STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE MIDDLE ATLANTIC
STATES.

INTRODUCTION.

The present report on the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States
is for the calendar year 1901. The statistics of the oyster fishery,
however, in all sections except Long Island, New York; Delaware;
Worcester County, Md., and Accomac and Northampton counties, Va.,
are for the oyster season of 1900-1901.

The investigation on which this report is based embraced the com-
mercial fisheries of all the coastal waters, including coast.rivers, of the
various States of this region. 1t was begun in January and completed in
October, 1902.  The inquiries in the field were made by the statistical
agents of the Commission as follows: Mr. C. H. Stevenson canvassed
Long Island, New York; Delaware; Accomac and. Northampton coun-
ties, Va., and Worcester County, Md. Mr. John N. Cobbcanvassed New
York, exclusive of Long Island; the Atlantic coast of New Jersey, and,
in December after the regular investigation closed, obtained statistics
of the smoked-fish trade of Philadelphia and additional data on the
shore fisheries of Philadelphia County, Pa., and Burlington and Mercer
counties, N. J. Mr. W. A. Roberts canvassed the Eastern Shore of
Maryland, except Worcester and Cecil counties, and also the Patuxent
River, and the Chesapeake side of St. Mary, Calvert, and part of Anne
Arundel counties on the western shore of that State. Mr. John B.
Wilson assisted in the work at Cristield, Md., and canvassed New
Jersey on the Delaware River and Bay from Camden to Cape May.
Mr. Thomas B. Gould obtuined statistics of Pennsylvania on the Dela-
ware and Susquehanna rivers, and of New Jersey on the Delaware
River above Camden. Messrs. W. A. Wilcox and T. M. Cogswell
canvassed Virginia, except Accomac and Northampton counties, and
also that part of Maryland bordering the Potomac River. The remain-
ing territory in° Maryland was worked by Mr. G. H. H. Moore and
Mr. E. S. King, the former canvassing Cecil and Harford counties
and the wholesale trade and vessel fisheries of Baltimore City, and the
latter collecting statistics on the shore fisheries of Baltimore County
and Baltimore City and on the vessel and shore fisheries of a part of
Anne Arundel County. Messrs. Stevenson, Cobb, Roberts, Wilcox,
Cogswell, and Moore obtained explanatory notes on the fisheries which
are embodied in the text, and also assisted in the work of preparing
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the text and compiling the statistics in the office. The general prep-
aration and arrangement of the report was under the direction of
Mr. Ansley Hall. The results of the inquiry, which in this report
are- presented in detail, have already been published in condensed
form in Statistical Bulletin No. 131.

The fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States in 1901 ¢ gave employment
to 93,661 persons, of whom 70,923 were fishermen and 22,738 were
shoresmen in the wholesale fishery trade, oyster canneries, and other
shore industries related. to the fisheries. Maryland employed in its
fisheries 36,260 persons, Virginia 29,325, New Jersey 12,030, New
York 11,564, Pennsylvania 2,484, and Delaware 1,998. The last gen-
eral investigation of the fisheries of this group of States was for the
year 1897. In connection with that canvass statistics for New York
and New Jersey were also obtained for 1898. Since 1897 there has
been a decrease in the number of persons employed of 3,074. There
was a decrease of 6,552 persons in Maryland, 464 in New Jersey, and
394 in Delaware, but this was partly offset by an increase in each of
the other States.

The total capital invested in 1901 was $25,080,371. The investment
in New York was $9,444,271; in Maryland, $6,506,066; in Virginia,
$3,633,104; in New Jersey, $2,729,571; in Pennsylvania, $2,110,162,
and in Delaware, $657,197. Compared with 1897 the investment has
increased $4,973,900, or 24.73 per cent. About half of this increase
is in New York and the remainder is distributed in various amounts
in all the other States, the largest percentage in any State being 61.15
per cent in Delaware.

The number of fishing and transporting vessels employed was 3,721,
valued at $3,657,103. Their net tonnage was 54,761 tons, and the
value of their outfits was $1,088,706. There has been a decrease in
the vessels of 153 in number, and of 3,554 tons in tonnage, but an
increase of $339,080 in the value. The number of boats in the shore
fisheries was 36,237, valued at $2,023,880. The apparatus of capture
was valued at $1,713,454, the shore and accessory property at
$9,561,356, and the cash capital amounted to $7,035,872.

The products of the fisheries aggregated 819,046,576 pounds, valued
at $17,485,500. Néw York derived from its fisheries 228,092,285
pounds, valued at $3,894,270; New Jersey, 117,930,964 pounds, valued
at $4,755,522; Pennsylvania, 6,029,538 pounds, valued at $251,491;
Delaware, 5,835,186 pounds, valued at $203,872; Maryland, 82,975,245
pounds, valued at $3,767,461; and Virginia, 378,188,358 pounds,
valued at $4,613,384. The most important species in the fisheries of
these States is the oyster, the yield of which was 19,749,677 bushels,
valued at $10,287,556, representing nearly 59 per cent of the total

aIn the present report, it should be noted, the statistics for New York and Pennsylvania do not
isl:ﬁme the tisheries of the Great Lakes and other interior waters within the boundarics of these
es.
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value of products for the entire region. The yield of shad, which is
next in importance, was 31,897,687 pounds, valued at $1,253,622.
The catch of clams, hard and soft, was 1,118,777 bushels, valued at
$1,074,834. Some of the other prominent species were alewives,
33,198,605 pounds, %$243,340; blue-fish, 16,317,795 pounds, $758,122;
menhaden, 498,936,462 pounds, $987,298; squetcague, 23,496,383
pounds, $358,653; crabs, hard and soft, 70,951,965 in number,
$495,385. The cateh of alewives, blue-fish, croakers, king-fish, yellow
perch, pike and pickerel, scup, shad, striped bass, and oysters, as com-
pared with 1897, has decreased in quantity, but increased in value. In
the meantime there has been an increase in both the quantity and
value of a large number of other species.

The products since 1897 have increased 224,874,366 pounds, or 37.84
per cent in quantity, and $3,161,087 or 22.06 per cent in value. There
has been an increase in quantity in all the States except Delaware and
Maryland, and in value in all except Delaware and Pennsylvania.
The decrease in Delaware, which was 32.52 per cent in quantity and
19.34 per cent in value, is explained principally by a falling off in the
cateh of sturgeon, squeteague, and alewives. In Maryland the decrease
in the yield of alewives, shad, and oysters has been largely instru-
mental in overbalancing the increase in other species. In New York
the products have increased 108.19 per cent in quantity and 14.82 per
cent in value. This is attributable mainly to the fact that since the
consolidation of a number of the principal menhaden plants on the
Aftlantic coast in 1898, a considerable part of the menhaden catch
formerly included in the products of other States has been credited to
New York, where the home oftice of the company representing the
combined interests is located. Therefore if the comparison is made
with 1898 instead of with 1897 the increase is reduced to 8.35 per
cent in quantity and 9.85 per cent in value. The next greatest increase
‘s in New Jersey and Virginia, where it relates to & number of species.
In Virginia, however, the products have been affected in quantity
chiefly by the increased catch of menhaden, which has risen from
178,656,362 pounds, valued at 255,241, to 273,493,799 pounds, valued
at $433,109. The oyster yield in this State has also increased from
7,023,848 bushels, valued at $2,041,683, to 7,885,447 bushels, valued
at $2,928,456,

In connection with the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States, one
of the most important occurrences during the past few years is the
adoption of gasoline and naphtha cngines as an auxiliary means of
propelling sailing vessels and boats. In New York and New Jersey
these engines are used on a large number of boats in the oyster, clam,
shad, and pound-net fisheries, and on many of the vessels engaged in
transporting fishery products to market,
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The following tables present the number of persons employed, the
amount of capital invested, and the quantity and value of the products
of the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States in 1901, and also & com-
parison of the extent of the fisheries in 1897 and 1901:

Table showing the nwumber of persons engaged the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States

in 1901.
States. iFishurmcn. Shoresmen.] Total.
NEW YOTK - e eneeeeensanenensassasaeaasanasmannanannaneaaaneas ) 8,676 2,888 11, 564
New Jersey .... | 11,170 860 12,030
Pennsylvania. . : 1,748 736 2,484
Delaware.... N 1, 565 433 1,998
Maryland.... A 23,707 12,553 36, 260
Virginia..... ‘ 24,857 5,268 29,325
L\ 7 U 70,923 22,738 | 93, 661

Table showing the investment in the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States in 1901.

\Iuv York. I\ew Jersey. l’ennsslvnnla
Items. - —
No. | Value. No. Value No. Value.
BT T3 633 | §1,241,216 611 8643, 475 27 $69, 160
11,641 iceeennn.-nn G, 714 foveeernnnnan 519 |oeeieninnnn.
N 854,176 |........ 166,813 |........ 23, 840
4,656 317, 447 6,473 ")02 666 626 30, 683
335 53,075 483 38, 785 120 12,615
3,918 : 67,347 13,193
67,645 | 168 | 155,679 | .....iiiiciiiiaantn
7,212 34, 860 2,239
.......................... 906
Dipnets.. . ooiieeneniaeieaiao 101 155 870
BT DU PP 6,694 | 659
Eel pots..... 526 7,301 122
Lobsterpots.......... 8,350 | 801 2,858 ......iieeienien
Dredges, tongs, nippers, . 39,169 2, 650
CFHD SCTRPON < eeeereeeeennnncarnnsnnnnnnns|oocennenfoneneeceeenel 321 A 180 Herumnnnnfeneeenr oy
Qtherapparatus ......oc.o.oooaen. 121 1, G
Shore and accessory property.... .| 4,221,226 1,168,243
Cosh capitBl. cieeeeniiiiriervenicannaeaa]ocennnns 3, 025, 500 [ 793,707
Total INVeStMent . .ooeeeeeeeeenveecfreeoanee 9,444, 271 \ 2,110,162
| Delaware. Maryland. Virginia. Total.
Items, ———— | —_
No. Value. No. Value. No. Value.
VesselB. oo oioiiiiniian, 20, 1,337 $887,165 | 1,080 | 805, 908 38, 721 |83, 667,103
Tonnag: eee 20,067 j.oceenniann 15,683 |.c.vennnnn 54,761 |oceeennnn,
Outfit......... , 247 Loeuen... 250,207 1........
Boats ........... e 11,498 553, 526 | 12,174
Seines........... . < 318 30,033 311
Gill nets 3,663 34,0660 | 10,437
Pound nets, traps, nud weirs. | 7| 760 | 1,017 99,265 | 1,599
Fyke nets. .. g
Stop nets
Bow nets..
Dip nets.......
Trammel nets.
Slat traps .....
Lines .......
Eel pots..... .
Lobster poty. .. .cooveeennnn..- 60 (171 S DY 5,896 ! 10, 768
Dredges, tongs, nippers, [
rakes,and hoes...........|oeeenen '2,430 |........ . 157,398 375, 822
Crab serapes ... ' 10,247 3,638
Other apparatus : > 870 6, 667
Shore and accessory property. .. 852,086 |........ 2,164,749 |.. ! ‘) H61, 856
Cash eapital ..o oL, feeeenns j 216, 600 ..., | 2,297,515 | 7, 0%5 872
Totanl investment (..., e | 667,197 ; ........ I 6, 506, 065 25, 080, 371
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Table showing the quantity and value of pro&ucts taken in the fisheries of the Middle

Atlantic States in 1901,

New York. f New Jersey. Pennsylvania,
Bpecies R
Lbs. { Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Velue.
AlbRCOre...ceaeinneinia il
Alewlves, fresh ...... 863, 14
Alewives, salted .....
Black bass............. .
Blue-fish.eooeenooioool, 9, 350, 502
“Bonito ...eveniiiniaian.. 184,727
Butterfish................. , 682
at-flah ...oooaiiioiia... 174, 144
(617 o S 1,570
L 1,172,201
Crevalle .
Croakers .
Drum ....
Eels, fresh
Flounders....
German Carp............... ! 281 494
HaddocK....ouoeeeeioanon.. I 160,708
HaKe.ooeoveooeenoann.... | 86, 580
Herring,salted............. | 180, 000
Horse-mackerel............0..............
Kingfish...coooeovoiaaa.... [ 29,826
LIng coceviiinnininiannn., 26, 140
Mackerel .................. l’ 507, 838
Menhaden........cc........ i 180, 409, 767
Mullet, fresh .
Mullet, salted

Perch, yellow ..

Plke and pickerel.
Pollock ..........
8almon, Atlantic 78 )
Seup -...... I 804, 589 25,379 607,099
Sea . ) 281,517 15,216 1,495,247
Sea robins .. | 386, 000 488 f.ieeviienan.s .
Shad, fresh . 3,482,472 110, 682 14, 031, 002
SBATFK veuerannenniaiiii L L 500
Sheepshead . .. 100 12 7,285
tés ,.oon..... : 139, 200 140 2,875
Spanish mackerel . 4,104 933 88,928
e 4,800 206 299, 092
Squeteague - 2,846, 683 73,939 11,978,394
Striped bass. 71,840 9,102 864, 4
8t T.... 112,626 6,308 168, 919
aviar .. 4,291 2,215 19, 108
Suckers..... 218,874 11,023 110,416
Sun-fish....... 2,876 1,009 | oeeviennans
Swell-fish ..... 184,870 pU1) N
Tautog........ 49, 662 1,798 91, 106
Tomcod. ........ 38,300 1,162 265, 041
Wall-eyed pike ....ooooioiiiiii it i e
Whitebait....... 24, 610 1,784 |.oieiiaaa...,
Whiting..... 33,9 480
Clams, hard... 1,478, 868 267, 686 4,246,070
Clams, soft. ... . 779, 460 68, 843 , 790
Clams, surf........ B TP P 13, 336
Crabs, hard ......... . 791,725 4,993 719, 996
Crabs, Boft .......... N 40, 440 2,104 417,910
TOBH e vvermnecrnsoncencasoassocsncocssalossncerceres]asesoesncneesen
Kingecrabs.....covuunaa.... L AT 409, 800
Lobsters «......oooooun..... 183, 539 21,742 65, 943
Mussels c..oeiieieniin..., ! 262, 400 1, 860 ,
QOysters, market..........., 12,380,921 | 1,703,985 14,646,346
Oysters, seed.............., , 808, 525 268, 555 10,617,672
Shells............. PO 2,286, 000 1,830 144,
Scallop....ooiievne.. ... 1,109,724 107,887 114, 000
Bhrimp ...ooeiii e e ereeea 4,005
Squid ..ol 180, 846 6,114 17,748
Terz{amn ................... 340 340 y
L P PR X

16,367 |
76,003 |

282,352 85,517
302, 638 14,2382

Total................. 228,002,286 | 8,894,270 | 117,980, 964

4,765,622

6, 029, 538 261,491
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Table showing the quantity and value of products taken in the fisheries of tlw Middle
Atlantic States in 1901—Continued.

5,836,186

Delaware. Maryland. Virginia. | Total.
Species. e -
Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Yalue. Lbs. Value.

B ) T Y S P o e 15,143 $269

Alewives, fresh ...| 597,874 | &4, 816 13,454,767 | -887,021 | 13,633,444 | $110,524 | 83,198,606 243,340

Alewives, salted ..[.........{...oouet . 292,400 4,287 280, 000 4,900 ,280, 400 19,013

Black bass .......fioeiieafiiia... 23,383 2,124 199, 439 16,735 | 233,878 19, 780

Bluefish.......... 400 20 100,146 4,378 755, 085 25,609 ; 16,817,795 768,122

BONIO «nnoomooninlemevanneafoeeenans 250 | 10 14,160 537 | “1.668, 42,095

Butter-ﬁsh ......................... 468, 700 11,605 | 1,071,860 28,651 | 5,129,043 149,984

Cat-fish ........... 488,777 15,547 825 23,560 | 2,063,584 77,896

Cero .. 500 0 L™ 847

Cod .... | 119, 5%0

Crevalle .......... y 13,536

Croakers. 64, 201

Drum............. 4,201
Eels, fresh . 1562, 686

Eels, salted 60

Eels, smoked 128

Ylounders ... 111, 765

German ca. 59,

Gizzard shad ...... 233

Haddock.........: 14,617
ake ....... ..... 1, 609

Harvest-fish... ... 110

Herring, salted ... . 2,025

Hickory shad..... | , 600 , , 11,686

Hog-fish ..........feccool . Y PR 44, 892 3,586 44,892 3,586

Horse-mackerel... ......... T D P T LT TTT PR YR TP 22 5

i 10,892
4,891

21,211

987,228

M sh 2,161

Mullet fresh 8,342

Mullet salted. . ...l cceieeiiiiiiren]ieianeea]erneiiinetiiaa e 5,123

Mummichog ...... Ceeeenes 800

Perch, white...... 242,360 | 11,367 731, 95| 8 154, 239

Perch yellow..... feecevaceciocscaase 292 720 9,617 158 939 17,203

Pike and pickerel 16, 310 i 654 67 530 5,390 32, 103 ‘J 287

Pollock ........ g

Pompano . 7,50

Roach .........

Salmon, Atlantic. 353

Scup.... 43, 350

Sea bass. . 126, 668

Sea robins .. 43

Shad, fresh.. 53,197

8had, salted. s 425

Shark....... 10

Sheepshead . 17,165 1,817

ate8 covvnnannn. 141,575 188

S8panish mackerel 520, 142 s 566, 09 51,027
POtS.cesiinnnnnn.. 806, 827 24,306 | 1,133,189 28,870

Squeteague . 7,431,496 | 127,993 | 23,496,383 , 653

Striped 527,607 45,177 | 1,838,919 178,848

Sturgeon.... 183,023 12,161 (48, 610 33,886

aviar 18,818 10,204 57,842 38,630

Suckers... 48,165 927 424,059 19,104

Sun-fish... 4,000 95 25,01 )

Bwell-figh . ooueeeii]oeraenaafoendiiiiiiiiieeeeaec i e 134,870 1Q1

Tarpon.... 76 1

Tautog.. 5,114

mcod.. 5,671

Wall-eyed pike. 2,321

Whitebalit... 1,784

Whitin 8, 366

Clams, 961, 003

( lams, soft .. 113, 761

Clams, sur! .

Crabs, har: 9,824,793 . 167,298
rabs, soft. 4, 303, 582 328,087
TORS «.... 130 1,573

King crabs 4,091

Lobsters .. 30,376

Mussels..... 2,780

Oysters, mark 0, 260, 9, 12,992

Oysters,seed ...... 27 987 211 1,157,564

shells....... . , 430, 1,862

Prawn .... 2, 142

. Scallops... 1,228,724 110,637

Shrimp ... 4,8 , 696

Squid..... 198, 594 5,940

Terrapin.... , ’ 15, 807 6,549

Turtle..ecoeevennn.. 1,444 | 142,412 6,016

Total........ 203, 372 |82, 976, 245 |3, 767, 461 (378,183,358 4,613,384 819, 046,576 17,485,500
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Supplementary table showing certain of the above products in number and bushels.

3

New York. ] New Jersey. Pennsylvania.
Products. a— - 7 —_—
No. J value. | No. } Value, No. Value.
Clams, hard...... bushels. . 184,736 8257, 686 530, 759 8552, 953
Clams, soft .......... do.... 77,946 68, 848 90,277 54,918 |,
Clams surf.......... Ao..) e 1,667 - 600 |.
Crabs, hard......number.. z 876,176 4,993 2,169, 985 23,668
Crubs, 808t ovennnnn. do.... 121, 320 2,104 | 1,258,730 51,861 |
Kingerabs..........do....{............ feeeeeee . 204, 960 1,71} .
Mussels .......... bushe]s.. 10, 240 , 860 11, 860 92
Oysters, Tarici ...do... { 2,708,703 | 1,709.985 ] 2,002.385 | 1,606,767
Qysters, seed ........ 544,075 208, 565 1,516,796 550, 918
Shells ..ooe ueio. i, do. o 38,100 1,330 2,400 32
Seallops ............. l 184, 954 | 107, 887 7,383 8, 200
] Delaware. | Maryland, | Virginia. , Total.
Products. X :
I No. I Value. ‘ No. ! Value. | \Io | \’ulue | No. Value
1}
[ i
Clams, hard ...... bushelu | 1 025] £1, 208 13,450 $14,884) 220, 585' 8184, 777, 950, 555 8961, 078
Clams, soft .. do R TP PO R f ............ 168,222] 118,761
Clams, surf..........do.... oo oo oo ctnnnn b, . 1,667 5
Crabs, hard. . 3,474,878 85, 88418, 339, 831{ 52 86352 349,870 167,298
Crabs, soft. .. . 5, 687, 12 910 746 202 663 8,865,272 65, 972'18 602, 595| 828, 087
King crabs .. .~do.. ] 360, 200 2380 0 aeLl N I ] ......... 565, 100] 4,091
Mussels .......... bushels..io oo |oen oo, | ......... IR PA Rpeatu 22,100( 2,780
Oysters, market ..... do....| 96, 900J 40, 290] b, 685, 561'3,031, 518) 6, 067 669|2, 621, 916/16 751,.’)049, 129, 992
Oystery, sced . - d <eee| 76,200, 22,818 IRt e r 7,778 801,541| 8,998,178/, 167, 664
ghells ............ooido.l ol LT oo Lo : B T IO | 40:500] " 1,362
Scallops. ........ { . l ........ [ ................... l ................. . 192,287 110 687
|
Comparative table showing the extent of the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States in 1897
and 1901.
Persouns engaged. ) Capital invested.
I I‘crccn{t- Pcrccr}t-
nerense [ 8g6 0 N ageo
or de- |increase Inerenso or |4 onio
States. . crease In| or de- . decrenso in | T g
1897. | 1901 | 1901 cotn-| creasein| 1897 1901 lﬁédc“:,’ﬁil crease in
ared {1901 com- pars 807 1901 eom-
with 1897, pared : arcd
with 1807, | with 1897,
Now York. ... 8,862 ] 11, 564 +2,702 | 480,49 | 87,012,725 | 89,444,271 | 4-82, 431, 546 +84.67
New Jersey ..... 12,494 | 12,030 | -~ 464 — 8,71 | 2,871,263 | 2,729,571 [ + 958,818 +15.11
Pennsylvanin...) 1,898 | 2 484 + 586 +380.87 | 1,601,628 | 2,110,162 | + , 634 +381.76
Delaware 2,392 | 1,998 [ ~ 8941 ~16.47 | 407,819 657,197 | + 240,878 | 461 15
Maryland.,. .| 42,812 | 36,260 | —6,652 | —15.30 | 6,821,610 , 006,060 | + 684,456 +11.76
Virginia ........ 28,277 [ 29,325 ( +1,048 ( + 8.71( 2,801,536 ( 8,683,104 | + 741,568 +25. 64
Total...... 96,735 ‘ 93, 661 ( —3,074 | — 3.18 ‘ 20,106,471 | 25,080,871 | + 4,973,900 { +24,78
Products,
Pounds. Per- f Value. i Por-
centage| 7 centage
of in- [ of in-
i crease . | crease
States, Increasc or | or de- Igsr&‘fc or de-
decrease in | crease crease in | crease
1897, 1901. 1901 com- 1in 1901 1897, 1901. 1901 com- | 111 1901
purggg_;vith com(-i lpﬂred with| com(-i
. pare are
with 1897. gﬂth
| 1897, , i ! 1897.
i !

N l\{ew York.......| 109,555, 566! 228, 092, 285!+]]8 936,719|+]08 19 33,391 5951&3,894 270 + 8502,675! +14.82
New Jersey ..... 103 782 517 117 9"»0 964, 4+ 14,148,447 4 13.68| 8,614, 434} 4,755, 622 +1,141,088( +81.57
Pennsylvanin...| ~ 5,604, 263 e,m,wsj+ 425, 27 5+ 7.69 269 »507| 251,491~ 18.016) — 6.68
Delaware 8,047,897 5,886,186/ — 2,81‘2 71— 82,52 252,123 203.372.~ 48,761 —-19.34
Mm‘y)and . 88 688 018| 82 075 245 — 773| 6. 84J 3, (\17, 306 8,767, 61|+ 150 185 4+ 4.16
Virginia ........ 277 9983, 949[ 878 188 368+IOO 189 409+ 36. 04 8,179, 498’ 4, 61‘3.384{4»1 483, 886[ +46.09

Total...... 594,172, 210[ 819, 046, 67GI +224, 8724, 366|+ 87. 84{14 324, 463;17, 485, 500{+8, 161, 037; +22.06
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The study of the fisheries of this region will be greatly fucilitated
by consulting the earlier publications relating to them, as follows:
The Fishery Industries of the United States, Section 11.  Geographical Review of the

Fisheries for 1880. Parts vi to xi1, inclusive.
The Fishery Industries of the United States, Section v. History and Methods of the

Fisheries.
A statistical report on the Fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States, by Hugh M,

Smith, M. D. Bull. U. S. Fish Com. 1894, pp. 339—467.

The Oyster Industry of Maryland, by Charles H. Stevenson. Bull. U. 8. Fish Com.
1892, pp. 203-297.

The Sturgeon and Sturgeon Industries of the Eastern Coast of the United States, by
John A. Ryder. l%ull. U. 8. Fish Com. 1888, pp. 231-328.

The Sturgeon Fishery of Delaware River and Bay, by John N. Cobb. Rept. U. S.
Fish Com. 1899, pf). 369-380.

Notes on the Oyster Industry of New Jersey, by Ansley Hall. Rept. U. S. Fish
Com. 1892, pp. 463-528.

The Shad Fisheries of the Atlantic Coast of the United States, by Charles H. Steven-
son. Rept. U. 8 Fish Com. 1898, pp. 101-269.

Notes on the extent and condition of the Alewife Fisheries of the United States in
1896, by Hugh M. Smith. Rept. U. 8. Fish Com. 1898, pp. 31-43.

Statistics gé_télé isheries of the Middle Atlantic States. Rept. U. 8. Figh Com. 1900,
pp. 1 10,

FISHERIES OF NEW YORK.

Considering the value of the fishery product, New York now ranks
second among the Middle Atlantic States, being surpassed only by
New Jersey. The returns for 1901 show about 10 per cent increase
over those for 1898, the total value amounting to $3,545,189 in 1898,
and $3,894,270 in 1901.

The oyster industry yields about 30 per cent of the value of the
fisheries of New York, the product in 1901 amounting to 1,768,703
bushels of market oysters and 544,075 bushels of seed oysters to be
replanted, the whole worth $1,972,540. This industry is now almost
wholly dependent on the growing of oysters on private areas, which
a few years ago were entirely barren and unproductive. In the same
year, the natural oyster reefs, to which the public resorted, yielded only
5,480 bushels of market oysters and 33,890 bushels of seed oysters,
with a valuation of $20,104, or little more than 1 per cent of the total
oyster product of the State.

One of the most interesting of the recent developments in the oyster
industry of New York is the extensive planting of seed oysters at the
eastern end of Long Island, especially in the vicinity of Greenport
and Southold. This began ten years ago, and at present about 350,000
bushels are planted annually, the sced being obtained from Long
Island Sound. The oysters in those waters grow very rapidly, but,
not fattening readily, they are usually takén up within a year and
again planted in Great South Bay and elsewhere.

An offset to the development of oyster-planting in Peconic Bay is
the decrease in this industry in Shinnecock Bay, on the south side of
Long Island. In 1898 the private areas in that bay yielded 43,000
bushels of oysters, worth about $1 per bushel; but, owing to the fail-
ure on the part-of the town authorities to secure the planters in their






