
pay a certain tax, and that the same right of fishing was given to the
king’s subjects in Denmark and Germany as well as to those in Norway.
It is evident that such a law as that which the kings had made with re-
gard to the Marstrand coast, and later also with regard to the more
northern portions of the coast, allowing foreigners to participate in the
fisheries on very much the same conditions as their own subjects, drew
a large number of people to our coasts during the fishing-season, and
Peter Clausson also reports that every year several thousand vessels and
boats came from Denmark and Holstein as well as from other countries.
As the king of course desired the greatest possible revenue from his
fisheries, and as this revenue was paid partly in an annual quantity of
herrings, and partly in a certain sumn of money on those herrings that
were exported, it was of course desirable to draw a large number of
fishers to the coast and export as many herrings as possible. It appears,

16 Ag there were constant complaints that the foreign merchants injured the home-
trade, a decree was published in 1569, that they should only be allowed to trade from
Michaelmas (September 29) till the first Sunday in Lent. And by further decrees of
1573 and 1580, the privileges of foreign merchants were limited still more.

17 The tax in herrings must alwaysbe paid in the largest and best herrings, and was
measured in a separate vessel holding about one-third of & ton. Every fisherman must
sell to the government & boat-load of the first herrings at, the “usual” price. The
government moreover had the first right to buy the best herrings—until all the royal
salting-houses were suppliecd—any one who made a higher bid than the tax-gatherers
being heavily fined. The tax-gatherers, however, must pay the highest price which
could reasonably be demanded.

1 In 1580 the tax was raised to one dollar for 12 tons, also for citizens if they exported
their fish in foreign vesscls. i

19 The assertion made by some people, that several regulations contained in these
“Law-books” have been handed down to our own times by popular tradition and are
still observed by the coast population of Bohusliin, shows only complete ignorance of
the present state of affairs. The most complete of these ‘Law-books” is mentioneq in
Th. Boeck's Oversigt over Literatur, Love, Forordningar, Rescripter m. m. vedrirende de
®orske Fiskerier [Review of the literature, laws, regulations, decrees, &c., of the
Norwegian Fisheries], Christiania. 1866, p. 3-8.
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however, that the inhabitants of Bohuslin did not lock favorably upon
fishermen coming from abroad, and Peter Clausson relates that the Bo-
husldn people hated all those who came there to fish, and frequently
cursed them and beat them, so that it was not safe for any fisherman to
g0 among them, unless they were well armed and a number of them
went together. Gradually, however, the number of foreign fishermen
grew so large that they became all-powerful, and the principal part of
the herring-trade passed into their hands. In order to become a source
of pational welfare, the herring-fishery must, as was the case with the
Dutch, be not so much an object in itself as a means of increasing com-
merce and navigation. From the time (1612 and 1620) when the Dutch
resolved to carry on the herring-fisheries according to strict rules for
their own sake and as an object in itself, they began to go down, and
gradually lost their importance, so that this so-called ¢ gold mine” of
the Netherlands dwindled down to nothing, and had finally to be sup-
ported by considerable government subsidies.

The method of fishing likewise led to trouble, for in order to catch
the greatest possible number of fish, nets were used exclusively, requir-
ing a large number of people, who were thus taken away from other
occupations, and being crowded together, occasioned disturbances and
immoral practices. The cause why fishing was carried on with nets must
doubtless be sought in traditions and in the regulations of the above-
mentioned ¢“Law-books,” as well asin the manner in which the royal
tax was collected.?? Even the preparing of the herrings for the trade,
which consisted chiefly in drying, required by far too many men.

That these fisheries were very cousiderable may be inferred from sta-
tistics given in 2 pamphlet published at the time, according to which
Marstrand annually salted, dried, and exported 600,000 tons of her-
rings”* We must here give Peter Clausson’s brief description of these
fisheries, as throwing a good deal of light on this whole question. He
gays: ‘Several thousand people from the neighboring countries, Nor-
way, Denmark, and Holstein, had come here with their wives and
children, and had built themselves houses on the coast. Noblemen, as
well as merchants and peasants, had erected large and beautiful houses,
some of them two or three stories high; some of these were so large
that 168 tons of herrings could conveniently be hung up and dried at
oneand thesametime. Extending for 50 to 60 miles along the outer coast,
therewere many thousand houses and huts, aund numberless peoplelived on
every bay and fiord and island. Thousands of vessels arrived annually
from Denmark, Germany, Holland, England, Scotland, and France for
the purpose of buying herrings and shipping them to distant countries.”
Marstrand, which was the centre of the fishery and the trade connected

 Gep ¢ Law-book” of October 26, 1575, §§ 8-11, 13; Holmbery, ¢¢ Bohusléin’s historia

och beskrifning,” 11, p. 88; 2d edition, I, p. 283,
# Holmberg, “Bohueldn’s Listoria och bcskrzfmng,” 11, p. 84-85; III, p. 408; 2d edition,

1, p. 280; 1II, p. 193.






