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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The accompanying statistical report on the fisheries of the South
Atlantic States is based on investigations made by agents of the United
States Fish Commission in 1898, the information relating to the year
1897. The general results of this work were made public in the report
of the Division of Fisheries for 1898, and were also presented earlier
and in more condensed form in Statistical Bulletin No.9, Single sheet
statistical bulletins are usually issued upon the completion of field
work, and distributed in the fishery region to which they refer, in
advance of the regular reports of the Commission, The information
collected during this canvass is here presented in full, the results
having been tabulated and the various features of the fisheries shown
in detail.

The report has been prepared under the direction of Mr, C. H. Town-
send, assistant in charge of the Division of Fisheries. The field inqui-
ries were conducted by Messrs. W. A. Wilcox, T. M. Cogswell, and
John N. Cobb, agents of the division, to whom should be credited the
explanatory notes relating to the States in which they worked. The
fisheries of North Carolina were canvassed by Messrs. Cogswell and
Cobb; those of South Carolina and Georgia by Mr. Wilcox, and of
eastern I'lorida by Mr. Cobb.

The assistant in charge has had the constant aid of Mr. S. Le k.
Pritchard and other members of the office force of the division in the
preparation of the tables,

GEo. M. BOWERS,
Commissioner.
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STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC
STATES.

GENERAL NOTES AND STATISTICS.

The condition of the commercial fisheries of this region, as shown in
the following report, has not changed to any marked degree since
they were canvassed in 1890. Although there has been a general
increase in respect to persons employed, capital invested, and value of
products, the development of the fisheries is not yet proportionate to
the important fishery resources of the States considered. The region,
as a whole, with its numerous rivers and extensive sounds, is destined
to maintain greater fishery industries.

The investigations were confined to the coastal waters and to the
lower courses of the rivers as far inland as commercial fisheries are
maintained.

The table on pp. 176-177 gives general comparisons with former
canvasses made in 1880 and 1890. Comparisons in detail may be
made by consulting previous statistical publications* of the United
States Fish Commission on this subject.

The tables on pp. 174-175 show, by States, the condition of the fisheries
of the South Atlantic States in 1897, The capital invested in the fish-
eries of this region amounted to $1,828,832. Of this amount $1,218,459
is credited to North Carolina, $174,354 to South Carolina, $284,864 to
Georgia, and $151,155 to eastern Florida.

The total number of persons employed was 17,185, of which number
14,449 were fishermen and 2,736 shoresmen. In the North Carolina
fisheries alone 12,045 were employed; in South Carolina, 2,139; and in
Georgia, 1,869. The fishermen of the eastern coast of Florida num-
bered 1,132.

The total number of vessels employed was 243, having a tonnage of
2,790.83, and valued, with their outfit, at $200,280. The total number

*The Fishery Industries of the United States, section 11, Geographical Review of

the Fisheries for 1880. .
The Fishery Industries of the United States, section v, History and Methods of

the Fisheries,

Report on the Fisheries of the South Atlantic States, by Hugh M. Smith, M. D.
Bull. U, 8. Fish Com., 1891, pp. 267-356.

The Fish and Fisheries of the Coastal Waters of Florida. U. 8. Fish Commission
Report for 1896, {P 263-342. .

‘Report on the Fisheries of Indian River, Florida. U. 8. Fish Commission Report
for 1896, pp. 223-262.
_ Notes on the Extent and Condition of the Alewife I'isheries of the Uuited States
in 1896, by Hugh M. Smith. Report U. S. Fish Commission for 1898, pp. 31-43.

The Shad Fisheries of the Atlantic Coast of the United States, by Charles H.
Stevenson. Report U. S. Fish Commission, 1898, pp. 101~269.
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of boats in this region was 6,691, valued at $276,866. The apparatus
of capture had a value of $492,596, and other accessory property
$531,290.

Gill nets have been the most important form of apparatus employed,
and were valued at $243,482, pound nets ranking next in importance,
with a value of 8137,175. The value of seines is placed at $95,340, all
other forms of apparatus being of minor importance.

The products of the fisheries amount to 80,390,465 pounds, with a
value of $1,833,155. The products of the fisheries of North Carolina
were valued at $1,316,017; those ot South Carolina, $210,456; of Geor-
gia, $170,605; and of castern Florida, $136,077. The most importaut
item with respect to product is shad, which is valued at $478,784,
oysters ranking next, with a value of 8334,934. JMullet is third and is
valued at $115,465.. Alewives and squeteague follow with values of
8118,124 and $112,578, respectively.

Shad and oysters are by far the most important products of the figh-
eries of North Carolina; oysters, whiting, shad, and sea bass of South
Carolina and Georgia, while in eastern IFlorida the leading fishery
products are shad, mullet, pompavo, and squeteague.

Since the last canvass of this region, which was in 1890, there has
been an increasc in the fisheries of all these States except castern
Florida. Taking the region as a whole, there has been an iucrease in
products of 13,205,847 pounds, having a value of $259,451. There has
been an increase in capital invested of $140,546. North Carolina is the
only State where the investment has decreased, the amount of this de-
crease being $25,529. Since 1890 the value of the yield of the more
important fishes, such as shad, mullet, and alewives, has been nearly
stationary, while that of oysters has increased about one-third.

Table showing the number and value of vessels, boals, apparatus, and shore property
employed in the fisheries of the South Atlantic States in 1897.

I N | I
North Carolina. S""lti]:"(l’“m' Georgia.  Florida. ! Total
Items. i SR U I | I
No. Value. No. | Valae. | No. i Value. | No. : Value. | No. Value.
- J DU I : — JEN e
| |

Vessels .......... 174 | $1561,375 . 16 '$15, 742 b1 '$28, 833 | 2 ¢ $4,830 | 243 | $200, 280

‘Tonnage . -.i1,870.23 |.......... 262,03 |...._... 641.80 ........ 16. 87 '2,790.83 .. ...._.

Boats.... 4,428 | 202,700 | 1,050 ! 34,080 080 | 20,277 2 6, 691 276, 866

Seines .. 1,044 86, 185 88 - 3,045 66| 2,305 1,242 95, 340

Gill nets. 86, 688 179,190 408 | 23,840 424 | 11, 805 88, 007 243, 482

Pound ne 1,852 | 136,475 |.. 137,175

Fyke nets . 23 4 341

Cast nets . . [0 T PP 1,165

Turtlenets ......l.........4.......... 880

3] T 1,233 885 885

Tines coceeeeiaeic]eenai... 247 1,023

Wheels .......... 70 1, 050 1,050

Dredges ......... 26 855 905
Tongs, rakes, and | [ |

grabs.......... 1,491 3, 383 246 ¢ 1,602 547 ° 2,133 51 337 2, 335 7,545

Other apparatus .| ........ 12,820 ....... ([ P, ; T O 2,4 5
Shore aud acces- ; [ |

80TY property..|......... | 815,164 [....... | 45,055 [.oennn. 106,356 |...... 64,715 {..nv.... 531, 200

Cash capital ... ..|......... | 138,400 [.......: 48,800 {....... ‘111,500 | ..... 28,100 [......... 327,800

Total ...... ; ......... i1.218.460 ceee... 174,354 .......|284. 8064 |...... 151,155 |......... 1, 828, 832

* Shown in other apparatus.
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Number of persons employed in. the fisheries of the South Atlantio States in 1897.

Fishermon.|Shoresmen.| Total.
North Carolina. 1,025 12, 045
South Carolina . 205 2,139
Georgia ...c-... 465 : 1,869
FloridaA..coccoeeececneesn 141 | 1,132
PO - o e e meeess e nam e e mma e eae 2,736 | 17,185

Table showing the quantity and value

of products taken in the fisherics of the South Atlantic
States in 1897.

Species.

North Carolina. South Carolina.

Florida.

Lbs. 'I Value.

Lbs. |Value.

Alewives, fresh......-..-

Alewives, salted ...

Cat-flsh.... .

Chanuel bass or red-fish,

frosl ocvevenneccenocee

Channel bass or red-fish,

Flounders .....
Groupers -.....
Hickory shad..

King-fish ceveeceenrieannn
Menhaden ......oooveennt
Mullet, fresh .......ennn
Mullet, saltod............

Scad or round robin. ..
Scabrss ..coeecaeece-

Sharks ....
Sheepshead
Snuprers ...........
Span

Spotsand cronkers,salted

Squeteague, fresh........

Squeteague, salted
Strawblerry bass. .
Striped basa
Sturgeon ...
Suckaers. ..

Wnrm%uth bass.

WhItIE evneee e

Other fish.

Craw-fish..... .
Terrapins .... ceen

Turtles .

Seallops ... .
(shvim' .......... W

queteaguce sounds ..
Réfuso. -

UBGeenccrccnccaasonnes

Sailor's choice ..........

sh mackerel
Spotsand croakers, fresh.

1, 504, 300 | 45,360

124, 000 3,720
235,782 | 3,542

362, 802 | 11,766
4,800 800

|
1, 316, 017 ;5, 280, 446 |210. 450

'4, 903, 100 |l70. 605 i5, 882, 662 |186, 077
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Table showing the quantity and value of produots taken in the fisheries of the South Atlantio
States tn 1897—Continued.

SUMMARY.

Specics. Lbs. Value. ‘ Spocies. Lbs. | Value.
A{ewives, fri%sol:l. ......... l5, Zg_ls ;1; s;g, ;7(2)2 | gheepsbond 7§§, 270 31;, ggé
Alowives, salted ......... 0,101, 23 3 DAPPOrS.... ..... , 400 , 5!
Black bass...... 593, 458 26, 147 || Spanish mackerel..... 362, 390 19,832
Blue-fish, tresh. . 1, 568, 796 44, 320 (| Spots and croakers, fresh 2,035, 889 : 29, 880
%})lx?-ﬂsh. salted 21:21328 5, ljg. | bpot]s x(llud cronkors, 165. 248 ! 240

nfto .......... X 4 salted ................. 4,4
Butter-fish.... 04, 760 1,758 | Squeteague, tresh . 3, 857: 778 110, 352
Catfish................... 502, 311 11, 635 |, Squcteague, saltod . 83, 496 , 226
Chbanuel bass or red-fish, Struwberry bass . .. 21, 725 866

fresh.........oo....... 434,132 8,082 . Striped bass...... 864, 223 59,121
Chnrlmcll buss or red-fish 40,200 s04 ” Sturl"geon.... 51J3g. ;38 2‘;, 051]2

salted .............. ... , 20 uckers... 35, 2¢ , 0
Drum .. 297,700 2715 Sun-fsh. 291Iogo 8,022
Eels...... 101,700 4, - Tautog.. ..o ... 14,125 283
Flounders. 180, 475 3,480 |‘ le:xi‘r?outh bass. . . 6, 850 348
Groupers. ....... 33, 000 1,170 ting ......... 37, 500 32,003
Hickory shad ... 275, 550 9,361 . Other fish. 103, 349 3,358
King-fish ......... 358, 070 7,028 !I Shrimp.... 627, 2?1 28,312
Menhaden .. 11, 310, 000 19, 700 | Crabs, soft . . 086, 720 3, 992
Mullet, fresh . 3,241, 382 40, 148 |l Crabs, hard . 228,360 5,279
Mullet, salted . 2, 693, 560 75,317 '| Craw-fish ... .. 4,000 80
Perch....... 811,979 24,224 il Terrapins . . 103, 230 25,120
£l e T | wme
Pike ..... 0 it Frogs ..... ! s
Pin-fish .. 61, 600 1,064 © Oyetors -+ 11, 285, 208 384,034
peumaud T S SLUUIND e R

OTEY e eevveaconeacensnnns X e ieeieiaea
1 48, 400 1, 445 ‘, [67:35 7.1 S 111, 905 31:268
8,100 6,8 (ut,tongueaouuds ...... " 691 104
827, 195 32 130 “ Refuse .......... eeeenas 3,862,200 4,828
11,268, 343 478
ShATKS 1veevearaernnernons| Lotalieeenarn.nnn.. 80,380,465 | 1,833, 165

300 “

Comparative table showing the extent of the fisheries of the South Atluntioc States in 1580,
1890, and 1897.

PERSONS ENGAGED.

Percontage

Iﬁzx;::t;gr of incroase

States. 1880. 1890. 1897, in 1807 |or docreaso

compared | b pared

With1880. | ih 1890,
6, 274 10,274 12,045 +1,771 +17.23
1,005 2,701 2,138 — 562 —20.81
899 1, 622 1,869 -+ 247 -}-15. 23
368 1,404 1,132 — 272 —18.37
7,646 16,001 17,185 | 41,184 + 7.40

|
CAPITAL INVESTED.

Percentage

Ix(]lcex(':erx;zt;:r of increase

Statos. 1880. 1890. 1897, in 1897 | O decreaso

compared co::xpurod

| with 1800. | coh 1800,
—— e —m ‘ _—— i —— e
North Carolina...... beesencacssnnnnnons $500,561 | $1, 213,088 | 31,218, 409 | — 25,620 — 2,05
South Carolina ..... . 06, 275 127,762 1 + 46, 502 4-30. 47
Georgia ..... . 78,770 174, 431 Zﬁl 804 | *—]l() 433 +63.31
lor{da.. 43, 554 142, 105 151, 155 + 9,050 + 6.37
Total. ..., 605,160 | 1,688,286 | 1, 828,832 | +4-140, 546 4 8.32
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Comparative table showing the exlent of the fisherica of the South Atlantio States in 1880,
1890, and 1897—Continued.

PRODUCTS.
Pounds.
e e —— Pq;‘cenmge
Incroase or ofincrease
States. decrease |°F &“g Egg“
1880. 1880. 1897, in 1887 o ed
compared Oiltl;;lp‘llgw
with 1890, | .
North Carolinf..coeeeeeeceseceionnecss 32,240,488 | 51,799,142 64, 234, 257 | +12.435, 116 +4-24.01
South Carolina... 6,143,250 | 4,932,703 5,280,440 | + 347,743 + 7.05
qoorgm .......... 2,272,500 | 2,901,117 4,993,100 | -+ 2,001,983 +-66. 03
Florida...ccceevee 2,286,750 | 7,461,056 | 5,882, 662 | — 1,578,004 —21.16
Total...co...ee 42, 051_: 988 I 67, 184, 618 | 80,300,465 | +13, 205, 847 4-19.65
Value.
Percentage
Increaseor e
States. docroaso | °F 21““,'%:“‘;
1880. 1890. 1897. in 1807 |OF f£oEeg®
compared compared
with 3800, | i) 1800
North Carolin. .c.coceacecamccacseeeace $846, 605 | $1, 027,669 | $1,316,017 -}-288, 348 +28.068
South Carolina 212, 482 2032, 602 210, 450 4+ 7.854 + 8.68
Goorpin coaeeecrcaiaeenns 119, 885 123, 563 170, 605 + 47,042 +4-88.07
Floritde ccoveeaceanemesomsmmecoocaacnes 78,408 219, 870 136, 077 — 83,793 —38.11
TOtleeveeocancenaccanaraaccees 1,256,578 | 1,573,704 | 1,833, 155 +259, 451 +16.49

FISHERIES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

The fisheries of North Carolina have continued to increase in nearly
all respects and are now of greater importance than ever before. In
the number of persons employed and value of products they are more
than twice as important as those of all the other South Atlantic States
combined and nearly equal them in point of capital invested. The
prominent position of the fishing industry in this State is due chiefly to
the vast extent of its sounds and other coastal bodies of water, fresh
and salt. Several rivers have fisheries on their lower courses, and the
ocean banks are fished extensively. Theindustryasa wholeisof greater
value than any other branch of trade in the eastern part of the State.

The three tables on p. 178 show the extent of the fisheries in 1897.

The total number of persous employed was 12,045,

The capital invested amounted to $1,218,459. The value of vessels
and their outfits was $151,375; of boats, steam flats, and pile-drivers,
$202,709; of apparatus of capture, $410,811; of shore property and
working capital, $453,564.

The yield amounted to 64,234,257 pounds of fishery products with a
value of $1,316,017, an increase of over 12,000,000 pounds since 1890.
Shad continues to be the most important species in the N orth Carolina
fisheries, the value of which was $362,811. The yield of this species
shows an increase in weight of 3,195,075 pounds, and in value of $56,796.
The next species in importance, the oyster, had a value of $241,099, an
advance of $65,532 since 1890, Alewives had a value of $127,055, after

F C 98——12
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which the more important species were squeteague, worth $95,219; mul-
let, worth $90,338; striped bass, worth $58,035; blue-fish, worth $46,752,
and clams, worth $53,703, an increase of over $40,000 since 1890,

Pergons employed.

How engaged. No.
On vessels fishing ........ooo it 455
On vessels tmnsgorting ........ 188
Inshore or boat fisheries............. 9,463
On boats transporting.......c......... 14
Shoresmen ..... eertscrenscannes verecannans vesoans 1,025
Total cueeieininiiiaiiaiiianinien [P 12,045

Table of apparatus and capital.

Itemns. No. Value. Items. No. Value.
Vessels fishing ............... 08 | $69,450 Agpnratus-—shore fisheries :
Tonnage ...ccouae... 1,017.20 i......... 170 1 1. P . 1, 028 $70, 465
(02117 1 S DT P, 21,3827 Gill nots .. 86, 639 177, 820
Veanels trunsporting . . 76 53,175 Pound nets 1,852 136,375
; Tonnnge ...._....... Fyko nets. 23 841
Outfit ... inor netas 1, 867
Boats fishing Lines 247
Boats transporting Pots .. 885
Agpnmtus-—vaase fisherie Wheels ......... 1, 050
L1 1= S, Tongs and rakes 3,023
i Gillnet Miscollaneous............. 453
' Dredges Shoreand accessory property|. 815, 164
TODEB.ceerieainenninennnn Casl capital........ ceseaeans 138,400
\
B Total.eevoeiianaeai]ovananann. 1,218,459
Table of products.
Species. | Lbs. ’ Valuo. Species Lbs. Value.
Alewives, fresh ............ 5,004,201 | $48,756 || Sheepshead ...... veenn 271, 208 I $9, 243
Alewives, anlted. . ..| 10,096, 236 78,209 | Snappers... 34, 400 860
Blaclk bnss ....... .. 535, 142 23,011 |! Spanish ma 330, 840 18,017
Blue-flsh, freah ... 1,482,375 41, 608 || Spota, fresh 716,137 9, 870
Blue-fish, salted ... 213, 300 5,144 || Spots, salted..... . 133, 846 4, 827
Bonito ............. 2, 350 35 || 8quoteague, frosh ... ..| 3,000,758 92, 903
Buatter-fish . 04,750 1,758 || Squeteague, salted .. .. 83, 406 2,226
Cat-fish .. .. 192,211 4,040 (| Strawberry buss co........ 21,725 866
Channel bass, fres a4, 550 830 | Striped baas............... 845,123 58, 035
Chaunel bass, salted 40, 200 804 || Sturgeon... [ 871,625 13,525
Croakers, fresh. 1,247,619 18,514 ' Suckers ... ........ 125, 230 3,037
31,400 422 j Sun-fish.................. 38, 210 1,000
51,400 1,073 || Lautog.coeeeeeienaeann. ... 14,125 283
86, 700 4,051 | Warmouth bass ........... 6, 960 848
...... 173, 975 3,189 | Whiting ....... e 45, 300 1,133
230, 975 7,683 I| Shrimp... ... ... 00 146, 408 5,886
358, 070 7,628 | Crabs, 801t eeeneeon.. ..., 1986, 720 3,992
11, 310, 000 19,700 |, Crabs,hard................ 240, 000 1, 000
Mullet, fresh . . 707, 425 10,797 | ‘Lerraping................. 817,179 2,815
Mullet, salted .............. 2,612,160 73, b41 | Turtles .....oo.oonoia..... 424, 000 1,920
Orch «covvriniiiiiiiaaa., 806, 379 24,044 | ¥rogs ...l ... 51, 800 450
Pig-tish coooiiiiiio., 412, 807 10, 285 | Oysters ..., 68,011,720 241,009
Jke ..o, 100, 420 2,655 [ Clams........ © 7937, 808 63, 703
Pinfish ... ._........... 01, 600 1,064 || Scallops. ~..... 8118, 823 B, 653
POmpPano . .eveiieeniannen.. 53, 175 1,728 | Caviar ........... . 82, 600 11,162
Porgy coveiiiiiiiinanan... 39, 910 472 || Squeteague sounds. . 691 . 104
Sailor's choice. .. Sg. (])00 973 i Refuse............. vevea--| 8,862,200 | 4,828
, 100 4 —_—
Sen bass...... 189, 225 6, 664 Total.....ooevnnnen.. 64,234,257 . 1, 816, 017
Shad.....ooooiLL 8,063,488 | 362,811 :

! Ropresents 2,060,160 in nambor.
? Represents 120,000 iu number.

2 Represents 8,160 in number.
4 Roprosents 320 in number.

5 Ropresents 3,600 in number.
6 Represeuts 858,818 bushols.
? Ropresenta 117,226 bushels.
¢ Reprosents 26,204 bushels.
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THE FISHERIES BY COUNTIES.

Twenty-six counties are represented in the commercial fisheries of
North Carolina. Of this number 17 have a frontage on the ocean or
on the sounds tributary thereto, and many of them maintain important
fisheries. Those bordering the sounds and the ocean are Currituck,
Camden, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Chowan, Bertie, Washington,Tyrrell,
Dare, Hyde, Pamlico, Craven, Carteret, Onslow, Pender, New Hanover,
and Brunswick.

In the tables beginning on page 184 the fisheries of each of these
counties are shown in detail,

In the number of persons employed and in the amount of capital
invested Carteret takes precedence over all other counties in the State,
oceupying the position formerly held by Dare County, the latter taking
second place in this regard, though still holding first place in value of
products. '

A large proportion of the fish canght in Carteret County are handled
by wholesale dealers at Beaufort and Morehead City. These firms
handled in 1897 1,756,868 pounds, having a gross value of 870,274. In
addition to fish the same firms handled shucked oysters, scallops, and
clams,

A comparatively new industry in Carteret County since the former
investigation is that of shipping soft-shell crabs to the Northern mar-
kets, the total number shipped in 1897 being 13,600 dozen. This busi-
nessis growing steadily, and at Marshallberg one firm has an extensive
plant where crabs are kept in floats preparatory to their shedding and
becoming marketable.

Nearly all the oysters handled by the dealers in Carteret County are
bought opened, the oystermen receiving an average of 35 cents per gal-
lon for them, The scallops are all bought in this way, none being sold
in the shell, the price for the same ranging from 40 to 45 cents per
gallon.

In this county the seine fishery has undergone some changes in recent
years, a law having been enacted prohibitingethe hauling of any seine
over 200 yards in length. Such seines are generally aused in the mullet
fishery. There are many ‘drag nets,” so called, or small seines, with a
length of about 350 feet each. These nets are fished in the sounds and
also on the outside along the banks. The total number of nets of this
class in use in Carteret County in 1897 was 329. In the fisheries of
this county 5,250 stake gill nets were used; 25 large stake nets, with
an average length of 200 yards each, were fished along the banks. The
fishing of large stake nets of this character is of comparatively recent
date. 225 small boats with 375 men engaged in tonging oysters in Car-
terct County, their cateh in the aggregate amounting to 244,800 bush.
els, with a value to the fishermen of $60,299,

In the catching of scallops and clams about 150 persons are engaged.
The scallops are caught with scoops and drags. The scoops have @
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long wooden handle with a hoop and net attached. The drags are
thrown out from the stern of the boat and hauled aft as the boat pro-
ceeds. Two drags are usually carried by each boat. The fishermen
open the scallops before selling them to the dealers. The amount
opened was 13,147 gallons, worth 85,653.

In clamming, rakes are used to some extent, the greater portion of the
clams being picked by hand from the bars at low tide. Many women
and children engage in this work. In the deeper water what is known
as “treading for clams” is practiced to some extent. This consists of
wading around and feeling for the clams with bare feet. When a clam
is located the fisherman reaches down in the water and brings it to the
surface.

Forty-seven vessels from Carteret County are engaged in touging
oysters, and 12 vessels in dredging oysters. The dredged oysters all
come from Pamlico Sound, as dredging is prohibited in the waters of
Carteret County. The catch of vessels tonging oysters amounted to
52,625 bushels, valued at $13,054. The vessels dredging caught 63,900
bushels, valued at $15,975. Eleven vessels were engaged in fishing for
menhaden. The porpoise fishery formerly prosecuted in this county
bas been abandoned, owing to the diminished inducements offered to
engage in the same.

The absence of shad in the species table for Carteret County is to be
accounted for by the removal of pound nets owuned by Carteret County
fishermen into the waters of Craven County, their catch being credited
to this county. This was formerly the principal apparatus for taking
shad in the waters of Carteret.

In Onslow County a form of gill net known as a “drop net” is used
extensively in the fisheries. They number 655, and the catch was
668,175 pounds, valued at $21,833. This county is noted for its mullet
fishery, and the trade name “ New River mullet” is well known through-
out the State. Ten seines were employed in the mullet fishery, being
fished in the ocean and at the mouths of the inlets along the coastal
line of the county. Though these nets are used primarily for mullet,
a few other fish are taken incidentally, The catch of mullet aggregated
750,000 pounds, valued at $22,168. The oyster fishery has increased,
and in the value of the output takes second place in the oyster industry
of North Carolina. The increase is chiefly owing to the better facilities
for marketing the catch. New River oysters are much in favor, and
find a ready market in the Northern cities and the interior towns
and cities of the State. A fine grade of barrel stock is taken from the
private beds, which sells readily in the larger cities at $4.50 per barrel.
The catch of oysters amounted to 120,000 bushels, valued at $60,000, an
average of 50 cents per bushel. The increase over 1890 was 71,500
bushels, with a value of 842,400,

The fisheries of Pender County are prosecuted in Topsail and Middle
sounds, Cape Fear River, and in Northeast River, a branch of the Cape
Fear. In the sounds haul seines and drop gill nets are used, the catch
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consisting of salt-water varieties. On the rivers mentioned skim nets,
drift gill nets, and small seines are used, taking shad, alewives, and
other species.

In Duplin County fishing is carried on in the Northeast River by
means of gill nets and hanl seines. '

The fisharies of Sampson County give employment to 190 persons
during the fishing season, who, as a rule, reside near the Black River
and its tributaries. Skim nets, drift gill nets, and haul seines are the
forms of apparatus in general use.

The only important stream in Bladen County is the Cape Fear River,
whose fisheries gave employment to 156 persons during the fishing
seagson. The apparatus in use consists of skim nets and drift gill nets
usged in the taking of shad.

In New Hanover County fishing is carried on in the inlets and the
ocean. From Topsail Inlet to Hewletts Creek 21 small seines are
fished in the sounds, the catch consisting of mullet and other varieties
of salt-water fish. At Ocean View 4 seines, whose principal catch is
mullet, are fished at the following-named points: One at Ocean View
Beach in the ocean and three at Masonboro Inlet. Seines are also used
at Queens and Rich Inlets and in the ocean, taking mullet and other
gpecies of fish, Near Masonboro Inlet 10 shriinp seines are operated,
their catch amounting to 3,600 bushels of shrimp, valued at 85,760,
A fishery for sturgeon on the Cape Fear River employed 50 men using
25 drift nets. The catch of sturgeon numbered 625, with a weight of
93,750 pounds, and a value of $2,812, Irom the roe of these sturgeon
89 kegs of caviar were manufactured, valued at $4,539.

One hundred and one drift gill nets for shad were employed in the
river above and below the city of Wilmington, the catch aggregating
236,781 pounds, with a value of 813,706. In point of value the shad
surpasses all other fishery products in New Hanover County with the
exception of the oyster. In Myrtle Grove Sound and its tributary
creeks oysters are taken in considerable quantities by hand-picking and
tonging. They are sold opencd, retailing at 50 cents per gallon. The
catch consisted of 64,000 bushels, or 56,000 gallons opened, valued at
$28,000. In addition to the oysters 18,000 bushels of clams were taken.

Fishing with hook and line in the ocean is largely followed, the boats
resorting to the vicinity of the submerged rocks that fringe the coast,
and the fishery is locally known as “rock fishing.” Large quantities
of choice salt-water varieties are taken, finding a ready market. There
is also a summer fishery with lines in Cape Fear River. The total line
catch amounted to 529,040 pounds, with a value of $17,209,

In Brunswick County 14 large seines are operated, principally in the
ocean. Ten small seines, averaging about 250 feet, are fished in the
inlets, taking mullet chiefly. Drop gill nets are employed at Southport
and vicinity for croakers, spots, etc. A small number of terrapin and
turtle seines are in nse. The seines average 100 yards, with a depth of






