FISH BOATS AND HOMES OF FISHERNEN AT HAYAGUEE, PORTO RICO.
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NOTES ON THE FOREIGN FISHERY TRADE AND LOCAL FISH-
ERIES OF PORTO RICO.

By W. A. WiLcoX,
Agent af the United States Ifish Commission.

INTRODUCTION.

The writer was detailed to accompany an expedition on the United
States Fish Commission steamer Fish Hawk to Porto Rico for the
purpose of investigating the condition of the commercial fisheries.
Inquiries were made respecting the quantity and value of fishery pro-
ducts imported, their source and character, together with the methods
of handling them and the expenses connected therewith. The local
fisheries of Porto Rico and its outlying islands were also investigated.

The steamer arrived at San Juan on January 2,1899. The work was
at once commenced at that port, after which the several places of
importance in connection with the investigations around the island
wore visited. Of the large number of small streams, only a few could
be visited, from lack of time. None of them have extensive fisheries,
but many supply a local demand for fresh fish.

There are very few good harbors in Porto Rico, and in all except San
Juan vessels landing or loading cargoes are obliged to use lighters,
thus adding considerably to the expenses.

The statistics relating to the imports here presented were copied
from the original records at the custom-houses. Those concerning the
local fisheries were obtained through personal interviews with fisher-
men and other persons interested in the subject. The records of the
custom-houses were found complete for a series of years and gave the
statistics of imported fishery products. Unfortunately the records of
local fisheries had at nearly every port been destroyed or taken away.

The metric system of weights and measures is used in Porto Rico,
At the custom-houses weights are shown in kilograms. In this report
they are also given in pounds.

The work of the expedition was advanced by assistance furnished by
Brig. Gen. F. D. Grant, commanding the district of San Juan, Capt.
James A, Buchanan, collector for Porto Rico, and other Government
and Porto Rican officials, and De Ford & Co., bankers and fiscal agents
of the United States at San Juan. Information was freely given by
the leading importers, fishermen, and persons interested in the fisheries,
to whom acknowledgments are hereby made.

3



4 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES,

USE OF FISHERY PRODUCTS IN PORTO RICO.

Porto Rico is reported to have between 800,000 and 1,000,000 inhab-
jtants. That fishery products form an important portion of the food
supply of the island is shown by the importation, in 1897, of about
34,156,000 pounds of dried, pickled, canned, and other fish valued at
$2,123,931. The total imports for the year furnished for each inhabi-
tant an average of from 30 to 40 pounds of fish. The value of imported
fishery products, with the duty paid on the same during the five years
named, was as follows:

Year. Value. ‘ Duty. ‘
1893. ..o cieascencacsoncen- $1, 825, 073. 62 $87,0677. 16 |
1894......ccn-- 1,649, 601. 42 94, 834. 50
1895. cccvecenacacccnaccans 1, 987, 676. 56 122, 087, 89
1806....cccnmcccccceccennn 1, 816, 010. 89 117,497. 21
1897 cccceincanccccnacoons 2,123,9831.46 139, 661, 85

With the exception of occasional small ghipments, principally of
canned fish, to grocers, this large amount of imported fish is handled
by a comparatively small number of commission merchants, whose
principal business is in sugar and coffee. In some cases the merchants
own and work plantations, and all of them make large advances on
crops which they dispose of by direct sales or as forwarding agents,
thus providing return cargoes to vessels arriving with fish. A number
of firms have branch houses at the three leading ports of Ponce, San
Juan, and Mayaguez, where they have long been established. The old
leading firms have a high rating for integrity and financial standing.

The manner of receiving and handling fish is similar at all ports, with
some variations due to port charges, different climatic conditions, etc.

Dry and pickled fish are received more or less regularly throughout
the year, mostly from Halifax and Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. A few
cargoes arrive from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, and occasionally a cargo
comes from St. Johns, Newfoundland. The total receipts of dry and
pickled fish in 1897 amounted to 33,449,422 pounds, being from the
following localities:

Poundsa,
North American British Possossions.....cc.cceace-cone- 28, 048, 735
United StateB .. ..ewccceveemmmec sanmcecocaesmmencons-ons 4,909, 141
All 0ther 8eCtions ... ceee cemeacmeconammenccsemaeeannno- 491, 546

This amount approximated 85 per cent of dry fish and 15 per cent of
pickled fish, the proportions of dry fish by species being 90 per cent
cod, 7 per cent haddock, and 3 per cent hake. As received, the propor-
tion of a cargo of 2,000 quintals would be about as follows: 425 tierces, -
100 to 150 drums, 100 boxes, 100 half-boxes. Tierces contain 450 pounds
net, drums 125 to 140 pounds, boxes 100 pounds, half-boxes 50 pounds.

The climate of Porto Rico, with its months of warm, damp weather
and much rain, is very trying on dry fish. If not properly cured they
will soon turn red or become soft and otherwise unmarketable. Fish
from the United States would probably have to be cured harder than






