XX.~THE ICELANDIC HALIBUT FISHERY—AN ACCOUNT OF
THE VOYAGES OF THREE GLOUCESTER SCHOONERS TO THE
PISHING GROUNDS NEAR THE NORTH COAST OF ICELAND.

By Capr. J. W, CoLLINS.

Iu the spring of this year (1884) several of the Glouncester fishing
Sclooners ventured on a4 new enterprise, by making trips to the grounds
ear the const of Tceland for the purpose of obtaining fares of flitched

alibug anq halibut finus. These were to be brought home in a salted
¢ondition, the former to be cured as “smoked halibut,” and the latter
Packeq jy barrels, with brine, and sold as pickled fish. Three vessels
ent to leeland—the Alice M. Williams, Capt. George W. Pendleton;;
L}'e 0011(:0111, Capt. John Dago; and the David A. Story, Capt. Joseph

"yf“‘- All have recently arrived home, and the last to discharge has

Uisheq taking out her eargo. The results that have been obtained
.‘m‘l be submitted, as well as a brief account of the trips, based upou
“'“ef:)rmution that has been furnished by the captuix?s of tho 1.'csp.ect'i\'c

S8els, anq upon notes kept by them while on their voyages.

Wenmtbl‘e entering on a description of these cruises it may, perhups,' be
0 note that the fishing grounds about Iceland have herctofore
ﬁ:(:l.) Dractically nnknown to American fishermen. The only Amcrtwau

g vessel that has previously visited Iceland was the schoouner.
. Stbring Chief, Capt. John S. McQuin. Ile went there in 1873 on
:;:)tthll’[?'}rlbut trip, but set his truwl. lines Ol'llbi once. v'l‘l'Jereff)re? ?ittle‘ or
. & was learned of the abundance of halibut, while his failure to
;Oc‘“'c afare has heretofore influenced others so much as to prevent them
ml,n making u trip to the same region.

. hough the vessels that went there this year have met with very
“lL:IthE;:Lg iu(":cess, it is by no means i.mprobabllcrth:mF f;x"{aa:t.er hn(:;ll](u:(trzb
S Of s Latgom where Il but oveur i great abundance, and wiich
on ay e\:p(;ri ottom \\lm‘w 1.‘1'1 Ut oc : 8 t,]‘. unc be,uum'e] : t(;
fing, mental cruise like this first one, they wou tely
““L;l,u(ti,bu.t) :Lls'o occur in ,‘f;rezmt :ibuuda-{lce, according (tlo ?11 1;‘ l\tII. V\Ta,l-
of 1883, tolq m‘vrlm iona ; isheries lx nat] - ,t summex

) e that he would give any desired information relativ
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the localities where halibut are plenty on the Norwegian coast, should
American vessels care to visit that region. I have called the attention
of our fishermen to the kind and courteous offer made by Mr. Wallew,
and it is probable that some of the more enterprising skippers may, it
the future, venture even so fur as Norway in pursuit of halibut.

The schooner Alice M. Williams, which was the first to start for
Iceland and was also the first to arrive home, sailed from Gloucester
May 1, and reached that port on ber return September 13, her voyage
occupying four months and 12 days. The outwinwd passage was m:ldb
without any noteworthy incident. The vessel ran across the southern
part of the Grand Bank, and on the southeast part of the bank fell in
with numerous i('ebu'"s, the ouly ice that was seen on the passage. OB
May 21, land was sighted at Skaga, where o boat was sent on shore on
the 101]0wmg day.*  On the 25th the Willimns ran into Ise FFiord.

Wilen the schooner arrived at Ise Iiord, Captain Pendleton was in-
formed by the local magistrate, and also l)_y a Norwegian named J-
Tglehus, a naturalized citizen of the island, that American vessels conld
pot be permitted to fill water, land empty barrels, salt, &ce., unless 8
special arrangement was made, whereby IZglehus chartered the Alice
M. Williams, thereby insuring {o her the right to land such material as
that mentioned above, to fill water, to have free aceess to the harbors
of Iceland, and to fish within 3 miles of the land, Tt was not, however,
permissible to land any fish of any kind whatever, even if’ they were
to be taken on board of the vessel again. For the privileges abovo
enumerated 400 crowns were charged, and, besides this, a duty had to
be paid on all salt that was landed ; 111011"11 in every instance the salb
was again taken on board of the schooner and used on fish.

The captains of all the schooners that went to Iceland were told thab
halibut were most numerous inside of the 3-mile limnit, and this infor
mation was doubtless given in good faith, as it is probable that the lee:
landers seldom go more than 3 miles distant from the land in their opett
boats. The natives could therefore have little knowledge of the abund:
ance of fish farther out, except as they learned of it from the Dritish
or French fishermen, who cateh halibut only in small numbers on hand-
lines. As a matter of fact, however, the American schooners ‘canght
nearly all of their fish from 5 to 25 mxles distant froin the land, none of
almost none inside of 3 miles, while the majority of the halibut wer
taken outside of 12 to 15 miles from the coast. The privilege which was
granted to fish inside the limit was, therefore, practically of no valne
to our vessels.

It may be stated as explanatory of the above, that vessels going for
fares of flitched halibut arc compelled to carry a large amount of salt 10
cure their fish—often amounting to nearly enongh to fill the hold—an
a considerable number of lmrrels to hold the halibut fins, fresh \\«WU,

d in

* Captain l’u)d]ctou had as one 01 ]us crew a nu w ]m spoke Dambh and m,tc
the capacity of an interproter.



[3] THE ICELANDIC HALIBUT FISHERY. 291

:\\ac.,' besides more or less spare gear, to supply any loss that may oceu
f()lsln?l i({;ﬂult, a vessel is \’el‘.\"lllll(}h ].llll)b‘(‘.l'e(l up, especially it fish are
SuCces;i( un‘d:mt, an(l.good (:ut(.:hes of halibut f({r two or l:lu'(;? days in
less bu‘rr’:; ‘ge‘nem]ly fill all available space, making a ¢ l)]f)ck ; and un-
wable {f ¢ :‘, hillt, and spare g'.em' can be landed Lex!x].mr;u-.:].\-', much ';11-.
canglit 11'11‘(1 must be lost while the crews are waiting for the newly:
SUt fish to «settle.”
mi]tl:Z;"ﬂ]l;;:‘emcnts could bemade Ly the United States with .t,lm ,‘_"'.()\'(‘,l'fl-
Arrol, .unnm'k, whercb.y salt, lm.rrels, aear, and c\-'u.n halibut fins (in
great bI: bf).lll(l be landed by our Ilshcrlfnm, t;mnpor;u'll_y, 17111(1(31" bond,
"ESSQ]qL\l,JLht would accrue to the su]‘t; halibut fishery, :.n.n(l New ‘]un;;']und
c(’“dit\io‘ ould be able to pursue tl‘wu' voyages }llld(.‘l' firr more favorable
ns than they otherwise might be permitted to enjoy. .

sch:)‘()tl':\elf‘(:omlv,ctiou,it‘. is proper to remark t,h:.LL the (:.upt':lins of the three
reated 1?.tlmt hu.\.'(.e been to !cu]:md gree in saying that they were
. v the oflicials on the island with the utmost courtesy ad con-

Slderyg; o . . . S .

of 4 «l.tlon. So far us possible, consistent with i conscientious discharge
1C¢1y . . . .
Cir duty, these gentlemen did all that might be expected to relieve

zgl:e??\],;:l;]llel-] from any ULNECESSArY ANNOYANce or embarrassment that
The dl.(’.],m-g.ht have .ut,tuml'cd at hs?nng \'().);;‘1;._:.(: tow .\'t.mn;_,r‘(". country,
26, Loy :\ .d,ttcr the ;u'n.\'al (.)i the J}hcc M. W 1Illum:\* at Ise IF 10.1‘(1, May
takoy, Onllu\' \":1s occl'x.pxcd in l;m(l.mg b:_n-rcls. (leuch were afterward
¢ 970, ﬂ)o.ud and tilled with halibut 11.115), 111111.1;: }vutcr, &e., and on
Was ot i:;lle _;rot; under way and stood off to the tishing ground, which
ar from the harbor.
10t iilg:i]sth’ .t.he trawls were set, and 48 halibut were talken. ’l‘l}is did
ing day :l.:L.tlbm'ct;ory,and the \'(?sse.l worked. alon g .shor%!, and the 101.10\\‘-
the “nc,s' :fllllg in zu;(;orQu.nc@ \Vlt.,171 13,(‘01'111;1.@1)011 gained from the lml:l\'es,
ang o, tlrh \‘;xc shot 11’1' -“llague -14101:d. 1 oor results were obt:un'ctl,
fatlon b'l-‘]().th-t-he Williums stood oft’ until s.lu.5 r‘cachc(l a depth of 50
"l"“h()re;l . 111c1‘\ weather came on, ;n.xd, )\'()rlirll‘xg ]}lS]lOl‘?:, the schooner
Undey wa ,m,-el the land on thellsb of June. The following day she g?t;
,,-mes, the; ?\.lt.h a southerly wind, and ran to t'h‘e nortl.u\'m'd about 50
he \Veutli .(,. u.l,e trawls were set.', and a Cil-t(:l.l of JS. ]NL]lbllt: was n‘m-de.
ut "10(.1(:1-;:; .“:m more or less foggy most of the _t_;m]c until the 24th,
untj) Tine 0‘; 91101lgh to sect und haul »th(? ,',-'e:(u'. TFrom the latter date
that e, lsc]: the \vea-tv!xcr was rough, \V}th frequent beavy squalls, so
tioneg date l301101‘ ran in and remained in harbor* On thc‘ lu.b:t-_mcn-
Cliution \\"m-eje got under way and ran ofl' on the l‘mnk, and fishing op-
‘?‘1110, the rluci”ull ied on during Elle l':lsl; 1;\\'9 days 01(thc'mont;h. During
oW sotg “.Ol:“\‘ -‘11103‘ were shot 27 lnn'es; in July, 20 times; and only a
Te mado in August. At first two sets were made each day,
permitted, but later it was found to be more profitable te

j .
n1 lllx@, weathep
L H1 {Q b 3
- sl . : e s
~. ____‘__1' one set in twenty-four hours, and o shift the position every

» B P,

. i i : .

falrly Inod::.“mg the log kept by Captain Ryan, it will be seen that the weather was
ulo June 25, and fishing was carried on June 28.
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time the gearwas hauled. Inthe appended table the dates when fishing
was carried on, during Juue, July, and August, arc given, and the num-
ber of halibut taken each day which were large enough to be flitehed
and salted down.

The heaviest catch was made on June 5, when 420 halibut were taken,
and Captain Pendleton estimates that they weighed upwards of 50,000
pounds in a fresh condition. On several occasions he thinks as many
as 30,000 pounds or more of halibut were taken in a single day ; this
estimate being, of course, given for the fish as they came from the
water.

Speaking in general terms, the Williams fished between the parallels
of 66° 10’ and 66° 37/ north latitude, and 210 40 to 23° 10" west longt-
tude, trials being made in depths varying from 25 to 125 fathoms., The
character of the bottom where the halibut were mostly taken was
rather rough and broken, with an abundance of quahogs (probably Cyp-
rina Islandica), whelks (Buccinum), and crabs, while sponges, moss, and
other invertebrates were hauled up on the lines.

From the 7th to the 14th of July the Williams fished in the vieinity
of North Cape, in 35 to 40 fathomws of water, 7 to 14 miles from the land,
the cape bearing from W. 3 N. to W.SW.

During the latter part of June, and as late as July 5, large masses of
floe-ice were seen stretching along from northeast to southwest as far
as the eye could extend, while no water could be seen to the northwest.
Tor several days fishing was carried on near the edge of the ice, and at
obe time the floe came within one-half mile of the schooner, but did not,
however, interfere with fishing.

Captain Pendleton states that the weather, as a rule, was foggy, put
reasonably moderate for so high a latitude—not so good on an average
as the weather is on the Grand Bank in summer. I‘rom the 12th to
the 18th of July the weather was stormy and rough, and most of this
time the vessel lay in harbor. These spells of rough weather were nob
wholly lost time, for the days spent in harbor gave the fish an opportt-
nity to settle, and the crew took advantage of the chance thus oftered
to “pack up” their flitches, and secure room for salting more halibub
when the weather proved suitable for fishing operations. July 30 and
31 the Williams was in Isc Fiord, where she lay until August 6, when
she started again for the fishing ground off Cape North. The last day’s
fishing was on August 14, from which time until the 20th the vessel 18
in harbor, the crew engaged getting material on board, which had beel
landed, and in making all necessary preparation for the home passage

The Alice M. Williams sailed from Ise Ifiord for home August 20,
reacled Belle Isle, Labrador, September 4, Cape Sable a week later, 20
at miduight of the 12th Thatcher’s Island lights were seen, the vesst
reaching Gloucester Harbor carly on the morning of September 13. Tl{e
passage home was uneventful, and only ove incident connected with it
seems worthy of special mention; this, however, being of unusual -
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terest in view of the discussion that has been goiug on in this country
relative to the comparative merits, so far as seaworthiness is concerned,
of the English smacks and the American fishing schooners. Cousider-
able numbers of welled ketch-rigged smacks—locally termed ! cod-
men ”—visit Tceland each summer in pursuit of cod. These vessels, for
the most part, belong at Grimsby, England. Captain Pendleton tells
:110 that on the day he left Iceland for home the wind came on to blow
leavy when he was some 30 to 40 miles off shore, and a bad sea got up.

Is vessel was pretty deep in the water, and the seas tumbled aboard
1er 50 much that it became extremely uncomfortable, not to say dan-
gcrous, to attempt to carry sail longer and continue on his course. Ile
therefore hove to under a double-reefed foresail. Soon after he hove to
Ilne .\Vas.passed by an English smack that was carrying a single-reefed

'ansail and a whole (stay) foresail. Captain Pendleton speaks in the
\‘vlegho.st terms and in the most emphatic manner of the behavior of this
ofslse" which he says was going along so dry and comfortable that many
mm{f’/l' crew did not even have on oil clothes, and he judged she was

King 1, speed of 11 knots, at the least. Considering that tho Alice
cegzv‘illimns is one of the finest of the clipper fleet siiling from Glou- ’

‘(}‘3‘, Cf)mmcut is unnecessary.
ero aptain Pendleton states that the currents on the Icclandic fishing
Streuuds are v.ery irregular and uncertain, b'oth as to (.lirect-ion and

owﬂgth. It is 1m'possible to tell how th.e tides are going to run, or
sWiftfstrong they will be. - Gcneml!_v speaking, the (:L}rrent does not run
anq SI‘ than from one-half to one mile an hour—oceasionally two ]n'lots——
“a ‘? gencral trend is back and forth along the coast, excepting oft

1‘){3 North, where the tide sweeps around the compass.
at Glf halibut taken at Ict?land are very much larger tlm‘-n those‘cau.ght
w ileeenl:md, and, what is peculiar, the former are chiefly whxt'e hs}),

apt _ﬂle) latter are ncarly all gray. In the carly part of his trip
W i(:la.lil Pendleton caught considerable quantities of codfish, part of
Oardl 1e used for halibut bait, but ho_ estimates that l}e threw over- -
con codfish to the value of $400 or $500. 1Te was obliged to do this
and :e vll(:z had no room to keep them on board, and as he could not
WOIII((I 1{3 fish, they had to be throwp away. The traders ‘th; Iceland
80, 1g tl"“’e been glad to buy the fish if they had been permitted to do.
is -k' 1ey could have got them at very reasonable rates; but trade of

N ind ‘Wwas strictly forbidden.*

m: If\'llce M. Williams is 77.06 tons register. She carried a crew of
Weighedduﬁ"to-m’f and 7 dories; set about 800 hooks to & dory. ‘ She
Poundy 02 .(mc]udmg.2,000 nounds of thin or “logg?' ” fish) 162,000
Stock g iélst(‘:hes, besides which she had 65 bz.u‘rcls of fms‘-z her gross
— 7 i£730, and the crew shared $268.90 cach. The prices

" Herring
Vicinity of

were seon in extraordinary abundanco about the lst of Angust, in tho
North Cape,

tAn1
celander was hired for about 40 days in July and August.
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obtained this year are very much lower than they were last year, 170
the large flitches 5 cents per pound was paid, the small flitehes brought
only hall’ priee, while 1 cent per pound was paid for loggy fish. 1Tali-
but®ins, which are considered quite a delicacy, are worth 9 per barrel.

Tuble showing the duily cateh of the schooner Alice M. Williams during June, July, and

Auagust.

\ e e
! Number | Number i| | Nuwmber
Dute. of halibut Date. of hakibul | Date. | of halibut

salted. | salted, | P malted.

1 ; i _
Juno 1. 25| June18............. 307 | July 2t ............ ' 50
2. 28 | 19 e, 104 - 22 100
3. 87 i 20. 13 : 160
4. 150 | 21 244 o0
5.. 420 29 173 240
6. 290 23 150 u7d
7. 151 || July 1 125 § 11
8. 196 © 2 166 | s
9. 120 ! 3 100 ! 140
10.. 136 4 245 ¢ Aug. 9. 128
.. None. | 5 .. 20 L 1
12.. None. G.. 172 0
.. 3G 7.. 126 | 124
.. 956 | 8. 283 wad
15.. 100 9. 17 1

16 178 ! 10 53 --
17.. 102 1 57 ;i 6, 800
i i .

Taotai catch for the trip about &000 fish. This would probably include the small Ludibut, some ol
which wero used for bait, and others that were too small to be tuken into the daily acconnt.

The Con(:or(} left home May 12, but on her passage down the Nova
Scotia coast she sprung a leak, and put into Arichat, Cape Breton, for
repairs.  May 27 she left Arichat, and June 10 made Iceland ; the fol-
Jowing day slie went into Reykjavik, where a pilot was obtained, After
making the necessary preparatiouns for tishing, namely, landing barrelss
filling water, &e., for which privileges 400 crowns were paid, the Con
cord proceeded to the fishing ground and commenced operations.

Captain Dago says that at first he generally set the trawls twice &
day, but he soon found that a single set, and a change in the position
each day, resulted far move satistactorily, a larger quantity of fish bein&
taken with far less fatigue to the men.  Ile estimates that he took aboub
25,000 pounds of fresh halibut as his largest day’s catch. The trawls
were set 62 times, fishing being carried on in depths varying from 39
to 80 fathoms, 5 to 25 miles from the land, but generally outside of 17
miles.  Por about a week the Concord fished alongside of the ice floty
which was distant from the vessel from 2 to 4 miles. Drials were mado
along the coast for a distance of about 180 miles, but most of the ]ml'l-
but were caught in the vicinity of Cape North. The fishing ground 18
so extensive, however, that Captain Dago says lie seldom saw the other
two American schooners. This was due, in a measure, to the prevd
lence of thick weather for a considerable portion of the time. Her®
ports secing a Heet of about 40 French topsail schooners, of the old-
style type, ranging from 80 to 130 tons, a few ketch-rigged French Ve
sels, H0 to 70 tons, and a small fleet, say 15 to 20, of Iinglish keteb-
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Tigged smacks, fishing for cod at Iceland. The captains and crews of
tllgse vessels, although they had been familiar with the Iceland fish-
éries for many years, were very much astonished at the large catches
of halibut that were made Dy the Americans. They predicted oummen
Would get no fish because they believed the hooks used by our fisher-
men are too sinall.  The Americans were also told, very emphatically,
that they could not possibly use trawl-lines on the Teelandic fishing
{g\'rl?:‘]](.ls’ 1.)e(muse the tide would be sure t? sink their buoys. ‘ But men
and ilmd fished on all the 'grm}nds from George’s Bzmk' to .(xreeuland,
1 the ¢“deep water,” in winter, were not to be easily discouraged,
?igmtllnl? result proved that, t-hougl.l the‘_y had never prev.iously been to
the ;'or(x,' they had a better coucgptmu oi.wlmt it was possﬂ)}e t(‘) .do th.an
the locslgn fishermen had, notwithstanding the latter were familiar with
ality. *
After having had good fishing for several days, it became necessary
D:i(‘tlhoel Concord to land Sfl;lf-, spa.re gem‘, &e. A duty of 10 crowns wz.Ls
taky, 01 the salt, though in t]‘us as in other cases the salt was agaiu
U1 on board and used on fish.
o l;J:eDEIin Dz}go states t.hut‘: the Icelanders wished very much to pur-
A“lericm ll.ahlmb heads, \_vlnch, stx-unge?y enough, are thrown away by
in Ioelv:m fishermen as of no val'ue, while t!xey are prized more highly
I)art.,t];n:;d‘ than any other p.ortlon oi: the fish; indeed, bel{lg‘ the only
Missil] ?t, i3 consuh‘:red qucmlly desxraple for food. I{ad it been per-
ers ()fb] ) sell.the fish, the Icglanders might have procured large mun-
o }eatls for almost nothing.
a;l(lz];}:Z?ll-l Dago (-]escribes the ‘b()ttom on t‘hc. ﬁshil‘ng 1):}11]{ as ¢ catchy,”
mentim:tl]ons having taken, besule§ the varieties of !nvo.rtcln-ntes already
1e also ed, t-\.\i() or three other kinds, among which were sea lemons..
smal] 'mlilenthns, as also (19 the other captains, that ]'m‘gc numbers of
o illi(ti‘:l _‘me(h:un-sme(.l halibut were caught, upon.w]n(:h were n.lurkod
fish, m‘;\‘ '16 .Of .I‘rench IISII(‘,I‘]HCH,‘\\']IO, seldom lflﬁbklllg‘ any use of these
had thel accustomed to thus ]llllt}ll:‘l,t(‘b many which .t,]'my catch. If th‘ey
apl’mXini(t)Od sense to m:u:k on :L'hsh the date of its capture and its
0 the y(u: ‘]0‘ weight, m.ucln mte%'est-lng' data could be obtained relative
he .'l“x:ell ‘1 growth of; the ]1:1-111)}1t. 5 _
he ]‘lngli:l(ll .s:ult;. then: catch of .cod, which are ’tuken on hm‘ld-]mes.
salt ung) 'thfuso fish with )h:nul-ll'nes (“ata flrlft " for cod,.\\'lm:h-they
aftep “’llicix t){LI;G—enm.lgh hs.h to fill the available space—is oPtn-mcd,
¢ altoq o f(' c:.Ltch is put in the well t‘o be taken alive to England,
llet-lnn(i Ill‘}l td()‘i l]u:» cargo generally being l'zlnd'(-:d at the F:n'()(? or the
of Alowiy g ;‘1“ s.  Halibut are also saved alive in the well, bat instead
g then to settle down on the bottom of the vessel, the lng-

fo

- R
} )er Al v .
thay e\{rl-lo 1111‘1.1)3’ not to be wondered at that the Xurepean fishermen should think
AThor, apl . . .
hturg of ) 'l"‘“lly large hooks are required to catelr halibut, for they use for the
bloyeq by €o¢ extravagantly hig hooks—more than double the size of the lLiooks emn-
: W Americans,
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lish fishermen suspend the halibut by their tails, believing that the fish
will keep alive much longer in this condition than in any other mannet:

The Concord was the last to leave Iceland, starting on her homeward
passage August 31. She had a fine run as far as the Grand Bank,
which she reached in nine days, having passed within sight of” Cap®
Trarewell on the way. From the Grand Bank homo she encountered
strong westerly winds and arough sea, but arrived at Glouceester on the
morning of September 18, having matde the passage in a little over
seventeen days.

The Concord is 93.63 tons register, carried the same number of men ’
aud boats that the Alice M. Williams had, and set fromn 450 to 600 hooks
to a dory. No account was kept of the number of halibut taken, but
Captain Dago estimates that he had about 6,000, Tho total wcigmf,
of flitches was 152,425 ponnds, divided as follows: 142,150 pounds of
large, 8,975 pounds of small, and 1,300 pounds of ¢“logay” fish. Be-
sides, there were 60 barrels of fins. Gross stock, $7,884.87.

The David A. Story sailed for Teeland May 12, ran a straight cours®
after passing Cape Spear, Newfoundland (saw no ice); June 6 made
the land on the southern coast of Iceland, and three days later reacllcfd
Ise Tiord, where the vessel lay in harbor until June 12, the weather,
the mean time, being stormy. Nothing was landed, however, and 10 .
pilot was taken, but a general idea was obtained of the localities wher®
halibut might be found. Captain Ryan fished chiefly in the vieinity ©
North Cape, practically on the same ground where the other schooners
got their fares. No halibut were taken inside of the 3-mile limit, fish-
ing being earried on-from 5 to 20 miles from the land, in depths \'m‘yi“g’
from 35 to 55 fathoms; the bottom rough, clean, and very ¢ catehy:
This kind of bottom, which is most generally frequented by halibut, 38
very hard on fishing gear, since the lines cateh on the rocks and aré
parted and sometimes lost. After fishing a week and taking about
1,500 halibut, he raninto Ise Fiord, where an arrangement was made, as
with the Alice M. Williamns, for a permit to land spare material, fil
water, &c., for which 400 crowns were paid.  The spare gear, empty bar-
rels, and 20 hogsheuds of salt were put on shore, a duty of 16 crowns
being paid on the salt, which at o later date was taken on board of the
vessel and used on fish,

Captain Ryan also reports having scen the floe ice for 48 hours
ing about northwest from his vessel, and distant about 14 miles.
saw several steamers in the floe engaged in catching seals.  These were
probably a portion of the Dundee (Scotland) or the Newfoundland fleet®:
He also mentions the French topsail schooners, which he says are 1
old-fashioned crafts, ranging from 80 to 125 tons; while the English
smacks were from 60 to 100 tous, 1

The following extracts from Captain Rya’s log-book will give & g"i

S

, beat”
'y

* A Danish crown equals nbout 274 ceuts,
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idea of the daily fishing, tbe weather, &c., during his stay at Iceland,
and on hig Passage home. He kept no notes of his outward passage.

2z |z
B z
8 e
-~ @ .
TF | g5
= =
o5 | =2
Date, Entries. Bo =4
<y =
Sa | 3]
S8 |3
s | g
Fd] b
\ __ R -
Tane o | givaleere ms e |
13 ATT1val 0t To Fiord, Toolan. - oo enee o eoncenreeensomnnssassasseserensneaecnss|oens s
11 INomote) ... .o ... :
19 Stormy, Loying in Barbor......oooeiiiiieiiiinn i :
13 | piue {woather).” Got nuder way ... s
1 10 and clear,  Came to anchor and made first set . oy 1M
13 odorate wind {in the morniug]. Made two berths. 11 p. ., stormy - 2 M
]E ’1,?-'"‘ ANA WAy %o iiieiae . ceeieceaecanecieeeeanonnnns 3 Do
17 Windgy [probably a fresh broeze). : : i
18 | 2 2'Y fine; wind changeable ..... - 2 1
19 S‘nu"t'-‘l'y. with tain ..oee.... - 3 s
20 | 3 trong westor Iy wind.eo oo oo e cirrieeaaien H a5y
9 'mﬁtlgl i.om; stormy at 6 p. m, Gotunder way
2 OUL into Ine FiOTh. (GOb WALOT. .0 ecmaae cemenonansoeemomanassareenroasss
i‘i Got undor W’;fv (xm:l left the harbor). At & p. m. anchored and sot trawls.. ; i
24 indy from the east. Remainod At ADNCLOT ..o zaneeeaceeaceoneeeeenns ) oin
or | Jasterly rrale, with snow. At anchor..... H Tos
vg ;. fine; p. . stormy. Shifted o Lerth o
57 .ttr5 f. m,, atrong _waster]ly ;:x;lo. ﬁg anc{wr. . :
b rong wostorly gale with rain. ANClOT ..o e P
jg "Tol“K West,oﬂ; i‘vind. Modorated inp. m.  Got trawls and got nnde ¥ .. } ].l'
oderate in p."m. Sot [trawls].. ..oociiianiiini i e T
30 ot under w:ly.,v in tho nEorningJ[nftor landing gear] and set undor sail.  Blus- ' g 53
TULY ) | POTY DO IHIARIGR. . « . eeeeneeesosrm e soasesacnannnoesnnnnsanemmesnnsncmaneanes IR
2 - I very fine; p. m. windy. Got under way at North CnFo ......... Qi |
s 0. very moderato. Amnchored and set trawls; up anchor [in p. m.]. sh ! 1 : 19
berth, and set again.. .ol s oo
‘e m’";{"’") fine, moderate, and cl:ml:‘. i%hlft,ed a borth 2 | 2
IV fine and moderate. Shifted berths. ......ccocoee eonionnn. 2 2
Vory flue, moderato, and clear. Up anchor and shifted berths. ﬁ Egl‘:
Sry¥ moderate, with onstorly wim{,nud fO . cieeeienniinenns [07 G
}{(.)dera‘-e. with fom. .o ieieeas R i - A =0
Vindy from enstward.  Got nnder way and ran into Iso Fiord. dee :
O¥ing at anchor ju Iso Fiord...... e e eee temeeeaaes
n Lse Fiord Eduriug a, m.{. Got under way and went to sena.
gm’"g enstorly wind., Did notfish........ " e
Strong castorly wind. Went into Doyor (7) Xiord and anchored .

olrong wind, “Laying at anchor, Fillod WALeT . ...-eewoeeeen..

ot under way, w'ilhl:qh'ou;; easterly wind. Amncliored
L“)’mg at anchor in Adevig (7). Strong wind.-.......
aying in Adovig

#. m. got undor way. Workoed northerly, and act trawls.  Fino weather. . !l . i
LCTY moderato and clear. Weighod anchor and sot undersail.............. q : I i)
Tuo [wenthor]. Loft North Cape aud stood to the wostward. Sot uuder eail.: 2y o

21 Tozzy ina. m.; clear in p. m. Sot undor sail.  Spoke tho Concord .. .. i
= | Yougy in a.m.  Anchored and set gear. Clonr p. m. Up auchor and stood to \ ) 50

22 L e B L ST !

23 Very fige, Sailed to the westward of Patrick’s Fiord and sot goar. - D
2 Jder way and ran to tho oastward. Vory moderate off Iso Fiord... .. oar Yt

‘%',;,Vm!podemw. Ran by Cape North, bound custerly. Spoko the Alico M.
= L L e seieemnaes SSCIRTTEESI CERE i
g‘é Jery Mmodorate, Anchored off Skaga (1) Point and sct trawls.  Wind ensterly. } gg
b1 Aﬁ"\{' moderate wosterly wind. Under wayrx.ull day... ! 5

*C chored ng Grimaoy.;” Sot under sail. Wind wost - .-....
alwsoPtain 1

;7{.5'5 Noteg i);mt‘] t(’%l" mo that ho got undor way and shifted & berth every day, though this is not
1 L the log-book. ) . - .
in ‘gul:lm way prnhuhlv at its boight beforo it was timoe te hegin fishing in tho mornml;_i, but ](,il\]‘)
e have A it Ulew frosly, ind waa very nosty and disagrecable weather all day. It could not, ‘3(' ;
the fag Q? blown 5 zalo or anything liko it during the greator part of the day, for it is ov u.iom,.f u‘)rxl
With, "y, 12 tW0 oty worn ninde and 240 halibut taken, thut Ilshiug operations wore not mEo;‘] Ci:c(n"
ey, WOII;? ]x::‘ml(’"c“ of a gale, in tho ordinary acceptation of the tevm, particularly amonyg fls
e Prevented ingr. ) )
liimac}, " ullu(ﬁd l!l(l,l.:{::l\lgti:‘ Captaip Ryan, ho tells me, is i sinll rocky island lhfntvi;tg:‘(l;_
8pecicy, ’v o nembery of son hirds, chiefly gulls, eider ducks, sed pigeona, wurrea. and ?’:‘lﬁ’lu“’)
T® vory o '8 conneotioy it miy bo stated, on the authoerity of Captain Ryan, that ln\;_'(loml_( fines)
Mothm" C car C0 ahout Teplana only two birds of this kind having been seen during the cutir © su (f'h’a-
ler arey’y chickenw o not ecenr thero at all, not a single ono hnving been reen. hp"-{:ws& heie
Sdant. una also paraquoets.  During the month of July the unrres ]"'“\‘ﬁ)m(:ll Lot
may |, o Pair of birds), aml until tho nestlings are abloe to pro out to acek lhunl (Z‘i‘l::hiu'- sronl,
O 8cen in the worning leaving the land by the hundreds awd tlying off to the 28
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5 |3
‘ B | =
Z.178 .
et [ )
3 22
. w= -
Date. Entriea. so =4
= Aa
= g L @
A
1 2 | ©
v .
July 28 V?:}' moderate. Aunchored and set trawls. Up anchor and set at Grimsey ! 2 126
BlANd e ieteem e ieiaaea | 65
29 | Windy from southeast. Anchored at Grimsey Island ... 1,
30 | Very moderate. Got under way, stood on the tishing grou i " 176
s 2 A ! I a6
31 : Fine, clear, and moderate . : : ]
Ang. 1! Vory fine und moderate. Shifted berthis. Spoke the Concord . ... ........ : H | 8l
2| Foggyin a.m,, windy fnp. m. _Anchored at Grimsey l;;luml and tilled wat -
3 . Very stormy; easterly wind. Laying at anchor at Grimsey ]nlnml.' .......... [
4 | Lasterly storimn continnes.  Still anchored at G rimisey lsland.  Got under
way, but anchoved again ... ... L. . e e s -l 1
5! Northeast wind and foggy. Up anchor sud set under sail.  Ancho i |
Poopomoandset.. ... 00 TR N ..
6 ' Fogry in a. m., with northerly wind. Up anchor and nlnn.cd a l)‘el'Lh ......... : ] | 53
7 Windy irom southeast. Got under way, and anchoved again at Flatty Island.! ! I 107
8 . Very fine, moderate, and ¢loar  Anchorel on ﬂ.uhim_' gronund and set gear.. .. 2 125
9 : Very fino and moderate. Off Flatty Island. Tilled water............... i bed 100
10 | Windy from the southenst. Made two scts under sail .. . e
11 i Very fine. Undor way all day ; railing westerly . ........ ..|l ; 19
12 | Very fine. Anchiored and ret.  Up anchor and got under w nga Bank. ! L s
14 | Disagrecublo weather ; fogey, with eastorly wind ..., P LI P TP T TR PR PPP o 138
14 | Fino weather, with varinble winda. Up anchor anit shitted a lw,t“lﬁl .- -1« S
15 | Modcrate, with rain. At 4 p. m. wearhor tine. Up auchor and shiftod n_ln:rlh. v s
16 . Southorly wind and fine weathor. Shifted a berth.  Got under way at 7 . m. e
17 | Under why standing to the westward, At 10, . camo to unchor in Ise Fiord|.....- -
18 | Took on board all barrels proviously lunded, aud filled wator ................. .
19 1 "Look sall on Lonrd that had been landed ... . ..., e
20 | Wind northorly. Got under way and cameo out of Ixo Tiord . ..... . N
21 0 Very windy from southwest. At 8 p. m. anchored on Skagn Bank ... ... 148
22 1 Strong southerly wind. Bavomoter, 28.80 . ... ... ....cciiiiaeiias 1
23 | Moderate easterly wind. Strong tido on Skaga Bank. ... .

[l -]
-
5

24 | Fine weather and moderate.  Old {ground] swell on Skaga Ban
25 | Fino and moderate. Got under way und stood to the westward.

CRPO n P ..o e [ PR
26 }Iom!.)wnr( bound. Heading to the wostwurd with a strong SSW. wind, e
At d P reofed BRIIS. ... e e e et s el
27 | Very maderate in n. m., with heavy swell. At 4 p.on. mado sail. Wind | )
1 _hwortheasterly ..., S S I .
28 ¢ Very moderato; variable winds........

29 | Moderate aoutherly wind, with rain showers.oo.ooeeae..
30 | Moderato in a. m. Stronyg east wind and rain showors in p. mn
31 Fino and clear, with northwestorly wind. Moderate in pon..
Sept. 1| Easterly wind, with showors . ...... T
2 | Strong southerly wind, with vuin. Reefod sails in p.m.
3 . Westerly gale. " Hove toat 6a. m.. e
4 | Madomailat 3a. m. Strong northerly wind., .
5 | Seathorly wind, with rain, in a. m. Changed to westerly in p. m

6 ! Strong ewsterly wind, with fogand vin. .o oo 00 L il
7 i Strong castorly wind in a.m. Moderating at 4 p.wm. Sichted the Nowfound- 1 |,
landeonnt . “. ..

Saw numerous jeeborgs ... L.l .. ..
9 Wind WNW. At4p. . paased Cape Race, N. 17 .
10 | Wiod moderato and changeablo in a. m.; novtherly .

Cape Pine, N, 10 . iiieeeeieereaaan
11 ! Moderate ina, ., Wind b ing up from 8S§SW. in p.m.  Moderato galo at |

P ettt imeeet ieeeae e
12 | Wind westorly. eavy swell.. At 1 p. m. made Capo Canso .
13 Wind NNW.; fino and cloar. Passcd-Cape Santhro wt 7 p. m.
14 | Wind NNW.  Passed Capo Sable at 10a. m ... -

n 0 b g
trom which thoy return soon after, carrying lant jn their beaks to feed thoir young. A"P“f}f,‘éd for
ginning of August tho younyg murres take to the water. At first they cannot dive, and nw'](;“l hey
with the utmost solicitudo by their pavents. Cuptain Ryan tolls mo that the old birds, W oot tho
find n vessol is approaching them and their offapring, muke the moest desperate cfforts to ]m;"m fo
yet feeblo fledgling, and show their nuxioty and concorn by koceping up a continuous n(-,rtzultlil“rl-‘ (ol
tells how, oit one ocension. his vessel was approaching a pait of old birds, which had between util o
little one. "Lhe frantic efforts of the parents having failed togot the young one far from the p nan ho
vessel, one of the old bivds roso to y and made 2 desporate dash alinost Into the fuco of "t]m onemY
was looking over the schoonet’s bow, amd which the unhzppy bird appeared to think was
againgt which it must protect ity youny.
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This closes the log. The vessel, however, arrived in Gloucester Sep-
tembey 15, and soon after her arrival her fish were sold and her cargo
\n}s discharged. :

o ‘l;rl:e Davia A. Story is 86.90 f()ns; and carried the same complement
€1l and dories as the other vessels that went on the same voyage.
ane(f(;:'d;"g'to U:L])tai].l' }lynn, she weighed off 139,30(? pounds of flitches,
cach Ad 56 barrels of fins; her gross stock was $7,600, crew shared, to
L man, $220,

Illet.a\{:-mliu Dago tells me that the French z?ud Iﬁhlgl'isll fishermen he
Sump, ltl at Icela{ul. ‘stated' that the weather x.s exceedingly rough some
elie\fé:;-on the fishing ‘grom‘]ds of t-'ha.t- region, 80 mu?h S0 t}mt they

. 1t would De entirely impracticable to earry on fishing in bouts.

€ was algo informed that fishing operations are sometimes interrapted
as;‘et‘];e ﬂ‘oe‘icc ﬂl:‘lt 1~; (]l‘i}'en on the coa-st-.' Such an instance oceurred
%uﬁng'({d-‘l‘s ago, it is said, when the entire fleet at Jcelffmd was kept
rove @ 1n port for several weeks, by @ large mass of 'ﬂoc ice that
illg theOIvl the (j'oa-st3 completely‘ 1)!0(:]{&(111:{;‘ th.e h:u'bm"s zm.d prevent-
OCeurre v f!sse]s unprls'(med therein from moving in .u,n'y direction. Sll()?l

o tlngces are,‘I belx(.zve,‘somcwlmt rare. And lt.lS -.11t0gct,h.er possi-
I'Oun(t]' future investigations Inay result in .th(? discovery of halibut
evey W]s 02 parts of the Icelandic cogst whe.re fishing may be prosecuted

en the northern part of the island is beset with ice-floes.

! > L] . . .
8 01?11 dthc purposes of comparison it secems desirable that a statement
b

8

. ay arrive at correct conclusions regarding the value of the
'8 at Teeland, and estimate intelligently their importance.

(,mylio[‘g“'l‘es given below of the Greenland c‘ut.cll are appm.\'im.:l.tions
Dresen rather round numbers—but are §11ﬂ|(slently :‘(f"}ll"‘tf’ tor t}Je
L ti";op'lrlhose. ’l‘l.le stnt(%mel:ts concerning the locahr.lc‘s fxshed in,
Bath ere(‘ feml‘l()‘yed in Davis bprmt, &e., are based on 111101“111;»(;1911
— rom (,:lp‘t-a,m Byron ]]m_‘es and others who wore engaged this

The sc]ll the halibut fisher, at Greenland. .
Dounqy Ofl(t)lqner M. H. Pcrlfllls, of Gloucester, had a fare of 353,000
dgers [_lt‘clles caught off (:ot‘hﬂ-ab; and the sc.hooncr I‘?m;bcrt M.
ose :\’,effx leOllcestex', cgught 7f;’000 poundf of ﬁltches,(‘)ﬁ Gothaal.
Yron o’r‘I](; Ul‘e. two carliest {u'rjvals Ir_om (1’1'eeuland. The schf)onm‘
talkey, ,()ﬂ'(‘- ubnico, Nova Scotl_:.\,, had a izu:e of 74,000 1)01.1nds of ﬂ:tch(ss
lang frmn”;tlm"ﬂ). X Captain Hines, her skipper, says he fished at Green-
1)re‘,em;0d f une-%‘ to September 4. The }'essels, he tells mez were
qu‘“ltit}iég Orifml .h.s.lnng sou.th of Gotglnnab, owing to t‘he pr?seuce of large
Teacheq 1;11 dl"{tvllxg floc-ice. Ie states th:‘u; all of the (xreenl:}-nd flect
. ¢ fishing grounds in Davis Strait about the same time that

e ld
lanq 11’1 ];a“]e]b’, near the last of June. The vessels were allowed to
a

but the erial this swmner without interference from the authorities,

Initteq nh-ﬂ he“}mn were informed that hercafter they would not be per-
18 brivilege which they have heretofore always enjoyed. The
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Danish authorities also object to the employment, on board of Americall
or British vessels, of the Bskimo; and natives that were on board of the
Byron and Ilerman Babson, the latter of Gloucester, were taken out ¢
those vessels by a Danish war steamer. ,

The schooner Tlerman Babson brought home about 60,000 pounds 0‘_
flitches.  The schooner Mary T.. of Gloucester, took 50,000 pounds of
flitches oft Cape Amalia, and the schooner Mist, of the same pm-'t-,
brought in about 70,000 pounds of flitches from the Cape Amali?
ground.

It will be seen from the foregoing that the vessels that went to Teo-
land averaged more than double the catch of those which resorted t0
Davis Strait, and it is reasonable to assume that the Teeland fleet may
be much larger next year than it was during the past season.

GLOUCESTER, MAss., Seplember 24, 1884.



