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STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE GULF STATES, 1902.

The Gulf States, as here considercd, comprise the western coast of
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. The informa-
tion presented applies only to the coast fisheries.of commercial impor-
tance proseeuted in the Gulf of Mexico and bays and rivers immediately
tributary, and does not include the fisheries of the interior waters
of these states. The inquiries cover the calendar year 1902, and were
begun in March and concluded in June, 1903. The results, which

_have already been published in condensed form as Statistical Bulletin
No. 147, indicate that the fisheries of these states were more extensive
in 1902 than in any previous year for which statistics are available.

The number of persons employed was 18,029, of whom 12,901 were
engaged as fishermen in the vessel and shore fisheries, and 5,128 as
shoresmen in wholesale fish establishments, oyster canneries, and other
branches of industry connected with the fisheries. Florida employed
in its fisheries 6,416 persons, Alabama 1,098, Mississippi 4,344, Louis-
iana 5,027, and Texas 1,144. The largest increase in the number of
persons employed as compared with the returns for 1897, the year for
which the last canvass was made, was 1,779, or 69.35 per cent, in Mis-
sissippi. There have also been comparatively large increases in all
of the other states except Texas, where there was a slight decrease.

The total amount of capital invested in 1902 was $4,707,460, of
which $1,945,320 was in Florida, $328,285 in Alabama, $1,270,408 in
Mississippi, $789,723 in Louisiana, and $373,724 in Texas. There has
been considerable increase in the investment in all of these states since
1897, and especially in Mississippi, where it amounted to $752,107, or
145.11 per cent; in Florida the increase was $796,058, or 69.26 per
cent; and in Alabama $163,096, or 98.73 per cent.

The number of fishing and transporting vessels employed was 714,
valued at $953,925. Their net tonuage was 9,221 tons, and the value
of their outfit $341,920. The number of boats in the shore fisheries
was 7,102, valued at $707,129. The fishing apparatus used on vessels
and boats was valued at $198,414, the shore and accessory property at
$1,586,672, and the cash capital amounted to $319,400.

The products of the fisheriesin 1902 aggregated 113,696,970 pounds,
valued at $3,494,196. Of this quantity the gulf coast of Florida pro-
duced 48,120,019 pounds, valued at $1,462,166; Alabama produced

9,351,447 pounds, valued at $266,682; Mississippi, 23,426,965 pounds,
418
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valued at $553,220; Louisiana, 24,754,185 pounds, valued at $358,314;
and Texas, 8,044,404 pounds, valued at $353,814. The more impor-
tant species in the fisheries of these states are oysters, the yield of
which was 34,115,935 pounds, or 4,873,705 bushels, valued at
$1,263,689; mullet, including mullet roe, 27,233,322 pounds, $448,806;
sponges, 346,889 pounds, $364,422; shrimp, 12,366,915 pounds,
$198,979; trout or squeteague, 4,789,047 pounds, $178,207; buffalo-fish,
3,006,610 pounds, $26,556; cat-fish, 2,415,315 pounds, $72,991; chan-
nel bass or red-fish, 2,607,881 pounds, $82,622; Spanish mackerel,
1,583,891 pounds, $64 458; sheepshead 1,974,815 pounds, $48,590, and
crabs, 1,708,625 pounds, $29,741. A numbm of other species also
were taken in considerable quantities.

Since 1897 the total yield of the fisheries has mcreased 48,336,347
pounds, or 73.95 per cent in quantity, and $1, 222,470, or 53 81 per
cent in value, divided among. the different states in varying pro-
portions, with by far the greater part in Mississippi, Alabama, and
Florida. The most remarkable gain was in Mississippi, where the
quantity of products increased 199.20 per cent and the value 187.68
per cent. All of the states showed an increased catch of the more
important species since 1897, and in all the states except Texas, there
was also a large increase in the catch of oysters.

The oyster fishery is extensive in all the states of this region, the
yield being largest in Mississippi and- Louisiana. Oysters have been
cultivated to some extent in Alabama in recent years, and in 1902 the
yield from planted areas was 53,844 bushels, having a value of
$39,475, or more than 48 per cent of the value of the entire oyster
output of the state. In the other states not much progress has so far
been made in oyster planting, but in Mississippi and Louisiana laws
have recently been enacted for the protection and improvement of
the natural oyster grounds, and in the latter state efforts are being
made to develop the use of unproductive areas for the purpose of
oyster cultivation.

Some of the earlier publications relating to the fisheries of the Gulf
States are as follows:

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico, by Silas Stearns. The Fisheries and Fishery
Industries of the United States, Section II. Geographical Review of the Fisheries
for 1880.

Report on the Fisheries of the Gulf States, by J. W. Collins and H. M. 8mith.
Bulletin U. 8. Fish Commission 1891. .

Report on the Coast Figsheries of Texas, by Charles H. Stevenson. Report U. &,
Fish Commission 1889-1891.

The Fish and Fisheries of the Coastal Waters of Florida. Transmitted to the
United States Senate by the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, January 28, 1897.
Senate Document 100, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session. See also pages 263-342,

Report of U. 8. Fish Commissioner for 1896,
Statistics of the Fisheries of the Gulf States. Report U. 8. Fish Commission, 1899.
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 The following tables give the number of persons employed, the
amount of capital invested, and the quantity and value of the products
of the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1901; also a comparison of the
extent of the fisheries in 1897 and 1902:

Table showing the number of persons engaged in the ﬁshenea of the Gulf States in 1902.

Fisher- : Shores- .
States. men, men, | Total.
12 e« 1 S 5,579 837 6,416
Alabama 714 884 1,008
Misslssippi. 1,787 2,557 4,84
Louisiana 8,766 - 1,261 5,027
L @ KAB. e eeeevennencosoceas temanaasceaasresasesasissnasnssasansosecanonansos 1, i 89 1,144
Total 12,901 5,128 | 18,029
I
Table showing the investment<n the fisheries of the Guif States in 1902.
Florida. Alabama., Mississippi. .
Items.
No. Value. No. Value. No. Value.
Ves8el8. . ceeveeiciceciocarianacaannn 8479,126
TODNAZ ccvvvnnnnnacenccaceaes 4,787 |cceeaa.vn..e
utfit 2384, 464
B 2 8 880, 220
Seines... 1 13,076
Gillnets ... , 742
Stop nets 16,110
Trammel n 2,690
Fyke nets 60
Dip nets . 9
Cast nets. 862
Lines ....... 2,472
Sponge apparatus 6,668
Tongs..ﬁ'.i'.lili'. ...................... 4,887
Minorapparatus....... ..coeiviiit]eeiannienn 2,486
Shore and accessory property ................ ! 818, 805
Cashcapital ....oo.oiiiiiennniiiiiireannnn. L 492,250
TOBLeuernrnnennrarenennrnnens]anenecnns [ 1,945,820
Louisiana. Texas. - Total.
Items, .
No. Value. No. Value. No. Value.

B X017 P 789,728 {eeiaiaa.nn 878,724 |ceeecenene 4,707, 460
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Table showing the quantity and value of products taken in the fisheries of the Gulf States

in 1902.
Florida. Alabama, Misslssippi.
Species. -
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value Lbs. Value,

Amber-fish............oc..o... , 140 F) 153 U PR PP F R I
Angel-fishes............cevneaae. 71,126 1,881 2,460 877 2,460 868
Barracude ....oieiiiiepinnnn.. , 486 D O T T s A P
Black bass .. 12, 680 466 86, 050 3,218 7,060 864
Blue-fish, fresh................_.. 346, 606 10, 567 21, 026 7 11, 696 816
Blue-fish, salted. 8, V- ¢ 2 O U AN PR
Bonito......... 10, 100 L o
Buffalo-fish ...oooviioiiiiiiiiiiiiieniiiniiieeeana it 108, 100 2,261 4,660 66
Butter-fish ... 3,140 L e
Cat-fish ............ 76, 800 , 690 1560, 750 8,821 62, 400 1,267
Channel bass, or red- 1,104, 261 16,247 70,815 2,722 93,270 4,167

(133 1) § Y [ F 11, 460 767 , 760 .. 82
Crevalle ..... b4, 665 643 5,376 (3 PO F
Croaker.........ovevvniievenenecs]enennniieci]oecnaneanii, s 1,167 278, 000 8,578
Drum, fresh-water . O T 2,060 LT P

Drum, salt-water. ..

Mullet, fresh...........
Mullet, salted............
Mullet roe, salted
Mutton-fish ............oo..

Sheepshea.
Snapper, red...
Spappers, other...........c......
Spanish mnckerel fresh. ........
Sps,nlsh mackerel salted........

Btmwberry bass .....oceivinn.llle

Sturgeon .....
Caviar
8Buckers,....
Sun-flshes .....
Tang, or AUrgeo:;
Trout or squeteague, fresh.......
Trout or squeteague, salted......
T’I‘;unk-ﬂsh

48,120,019

9,851, 447

266, 682
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Table showing the quantity and va

419

lue of products taken in the fisheries of the ‘Gulf States

in 1902—Continued.

Louigiana. Texas. Total.
Species. .
Lbs. Value. | -+ Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value,

Amber-fish. . 42,140 1,061
Angel-fishes 76, 026 1,966
Barracuda 84,4 1,208
Black bass 84, 730 5, 865
. 395, 776 12,316
" 8, 000 120
10,100 503
3, 0086, 610 26, 650
3,140 46
2,416, 815 72,991
2,607, 881 82,622
18, 200 839
69, 880 1,021
‘Croaker......... 543, 810 19, 326
Drum, fresh-water b, 560 181
Drum, salt-water.... 418, 876 7,638
Flounders........... 488, 741 17,959
German carp.... 1,176 838
1,112,258 14,824
@Qrunts ...... 874, 200 18, 028
Hog-fish . 70, 090 , 440
.Hound-figh. ..... I 6, 000 . 360
Jew-fish.......coeeienn... Cresvsne .. 2,177
80, 373
11,978
21
222
. 80
324
, 928
77,618
Mullet roe, salted , 88 6,270
Mutton-fish..................... , 80 849
Permit.....ooiiiiiiiiiiinninin. 10, 000 500
Pigfish ....oooviiiiiiiiiiin.., 20, 950 409
Pike and pickerel................0....ol 67,300 s 58, 976 2,338
POMPANG «.eeeunnnnnn.... s . 3,230 | 360 380, 570 2,298 538, 344 30,160
POTEY -eceeverenecennnennannnnnns ) . , 8,548
Pork-fish................. . 23 38,146
Sallor's choice, or pin-figh, 4,111
Sardines ............... 998
Bea bass. ......iiiiiiiiiiiii.., 467
had ........ R
Sheepshead .. 48, 590

Bilver perch... 38,
Snapper, re 410,157
Bnappers, other 10,442
Spanish mackerel, fresh 62, 836
1,622
[0] SR 8, 866
8trawberry bass. 1,089
8turgeon..... 18, 662
b, 336
87
2, 1’1%3
Trout or squeteague, fresh. 1,078,240 49,071 | 1,119,800 49,577 4,734, 49 171,183
Trout or squeteague, salted.. . 54,098 2,024
Trunk-fish 12
Turbot. .. 850 66
Warmout! 22,700 1,436
Whiting.. 140, 164 8, 633
Yellow-ta 100, 132 6,287
Other fish .. 53, 460 1,902
249,240 27,241
800 100
3, 884 890
1, 666, 431 25,028
80, 613 2,914
11, 681 1,799
. 8,897
o

8,388,801 | 100,859 { 84,115,486 | 1,268,
7,634,720 12,866,915 | 198,979
' ! 846,889 | 864,422
4 17,963
495 1,782
478,467 82,007
..... 600 99
Total........... 8,044,404 | 868,814 | 118,696,070 | 8,494,196

F.C.1808—27
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Supplementary table showing certain of the above products in number and bushels.

Florida, Alabama, Mississippi.
Products. 4
Quentity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value.

Alligator hides 9,067 $4,209 | oo i rece e,

lams.........ccoonen.... 100 D O ] P M,
Crab, hard 8,999
Crab, soft. 840
Crab, stone 11,681
Otter skins 201
Oysters..... 579, 687 , 108 847,460 | 119,778 | 2,405,182 428,222
Terrapin 10, 593 4,227 8, 1,918 8,496 4,619

Louisiana. Texas, Total.
Products. — -
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value

Alligator hides 48,036 827,241

BINB.....cccu... 100 © 100
Crab, bard 4, 999, 208 25, 028
Crab, soft. .. 91, 639 2,914
Crab, stone ... 11,681 1,799
Ottersking.................. 201 1,016
Oysters.....ooeeveenea... 4,873,706 | 1,268, 689
Terrapin ................ 40, 905 17,968

Comparative table showing the extent of the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897 and 1902.

Persons engaged. Caplital Invested.
Increase or de-
Increase {n 1902
crease jn 1902
States, compared with gompared with
1897. | 1902 1897. 1897, 1902. ’
Percent- " | Percent-
No. age. Amount. age.
5,011 6,416 | +1,406 | +28.03 | 81,149,262 | 81,945,820 | 8796,008 69. 28
789 1,088 | + 809 | +89.16 165,189 828,285 (. 168,006 98,78
2, 665 4,844 | 41,779 +69.85 518,801 | 1,270,408 762,107 145.11
4,403 5,027 | + 624 +14.17 518, 818 789, 728 275,910 58, 69
1,199 1,144 | — - 4. 287, 496 878,724 186, 228 . B7.88
18,967 | 18,020 | +4,062 | +29.08 | 2,594,081 [ 4,707,460 2,128, 899 82,17
Products,
Pounds. Value.
Increase in 1902 Increase in 1902
States. compared with compared
1897. with 1897,
1897. 1902, 1897. 1902,
Per- ‘ i Per-
Amount. | cent- Amount.| cent-
age. age.
Florida ......... 28,255,219 | 48,120,019 | 19,864,800 | 70.80 | $944,7908 81, 462,166 8517,.873 64,76
Alabama.. 4,699,881 | 9,851,447 | - 4,652,066 | 98.99 1384, 488 266,682 | 132,244 98.14
Migsisaippi -{ 7,829,685 | 28,426,965 | 15,507,280 | 199.20 192,298 668,220 ¢ 860,922 | 187.68
Louisiana . -1 17,401,788 | 24,764,186 | 7,862,847 | 42.26 718, 587 868,814 | 144,727 20.28
Texa8....cue.... , 174, , 044, 869,864 | 12,12 286, 610 .868, 814 67,204 28, 44
Total...... 65, 860, 628 |118, 696, 970 | 48,888,847 | 78.95 | 2,271,726 | 8, 404,196 |1, 222, 470 58, 81
. s .
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FISHERIES OF WESTERN FLORIDA.

The west side of Florida has a longer coast line than any other Gulf
state, its length being about 2,810 miles. The shore line, like that
of the eastern coast of the state, is low, and is indented with numer-
ous bays, sounds, and lagoons, which furnish good harhorage for
the light-draft fishing vessels. The principal indentations are Perdido
Bay, Pensacola Bay, Santa Rosa Sound, Choctawhatchee Bay, St.
Andrews Bay, Apalachicola Bay, St. Georges Sound, Apalachee Bay,
Wiccassassee Bay, Clearwater Bay, Tampa Bay, Sarasota Bay, and
Charlotte Harbor. While the rivers and small streams entering the
gulf are numerous, the principal ones being the Escambia, Chocta-
whatchee, Apalachicola, Suwanee, Withlacoochee, Manatee, and
Caloosahatchee, but little fishing, other than for sturgeon, is prose-
cuted in any of them except the Apalachicola River.

A serious difficulty encountered in certain counties bordering on the
gulf is the lack of shipping facilities. To counteract this as far as
possible, the wholesale dealers at Cedar Key, St. Petersburg, Tampa,
and Punta Gorda operate a large fleet of transporting vessels which
make regular trips to the fishing camps, taking out supplies and bring-
ing back the catch. Nearly all of these vessels are fitted with refrig-
erating compartments, in which the fish are stored and thus brought
to market in excellent condition. Formerly the fish were placed loose
in the hold of the vessel with cracked ice thrown over them, but the
-loss from spoiling, caused by delays incident to head winds and calms,
was 80 great that the dealers were compelled to adopt the present
method.

During 1908 the Manatee County region, which is one of the best
fishing sections in the state, was penetrated by a railroad which has
been constructed as far south as Sarasota, and is eventually to be
extended to Boca Grande. The Boca Grande terminus will undoubt-
edly exert a considerable influence upon the fisheries. Atthe present
time the fishermen from lower Manatee County and Lee County ship
their fish to Punta Gorda, on Charlotte Harbor, where there is a rail-
road connecting with northern points. Punta Gorda is 80 miles from
the mouth of the harbor, however, while Boca Grande is at the
entrance, and with the dealers located at the latter place the vessels will
be saved the long journey to Punta Gorda.

A large storage and fish-fertilizer plant has been erected at Punta
Gorda, but was not finished in time to operate in 1902. It is the
intention of the company operating this plant to freeze the better
grades of gulf fish, and convert the nonedible and spoiled fish into
fertilizer.

A fire at Cedar Key May 19, 1902, which burned down the railroad
station and one of the wholesale establishments and damaged several
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others, considerably curtailed the fish trade of that place for several
months.

Shad have been reported a number of times from the west coast of
Florida, and an occasional specimen has been found by scientists. A
Pensacola fisherman, who claimed to have caught 12 or 15 sbad in a
seine the latter part of February, 1900, in the early part of 1908 shipped
to the Bureau of Fisheries two specimens which proved to be the Ala-
bama shad (Alosa alabame). It is possible that this species is more
abundant than is generally supposed, as but little netting has been
dene in the rivers of this region until within the last two or three
years.

The west coast of Florida leads all of the other Gulf States in the
catch of blue-fish, mullet, pompano, red snapper, grouper, Spanish
mackerel, turtle, and a number of less important species. The follow-
ing tables present in condensed form the extent of the fisheries in 1902:

Persons employed.

How engaged. No.
On vessels fishing ....................... RO 1, 908
On vessels transportin 46
In shore or boat fishe
Bhoresmen ...........coiiiviiiiiiiiieiiiann.. .
D
Items. No. Value. Items. No. Value,

h App;xmtus—shore fisheries:

Trammel nets............ 41 82, 500

kae nets.. . 10 60

Dip nets . 16 9

Cast nets. 77 862

Lines ......coovvviiiiciiifennnnann 540

2,666 830,220 Sponge apparatus........{........ 8,153

Apparatus—vessel fisheries: ONgs, OySter ............ 667 4,510
Seines.... R 12 2,846 Tongs, terrapin.......... 10 30
Gill nets 90 2,276 Traps, fish ..., .. 244 520
...... 1 Traps, otte 496 176

....... 8,610 || . Spears 88

41 7 Guns..... 1,880

SpPears ......ccovevecnannn. b 8 Minor apparatus......... 7%
8hore and accessory property|........ 818, 806

184 10,230 || Cash capital ................. | D 492, 250

1,671 4,467 e e
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Table of products.
Florida, Florida.
Products. Products,
Lbs. Value. Lbs. | Value.

Amber-fish ................. 42,140 81,051 | 808 bASS...sieeirienninnnn 9, 800 8128
Angelfish............ 71,128 1,831 | 8heepshead ..........c..... 1, 878, 650 21, 686
Barracuda............ 5436 1,208 | Snapper, red......cccuu-... 8,074, 066 287,428
Black bass............ 12, 680 466 | Snappers, other............ 868, 10, 428
Blue-fish, fresh. 346, 606 10, 567 | Bpanish mackere), fresh ...| 1,432,856 65, 908
Blue-fish, salted 8, 000 120 | S8panish mackerel, salted .. 40, 650 1,622
Bonito... 10, 100 t 14, 260 300
Butter-] 38,140 843, 201 8,632
Cat-figh.. 75, 5, 691 8,020
Channel bass or red-fish....| 1,104,261 4,8 372
Crevalle . b4, 15,100 046
Drum, salt-water... 193, 626 g i 2 10
Flounders.......... 80, 181 2,182 | Trout or squeteague, fresh .| 1,804, 614 44, 221
German carp ....... 1,175 33 | Trout orsqueteague, salted. b4, , 024
Groupers ........... 487, 089 7,279 | Trunk-fish ................. 12
Grunts.... 374,200 18,029 | Turbot 8 66
Hog-tish .. 65,180 8,236 | Whitin 20, 264 803
Hound-fls 6, 000 360 | Yellow-tail 93, 687 6,088
Jurel .. 30,026 369 | Other flsh 4 16
King-fis| 161, 900 3,843 | Alligator a 543400 4,109
Lady-fish, fresh. 697, 800 11,945 | Clam....... b 800 100:
Lady-fish, salted.. 700 21 | Conch 3,334 890
Margate-fish...... 3,500 222 | Crab, hard d],333 83
Menhaden........ 2, 500 25 | Crab, soft e 280 84
Moon-flsh ........ 10, 628 314 [ Crab, stone 711,681 1,799
Mullet, fresh ..... 3 827,128 | Crawflsh 65, 6 8,282
Mullet, salted .... 2,589,190 77,818 | Ottor skins g 1,016
Mullet roe, salted 84, 887 6,270 | Oyster ... h 4,067,107 124,108
Mutton-fish 28,301 849 | 8h 17,280 288
10, 000 500 %ponges 846, 889 864,422

2, 000 60 | Terra) 430, 899 4,27

176 9 | Tortolse- 495 1,732

487,009 26,276 | Turtle.... 869, 267 28, 886

70, 960 8,548 | Turtle eggs
-fish 23,332 8,146
8atlor’s choice or pin-fish . 111, 746 8,786 Total....cccoevennnnnn. 48,120,019 | 1,462,166
rdines......eoveeennnna, 29, 600 998

d'Represents 9,067 in number,

b Represents 100 bushels.
o Includes 80 pearls, valued at $528.

dRepresenls 8,999 in number,
¢ Represents 840 in number.

7 Represents 11,681 in number,
¢ Represents 201 in number.
h Represents 579,687 bushels.
¢ Represents 10,693 in number.

THE FISHERIES BY COUNTIES.

Commercial fishing was carried on in 18 of the19 coastal counties.
Monroe, Escambia, and Hillsboro counties have the most important
fishing interests, Monroe leading in nearly every particular, owing
largely to its extensive vessel and shore fisheries for sponges and

turtles.

on important red-snapper, mullet, and sponge fisheries.

Hillsboro occupies second place in.most respects, and carries
Nearly every

county shows a substantial increase over the reports of the previous

canvass, and the total increase is very large.

In 1890 the catch

amounted to 27,418,562 pounds, valued at $1,064,139; in 1895 to
81,929,127 pounds, worth $1,111,086; while in 1902 it was 48,120,019
pounds, valued at $1,462,166, a gain of 20,701,457 pounds and $398,027
over 1890, and of 16,190,892 pounds and $351,080 over 1895.






