VII.—ON THE EARLY SHAD FISHERIES OF THE NORTH BRANCH
OF THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER.*

BY HARRISON WRIGHT.

HisTorY.—There can be no doubt but that the Indians, for years
before the white people thought of settling at Wyoming, caught their
shad there in large quantities. Their net-sinkers, though they have for
Years been collected by archsologists, are still very plenty, and can be
found anywhere on the flats along the river in quantities, and the frag-
ments of pottery show unmistakable markings with the vertebrs of the
8had. These, together with the fact that the early settlers saw the
Indians catehing shad in a seine made of bushes (called a bush-net),
D.oint to the fact that shad on the North Branch were taken in quanti-
ties by the Indians. :

The Connecticut people who settled here over & hundred years ago
haqd, in the very start, their seines, and took the shad in numbers. As
Dear ag we can learn they were the first white people who seined the
8had in the North Branch.

During the thirty years’ war which the Connecticut gettlers had with
th.e Pennsylvania government for the possession of this valley of Wyo-
g}lng theshad supply was a great element of subsistence. For this, unlike

¢ fields, barns, and granaries, couldnot be burned by the Pennamites.
o An O.Id settler says: “ When we came back to the valley we found
dver Ything destroyed, and the only thing we could find to eat were two

ea:d shad picked up on the river shore; these we cooked, and a more
elicious meal was never partaken of by either of us.” One of the most
1tter complaints made against the Pennamites, in 1784, was that they

haq destroyed the seines.
After the Revolutionary war had ended, and the troubles between the

the“nsb’lvania claimants and the Connecticut settlers had been quieted,
e shad fisheries increased in numbers and value yearly, until about
toe Year 1830, when the dams and canal were finished and an end put
the shad fisheries. ,
thRUN-—It- would appear from the statements hereto appended that
©male fish preceded the female fish by some eight to ten days in their

- . .
an dTh‘S paper is condensed from the report of a committee of the Wyoming Historical
Gencalogical 8ociety, Harrison Wright, chairman (Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne Co.,

P .
8.), Which was published in the Fish Commission Bulletin for 1881, p. 352.—C. W. 8.
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ascent of the river, and between the ascent of the former and that of
the latter there was generally a perceptible rise in the river, and imme-
diately following it came the large roe-weighted females in great
schools. )

A map of the Susquekanna River from the junction of the West
Branch at Northumberland to Towanda, near the New York State line,
has been prepared. Upon this are noted the localitics of the fisheries
with as much aceuracy as was attainable from the accounts received by
us. Some have probably been omitted, especially in the stretch of river
from Danville to a point four miles above Bloomsburg, where we were
ansuccessful in our inquiries.

At Northumberland, or just below, was Humrmel’s fishery; between
Northumberland and Danville there were eight fisheries, in order from
Northumberland up as follows: 1. Line’s Island lower fishery ; 1. Line’s
Island middle fishery; 3. Smith’s fishery ; 4. Line’s Island upper fish-
ery; b. Scott’s fisbery; 6. Grant’s fishery; 7. Carr’s Island fishery;j
8. Rockafeller’s. The next fishery of which we have a record was the
fishery of Samucl Webb, located about four miles above Bloomburg:
Above this point about four miles, and six miles below Berwick, was
the fishery of Benjamin Boon; the next was located just above the
town of Berwick, and about a mile and a half above Berwick was the
Tuckahoe fishery (this last is the same as the Nescopeck fishery men-
tioned in Pearce’s history); the next was at Beach Haven. Betweend
‘this latter place and Nanticoke Dam there werc three, viz, one ab
Shickshinny; one just below the mouth of Hunlock’s Creek, and oné,
called the “Dutch ” fishery, on Croup’s farm. Above Nauticoke there
was one belonging to James Stewart, about opposite Jameson Harvey'’s
place, one at Fish Island, and one at Steele’s Ferry, called the Mud
fishery. The next was on Fisl’s Island, three-quarters of a mile beloW
the Wilkes Barre bridge; the next was Bowman’s fishery, immediately
below the Wilkes Barre bridge; the next was the Butler fishery, alittle
above the bridge; the next was at Mill Creek, a mile above the bridge;
the next was the Monocacy Island fishery; the next Carey’s; the next
was on Wintermoot Island, this last landing on the left bank above theé
ferry at Beauchard’s; the next was at Scovel’s Island, opposite Lacka-
wanna Creek ; this and the Falling Spring fishery next above belonged
to parties living in Providence, away up the Lackawanna. The nex?b
above was at Harding’s, in Exeter Township; the next above was ab
Keeler’s, in Wyoming County; the next was at Taylor'’s (or Three Broth-
ers,) Island; this latter fishery was no doubt the one referred to by P.
M. Osterhout as being opposite McKune’s Station, on the Lehigh Valley
Railroad ; the next was at Hunt’s Ferry, circa five miles above Tunk
hannock ; the next was Grist’s Bar, about a mile above Meshoppen; the
next was at Whitcomb’s Island, about a mile below Black Walunb
Bottom; a half a mile above this fishery was the Sterling Island fisherys
and the next above was Black Walnut, and half a mile further up w28
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the Chapin Island fishery; the next was at the bend at Skinner’s Eddy;
the next was at Browntown, in Bradford County ; the next was at Ing-
ham’s Island; the next was at the mouth of Wyalusing Creek ; two
miles further up was one at Terrytown; the next and last that we have
any record of was at Standing Stone, about six miles below Towanda.

Thus it will be seen that between Northumberland and Towanda
there were about forty permanent fisheries.

MONEY VALUE.—Qur county records only go back to 1787. We
8pent a whole day in searching the first volumes, in hopes that we might
find some entries of transfers of fishing rights, but our search was
fruitless. We have, however, fourrd among the papers of Caleb Wright
3 bill of sale of a half interest in a fishery between Shickshiuny and
Nanticoke, called the 4 Dutch fishery.” The price paid was £20, “lawful
Mmoney of Penusylvania,” equivalent to $53.33.* ‘

Jameson Harvey says that Jonathan Hunlock’s interest in the Hun-
lock fishery was worth from five to six hundred dollars per annum;; it
Was a half interest. Ienry Roberts saysa rightin a fishery was worth
from ten to twenty-five dollars. Major Fassett's father was one of
eleven ownersinthe Sterling Island fishery, and his interest was valued
at $100.
~ Mr. Hollenback’s information on the money value of the different fish-
Cries ig by far the most valuable. He says the Standing Stone fishery
Was worth from $300 to $400 per annum; the Terrytown fishery was
Wworth about the sawe; the Wyalusing Creek fishery was worth about
$250 per annum ; the Ingham Island fishery $50 less ; the Browatown
and Skinuer’s Eddy fisheries about $150 per annum each.

Jameson Harvey says: “The widow Stewart, at the Stewart fishery,
used often to take from $30 to $40 of a night for her share of the haul.”

The data bearing upon this point are decidedly unsatisfactory, as they
Would only give to the forty fisheries an annual value of about $12,000,
3 large amount for those days, yet one we believe to be too small. ’l‘l%e
Dext topic, the ‘ cateh,” should be taken with this one to form a basis

Or calculation. :

CaTcr.—A¢t the eight fisheries near Northum perland large numbers
of shad were taken ; three hundred was a common haul; some hauls
ran from three to five thousand. The Rockafeller fishery, just below
panville (about the year 1820), gave an annual yi.eld of from three to

our thousand, worth from 123 cents to 25 cents apiece. .

Mr. Fowler says that the fishery just above Berwick was one of the
ost productive, and that he has assisted there in catching “thonsands
Upon thousands,” but does not give the average annual yield. He also
83ys that at the Tuckahoe fishery “many thousands were caught night

and at the Webb and Boon fisheries the hauls

and day in early spring,”
arly spring.
’ a haul that they

Were immense. At the latter they got so many at

1 + Calel Wright's son received as his share of one night’s fishing at this fishery
s900 ghaq,
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couldn’t dispose of them, and they were actually hauled on Boon’s farm
for manure.

At Hunlock’s fishery the annual catech must have been above ten
thousand. At the Dutch fishery in one night thirty-eight hundred were
taken. At the Fish Island fishery,at a single haul, nearly ten thousand
shad were taken. Mr. Jenkins recollects of seeing a haul at Monocacy
Island—just before the dam was put in—of twenty-eight hundred. At
Scovel’s Island the cateh was from twenty to sixty per night; at Falling
Spring fifty to three hundred per night; at Taylor’s Island from two
handred #o four hundred per night. At Wyalusing 'the annual catch
was between two and three thousand, and at Sanding Stone between
three and four thousand. The daily cateh at the Terrytown fishery was
about one hundred and fifty. Major Fassett says that at the Ster-
ling Island fishery ¢ over two thousand were caught in one day in five
hauls.” .

It is & plain deduction from the above facts that the fisheries down
the river were much more valuable than those above. Above Monocacy

we hear of no cateh over two thousand, while below that point t-hey\

were much larger; and while from three to four hundred dollars seems
to be the general annual value above, we find the fishery at Hunlock’s,
12 miles below, was worth from a thousand to twelve hundred per an-
num. The shad farther up the river appear to have decreased in num-
bers, yet to have increased in size, and that brings us to the next head.
* S1ZE.—The opinion seems to be general that the great size attained
by the Susquehanna shad was attributed to the long run up the fresh
water stream (carrying the idea of the survival of the fittest). That they
were of great size is beyond doubt; nearly every one who recollects them
insists on putting their weight at almost double that of the average
Delaware shad of to-day.

Mr. Van Kirk gives as the weight of the shad caught at the fisheries
in Northumberland and Montour Counties as from three to nine pounds.
Mr. Fowler says he has assisted in catching thousands weighing eight
and nine pounds at the fisheries in Columbia County. Mr. Harvey:
speaking of the Luzerne County shad, says : ¢ Some used to weigh eight
or nine pounds, and I saw one weighed, on a wager, which turned the
scales at thirteen pounds!” Major Fassett, speaking of those caught
in Wyoming County, says: “ The average weight was eight pounds,
the largest twelve pounds.” Dr. Horton says of the shad caught it
Bradford County, that he has seen them weighing nine pounds; ordi-
narily the weight was from four tosseven pounds.

PRICE.—The price of the shad varied, according to their size, from
4d. to 25 cents, depending of course upon their scarcity or abundance,
and as some of our correspondents remember the price in years when
it was high, and others in those when there was a great plenty of fish
there arises what appear to be couflicting statements in their letters.

At the town meeting held at Wilkes Barre, April 21, 1778, prices

i
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were set on articles of sale, inter alia, as follows : Winter-fed beef, per
pound, 7d.; tobacco, per pound, 9d. ; eggs, per dozen, 8d. ; shad, apiece,
6d. At one time they brought but 4d. apiece. A bushel of salt would
at any time bring a hundred shad. At the time the dam was built they
brought from 10 to 12 cents. On the day of the big haul Mr. Harvey
says they sold for a cent apiece {Mr. Dana says 3 coppers). Mr. Isaac
8. Osterhout remembers a Mr. Walter Green who gave twenty barrels
of shad for a good Durham cow. Mr. Roberts says that in exchanging
for maple sugar one good shad was worth a pound of sugar; when sold
for cash shad were worth 123 cents apiece. Major Fassett says the
arket price of the shad was $6 per hundred. Dr. Horton says the
shad, according to size, were worth from 10 to 256 cents. Mr. Hollen-
baCk, in calculating the value of the fisheries near Wyalusing, has put
t‘h‘? value of the shad at 10 cents apiece. In 1820 they were held in
Wilkes Barre at $18.75 per hundred. Mr. Fowler says they were worth
3 cents or 4 cents apiece.
. COUNTRY SUPPLY AND TRADE.—Every family along the river hav-
ing 8ome means had its half barrel, barrel, or more of shad salted away
ach seagon, and some smoked shad hanging in their kitchen chimneys ;
u‘t not only those living immediately along the river were the bene-
ficiaries, but the testimony shows that the country folk came from fifty
Wiles away to get their winter supply, camping along the river’s bank,
a‘nd bringing in payment whatever they had of a marketable nature.
t}ey came from the New York State line, and from as far east as Easton,
in““ging maple sugar and salt, and from as far west as Milton, bring-
a g cider, whisky, and the two mixed together as cider royal, and fr.om
OWn the river and away to the south towards Philadelphia, bringing
eather, iron, &e. "
a M}‘- Isaac S. Osterhout says when quite a boy (1822-23)he went with
wnelghbor to Salina, N. Y., after salt, he taking shad and his neighbor
hetStones, which they traded for salt. The teawns hauling grain to
aston brought back salt. In good seasons the supply of this latter
Wportant item always seems to have ‘been short of the demand.
he shad, as far as we can learn, appear never to have gone up the
8t Branch in such quantities as they did up the North Branf}h, “}ld
© 8ame may be said of the Delaware, or else the fish were of inferior
Qality, for the dwellers from the banks of both of these streams came

Yoming for their supply of shad.
aMl‘- P. M. Osterhout tells of a firm (Miller
. Dnock which did quite an extensive busine ]
Ured ones up the river -into New York State, and far down the river.
b Mr. Fowler says: “ No farmer or 1an with a famijly was without 'hls
farrel or barrels of shad the whole year round. Besides furnishing
I:;Od for the immediate inhabitants, people from Mahantango, Bluo
Ountaing, and, in fact, for fifty miles around, would bring salt 1o tight

“arrels and trade it for shad.”

i

iller & McCord) living at Tunk-
ss in shad, sending the
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Mr. Harvoy says: ‘“Boats coming up the river used to bring leather,
cider, whisky, cider royal, salt, iron, &c., and would take back shad.”

OTHER FISH.—Wae do not find that any other deep-sea fish (with the
exception of eels) ever came up the river above Northumberland. The
«Qswego bass,” “ Susquehanna salmon,” ¢ yellow bass,” “striped bass,”
¢ Susquehanna bass” spoken of by the different correspondents ap-
pear to be the same fish, which is also sometimes called the wall-eyed
pike, an excellent fish introduced into the river many years ago from
Oswego Lake. They are not now as plenty as formerly, though within
the past few years they have been increasing perceptibly. The other
fish mentioned are nothing but the common river fish.

ErrEcT OF pDAMS.—There is no question that the building of the
dams necessary to feed the canals put a stop at once to shad fishing;
all our correspondents agree that after the Nanticoke dam was finished,
in 1830, no shad were ever caught above it. As to the effect of the
dams on the shad fishing, the following extracts from Hazard’s Regis-
ter are of interest:

1829, May 9, page 304. ¢ Lewistown, Pa., May 2. It is stated that
shad are caught in much greater abundance below the dam at North
Island, in the Juniata, than has ever been known at any previous time-
It is supposed that the dam in the Susquehanna immediately above the
mouth of the Juniata has the effect of directing their course up the
Juniata. The dam at North Island retards their farther passage, and

_the consequence is that the people farther up the Juniata are deprived
of the luxury of fresh shad, which soabundantly falls to the lot of their
neighbors a few miles lower down. But we must be content with thesé
little deprivations by the promise of the immeunse advantages which are
to accrue to the country fromn the canal.”

1830, May 8, pago 304, The Sunbury Beacon of Monday the 26th of
April gays: “Not less than from four to five thonsand shad were caught
on Saturday last within a quarter of a mile below the dam. Upwards©
five hundred were taken by one dip-net, and several others averag
two and three hundred each. We understand that several Lhundre
were caught with dip-nets yesterday.”

1831, May 14, page 318. Trom the Wyoming Herald: «wWilkes
Barre, May 6,1831. While the raftsmen complain of the Nanticoke dam
the boys find in it & source of amusement. The bass which ascend ab
this season in great numbers, stopped by the dam, offer fine sport-
Indeed, hooks, half a dozen at a time, without bait, are let down 3B
suddenly drawn up often with two or three bass hooked by the side.”

And on the same page, from the Susquehanna Democrat: “A sbof
time since great quantities of bass were caught in a small eddy form
in the river directly below the abutment of the Nanticoke dam.
fish apparently lay there in schools, and by drawing hooks through the
eddy numbers were caught. On Thursday and Friday last a number o
fine shad were caught in the same way. One man drew out nine in one
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day, and sold them for 50 cents each. This is the first instance within
our knowledge of shad being caught with a hook. We mention the fact
a8 one altogether new, as well as to say to the down-river folks our
market has not been altogether destitute of shad, though many & gen-
tleman’s table has.”

We are informed that to-day the shad manage to get over the Co-
lumbia dam only to be received in nets spread for them at the head of
the sluice-way by a pack of scoundrels, among whom, if we hear cor-
rectly, are parties connected with our State fish comwission. 1f it were
1ot for this we would have shad in small quantities as far up as the
bext dam at all events. The cutting off of this staple of food from tens
of thousands of people in this section of country could not but be a great
loss, and it has been questioned if it was not greater than the benefits
derived from the great internal improvements. Som& slight improve-
lients in the sluice-way of the lower dams and a regular ladder-way in
that of the Nanticoke dam; good protective laws, well enforced (with
& double-barreled shot-gun for Columbia dam); certain days set for
fishing along the 1iver, and one good stocking with young shad would,
We believe, give us shad in fair quantities all the way up the river.

We do not believe the expense would be very grear, whereas the bep-
efits would be incaleulable. There is no doubt that the cxperimeut 18
Well worth trying. Luzerne County will contribute her share towards

he necessary improvements. |

WiLkEs BARRE, May 27, 1881,

L. Statement of Joseph Van Iirk, Northumberland, Pa., May 25, 1881,

My recollection of the shad fisheries dates back to the year 1820; in

f at Year, and the succeeding two or three seasons, 1 ﬁshe'd at Rocka-
eller’s fishery, near Danville. In our party there were six of ns; we
fished with 4 seine 150 yards long, and caught somewhere from 3,000 to
4,000 marketable shad, weighing from 3 to 9 pounds. At that time there
Were eight fisheries between Danville and Line’s Island, located as
fo]lOWS: Rockafeller’s, just below Danville; next Carr’s Island; next
fant’s fishery; next Scott’s, near where my resideiice was; next Line’s
slanq upper fishery; next Smith’s fishery; next Line’s Island middle
and lower fisheries. ’ At all these poiunts large quantities of shad were
Caught, and they were sold from 123 cents to 25 cents apiece. I have
“ard of hauls containing from 3,000 to 5,000, and 300 was a very common
aul. , People came from 12 to 15 miles for shad, and paid cash ex-
Clusively for them. : '
almon, rockfish, pike, eels, suckers, and a general variety of ﬁ§h
Were caught in addition to shad, and we always had a ready market for
Yem for cash. No shad have been taken since the canal was built, ﬂ}ld
Al other figh have sensibly decreased since that time. ,
he cutting off of the shad gupply was a great and serious ]‘"f‘s to th'gs
*mmunity, from both a monetary and cconomic view, since this fish in

8. Mis, 110——40
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its season was a staple article of food, and employed in the taking and
handling quite a large proportion of the inhabitants. This industry was
wholly abolished by the erection of these dams, and thousands of dollars
of capital invested in the business were instantly swept out of existence.
The first fishery Lelow this place was known as Hummel’s fishery, and
its reputation was good. I never fished there myself, but was well ac-
quainted with it by the speech of mny neighbors. In fact all of these
fisheries were profitable investments, and the loss of them to this sec-
tion of the country was incalculable. All of the fisheries mentioned
above, except Hummel’s, were between Northumberland and Danville.
Any mention of those good old times brings up a flood of recollections,
and the difficulty is, not to remember what occurred in those days, but
to sift out what would be useful in this connection,

2. Statement of Henry Roberts, Falls, Pa., March 24, 1881.

I reply to your inquiries regarding shad fisheries in the Susquehannd
between Tunkhaunock and Lackawanna Creeks, that, according to my
recollections, the first was at the head of Scovel’s Island, opposite
Lackawanna Creck ; not many shad were caught here, say from twenty
to sixty per night. The next was at Falling Spring; same seine as thab
used at Scovel’s Island; the number of shad caught here ran from fifty to
tbree hundred per night. The next, above Talling Spring, was at Kee-
ler’s Ferry (now Smith’s). This was a small fishery, and only used when
the water was too high to fish at other points; the seine was hauled
around adeepholeto bringinthe shad. Thenextandonly fishery betweeD
this and Tunkhannock Creek was at the head of Taylor’s Island, or the
«Three Brothers;” this was an important fishery; more shad were
caught here than could be taken care of, on account of the scarcity of salt-
I can speak of this fishery from expericnce since 1812, The catch per
night ran from two to four hundred. The shareholders attended to it a8
closely as to their farming or other business, as it was our dependenco in
part for food. Shad were oftener exchanged for maple sugar than sold
for cash—one good shad for a pound of sugar; large shad were worth 123
cents apiece. A right in a fishery was worth from ten to twenty-five
dollars. Shareholders made a practice of salting down more or less
shad during the season. An incident in connection with shad-tishing
presents itself to my mind, related often by my grandmother.. A party
of Indians returning from a treaty at Philadelphia landed their canoes;
came to herhouse to borrow her big kettle to cook their dinner in. *After
building the fire and hanging over the kettle they put in the shad, jusb
as they were taken from the river, with beans, cabbage, potatoes, a1*:
onions. My grandfather, David Morehouse, one of the early Conpect!”
cut settlers, then owned the same farm I now own and occupy. I ant
pow in my eighty-seventh year.
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3. Statement of H. C. Wilson, Mount Vernon, Ohio, March 19, 1881,

Ofﬁlrll article in the Uuiqn Leader in reference to the old shad fisheries
thin o Sl‘lsquelmnlm Rlver has brought back to my memory many
ﬁShegs Ehat lna]?petle(l. in my boyhood days, among which were the o!d
Bectirmm flud the knitting of the shad seines. The seines were knit in
and ODSI:W the shax;el.nol(ieljs, each one owning so many yards of the net,
yard:ac one. receiving his shax"e of fish according to the number of
o kot ;)Wn.ed. [ lived one year with Mr. I-’ierce Butler, where [ learned
and eol dStgnt?s, and lmvg never forgotten it. Wc used to knit on rainy
Uove:t lays and evenings, and when the sections were all done, Dick
2t ¢ 1,1 Wltl.l the help of John Scott, would knit them together and
at g he seine, put on the corks and leads ; this was considered quite
rick, and but few would undertake the job.

anflrgmember I used to go over on the beach on the line of the Butler
the 1 ?rl'unce farms and help the fishermen pick up the shad, and when
Seeinuaf was good \.vas'alwa-ys given one to take home. _ 1 remember
dividg (;c heshad put in piles on the beach, and after they were all equally
shall ‘;] Some one Woum turn his back and the brailmanwould say, ¢ Who
1o ave this?” un‘tll they all received their share, oue pile left out for
the 1gi)lOr women, The boats with the scine shipped wquld row up to
COVeft, 8, ‘a-ud thf:n hau]ed. out down by the riffles opposite where Dick
usquelubed tolive. I think it was a bad day for the people along the
1anna when the shad were prevented from coming up the river;

th
ha?l 111)811 would be worth more to the people than the old canal. You
etter buy the canal, put a railroad on the towing-path, burst up
and

yoi(:j;ni’ and increase the valuo of all the flats above the dams,
less dau d not have as high water at Wilkes Barre, and there would be
all Othtnilg‘e done to property; then you would have plenty of shad and
to youu lfmds of fish, and then I think you could afford to send some
timor, l‘ffnends out West. I got an old fish-dealer here to send to Bal-
ang ¢ for sgome shad last weck, but they had been too long out of water

too far from home to be good. It used always to be said that there

Wwe .
T¢ no shad like the old Susquehanna shad.
4. Statement of Alvan Dana, Kansas City, March 22, 1881.

shad being taken at or near Sheshe-
ht in seines before any
the north side of
ch, but I have

quinha{)vc ho re‘membrance of any
rid ée ut ag W}lkes Barre I have seen them caug
e I‘iv: as built there. The nets were drawn out on
oftey her' I don’t remember to what extent was t.he cat :
Vicinit, al%d mS"‘ mother say that immense qua-ntltles were taken m‘the
ern » ig EI her father’s, who lived about & mile below the old “Red Tav-
haq got 1?‘“0"01‘; that at one haul 9,999 were caught; that when they
they g'wa they co.uld procure salt to cure, or gell for .t,hree coppers,
e Bh‘ ¢ to the widows and the poor, and hung up their nets,- though
ad were as pleuty as ovor. In 1816 [ went to Owego to live, and
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there became acquainted with a Mr. Duane, who was one of the men
who drew the net. He said the actual number was 9,997, but two more
were added to make the figures all nines.

- When the Nanticoke dam was built the shad could not come above
it, and men were in the habit of fishing there with a three-pronged
hook, sinker, and stout line and pole. This was sunk, and after a few
minutes quickly jerked up. I caught two in that way; others had bet-
ter luck; and it was reported that one man caught seventy in one day,
but I think a large reduction would come nearter the truth.

Probably I. Blackman, of Pittston, could give some information re-
garding shad fishing at Towanda and Sheshequin, Jesse Brown, long
a resident of Sheshequin, and in his youth a resident of Wyalusing, I
think—also Chester Park, of Athens, I presume—could give information
upon the subject. The Park family kept the ferry at Athens at an early
day. Both of the above named, I think, are over eighty years of age.

I have been examining some old Gleaners of 1811 and 1812, but don’t
find any of the spring numbers. Some years ago I gave to my son-in-
law, L. B. Wyant, of Harford, McHenry County, Illinois, a roll of Glean-
ers of 1811 for his museum; which he opens at ¢ Kay’s Park,” on Geneva
Lake, Wisconsin, in summer.

3. Statement of Alvahk Fassett; Scottsville, March 10, 1881.

[n regard to shad fishing, I referred to father, and received the fol-
Jowing answers: 1st. There were two permanent fisheries, one at Ster-
ling’s Island and one below Wyalusing Falls, besides other places whereé
they sometimes fished, viz, Grist’s Bar, Chapin’s Island. WhitcomD
Island was also fishing ground, but not permanent. 2d. Sterling’s
Island was the best ground. 3d. Over 2,000 were caught in one day ab
five hauls. 4th. The market price was 86 per hundred. 5th. The aver:
age weight was 8 pounds, the largest 12 pounds. 6th. They also
caught suckers, yellow bass, and sunsbitches (what we call carp). 7th.
None were caught after the canal and bridges were constructed, to my
knowledge. 8th. The first fishing was done by the Connecticut people-
Tather says that in 1806 his father had a share in the Sterling fishery;
there were eleven shares, valued at $100 each. Says his father was not
much of a fisherman.

5. Statement of C. Dorrance, Hot Springs, Ark., March 24, 1881.

1st. “Fix the number of fisheries and their location as far as is novw
practicable.”

My memory carries me back to the fishery at Monoeacy lsland, ﬂ?e
one below the falls, near the mouth of Mill Creek, one at Plymouth (i
part a night fishery), one at or immediately below Nanticoke Talls. No
dam obstructed the shad at that point then.

The fishery near Mill Creek was regarded as the main or most reliablé
fishery, as it conld be fished at stages of water when some of the others
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f:ould not, and much the largest number of shad were taken there, sweep-
ing as the fishermen did from the foot of the falls, nearly the entire river
to the bar—drawin g out upon the lands of my late father, where it was
my business as a lad every evening, after school, to be with horse and
Wagon to receive our share of shad. No unpleasant duty, for well dol
remember as they came sweeping in to the béach, the net in rainbow
form. The corks indicating the position where ¢ Captain” Benneft
(father of the late John Bennett, esq.), would discharge his men from
the sea or large boat with the outer brail, and passing out and along
the net, on the discovery would shout, ¢ Here’s shad, boys; hold down
the lead line; here’s shad.” True to the word, long before the main
body of the net was drawn up to the shore we youngsters would take
Up the “captain’s” cry, as the large shad darted back and forth between
the incomin g net and the shore. What think you, would not a return of
Such scenes start a shout from older heads?

2d. “As to the moncy values or rental of the fisheries.”

Qf this I have no data from which to form an opinion. As the fish-
eries were established by the first settlers, joining their limited means
With the land owners, forming a company there by common consent to
their children, none wero rented as far asmy knowledgeextends. Own-
€r3 of rights would allow men who had none to fish for them on shares,
thus extending the benefits as far as possible. Good feeling pervaded
the community in those days.

_3d- “Were other fish taken in any considerable quantity ; if so,
klndsfgn .

With the exception of an occasional striped bass, or, a8 they were
d en called, “ Oswego bass,” of large size (supposed to have beeu intro-
vZ]ced to the headwaters of the Susquebanna from that lake), none of

U6 were taken, as the nets were woven for large shad only.
eri canuot better illustrate the value and importance of tl¥e shad fish-
. ies at that early day to the people on the Susquehanna River than to

®Peat an anecdote told me long years after by a genial gentleman of
oW England, who in youth visited my father at his home in Wyoming.
eaning on the front gate, after breakfast, as the'little children were
g‘:s.smg to school, cach with a little basket, the universal answer from
eir cheery, upturned little faces was ¢ Bread and shad,” « Bread and

8hag» (corn bread at that).

Had that fish diet anything to do wi ‘
8Cnerationy If 50, would it not be well to make a strong and united

effort to again introduce so valuable an element of brain material. Iam
fﬁ%“y Pleased that our society is agitating the subject of restoring the
lbu:tl;d to the people on the North Branch, not as a luxury for the few,
m for all, cheap and faithful, and coming at a season of the year wh;:ll
£ 08t desirable as food, for nowhere on this continent were finer sh

ound than those taken from the North Branch of the Susquehanna
ql:;e]r. The long run of the pure, cold, spring-made waters of the Sus-

20nna made them large, hard, and fat, nowhere equaled.

what

th the known enterprise of that
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7. Statement of Hon. P. M. Osterhout, in the Tunkhannock Kepublican,
April 15, 1881,

The first shad fishing in the Susquehauna River was by the early set-
tlers of the Wyoming Valley, who emigrated thither from Connecticut.
The food of the carly emigrants was, in the main, the fish of the streamns
and the game on the mountains. The first seine in the valley was
prought from Connecticut, and upon the first trial, in the spring of the
year, the river was found to be full of shad. These emigrants had
settlements along the Susquehanna from Wyowming to Tioga Point,now
called Athens, and each neighborhood would establish a fishery for
their own accommodation. It was generally done in this way: Say ten
men (and it took about that number to man a seine) would form them-
selves into a company for the purpose of a shad fishery. They raised
the flax, their wives would spin and make the twive, and the men would
knit the seine. The river being on anaverage forty rods wide, the seine
would be from sixty to eighty rods long. The shad congregated mostly
on shoals or the point of some island for spawning, and there the fish-
eries were generally established. Shad fishing was mostly done in tbe
night, commencing soon dfter dark and continuing until daylight in
the morning, when the shad caught would be made into as many piles
as there were rightsin the seinc. One of their number would then turn
his back and another would touch them off, saying, pointing to a pile,
« Who shall have this 3” and ¢ Who shall have that?? and so on until all
"were disposed of, when the happy fishermen would go to their homes well
laden with the spoils of the night. Between the {imes of drawing the
net, which would be generally about an hour, the time was spent in the
recital of fish stories, hair-breadth ¢seapes from the beasts of the forests,
the wily Indian, or the Yankee production, the ghosts aud witches of
New IEngland.

As early as 1800 George Miller and John McCord moved from Coxes-
town—a small town on the Susquehanna about five miles above Harris-
burgh—up the river in a Durhawm boat, and, bringing with them a stock
of goods, located at Tunlkhannock, where they opened a store. They
were both young men and uninarried. In tho spring of the year they
dealt quite largely in shad, the different fisheries of the neighborhood
furnishing them with large quantities for curing and barreling. Shad
were plenty but salt scarce. There was no salt except what was wag:
oned from the citics or from the salt works at Onondaga, N. Y., and it was
not unusual that a bushel of salt would purchase one hundred shad—
in faet, it was difficult to procure salt to cure them. At this time tho
German population in the lower counties of the State had not learned
the art of takiug shad by means of the seine.

There were then no dams or other obstructions to the ascent of tho
fish up the river, and large quantities of the finest shad in the world
annually ascended the Susquehanna, many of them when taken weighing
from six to eight pounds cach. The distance being so long (about 2
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mniles) from tidewater to the Wyoming Valley, the flavor of the shad
was very much improved by contact with fresh water. The Susque-
}umna shad were superior to the Delaware, the Potomac, the Connect-
icut, or the North River shad. The reason generally given was their
b.eing so long in fresh water, which imparted to the fish a freshness and
richness not found in theshad of other rivers. Then, nonebutthe strong,
healthy shad could stem the current and reach the upper waters of
our beautiful river.

) Miller and McCord cured and put np annually shad for the market.
They boated down the river a large guantity for the times, and sold to
t,'l“e people on the lower Susquehanna. They also boated shad up the
liver as far as Newton, now Elmira ; from thence they were carted to
‘the head of Seneca Lake, a distance of twenty miles, and from there
were taken to Geneva and other towns in what was then called the lake
country, and sold.

There was a fishery on the upper poin
Station, on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Thi
early settlers as one of the Three Brothers.
tant fishery at Hunt’s Ferry, about five miles above Tunkhannock. Here
large quantities of shad were caught every spring. This fisbery was
owned by twenly rights, ten fishing at alternaté nights. There was
also another fishery at Black Walnut, below Skinner's Eddy. At all
these fisheries more or less Oswego bass were caught, called down the
Tiver Susquehanna salmon, a most excellent fish, but they are now
f‘f"al‘]y(‘xt-incb. The river ought to be restocked with thatsame species.
_““’y are a fine-flavored fish, solid in meat,and grow to 12 or 15 pounds
N weight. The late George M. Hollenbeck, esq., of Wilkes Barre, told
me that this bass was brought from the Oswego Lake and put into the
Su‘squehauma at Newton, now Elmira. They were called by theoldset-
tlers swager buss. Since the building of the dams across the Sux?*que-
hanna there bave been no shad caught above the Nanticokedam. These
d.“"'s also largely obstruct the passage of bass and other fo.odﬁ.sh up
TIver. The Susquebanna is really one of the finest streams for tish in
the Tnited States—the water pure, the bottom rocky and pebbly, afford-
g abundant means for spawning and rearing the young fish. The
Obstruction to the free passage of fish up the river ought to be re-
Moved,

Maj. John Faswett, of Windbam Township, one of the oldest citizens
of that town, as wes his father before DLim, was written to on the sub-
Ject of the carly shad fisheries from Hunt’s Ferry to Wyalusing. He
Wentions the one at Hunt’s Yerry, also at Black Walnut, and others
at differentpoints ap the river as far as Wyalusing, He says his father
OWned aright in the fishery at Black Walout, which be valued at $100;
here were large numbers of shad canght, which were valued at 6 cents
®ach, and would weigh frowm 6 to 12 pounds each. The largest one h.e
84w weighed was 12 pounds; the writer hereof thought he had got 1t

t of the island opposite MeKune’s
s island was known by the
There was also an impor-
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pretty steepas to weight, but he was beaten by Jennison Harvey, esq.,
an old resident of Plymouth, Luzerne County, now of Wilkes Barre,
who says that he saw a shad weighed—on a bet—that was caught in
the river in the valley, and that it weighed 13 pounds. Some folks will
think it.a fish story. Harvey has decidedly the advantage of Major
Fassett, as he had the last say.

8. Statement of Gilbert Fowler.

BErWICK, PA., February 23, 1881.

I wasb_rn February 23, 1792, in Briar Creek Township, Northnmber-
land County, now Columbia. I write or dictate this letter on my eighty-
ninth birthday. Ibhave lived nearthe Susquehanna River ever since 1
wasborn. My knowledgeandrecollections about the shad fisheriesextend
from Wilkes I3arre to old Northumberland. The first shad fishery near
my home was Jacob’s Plains. This was located just above the town of
Berwick, and one of the most productive fisheries on the river., Here I
have assisted in catching thousands upon thousands of the very finest
shad, weighing 8 and 9 pounds, "The next nearest was Tuckahoe
fisbery, situated about one and a half miles above Berwick, on the same
side of the river. At this place many thousands werecaught night and
day in early spring. The next was down the river about six miles from
Berwick. This was the fishery of Benjamin Boon. At this fishery I
have known so many caught that they were actually hauled out by the
wagon load on Benny Boon’s farm for manure, so plenty were they. The
next fishery was that of Samuel Webb, located about four miles thi8
side of Bloowsburg. This was ai immense shad fishery. From the
banks of the river at this fishery could be seen great schools of shad
coming up the river wben they were a quarter of a mile distant. They
camne in such immense numbers and so compact as to cause or produce
a wave or rising of the water in the middle of the river, extending from
shore to shore. These schools, containing millions, commenced coming
ap the river about the 1st of April and continued during the months of
April and May. There was something very peculiar and singular in
their coming. The first run or the first great schools that made their
appearance in the early spring were the male shad—no female ever ac
companied them. In about eight or nine days after the male had as-
cended the river then followed the femalein schools, heavily laden with
eggs or roe. Those were much the largest and finest fish, and com-
manded the highest price. Those shad that were successful in eluding
the seine and reached the hatching ground at the headwaters of the
Susquehanng, after depositing their eggs, returned again in June and
July, almost in a dying condition, so very poor were they. Many died
and were found along the river shore. The young shad would remain
at their batchingplaces till late in the fall, when they would follow the
old shad to the 8alt water. During the summer they would grow from
three to four inches in length. The Susquehanna shad constituted the
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Principal food for all the inhabitants. No farmer or man with a family
Was without his barrel or barrels of shad the wbole yearronnd. Besides
furnishing food for the immediate inhabitants, people from Mahantango,
l?llle Mountains, and, in fact, for fifty miles around, would bring salt in
tight barrels and trade it for shad. They would clean and salt the shad
on the river shore,put them in barrels, and return home. The common
Price of shad was three and four cents each. Besides shad there were
any other kinds of food-fish. The most noted among them was the old
Susquehanna salmon, weighing as high as fifteen pounds. These sal-
on were considered even superior to the shad and commanded a higher
Price. They were caught in seipes, on hooks and lines, and were the
Sport to the giggerat night. Nescopeck Falls, directly opposite Berwick,
Dear where the Nescopeck Creek empties into the river, was anoted place
for sgalmon tishing with hook and line. Menstanding on the shore with
long poles and lines would often, in drawing outthe fish, lodge them in
the branches of the trees, giving them the appearance of salmon-pro-
ducing trees. The shad fisheries which I have alluded to were not com-
mon property. The owner of the soil was the owner of the fishery, and
10 one was allowed to fish without a permit. The owners of the fishery
also had the seines, and when not using them they would hire them out
to others and take their pay in shad. 7The seiner’s share was alx‘vays
One-half the catch. Shad were caught both night and day in seines.
At the Webb fishery 1 have known eleven and twelve thousand shad
taken at one haul. These fisheries were always considered and used as
@ source of great pleasure, value, and profit, and everybody depended
on them for their annual fish and table supply. It was considered the
Cheapest and best food by all. Immediately after the erection of the
Tiver dams the shad became scarce, the seines rotted, the people mur-
Mured, their avocation was gone,and many old fishermen cursed Nathan
Beach for holding the plow, and the driver of the six yokes of oxen, that
broke the ground at Berwick for the Pennsylvania Canal. The people
Suffered more damage in their common food supply than the State prof-
Yedby her «internal improvement,” as it was called. Althougheighty-
Line years old to-day, I still bope to live long enough to see flll the ob-
8tructions removed from one end of the noble Susquebanna River to the
Pther, and that the old stream may yet furnish cheap food to two mill-
lons of people along its banks, and that I may stand again on the shore
&t the old Webb fishery and witness another haul of ten thousand shad.

9. Statement of Nelson B. Hollenback, Wyalusing, March 14, 1881.

Commencing at Standing Stone, about 10 miles from Wyalusing Vil-
]age, and reaching down the road from that point to the Wyoming

Ounty line, there were five  old shad fisheries,” viz: :

(1) The Standing Stone fisheries. William Hank, Benjamin Brown,

Ornelius Ennis, and Benjamin Bennet owned this. It was 2 valuable
Property, worth at that time from three to four hundred dollars a year.
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There were from three to four thousand shad caught there annually.
They caught no rock or striped bass, sturgeon, or herring there or at
other fisheries in this vicinity.

(2) The Terrytown fishery. This was owned by Jonathan Terry,
William Dodge, Edmund Dodge, Samuel Wellg, and John Taylor, and
was of about the same value as that at'Standing Stone.

(3) The Wyalusing fishery, owned by John Hollenback, Benjamin
Stalford, Joseph Stalford, and John Stalford. This fishery was worth
about 8250 a year, with a “catch” of from two to three thousand shad.

(4) The next was the ¢‘land” fishery at the head of Ingham’s Island.
Joseph Ingham owned this, and it was worth about $200 a year.

(5) Next was the Brown Town fishery, owned by Humphrey Brown,
Allen Brown, and Samuel Brown, and was worth about 150 per annum.

(6) The next and last was called the *“Bend fishery,” and was located
near the line between Bradford and Wyoming Counties. James Quick
and James Anderson owned this, and it was worth about $150 a year.

The stoppage to the emigration of shad to this vicinity was a great
loss to the people. Tor mearly two months every year the people for
from 15 to 20 miles from the river, were bountifully supplied.

10. Statement of Qeorge F. Horton, Wyalusing, March 3, 1881.

I spent many a pleasant day in my boyhood with the men who ran
the shad fishery in the Susquehanna, near where I now live, This fish-
ery was about two miles above the mouth of the Wyalusing Creek, at
the place we now call Terrytown; formerly all was Wyalusing along
here. There were other fisheries above and below us, but this the only
one I have any personal knowledge of. The proprietors were Jonathan
Terry, esq., Maj. John Horton, sr., Maj. John .Taylor, Edmund Dodge,
Maj. Justus Gaylord, Gilbert Merritt, William Crawford, and William
Wigton. Year after year,for a long time, these men operated this fish-
ery, generally taking the month of May and a part of June of each year,
always regaling themselves with a little good old rye, and having a fine
sociable every night when counting off and distribnting the shad caught
during the day. Occasionally they sent substitutes, but tbe fishery
never changed proprietors. Some scasons they caught largely; others
not so many. I well recollect one draught or haul when they canght
500, but ordinarily 20 to 50 at one drawing of the seine was considered
good. The average per day, according to the best of my recollection,
would be about 150,

People came from the eastern part of the county, then just settling,
up to Wyalusing, as far or nearly as far as from Montrose, to buy shad-
The trade was quite large. Some of the time maple sugar was quite 2
commodity, brought down to exchange for shad.

Very few of any other kind of fish except shad were ever caught.
Occasionally a striped bass, large pickerel, carp, sunfish, mullet, suckers
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or & bull-head was taken; no small fish, as the meshes of the seine were
large enough to let them through. ‘

The shad were worth from 10 to 25 cents cach, according to size. I
have seen them canght here weighing nine pounds; ordinarily their
weight was from four to seven pounds. If we could have that old shad
trade here again it wonld make.us all, if not rich, merry again. But
very few are now left among us who saw those glorious old fishing days.
The fishing for black bass of these days does not begin to compare with
those old fisbing days.

I can recollect of but one fishery between Wyalusing and Towanda,
and ounly two between Wyalusing and Tunkhannock.

11. Statement of S. Jenkins, Wyoming.

The present inhabitants of Wyoming have but a faint idea of the
Value of fish to the early settlers. They performed as important a part
2% Wyoming as they have in the history of all new settlements. A care-
ful study of the advance of immigration and the settlement of new re-
gions ghows that those settlements have been guided and controlled by
the streams and waters in which fish abounded, and henee were made
along their shores. Fish farnished the people a pleatiful and healthful
Supply of food, easily attainable, until the forests could be hewn down,
clearings made, crops raised, and cattle could increase and multiply.

It is unquestionable that the early progress made in settling up of
our country was due in a large measure to the presence of fish, which
ful‘nished food in absolute abundance in the midst of desert lands; and
It would be as idlo to attempt to disparage the value in the economy of
those times as it would be to prove the value now beyond the mere
Wention of the fact.

The fish that attracted the most attention and were the most highly
Considered in the early times were shad. The knowledge of these eficel-
Ie.nt fish in the Susquchanna, at Wyoming, has become almost entu'.ely
hlstOﬁCill, if not entirely so. But few persons now resident at Wyoming

Ve a personal knowledge of the shad fisheries there aud their value

to the People in the early days, and hence some of the stories told of

€ immense hauls of them made in **ye olden time” seemto the present
8eneration more.fabulous than real.

That we may the better understand the subject I will give extracts
from ¢ writings of strangers, and then conclude with an account or
W0 of our own people and what I myself have scen. )

In 1779, when General Sullivan passed throngh Wyoming on his
Western expedition against the Indiaus, a portion of his advance weré
locateq at Wyoming from May to the last of July. Muny of his offi-
cerg kept diaries, in which they noted their movements trom day to day
404 toyched slightly upon such objects of interest as attracted their at-

Sbtion. [ will give a fow extracts from these diaries relating to fish at

Yoming,
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Dr. Crawford in his diary, under date of June 14, 1779, says:

“The river at Wyoming abounds with various kinds of fish. In the
spring it is full of the finest shad. Trout and pickerel are also plenty
here.”

George Grant, under date of June 23, says: .

“The Susquehanna Piver affords abundance of fish of various kinds
and excellent.”

Dr. George Elmer, under date of 23d June, says:

“Spent chief part of the day in fishing. Salmon, trout, suckers, bass,
and common trout are plenty in the river, of which we catched a number
with a seine.”

Daniel Gookin, under date of 28th June, says:

“The river Susquehanna, on which this lies, abounds with fish. Shad
in great plenty in the spring, as they go up to spawn. The shores are
covered with these fish which have died up the river, through their too
long stay in fresh water.”

There were some twenty-five or thirty what we called shad fisheries
within the bounds of old Wyoming. Every available point for casting
out and hauling in a seine on the beach, whether on an island or on the
mainland, was used as a fishery, and had its owners and its seine. The
average number of shad taken at each of these fisheries in a season was
from 10,000 to 20,000, beside other fish which were caught before and
after the shad made their wmigration.

It is given on good authority that 10,000 were caught at onc haul ab
the Stewart fishery, about midway between Wilkes Barre and Plymouth,
about 1790, This was called the widows’ haul.

The settlements, after the massacre of July 30, 1778, had so many
widows and fatherless children among thewm that they made special pro-
visions of bounty for them on many occasions, which were wrought out
in such a way as neither to give offense nor to convey a sense of undue
obligation.

Amon g the arrangements of this echaracter was that of giving one of
the hauls at each fishery every year, to the widows and fatherless of
the neighborhood, and hence called the widows’ haul. By eommon con-
sent it was agreed that the widows should have a haul made of the first
Sunday after the season of shad-fishing commenced, and they were 10
have all caught, whether more or less.

This big haul was made on Sunday.

At the rate I have given, which is made up more from general infor-
mation upon the subject than from statistics, the number of fish caught
apnually was about a half a million, which at 30 cents each would make
$1560,000.

Were the Susquehanna as well stocked with shad to-day as it was &
hundred years ago our keen and hungry fishermen would casily double
the catclh, and still, like Oliver Twist, “ery for more.”

I recollect seeing, in the spring of 1826, a haul made in a cove at the
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lower end of Wintermoot Island, west side, numbering 2,800 shad. When
throxyn out they whitened a large space upon the shore.

Being the first haul of the season, the fish were largely distributed
among the people, and even after that my grandfather had a half barrel
for his right as owner of the seine and fishery.

{ibout 1831 or ’32, in the fall, an unusual catch of eels was made in a
Weir on the east side of Wintermoot Island. Dﬁ‘ring one day and night
2,700 of them were caught, while many escaped from want of means to
handle them and take them away as fast as they came in. Another day
&I.ld night 900 of them were caught, when the basket floated off’ with the
high water.

I herewith give you copies of two papers in my possession bearing
Upon the shad-fishery question. 1t will be seen by one of them that the
Dl‘}ee of shad in the early times was 4d. or 4§ cents each; quite a different
pbrice from what they sell at in our day. Tear the dam from the Sus-
‘lu‘?ha.npa and we shall have plenty of shad, if not at 4d. each :
all Be it known that I, Peter Shafer, have sold all my right in and unto
iy lfly right in the Duteh fishery, so called, below the Nanticoke Falls,
to Cdl!ed; for and in consideration thereof I, Jacob Cooley, do promise

deliver Seventy shad, unto William Miller, on account of me, the said

eter, on or before the 20th May instant; or otherwise settle with said

thl(:ler.for what .I am indebted for my part of said Seine, and likewise

Dt ;md Co?ley is to deliver Six gallons of Whiskey unto the said Peter,
een this date and Weat harvest.

I3 .
‘ Witness our hands this 14th day of May, 1800.
« PETER SHATER.

« JACOB COOLEY.”

J “ James Fox liolds an order for 725 shad drawn by George I'razer on
8lnes Stewart, date April 27.

bV(IudOI‘S_Cd on the back in these words:) Credit
W e,  David Morgan.

; s(tI;tdor sed:) Copy of Frazey’s order.
X @ with 4s. 8d., paid in Rye. Paid.

£6 0. 40725 shad, less received, 350, leaves 375 shad, at 4d.=125s.=

Bs., or $16.67. Add interest on same $9.50=826.17. (£=$2.67.)

for 350 shad received

Henry Thomas charges the

12. Statement of Elisha Blackman, Pittston, March 22, 1881.

thilniee that G. Fowler, of Berwick, tells & big ﬁsh.story.. I incline to
fathe, h.owe"el';’tha-t it is true. Irecollect when I lived with my grand-
CeutuI‘, ym what is now South Wilkes Ba.rre, perhaps 1798 or 17.99 of last
Were rb.’ the great haul of shad at Nanticoke was made. I beliove there-
in it Line or ten thousand taken. A number of seines were cugaged
Ort’land lawP uits were the consequence. Salt was scarce and dear.
lOadl ‘ampton ‘men came with pack-horses loaded with salt, and returned
ed with shad. I bought and kept the public heuse that had been
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kept by John Courtright on the Plains, Wilkes Barre Township, in
the spring of 1815. There were then two fisheries between us and the
Pittston Ferry—one at Monocacy Island landing, on the shore of Mr.
Samuel Cary’s land, the other starting at or near the Wintermoot Isl-
and and landing above the ferry at Blanchard’s. That season I got my
supply at the upper fishery ; the first day’s attendance was a « blank v
day—few or no fish. The large schools of Mr. FFowler's times were
dwindled greatly, undoubtedly because of the numerous fisheries that
existed below, and the destruction of the young shad by the many eel-
weirs iv their descent to the ocean in the fall. My time was too valu-
able to attend on blank days. I left money with Mr. Joseph Arm-
strong, and be sent me my supply when successful. The next season
(1816) the difficulty that had existed between the fishermen at Monoc-
acy (twelve in number) and Mr. Cary, the owner of the land, was set-
tled by giving him the thirteenth share, and ever after I got my supply
from the fishery until the canal dams cut off our supply totally. It was
a serious damage and inconvenience to us, as markets for fish and meat
did not exist then as now. The Susquehanna shad had a far more de-
licious flavor than any we get now.

General Isaac Bowman, Samuel Moffit, and some of our Plains neigh-
bors, having secured a landing ou the Nommock, at the foot of Monocacy
Island, fitted up a fine seine and necessary boats (canoes) and caught
balf a dozen shad, having fished twice as many days. I shared two,hav-
ing found the whisky (before my temperance days); others outbid me,
deteérmined to taste the good of their labor. I am in my ninetieth year

13. Statement of Isaac Thompson, Lee, Lee County, Ill., April 12, 1881

I was born at Pittston in 1796. My father’s farm lay along the side
of the Susquehanna River. Ilived on the farm fifty-one years. In re-
gard to the shad fishing, as I grew up to manhood I fished many days
in the shad-fishing season of the different years. The first run was the
male shad—not vear as good as the female. After catching the first
run then if we could have a rise of water then came the female—a far
better quality. The female put for the headwaters of the river, and
there would spawn; then the old fish would come back down the river,
and the wind would often drive them on the shore, and they would lay
there rotting till they stunk, People used to come down from toward
Easton, Northampton County, and bring whisky and salt, and trade for
fish ; also from the upper part of old Luzerne County, bringing maplé
sugar to trade for shad. One man by the name of Taylor bought fif-
teen and put them in a sack after they were cleaned, shouldered them
and walked off with them. I have known upwards of a thousand caught
in one day on the point of the island. As to the localities of the fish-
eries, there was one at Falling Spring, about four miles from where 1
lived, another on the point of Wintermoot Island, and the next on the
side of theisland between two and three miles from where I lived. They
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drew out on the beach of Samuel Cary’s farm; another just below that,

I think, drew out on the farm of Crandall Wilcox; another just below

t]{e falls. Please excuse me now, as I have done as well a8 my memory

‘t:’llllll t'fxllow me to. We have done no fishing since Nanticoke dam was
11T,

14. Statement of Steuben Butler, a son of Col. Zebulon Butler, who led the
patriots at the battle and massacre of Wyoming, 1778.

. 1 was born 1789; remember the old shad fisheries in the river here
Iel‘y well ; was not a fisherman myself; after the runof shad had started

used to get in a boat and row up to the fishery and purchase my sup-
Ply of ghad and bring them down and salt them away. The price varied
according to the abundance of the shad, some seasons being less expen-
8ive than others. As I recollect it, the Pettibones used to have charge
of the fishery above Wilkes Barré.

15. Statement of Dr. Charles F. Ingham.

thI remember the old shad fisheries in the North Branch, particularly
Ue. Butler fishery, which was on the bar opposite and a little above
aun(;on street, Wilkes Barre. Nanticoke dam was commeneed in 1828
the finished in 1830, and I recollect that that ended our fishing. Al
t-hi:fl-l 1 saw shad caught below the dam by hooks attached to poles—
hea it was the year the Shamokin dam went out—yet I have never
) rd tell of or secen shad being caught sinco that time above the dam.
@ shad, as I remember them, were vory fine and particularly large. 1
ag:"l seen th‘? beach, after the drawing of the seine, for a hun@red fget
a bo llt.ely alive with flapping shad, each ene reflecting the sunlight like
urnished mirror. I recollect having the salted and smoked shad
Uring the fall and winter, and fine delicacies they were.
br*:fter our shad fishing was cut off a great number of salt shad were
on ught from Philadelphia and other points, nmecting \v:lth ready sale,
tima"%unc of general knowledge of their delicacy. 1 believe that at one
macekthe people knew more of salt shad than they now know of salt
I ber-el’ and more of smoked shad than 10w o
am elieve that a proper shad-way could now be
illter?t an expense not to exceed $10,000, and prob
ering with navigation.

f smoked salmon.
put in the Nanticoke
ably for less, without

16. Statement of Mr. Isaac S. Osterhout.

In 1820 or 1821 we caught sbad in very large quantities at Black
alnut Bottom. I remember well I went with a gentleman to Salina,
80‘11]-{.’ after salt, ag we had run out of that article very early in the sea-
eas li he had a load of whetstones and I a load of shad. I could have
Y gotten rid of my shad on the first day had itnot been that he and
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I had agreed that the whetstones should sell the shad, and vice versu.
So it was several days before we got our loads of salt, as the whet-
stones went terribly slow.

In 1822 and 1823 I was at Hunt’s Ferry, where the shad were plenty.
I came to Wilkes Barre in 1830, the early part of the year—the same year
the Nanticoke dam was finished; do not recollect of any shad being
caught after that. I recollect of a Mr. Water Greens, who came from
New England and settled at Black Walnut Bottom, giving twenty bar-
rels of shad for a good Durham cow.

17. Statement of Miss Mary Coates.

I was born in 1803; came to Wyoming Valley tolive in the year 1823.
I remember very well the catching of shad in large numbers by the in-
habitants and the cleaning of them along-the river shore. I remember,
too, that the country people came in crowds durieg the season from
miles away and returned home laden with fish. I remember the anger
of Gildersleeve’s negress one day, when it was said that Gildersleeve had
made ber wade out into the river after shad heads. The circumstance
was as follows: While cleaning the shad she had cut off the heads and
placed them on a board, saving this most delicate part of the fish for
herself, and while she was busy the board, covered with shad heads,
was either pushed by some one or drifted out into the river, when she
waded out to get it. Do not know anything of the numbers caught-
The people had shad from spring to spring. I do not remember of any
shad being caught after the Nanticoke dam was put in.

18. Statement of Cupt. James. P. Dennis.

I remember the old shad fisheries in the river. There was one just
below the bridge at Wilkes Barre, drawn out on the opposite shore;
this was called the Bowman fishery. I recollect once holding thie shore
brail of the seine at this point, when William Alexander held the river
brail. There was a fishery on Fisl’s Island, about three-quarters of 3
mile below the bridge.

19. Statement of Jameson Harvey.

I was born in 1796. I remember the old shad fishing in the North
Branch of the Susquehanna River very well. James Stewart had #
fishery opposite my place. The big hanl was made at Fish Island fish-
ery. I recollect it very well; they didn’t know how many they caught:
After all were disposed of that could be the rest were thrown on the
fields, and pretty near stunk us to death; they were landed on the
point of the island. There were two seines on TFish Island, one owned
by Nanticoke parties the other by Buttonwood parties, who took tur?
about fishing. The Mud Fishery was at Steele’s Ferry; they drew out
on Shawnee side. The Dutch fishery was below the dam on Croup’®
place. Below Hunlock’s Oreek was another, that was called a Mud
fishery. There was a fishery at Shickshinny. When the big haul w88
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wade the shad sold for a cent a piece; they sold as many as they could;
there wasn’t salt enough. In those days they didw’t salt down so much
pork; they depended upon the shad they eaught; they gave the poor w
chance after they got all they wanted. People on the West Branch
used to own an interest in the Hunlock fishery, and a Mr. McPherson
used to come in a boat to get their fish and take them back. They used
to come from Easton bringing salt, with which they used to buy fish;
you could get one hundred shad for a bushel of salt. Nanticoke daw
was commenced in-1828 and finished in 1830. I only recollect of one
- shad being caught above the dam since it was put in, and that was on
the flats after a big freshet. The people used to go off the bars with
a8 many shad as they could carry; they came in from ‘all around in
crowds; they used to camp, and salt their fish down on the banks of the
river. Mr. McPherson used to take his boats back to the West Branch
loaded. He traded off cider, oil, and whisky. At the time the dam
was put in shad were selling for 10 cents and 12 cents each. Widow
Stewart used often to take in $30 or $40 of a night for her share of the
haul,

Hunlock’s, Dutch, and Mud fisheries were night fisheries. Stewart.,’s
aud Fish Island were day and night fisheries. Farmers haaling grain
to Easton often hauled back hundreds of bushels of salt. DBoats com-
g up the river used to bring leather, cider, oil, salf, and iron; going
back they would take shad.

McPherson and [unlock owned the Hunlock fishery and bad a large
fish-house. Hunlock got as his share from five to six bundred dollars
pf”‘ year, besides all the sbad he could use. We used to have shad un-
4l shad came again. '

The owners of fish-houses used to have arrangements so that when
they ran out of salt they could dry and smoke the shad, as they now do
herring and salmon. Some of the shad used to weigh 8 or 9. pounds. I
88w one weighed, on a wager, turning the seales at 13 pounds; about
8eventy or eighty would fill a barrel. The shad improved very much
coming up the river, those caught in this valley being very much larger
and finer than those caught at Columbia. I remember when Shamokin

am went out the shad came up to our dam and were caught.

20. Extract from Miner’s History, p. 209.

dpril 21, 1778.—At & town meeting prices were set on articles of sale, &ec.:

\‘Ninter fed beef, por Ib. ... .. ciamtcoennm s st e e 7d
e T T PP PP PP PP PRSP PP 6d
'loba.c(:o, 101 B U B T AT ER TR : gg

BB, POL QOZ « - oo oo e oo e e tveeeeemmmsmemne s smesameeemeaacs s
21. Baxtract from the Susquehanna Democrat.

1818, April 17.—« Newark, N. J., April 7th, shad fishing. On Wed-

Desday 3 shad were caught in the river Passaick. A pair of them

Weighed eleven pounds, and were sold to one of our public ionholders

8. Mis, 110—-41
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at a shilling a pound. A solitary one was caught about 2 weeks before
and sold to the same innkeeper.”

1819, May 14— Shad are this season taken in unusual numbers;
they huve been sold in Philadelphia as low as $4.50 per hundred and ab
the Potomac fisheries as low as $3.

1820, April 21.—« At Alexandria shad is seclling for $2.50 2 hundred
and Philadelphia they are seclling for $3. In Wilkes Barré, notwith-
standing the scarcity of money, they are held at $18.75.”

1822, April 26.—% We congratulate our friends on the prospect of soon
obtaining a supply of fresh shad; about sixty were caught here on
Wednesday (24th), and yesterday (25th) upwards of three hundred.
‘We learn that at Berwick they are caught in abundance.”

The above was all that could be found in a file of fourteen years,
1810-1824, bearing upon shad. In the Federalist, printed at the same
time, nothing was found.

22.—Deed by Silas Smith of half his shad fishery.

Know all men by these presents that I, Silas Smith, of the township
of Newport, county of Luzerne, and State of Pennsylvania, have sold
unto Caleb Wright of the district of Huntington, in the county and
State aforesaid, one equal half share of a fishery on the lower end of my
farm, for the consideration of twenty pounds ($53.33) lawful money of
Penusylvania to we in hand paid, the receipt of which I hereby own
and acknowledge. I hereby bind myself, my heirs, executors, adminis-
trators, or assigns, and every of them, by these presents, to warrant and
torever defend unto him, the said Caleb Wright, his heirs, executors,
administrators, or assigns, the one-half of said fishery to the only proper
use and benefit of him, the said Caleb Wright, his heirs, executors, ad-
ministrators, or assigns.

In witness wherecof I have hereunto put my hand and seal, this four-
teenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and four—1804.

23.—Extract from Miner’s History of Wg)oming, p. 141.

“The month of February, 1773, had so nearly exhausted the provis-
jons of the Wilkes Barre settlement that five persons were selected t0
go to the Delaware, near Stroudsburg, for supplies. * * * The dis-
tance was fifty miles, through the wilderness, &c. * ® * The mel

~took each an hundred pounds of fiour, and welcome was their return to
their half‘famished friends at Wilkes Barre. Never was an opening
spring or the coming of the shad looked for with more anxiety or hailed
with more cordial delight. The fishing season of course dissipated all
fears, and the dim eye was soon exchanged for the glance of joy at
the sparkle of pleasure, and the dry, sunken cheek of want assumed the
plump appearance of health and plenty.”



