VI.—THE ICELAND HERRING-FISHERIES.*
By W. FINN,

R :
From “Deutsche Fischerei-Zeitung,” 34 year, No. 64. Stottin, Decamber 21 1880.;

iOWa-rds the end of last year (1879) a market report received from
tenburg by the ¢ Deutsche Fischerei-Zeitung” mentioned the fact
8 & neiy article had been introduced into the Gottenburg market, viz,
and salt herring, which on account of its superior quality had com-
Sndeq 5 very high price. Some time later the same kind of herrings
Mentioned in reports from other places. Quite recently news was
%eived from Elmshorn (Holstein) that a vessel which from that place
T gone to Iceland in spring to engage in the herring-fisheries had
&in?med with a full cargo. These communications aroused my interest,
the =3 in the Danish official reports I found but very few data regarding
18 Iceland herring-fisheries, I applied to Norway for further informa-
on, for, strange to say, neither the Icelanders nor the Danes, but the
ax:’(;'v"@gia.ns, have begun herring-fisheries on & large scale near Iceland,
Gxert!ley are rapidly developing them to an extent which cannot fail to
io Clse an important influence on the world’s commerce. The informa-
- 98 relating to these fisheries which I received from Norway, and which
he highest degree deserves the attention of our ship-owners and
Italists, is given in the following:
omls now eleven years since an association called the Iceland Fishing
o Pany wag formed in Mandal, Norway. A mere accident furnished
esBDCCasion for forming this association. The captain ot: a Norwegian
ar el, who often visited Iceland, had his attention directed to the
Hege schools of herrings in the Sejdis fiord on the east coast of Iceland.
mer?mmunicated his observations to the owner of the vessel, a Mandal
Rot; hant_, Mr. Albert Jacobsen. This gentleman, one of the most ener-
reg uel business men of Mandal, resolved to make an attempt to establish
Ay ar fisheries on the coast of Iceland, although he hardly looked for
Orable results, as neither Icelanders nor Danes had hitherto attempted
fav()i’mg in this direction. Mr. Jacobsen bought a piece of land in a
co a“ble location on the shore of the Sejdis fiord, and sent a vessel to
\ndwill furnished with everything required for fishing. This first
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expedition was successful, and the vessel returned with a full cargo f’f
herrings of the finest quality. This result created quite a sensation 18
Mandal business circles, and seven other merchants associated then”
selves with Mr. Jacobsen in the above-mentioned company. A_long‘ﬂ‘ie
of the land near the Sejdis fiord bought by Mr. Jacobsen, another ap
larger piece of land was bought by the company, and a largeand gom®
what expensive establishment, answering to the great expectations e’
tertained with regard to this enterprise, was started on the Scjdis fior®
During the first year these expectations were not disappointed, for aboub
2,000 tons of herrings were sent to Mandal. But now there followed #
number of poor years. The herrings did not make their appearance, 8
the heavy expense of keeping up the establishment caused serious losses
tothe stockholders. Theconsequence was that the company was dissolv
and the whole establishment sold for a mere song to a new compf"’y
rising from the ruins of the dld one. Among those who had not yet gives,
up all hope was Mr. Jacobsen, who was also one of the stockholders ¢ -
the new company. But as the enterprise did not flourish, and did no
seem to promise any profits in the future, the number of stockholder®
gradually decreased until only two were left, Mr. Jacobsen and anothéf
merchant, Mr. Carl Lund. These two men, not discouraged by temp?’
rary failures, and able, by reason of their pecuniary circumstances, 0.
stand the pressure for some time, bought up the shares of all those sf’O_ﬁk'
holders who desired to withdraw from the company. At last, in 1871
the herrings again made their appearance in the Sejdis fiord, and caﬂ’e;
again in the following year. But in spite of the moderately success.f"‘-lv
fisheries the net profits were not large, owing prineipally to the low pri¥
of herrings. Last autumn, however, the sensational news reached Mab
dal from Iceland that such an enormous number of herrings had enteré
the nets that there were not enough barrels and salt. These articlé?
were sent out at. once, but nevertheless a considerable number of her’
rings was lost. 1In spite of this loss, however, the result was very 59 q
isfactory, no less than 8,000 barrels of herrings having been salted, a
.ag prices were high (in Mandal 263 crowns—3§7.12—wholesale price, ¥
paid for a bairel ; and in Gottenburg and Stockholm theretail price wi?
.36 to 40 crowns ($9.64 to 810,72, per barrel), the two stockholders werd
fully rewarded for their perseverance, and amply repaid for for®”
losses and disappointments. Dauring thelast few years the company ho?
.every year sent two vessels with a crew of 28 men to Iceland. Barre™”
salt, food, &c., are of course taken along from Norway. Last yea1’s ¥
pedition unfortunately closed with a very sad occurrence. In Decem? f
the Dutch steamer Anna was to take the remainder of that year’s ¥i€'
.of herrings—2,117 barrels—and the officers and workmen of the Sejd!
fiord establishment back to Bergen. AtFeiosen,near Bergeln, thestea”.
ran against a rock and immediately sank to a depth of 8 fathoms. °
sides the first mate, the pilot, and two coopers, Captain Abrahamsen, *°
«irector of the Sejdis fiord establishment, also met his death in the
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:;laves. His death was a very serious loss to the company, for he was
exceptionally able and energetic man, whose place it will be difficult
Ofll. Of the cargo only a small portion was saved.
he magnificent results obtained last year Ly the ¢ Iceland Fishing
Opany ” had a magic influence on all the ship-owners on the west
c?ast_ of Norway. Every vessel which could be gpared was in the be-
glnn}ng of last summer fitted out and sent to Iceland to engage in the
a{';m“g-ﬁsheries. From Mandal alone 30 vessels, with a total burden of
out 2,000 tons, are said to have sailed for Iceland. In June last an
of ;eland Tishing Company ? was organized in Aalesund, with a capital

0,000 crowns ($8,040).

0 obtain the right to fish in Iceland waters, a foreigner must be nat-
ei;‘hZed, which is done in a very simple way, by taking out an Iceland
anlzen’s paper (cost about 4 crowns, 81.75), swearing an oath of allegi-

Ce to the King of Denmark, and settling down on the island. This .
Bet;umg down, however, generally only consists in putting up in some
Avorable location on the shores of the fiord the frame house which has
o 80 brought ready-made from Norway. Although, according to & cir-
Uar of the governor of Iceland, addressed to all officials in the island,
€86 regnlations are to be strictly observed, it is a fact that many Nor-
tlfjgi&n fishermen who have taken out Icelandic citizen’s papers, never
Ink of gettling permanently in Iceland.
Last gummer the herring-fisheries carried on by Norwegians .were
lefly confined ta the east coast of the island, although a few vessels
2180 fighed in the Oe fiord and the Ise fiord. Both during this and last
®ar the Tske fiord was the principal place for herring-fishing during sum-
ﬁe“a whilst the richest autumn fisheries have taken place in the Sejdis
-Eord, During last summer 28,000 tons of herring were caught in the
Ske fiord (6,000 of these by a Bergen company—J. E. Lehmkul), whilst
Uring the same period scarcely 1,000 tons were caught in the Sejdis
°rd, In this last mentioned fiord, however, upwards of 40,000 tons
e‘:e caught during the third week in October, whilst the quantity of
TTingg left in the nets was estimated at 20,000 tons. As according to
€ lagt reports from Iceland fishing was still going on, we are not pre-
Bareq to give any absolutely reliable information as to the total yield,
W in a1 probability the Norwegian fishermen will this year bring home
om [celand about 100,000 tons of herrings. If such harvests should
m"vﬁ the rule,* ship-owners fitting out veasels for Iceland will do well
Temember this.
1 e shall doubtless soon be in possession of all the data regarding the
Celand herring-fisheries.

0. Dul‘ing last summer. the herring-fisheries on the coast of Norway have been very

0r, whilst all reports from Iceland speak of the Iceland herring-fisheries as being
igi“‘“l'kn,bly successful. Soe ‘¢ Die Norwegisohe Nordsee-Expedition, 1877 » (the Norwe-
8180 North Sea Expedition), p. 181, volume for 1878 of this journal.
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To the Norwegian merchant, Albert Jacobsen, belongs all the honor
of Laving inaugurated these fisheries; and other nations owe him &
debt of gratitude, if in the future this enornous wealth of fish, whick
‘its rightful owners have hitherto neglected with inexplicable short-sight-
edness, proves a practical benefit, not only to Norway, but also to many
other countries (let us also hope Germany).



