IV.—THE BRITISH SEA FISHERIES ACT, 1883.
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AN ACT to carry into effect an International Convention concerning the fisheries iR
the North Sea, and to amend the laws relating to British sea fisheries. [August 2

1883.]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with
the advice and consent of the lord’s spiritual and temporal, and co™
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the

same, as follows:
Preliminary.

1. This act may be cited as the Sea Fisheries Act, 1883.
Confirmation of convention.

9. The convention set out in the first schedule to this act (veferred tO
in this act as the convention) is hereby confirmed, and the articles there®
shall be of the same force as if they were enacted in the body of tns

act. .
Fighery regulations.

3..It shall be lawful for Her Majesty from time to time, by order in
council, to make, alter, and revoke regulations for carrying into ex*
ecution this act, and the intent and object thereof, and for the mainte
nance of good order among sea-fishing boats, and the persons belonging
thereto, and to impose fines not exceeding £10 for the breach of su
regulations.

4. If within the exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands any
person, or if outside those limits any person belonging to a British seas
fishing boat, (a) acts in contravention of articles 13 to 22 (both inclo-
sive) of the first schedule to this act, or any of them ; or (b) causes 10
jury to any person in any ond or more of the following ways, namely’
by assaulting any one belonging to another sea-fishing boat, OF
causing damage to another sea-fishing boat, or to any property on poard
thereof, or belonging thereto; or (¢) fishes for oysters or has on boal
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kig boat any oyster dredge within any seas and during any time within
aud during which oyster fishing is prohibited by law, or by any conven-
tion, treaty, or arrangement to which this act may be hereafter applied,
Such person shall be liable, on summary conviction, to afine not exceed-
lng £50, or, in the dis¢retion of the court, to imprisonment for a term
n°§ exceeding three months, with or without hard labor.
© 3. If within the exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands, any
pe“fon, or if outside those limits any person belonging to a British sea-
ﬁshmg boat, (a) uses any instrument for the purpose of damaging or de-
stl‘(’S’ing, by cutting or otherwise, any fishing implements belonging to
Nother gea-fishing boat, except in the cases provided for by articles 20
and 21 of the first schedule to this-act; or (b) takes on board or has on
%ard such boat any instrument serving only or intended to damage or
'e8troy fishing implements, by cutting or otherwise, such person shall be
able on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £50 or in the
Iscretion of the court to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
Monthg, with or without hard labor, and the instrument shall be liable
be forfeited.
thG' The regulations respecting lights for the time being in force under
89@ act§ relating to merchant shipping sliall, so far as they relate to
Qa"ﬁshmg boats, be deemed to be provisions of this act and may be en-
2 drc?(.l accordingly, and a sea-fishery officer shall for that purpose, in
dition to his powers under this act, have the same powers as are given
any officer by the said acts relating to merchant shipping. '

-Exclusive fishery limits.

7. (1) A foreign sea-fishing boat shall not enter within the exclusive
Ushery 1imits of the British Islands, except for purposes recognized by
Uternational law, or by any convention, treaty, or arrangement for the
ame being in force between Her Majesty and any foreign state, or for
0y lawful purpose.
thgzig I.f a foreign sea-fishing boat enters the exclusive fishery limits of
808 ritish Islands, (@) the boat shall return outside of the said limits
I)ers(’on as the purpose for which it entered has been answered; () no
Tem 0n on 'boz‘u:d the boat shall fish or attempt to fish while the boat
N alqs within the said limits; (¢) such regulations as Her Majesty may
W time to time prescribe by order in council shall be duly observed.
an(s‘?)fln .the event of any contravention of this section on the part of
gt oreign sea-fishing boat, or of any persen belonging thereto, the
o er or person for the time being in charge of such boat shall be lia-
ﬁrst,on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding, in the case of the
£20 Oﬁ‘ense, £10, and in the case of a second or any subsequent offense,

Registry of British sea-fishing boats.

rel& (1) Section 22, 23, 24, and 26 of the sea fisheries act, 1868 (which
ate to the registry of British sea-fishing boats), shall have effect as
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if articles 5 to 12 (both inclusive) of the first schedule to this act were
therein referred to in addition to the articles of the first schedule to that
act in the said sections mentioned, and as if offenses under this act svere .
offenses in the said sections mentioned; provided that nothing in th®
said sections shall be deemed to authorize any foreign sea-fishery officer
to do anything which he is not, under the first schedule to this acty
authorized to do.

(2) Section 176 of the customs consolidation act, 1876, shall not apply
to any British sea-fishing boat entered or registered in pursuance of the
said sections of the sea fisheries act, 1868,

Miscellaneous.

9. (1) There shall not be manufactured or sold or exposed for gale ab
any place within the British Islands, any instrument serving only or
intended to damage or destroy flshing implements, by cutting or other
wise.

(2) In the event of any contravention of this section 2 person guilty
thereof shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceedin8
£50, or, in the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three months, with or without hard labor, and the instrumen?
shall be liable to be forfeited.

10. The boats and things specified in article 256 of the first schedul®
to this act shall be deemed to be “wreck” within the meaning of 30V
acts relating to merchant shipping, so however that the provisions ©

_the said article shall be duly observed.

Enforcement of act.

11. (1) The provisions of this act and of any order in council under
this act or under the sections of the sea fisheries act, 1868, amended by
this act, shall be enforced by sea-fishery officers, either British or foreig™

(2) The following persons shall be British sea-fishery officers; that
is to say, every officer of or appointed by the Board of Trade, every com
missioned officer of any of Her Majesty’s ships on full pay, every office”
authorized in that behalf by the admiralty, every British consular officers
every collector and principal officer of customs in any place in tho
British Islands, and every officer of customs in the British Islands aw
thorized in that behalf by the commissioners of customs, every division®
officer of the coast guard, and every principal officer of a coast-gu#
station. ,

(8) The following persons shall be foreign sea-fishery officers; that 8
to say, the commander of any vessel belonging to the Governmen?t f
any foreign state bound by the convention, and any officer &ppoi“f‘e
by a foreign state for the purpose of enforcing the convention, or otber
wise recognized by Her Majesty as a sea-fishery officer of a foreig?
state,

12. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this act and of any
order in council under this act or under the sea fisheries act, 1868,
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%mended by this act, & British sea fishery officer may with respect to
80y sea-fishing boat within the exclusive limits of the British Islands
and with respect to any British sea-fishing boat outside of those limits,
©Xercige the following powers:

(1) He may go on board it.

(@) Be may require the owner, master, and crew, or any of them, _to .
Produce any certificates of registry, licenses, official logbooks, official
Paperss articles of agreement, muster rolls, and other docuiments rela-

g to the boat or to the crew, or to any member thereof, or to any per-
%On on board the boat, which are in their respective possession or control
o1 board the boat, and may take copies thereof or of any part thereof.

(3) He may muster the crew of the boat. '

(4) He may require the master to appear and give any explanation
e(nl(‘f‘iil‘ning his boat and ber crew, and any person on board his boat,
04 the gaid certificates of registry, licenses, official logbooks, official

pers, articles of agreement, muster rolls, and other documents, or
80y of them,

(5) He may examine all sails, lights, small boats, anchors, grapnels,
%04 fighing jmplements belonging to the boat.

He may seize any instrument serving-only or intended to damage
* destroy figshing implements, by cutting or otherwise, which is-found

f:; oard the boat or in the possession of any person belonging to the
at,

() He may make any examination or inquiry which he deems neces-
to ascertain whether any contravention of the provisions of this
» Or-of any such order of council as aforesaid has been committed, or
the amount of compensation due for any damage done to another
?ea”ﬁshing boat, or to any person or property on board thereof or belong-
g thereto, and may administer an oath for such purpose.
In the case of any person who appears to him to have committed
Y such contravention he may, without summons, warrant, or other
i_J;o(:ess, both take the offender and the boat to which he belox.lgs afld
o ® Crew thereof to the nearest or most convenient port, and bmqg him
¥ them before a competent court, and detain him, it, and them in the
Port untj) the alleged contravention has been adjudicated upon.
3. For the purpose of carrying into effect the convention, and of ex-
. 8ing and performing the powers and duties thereby vested in and
"Posed on cruisers and commanders of cruisers, a foreign sea-fishery
®er may, with respect to any Britisli sea-fishing boat, and any sea-
ery officer, whether British or foreign, may, with respect to any for-
o 8ea-fishing boat to which this act for the time being applies, exer-
S any of the powers conferred by this act on British se.afﬁshery offi-
T8 Provided, That (¢) nothing in this section shall authorize a sea-fish-
'Y officer to do anything not authorized by the convention and () the
ta.]l;t to which any sea-fishing boat or any person beloyging thgreto is
€0 shall, except where the nationality of such boat is not evidenced
¥ official papers, be & port of the state to which such boat belongs.

eig
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14. (1) A sea-fishery officer shall be entitled to the same protection in
respect of any action or suit brought against him for any act done OF
omitted to be done in the execution of his duty under this act, as i8
given to any officer of customs by the customs consolidation act, 1876,
or any act amending the same, and (with reference to the seizure of
detention of any ship) by any act relating to the registry of British ships-

(2) If any person obstructs any sea-fishery officer in acting under the
powers conferred by this act, or refuses or neglects to comply With any
requisition or direction lawfully made or given by or to answer any
question lawfully asked by any sea-fishery officer in pursuance of this
act, such person shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not
exceeding £50, or to be imprisoned for a term not exceeding three
months, with or without hard labor.

Legal proceedings.

15. (1) Where on the conviction of any person under this act for an
offense it appears to the court that any injury to person or property has
been caused by the offense, the court may by such conviction adjudge
the person convicted to pay in addition to any fine a reasonable sum 23
compensation for such injury, and such sum may be recovered asa finé
under this act, and when récovered shall be paid to the person injured-

(2) Any compensation specified in a document signed in accordanc®
with article 33 of the first schedule to this act, or fixed by a sea-fishery
officer in accordance with any submission to arbitration, may be recov-
ered as a simple contract debt, and in England may also be recovered
as a civil debt before a court of summary jurisdiction.

(8) In a proceeding against any person for the recovery of such last-
wmentioned compensation, the formal document referred to in the gal
article, or an award of a sea-fishery officer in pursuance of a submissio?
to arbitration signed by the person liable to pay such compensatiom
shall be sufficient evidence that such person is liable to pay the com”
pensation specified in such document or award.

16. (1) Offenses under this act may (save as otherwise provided) be
prosecuted, aud fines under this act may be recovered in a summary
manner ; that is to say, (a) in England before a justice or justices, in
manner provided by the summary jurisdiction (English) acts; (D) in
Scotland in manner provided by the summary jurisdiction (Scotlan
acts, 1864 and 1881; (c) in Ireland within the police district of Dubli?
metropolis in manper provided by the acts regulating the powers and
duties of the justices of the peace of such district, or of the police ©
such district, and elsewhere in Ireland in manner provided by the petty
sessions (Ireland) act, 1851, and the acts amending the same; (d) iv the
Isle of Man, and the islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, and Sark,
respectively, before any court, governor, deputy governor, deemstel
jurat, or other magistrate, in the manner in which the like offense &1
fines are by law prosecuted and recovered, or as near thereto as eircuf®”
stances admit.
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b ‘(2) If any person feels aggrieved by any conviction under this act
cgtfl Court of summary jurisdiction, or by any determination or adjudi-
101 of such court with respect to any compensation under this act,
€ may, where imprisonment is awarded without the optionof a fine, or
¢ Sum adjudged to be paid exceeds £5, appeal therefrom us follows: '
i:zl In England the appeal should be to quarter sessions in manner pro-
a ed by the summary jurisdiction (Euglish) acts; (d) in Ireland the
Pheal should be to the court of quarter sessions in manner directed by
(c)e‘ betty sessions (Ireland) act, 1851, and the acts amending the same;
!0 Scotland, the Isle of Man, and the islands of Guernsey, Jersey,
in i‘;lrpey y and Sark, the appeal shall be to the court and in the manner
judi 1({h appeals from the like convictions and determinations and ad-
Lcatlons are made. .
thils‘. (1) Any document drawn up in pursuance of the first schedule to
encact shall be admissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, as evi-
(2)“ of th_e facts or matters therein stated.
the If evidence contained in any such document was taken on oath in
* Presence of the person charged in such evidence, and such person
ang 2{1‘1 091:9rtuuity of cross-examining the person giving such evidence
ing making his reply to such evidence, the sea-fishery officer draw-
P 8uch document may certity the said facts, or any of them.
0 be A.ny document or certificate in this section mentioned purporting
Withe 8lgned by a sea-fishery officer shall be admissible in evidence
Other Ut proof of such signature, and if purporting to be signed by any
Bignedperson’ shall, if certified by a sea-fishery officer to have been so
Such » be deemed, until the contrary is proved, to bave been signed by
“ Other persons.
8, ) I any person forges the signature of a sea-fishery officer to any
owi °°‘1men§ as above mentioned, or wales use of any such document
on g nt:g the signature thereto to be forged, such person shall be liable
m0nth8ma«ry conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
6 iy With or without hard labor, and on conviction on indictment to
yearspnsoﬂed with or without hard labor for a term not exceeding two
» 80d the cost of the prosecution of any such person on indictment
18, %I’&id as in cases of felony.
Seagig Or the purpose of giving jurisdiction to courts under this act, a
re a,lt!'lg boat shall be deemed to be a ship within the meaning of any
ha, g to offenses committed on board a ship, and every court
o exc?ve- the same jurisdiction over a foreign sea-fishing boat within
; heruswe fishery limits of the British Islands, and persons })elong-
Shing ssz’t as such court would have if such boat were a British sea-
Un}l%r ile,li‘vi% of any sammons or other matter in any legal proceeding
& sep : act shall be good service if made personally on tlu.a person
e ed, or ag his last place of abode, or if made b‘y leaving such
08 for him on board any sea-fishing boat to which he may be-
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long, with the person being or appearing to be in command or charg®
of such boat.

20. (1) Where any offense against this act has been committed DY
some persons belonging to a sea-fishing boat, the master or person for
the time being in charge of such boat shall in every case be liable t0
be deemed guilty of such offense; provided that if he proves that be
issued proper orders for the observance, and used due diligence to €D
force the observance of this act, and that the offence in question was
actually committed by some other person without his connivance, apD
that the actual offender has been convicted, or that he has taken al
practicable means in his power to prosecute such offender (if alive) to
conviction, he shall not be liable to any further punishment than pay”
ment of compensation for any injury caused by the offense.

(2) Any fine or compensation adjudged under this act may be 1€
covered in the ordinary way, or, if the court think fit so to order by
distress or poinding and sale of the sea-fishing boat to which the offe?”
der belongs, and her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and any property
on board thereof or belonging thereto, or any part thereof; provide
that, where the boat is a foreign sea-fishing boat, the court may order
that in lieu of any such distress the boat may be detained in some por
in the British Islands for a period not exceeding three months from th
date of the conviction, and the boat may be detained accordingly, 8%
in such case shall not be distrained.

21. (1) The court adjudging any fine or forfeiture nnder this act way
if it think fit, direct the whole or any part thereof to be applied in ¢
towards payment of the expenses of the proceedings; and, subject
such direction, all fines and the proceeds of all forfeitures recovere
ander this act shall, notwithstanding anytbing in any act relating to
municipal corporations or otherwise, be paid into the exchequer in such
manner as the commissioners of the treasury may direct,

(2) Forfeitures may be destroyed, sold, and disposed of as the cour®
adjudging the forfeiture may direct.

22, (1) Nothing in this act shall prevent any person being liable f‘n'
der any other act or otherwise to any indictment, proceeding, punis®’
ment, or penalty, other than is provided twice for the same offense-

(2) Nothing in this act, or in any order in council made therennde’!
nor any proceedings under such act or order with respect to any matte’
shall alter the liability of any person in any action or suit with refef"“o‘f
to the same matter, so that  person shall be required to pay comP®
gation twice in respect of the same injury.

Application of act.

23. If at any time after the commencement of this act any conVCntw:I’.
treaty, or arrangement respecting sea fisheries is made betweell by
Majesty and any foreign state, it shall be lawful for Her leajes?y f
order in council to direct that all or any of the provisions of thid
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SP"‘H, and the same shall accordingly (subject to the exceptions, restric-
tions, and conditions, if any, in the order mentioned) apply to the said
Convention, treaty, or arrangement, and have effect in like manner as
'f the said convention, treaty, or arrangement were set forth in the first
Schedule to this act, and were part of that schedule and were the con-
Vention referred to in this act.
24. If the provisions of this act are applied by order in council to any
c(’I“’@Iltion, treaty, or arrangement made in substitution for the con-
Vention get forth in the first schedule to the sea fisheries act, 1868, or
Or the convention and articles set forth in the schedule to the act of
@ sixth and seventh years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chap-
T 79, entitled ¢“An act to carry into effect the convention between Her
8esty and the King of the French, concerning the fisheries in the
8¢as between the British Islands and France,” that last-mentioned act
Bhau, after the date fixed by the said order for the application of this
t be repealed, but such last-mentioned act sball, until the said date
% any earlier date at which the convention set forth in the first sched-
e to the sea fisheries act, 1868, comes into operation, continue in force
0 far ag regards French sea-fishing boats and persons belonging there-
Within the seas to which the said convention and articles set forth in
8 8 schedule thereto apply, so far as those seas are outside the exclu-
\Ve fishery limits of the British Islands, and are not within the North
®3 a8 defined in the first schedule to this act.
of 4y, This act, so far as it applies to foreign sea-fishing boats outside
h_e exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands, and persons be-
WiI:;[g;ng thereto, and to foreign sea-ﬁshery officers, shall apply onl.y
fct in the North Sea as defined by article 4 of the first schedule to this
) OF Within the seas specified in any convention, treaty, or arrange-
Suant t0 which this act may be applied by order in council made in pur-
DCe of this act, and to the boats and officers of a foreign state bound
tre:he convention in the first schedule to this act or by any convention,
afo ty, Or arrangement to which this act may be applied, but save as
Te8aid this act shall apply to the whole of the British Islands as de-
or eq by this act, and to the seas surrounding the same, whether within
Without the exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands, and the
a _courts of Guernsey and Jersey shall register this act in their re-
tive courts.

Supplemental.

mzti Orders in council made in pursuance of this act shall be published

08‘1‘3 London Gazette, or otherwise published in such manner as the

intg ¢, of Trade may direct for such sufficient time before they come

Orce ag to prevent inconvenience.

tion é(?he‘reference in section 18 of the sea fisheries act, 1868, to sec. -

refep to of the customs consolidation act, 1853, shall be construed to
0 section 170 of the customs consolidation act, 1876.
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28. In this act, the expression “ Sea fishing” shall not include fishing
for salmon as defined by any act relating to salmon, but save as afor®
said, means the fishing for every description both of fish, and shell-fisbs
found in the seas to which this act applies, and the expression ¢Se?
fisherman ” and other expressions relating to sea fishing shall be col”’
strued accordingly; the expression ¢ Sea-fishing boat” includes every
vessel of whatever size, and in whatever way propelled, which is us®
by any person in sea fishing, or in carryiug on the business of 2 sed
fisherman ; the expression * TIishing implement ” means any net, liné
float, barrel, buoy, or other instrument, engine, or implement used‘ or
intended to be used for the purpose of sea fishing; the expressiol
¢ British Islands” includes the United Kingdom of Great Britain ab
Ircland, the Isle of Man, the islands of Guernsey, Jersey, AldcrneY{
and Sark, and their dependencies; the expression “ Exclusive fishery
limits of the British Islands” means that portion of the seas surrouff®’
ing the British Islands within which Her Majesty’s subjects have, ‘b
international law, the exclusive right of fishing, and where such porthn
is defined by the terms of any convention, treaty, or arrangement for
the time being in force between Her Majesty and any foreign stat®
includes, as regards the sea-fishing boats and officers and subjects 0”
that state, the portion so defined; the expression “The admiralty
means the lord high admiral for the time being of the United Kingdo®
of Great Britain and Ireland, or any two or wmore of the commissioﬂers'
for executing the office of lord high admiral of the United Kingdo™®’
the expression ¢ Consular officer” includes consul-general, consul, an
vice-consul, and any person for the time being discharging the dutié
of consul-general, consul, or vice-consul ; the expression % Person " .ul-
cludes a body of persons corporate or unincorporate; the expl‘essfou
¢« Court” includes any tribunal or magistrate exercising jurisdictl"n
under this act. ‘

29. This act shall come into force on such day as may be fixed Py ,ﬂ
notice in that behalf published in.the London Gazette, which day 18 »
this act referred to as the commencement of this act. hé

30. (1) After the commencement of this act the acts specified int ]
first part of the second schedule to this act shall be repealed to the ox
tent specified in the third column of that schedule. pe

(2) After the commencement of this act the acts specified jin t o
second part of the second schedule to this act shall be repealed %0 th
extent specified in the third column of that schedule: b

Provided that, until the date horeinafter mentioned at which Suﬁe
repeal takes full effect, the repeal of the enactments gpecified 11 the
said second part shall, except within the North Sea, as defined bY t
first schedule to this act, be subject to the following limitations:

(a) The repeal shall not extend to section 12 of the sea fisherie
1868 (which section relates to oyster fishing), nor to the recovery of 89
penalty for a violation of that section,

S acf’
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-(b) The repeal shall extend only to officers and boats within the ex-
tlusive fishery limits of the British Islands and to British sea-fishing
boats when outside the exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands.

(¢) The repeal shall not affect the power of French sea-fishery officers
and Frepch courts over British sea-fishing boats when outside the ex-
Clugjve fishery limits of the British Islands, or the power of British and

ench gea-fishery officers and British courts over French sea-fishing

%ats brought within the exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands
Or offenges committed outside those limits.

(d) The repeal shall not alter the power of receiving as evidence any

®positions, minutes, and other documents which by the said acts are
Dade receivable as evidence.

(¢) If the convention set forth in the first schedule to the sea fisheries
?‘3‘3’ 1868, comes into operation, then, upon notice thereof being given
i 'fhe London Gazette, the said enactments shall, subject to the pro-
- "Biong of this section, be in force for the purposes of such convention.
anI; this act is applied by order in couneil to French sea-fishery officers

French sea-fishing boats within the seas to which the convention
8;dforth in the first schedule to the sea fisheries act, 1868, applies, the
Rl Tepeal of the enactments specified in the second part of the second
eflule to this act shall take full effect as from the date at which such

Pblication of this act takes effect. )

11(13) The repeal of any enactmétit by this act shall not affect anything
%y Gone or suffered, or any liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punishment
. curred under any enactment hereby repealed, and any legal proceed-

5 or remedy in respect of such liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punish-

:ﬁt may be carried on as if this act had not passed.
limit.s S0 much of this act as has effect outside of the exclusive fishery
on of the British Islands shall, if the convention ceases to be binding
stateer Majesty, cease to apply to the boats and officers of any foreign
ing obOund by the convention, and if the convention ceases to be bind-

e N any foreign state, shall cease to apply to the boats and officers of
it 8tate, but subject as aforesaid this act ghall continue in force not-

Standing the determination of the convention.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

n . .
.te"’"lttonal convention for the purpose of requlating the police of the
JSisheries in the North Sea outside territorial waters.

Irg:;g{aj esty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
est ; His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia; His
the p.> the King of the Belgians ; His Majesty the King of Denmark;
the ges‘dent of the French Republic; and His Majesty the King of

etherlands, having recognized the necessity of regulating the

Dolj .
. ® of the fisheries in the North Sea outside territorial waters, have
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resolved to conclude for this purpose a convention, and have named
their plenipotentiaries as follows:—

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland: the Hon. William Stuart, Companion of the Most Honorable
Order of the Bath, &c., her envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-
tentiary at the Hague; Charles Malcolm Kennedy, esq., Companion of
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, &c., head of the commercial
department of the foreign office; and Charles Cecil Trevor, esq., barris-
ter at law, assistant secretary to the Board of Trade, &e.;

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia: Veit Richard
von Schmidthals, Knight of the Order of the Red Eagle of the third
clags, and of the Order of St.John, &ec., councilor of legation, his
chargé d’affaires at the Hague; and Peter Christian Kinch Donner;
Knight of the Order of the Red Eagle of the fourth clags with the Sword,
and of the Crown of the fourth class, &c., his councilor of state, captail
in the navy, on the reserve; .

His Majesty the King of the Belgians: the Baron d’Anethan, Comman-
der of the Order of Leopold, &c., his envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary at the Hague; and M. Léopold Orban, Commander of
the Order of Leopold, &e., bis envoy extraordinary and minister pleni-
potentiary, director-general of the political department in the ministry
of foreign affairs;

His Majesty the King of Denmark: Carl Adolph Bruun, Knight of
the Order of the Danebrog, &c., captain in the navy ;

The President of the French Republic: the Count Lefébvre de Béhainé
Commander of the National Order of the Legion of Honor, &c., envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the French Republic ab
the Hague; and M. Gustave Emile Mancel, Officer of the Nationat
Order of the Legion of Honor, &c., commissary of marine;

His Majesty the King of the Netherlands: the Jonkheer Willem
Frederik Rochussen, Commander of the Order of the Lion of the Nether
lands, &e., his minister of foreign affairs ; and Eduard Nicolaas Rahuseds
Knight of the Order of the Lion of the Netherlands, &c., president ©
the committee for sea fisheries; .

Who, after having communicated the one to the other their full powers
found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following art”

cles :— .
ARTIOLE L.

The provisions of the present convention, the object of which i8 'tb
regulate the police of the fisheries in the North Sea outside territoris
waters, shall apply to the subjects of the high contracting parties.

ArTIOLE Il

The fishermen of each country shall enjoy the exclusive right of
fishery within the distance of 3 miles from low-water mark along t
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Whole extent of the coast of their respective countries, as well as of the
SPendent islands and banks.

BtrA's regards bays, the distance of 3 miles shall be measured from a
aight line drawn across the bay, in the part nearest the entrance, at
© first point where the width does not exceed 10 miles.

avs ® D}‘esent article shall not in any way prejudice the freedom of
thlgatlon and anchorage in territorial waters accorded to fishing boats,

Dow“ded they conform to the ial police regulations enacted by the

ers to whom the shore bel .

ArTIOoLE III.

wl;rhe miles mentioned in the preceding article are geographical miles,
8reof sixty make a degree of latitude. '

ArTIOLE IV.

thf(l)-r the purpose of applying the provisions of the present convention,
imits of the North Sea shall be fixed as follows:
* On the north by the-parallel of the 61st degree of latitude.
I’&r:anon the east and south (1) by the coasts of Norway between the
wa el of the 61st degree of latitude and Lindesnaes Light-house (Nor-
Wag; (2) by a straight line drawn from Lindesnaes Light-house (Nor-
gy to Hanstholm Light-house (Denmark); (3) by the coasts of Den-
e I" .Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, and France as far as Gris
ight-house. T
ho'n's:)n the west, (1) by a straight line drawn from Gris Nez Light-
uq) ‘(Fra,nce) to the easternmost light-house at South Foreland (Eng-
Srgigh (2) by the eastern coasts of England and Scotland; (3) by a
of og tline joining Duncansby Head (Scotland) and the southern point
Ol‘knuth Ronaldsha (Orkney Islands); (4) by the eastern coasts of the
hOus:y Islands ; (5) by @ straight line joining North Ronaldsha Light-
Telgyg (Orkney Islands) and Sumburgh Head Ligltt-house (Shetland
the ms)_; .(6) by the eastern coasts of the Shetland Islands); (7) by
thsp eridian of North Unst Light-house (Shetland Islands) as far a8
8ralle] of the 61st degree of latitude.

ARTICOLE V.

inThe fishing boats of the high contracting parties shall be registered

LT *dance with the administrative regulations of each country. For

on ofom there shall be a consecutive series of numbers, preceded by

. Detay, Inore initial letters, which shall be specifiell by the superior com-

Eachauth"l'itm

Thig l_Government shall draw up a list showing these initial letters.
o i8t, together with all modifications which may subsequently be

In it, shall be notified to the other contracting powers.
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ARTIOLE VI,

Fishing boats shall bear the initial letter or letters of the port 0
which they belong and the registry number in the series of number

for that port.
ARTICLE VII.

The name of each fishing boat and that of the port to which she ber
longs shall be painted in white oil coﬁn a black ground on the ster®
of the boat, in letters which shall be a st 8 centimeters in height 38
12 millimeters in breadth.

ARTICLE VIII.

of th®

The letter or letters and numbers shall be placed on each bow 1y
lear

boat 8 or 10 centimeters below the gunwale, and so as to be ©
visible. They shall be painted in white oil color on a black ground‘

The distance above mentioned shall not, however, be obligatory fot
boats of small burden, which may not have sufficient space below the
gunwale.

For boats of 15 tons burden and upwards the dimensions of the et
ters and numbers shall be 45 centimeters in height and 6 centimete"’
in breadth. ‘

For boats of less than 15 tons burden the dimensions shall be 23 cet
timeters in height and 4 centimeters in breadth.

The same letter or letters and numbers shall also be painted on
side of the mainsail of the boat, imm ediately above the close ree:
black oil color on white or tanned sails, and in white oil color 0D bla
gails. - d

The letter or letters and numbers on the said sails shall be one-tBIF
" larger in every way than those placed on the bows of the boat.

eaclt

ARrTIOLE IX.

: . &
Fishing boats may not have, either on their outside or on their 8'9,11 5’
any names, letters, or numbers other than those preseribed by &
VI, VII, and VIII of the present convention. :

ARTIOLE X.
on the*

The names, letters, and numbers placed on the boats and ale
(V&

sails shall not be effaced, altered, made illegible, covered, or cO¥
in any manner whatsoever.

ARTICLE XI,

15,
All the small boats, buoys, principal floats, trawls, grapnels, ﬂ'n(;:;:tel,'
e

and generally all fishing implements shall be marked with th
or letters and numbers of the boats to which they belong.
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C.fhese lettors and numbers shall be large enough to e easily distin-
fl‘lllShe.d. The owners of the nets or other fishing implements may far-
er distinguish them by any private marks they think proper.

ARTIOLE XII.

isg‘he master of each boat must have with him an official document,
8 lleq by the proper authority in his own country, for the purpose of
Nabling him to establish the nationality of the boat.
This document must always give he letter or letters and number of
01-(1 boat, as well as her description and the nane or names of the owner
he name of the firm or association to which she belongs.

ARrTICLE XIII.

oghe nationality of a boat must not be concealed in any manner what-
ver,
ARTICLE XIV.

No fishing boat shall anchor between sunset and sunrise on grounds
8re drift-net fishing is actually going on. :
tak his prohibition shall not, however, apply to anchorings which may
Oir: Place in consequence of accidents or of any other compulsory
Umstances.
ARTIOLE XV.

%F%ts arriving on the fishing-grounds shall not either place them-
iVes or shoot their nets in such a way as to injure cach other, or as
h-‘)nnstel‘fbre with fishermen who have already commenced their opera-

ArTICLE XVI.

dezlihenever, with the view of drift-net fishing, decked boats and un-
ed boats commence shooting their nets at the same time, the un-
ed boats shall shoot their nets to windward of the decked boats.
ehe decked boats, on their part, shall shoot their nots to leeward of
Undecked boats. .
8 a rule, if decked boats shoot their nets to windward of undecked
to leg which have begun fishing, or if undecked boats shoot their nets
To ward of decked boats which have begun fishing, the responsibility
8ards any damages to nels which may result shall rest with the
erWhiCh last began fishing, unless they can prove that they were
ca“edstress of compulsory circumstances or that the damage was not
by their faunlt.
ArTiOLE XVIL

N
Whe: et or any other fishing engine shall be set or anchored on grounds

9 drift.net fishing is actually going on.
H. Mis, 67——18
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ArTIiOLE . XVIII.

‘No fisherman shall make fast or hold on his boat to the nets, buoys
floats, or any other part of the fishing-tackle of another fisherman.

ARTIOLE XIX.

When trawl fishermen are in sight of drift-net or of long-line fisher
men, they shall take all necessary steps in order to avoid doing injury t0
the latter. Where damage is caused, the responsibility shall lie on the
trawlers, unless they can prove that they were under stress of com]’“.l'
sory circumstances, or that the loss sustained did not result from thelr

fault.
ARTICLE XX.
When nets belonging to different fishermen get foul of each other the
nets shall not be cut without the consent of both parties.
All responsibility shall cease if the impossibility of disengaging the
nets by any other means is proved.

ARTICLE XXI.

When a boat fishing with long lines entangles lher lines in thosé of
another boat, the person who hauls up the lines shall not cut themn fix‘
cept under stress of compulsory circumstunces, in which case any lin®
whieh may be cut shall be immediately joined together agaiu.

ARTICLE XX]II.

Except in cases of salvage and the cases to which the two precediﬂf
articles relate, uo fisherman shall, under any pretext whatever, cuh
hook, or lift up nets, lines, or other gear not belonging to him. '

ARrRTICLE XXIII.

. . . e
The use of any instrument or engine which serves ouly to cut or d

stroy nets is forbidden.
The presence of any such engine on board a boat is also forbidden:
The high contracting parties engage to take the necessary measuf‘;
for preventing the embarkation of such engines on board fishing boat™

ARTIOLE XX]IV.

. ioht8
Fishing boats shall conform to the general rules respecting ligh

which have been or may be adopted by mutual arrangement bet"‘fe s
the high contracting parties with the view of preventing collisio?
at seq.
ARITICLE XXV, ‘
per ap’

All fishing boats, all their small boats, all rigging gear or ot
purtenances of fishing boats, all nets, lines, buoys, floats, or other Lo
ing implements whatsoever found or picked up at sea, whether m#!
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::ltlmn‘larked, shall as soon as possible be delivered to the competent
hority of the first port to which the salving boat returns or puts in.
Such authority shall inform the consul or consular agent of the coun-
OWntO which the‘ boat of the salvor belongs, and of the nation of the
arty elr of the articles found. They (the same authority) shall restore the
art‘c es to the owners thereof or to their representatives as soon as such
icles are claimed aud the interests of the salvors have been properly
8uaranteed,
Th§ administrative or judicial authorities, according as the laws of
ere different countries may provide, shall fix the amount which the own-
3 shall pay to the salvors. :
i(I:; is, however, agreed that this provision shall not in any way preju-
such conventions respecting this matter as are already in force, and
sp:t.the high contracting parties reserve the right of regulating, by
xgal arrangements between themselves, the amount of salvage at &
d rate per net salved.
Wre;?:ling implements of any kind found unmarked shall be treated as

.

ARTICLE XXVL

O;DI{G superintendence of the fisheries shall be exercised by vessels be-

ging to the national navies of the high contracting parties. In the

%n? of Belgium, such vessels may be vessels belonging to the state,
manded by captains who hold commissions.

ARTIOLE XXVIIL.

i ;mllle i’ercu'tiou of the regulations respecting the document establish-
ing in‘:tlonahty, the marking and numbering of boats, &e., and of fish-
arg 4 Pl_ements, as well as the presence on board of instruments which
XX Ofbldd(?n (Articles VI, VII, VIII, 1X, X, XI, XII, XIII, and
iser’ section 2), is placed under the exclusive superintendence of the

e 8 of the nation of each fishing boat.
. “Vertheless, the commanders of cruisers shall acquaint each other
any infractions of the above-mentioned regulations committed by

e
Shermen of another nation.
ARTICLE XXVIIIL

au’f}?:n?ﬂisers of all the high contracting parties shall be competent to

Ventl_cate all infractions of the regulations prescribed by the present;

ehseg rlflm, other than those referred to in Article XXVII, and ?,11 of-

Which tl? ating to fishing operations, whichever may be the nation to
¢ fishermen guilty of such infractions may belong.

ARTICLE, XXIX,

When th . . -
fi ion & commanders of cruisers have reason to believe that an in-
of the provisions of the present convention has been committed,
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they may require the master of the boat inculpated to exhibit the of-
ticial document establishing her nationality. The fact of such document
baving been exhibited shall then be indorsed upon it immediately.

The comimpanders of cruisers shall not pursue further their visit oF
search on board a fishing boat which is not of their own nationalitys
unless it should be necessary for the purpose of obtaining proof of an
offense or of a contravention of regulations respecting the police of the

fisheries.
ARTICLE XXX,

The commanders of the cruisers of the signatory powers shall
exercise their judgment as to the gravity of facts brought to their
knowledge, and of which they are empowered to take cognizance, av
shall verify the damage, from whatever cause arising, which may be
sustained by fishing boats of the nationalities of the high contracting
parties.

They shall draw up, if there is occasion for it, a formal statement of
the verification of the facts as elicited both from the declarations of th¢
parties interested and from the testimony of those present.

The commander of the cruiser may, if the case appears to him suf-
ficiently serious to justify the step, take the offending boat into a Port
of the nation to which the fishermen belong. He may even take O*
board the cruiser a part of the crew of the fishing boat, in order to ha?
them over to the authorities of her nation. '

ARTICLE XXXI.

The formal statement referred to in the preceding article shall be
drawn up in the language of the commander of the cruiser, and aceor®
ing to the forms in use in his country.

The accused and the witnesses shall be entitled to add, or to have
added, to such statement, in their own language, any observations or
evidence which they may think suitable. Such declarations must

duly signed.
ARTICLE XXXTI.

Resistance to the directions of commanders of cruisers charged with
the police of the fisheries, or of those who act under their orders, shall
without taking into account the nationality of the cruiser, be considere
as resistance to the authority of the nation of the-fishing boat.

ARTICLE XXXIII.

When the act alleged is not of a serious character, but has nevertb®
less caused damage to any fisherman, the commanders of cruisers gha
be at liberty, should the parties concerned agree to it, to arbitrate 8
sea between them, and to fix the compensation to be paid. £

Where one of the parties is not in a position to settle the matter ﬂ
once, the commanders shall cause the parties concerned to sign in duP 1
cate & formal document specifying the compensation to be paid.
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0“(1)01;0 ‘;:opy of this document shall remain on board thfs cruiser, and the

o i: 1all l?c handed to the muste1: f’f the hoat to which the compensa-

i l)ef: fluo, in order f,ha.t Le may, if necessary, be able to make use of
WhOI.e the courts of the country .to which the debtor belopgs.'

ton '010, on the contrary, the parties do not conspnt; to arbltljat-lon, thre
manders shall act in accordance with the provisions of Article XX X.

Arricry XXXIV.

T
en he prosecutions for offenses agaiust or contraventions of the pres-
b eonvention shall be instituted by or in the name of the state.

ARTICLE XXXV,

Al
in'lilsl](:lthigh contracting parties engage t.o propose to their ?espective
)l'é Sentures the‘necessary m?.asures f:or msurmg the executl(?n of t_he
or imm'conveutlou, and part-lc'ulurly for the punishment by either iu‘le
iong of lzoufneut, or by both, ot'perso.ns who ay contravene the provis-
rticles VI to XXIII, inclusive.

ARTICLE XXXVI.

ylnlh'::l ‘Cijses o'{' ass:u}lt committed‘or of Wilfl{l damage ‘or loss inflicted
r “(‘ 11}1011 (')t one of the contracting countries upon fishermen of an-
offe mle;lt-lonuh.t.y, the courts of the country to which the boats of the
8 belong shall be empowered to try them.
mv:l:iamc rale shall apply wit.h. regard to offenses against and con-
lons of the present convention.

ARTIOLE XXXVIL

L4

The . . . . . s

o )L Proceedings and trial in cases of infraction of the provisions of

l_egl}lre§ent convention shall take place as summarily as the laws and
tions in force will permit.

ARTIOLE XXXVIII
T
exche Present convention shall be ratified. The ratifications shall be

Iy -
anged at the Hague as soon as possible.
ARTICLE XXXIX.

daThe) ll))l‘eseut convention shall be brought into forece from and after a
© agreed upon by the high contracting yarties.

aboVE :’i?:“.’ﬁhtio[l shall continue in. operation for ﬁve'years from the
the (in, a.nd, unles‘s one of ?he hlgl.l cont-.ractnlxg,tpartxes slm.ll, twel've
of mtenti(; ore the ez‘(plratl'on of the §md period of {'wo years, give notice
Obger 511(111 'fo tenymate its operation, shall continue in force one yem:
p°‘\'er.:; ol 50 on from year to year. 1f, however, one of the signatory

ould give notice to terminate the convention, the same shall

'8 mainta; .
" dUntained between the other contracting parties, upless they give
Wilar potjee,

Inon
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ADDITIONAL ARTICLE.

The Government of His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway
may adhere to the present convention, for Sweden and for Norways
either jointly or separately. ) _

This adhesion shall be notified to the Netherlands Government, and
by it to the other signatory powers.

In witness whereof the plenipotentiaries have signed the present cou-
vention, and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at the Hague, in six copies, the 6th May, 1882.

W. STUART. LEopoLD ORBAN.

C. M. KENNEDY. C. BRUUN.

C. CEoiL TREVOR. Cte LEFEBVRE DE BEHAINE.
V. SOHMIDTHALS. EM. MANCEL.

COor. DONNER. ROCHUSSEN.

Bz A. D’ ANETHAN. E. N. RAHUSEN.

SECOND SCHEDULE.
ENACTMENTS REPEALED.

A description or citation of an act in this schedule is inclusive of the
word, section, or other part first and last mentioned, or otherwise 1€
ferred to as forming the beginning or as forming the end of the portion
described in the description or citation.

PArT l.-—Enaciments wholly repealed.

e _ e
Seasion and Title Extcent of repeal
ohapter. . peal.
6 and 7 Vict., | Anact to carry into offsct a con- i So much of the schedule thereto ns prolllhltﬂ “.ny
c. 79, vention botween Iler Majesty French fishing-boat from approaching n_cnf'fl‘om
and the King of the Ironch ¢on- any part of tho coast of the Uniled King tho
cerning the fisberics in the sens than the limit of 3 miles, and so much 05 1y
botween the British Islands and Test of the act as relatos to the portion of
France. schedule hereby repealed.
. - d
31and 82 Viet., ' The sca fisherics act, 1868......... Section 25; Section 68, from **in manuer du,?ot:a
©. 46. ! by law " to ** the appeal shall be made. ‘,:bv

from ** for the county ar place” to ‘' costd
pnid by efthor party ”; Section 71 and the 80
schedule.

ca!l‘1

40and 41 Vict., | Tho filsherics (oyster, crab, and | Section 15,
c. 42, lobster) act, 1877.

ParT 11.—Enactments repealed provisionally.

: n-

31and 82 Viot., | The sea fisheries act, 1868......... ; Sections 5 and 4; Section 5, from ** the tOTmB':‘ﬁE;

0. 45. sular oflicer™ to '‘ construed to moap w“d 21;

! officer '*; Section 6 to 16; Scctions 20 81¢ 4o

Section 50; Section 61; Section 63, fl'ogf)n of

beginning of thosection to * the satisfuclos g

the'court ;s Tho first schedalo, except & 4 list
4 t0 8 article 31, and the declaration 8D

f ports annexed to the convention.

38 Vict., . 16..| An act to amend the sea fleberiee | Section3.
aot, 1868.

/




