INL.—TESTIMONY IN REGARD TO THE PRESENT CON-
DITION OF THE FISHERIES, TAKEN IN 1871

NEwWPORT, RHODE ISLAND,
o o © Awugust 1,1871.

. The following reports were all made by a phonographic reporter, Mr:
H. E. Rockwell, of Washington, and are intended to present the words
of the witnesses, without alteration ; ,

‘HENRY O. TIFFT: .

There are very few fish indeed now, to what there used to be. ' They
_are growing scarcer every year; they are much scarcer this year than
last, I think. I bear people who fish say that they cannot do any-
thing to what they could once. One of them told me he had been out
and fished a week, and did not catch a black-fish. The traps catch them
up in the spring of the year. The tautog are a species that go up the
Providence River to spawn ; it is salt water all the way up. We used
to catch scup and tautog, a8 many as we wanted, away-up Providence
River; butthey don’t catch scup now. I don’t think they could go any-
where in Narragansett Bay and catch scup with a hook and line. I |
don’t think they catch them much in the pounds. ,

Mr. MAoy. If you were to take a vote of the people, I think it would
be ten to one against the use of pounds. All the people say to me that
the pounds are the cause of the diminution of the fish.

Mr. TIFFT. Most of the traps are in the river; none outside. They
are in the East and West Bays, and all the way up on both shores
nearly half-way up to Providence. There is a trap-seine at Point Judith
now; there is a pound everywhere that they can drive stakes, There
are three times as many pounds this year as last; it is & money-making
business, and all want to go into it. They say the legislature has no
power to stop them, and will keep on fishing if they are prosecuted.
Tht_a fish strike at Point Judith before they do in West Bay. It seems
as if they were coming from the south. Traps were put down first at
Saughkonet. In the spring of the year you will see little spring-bass
in the market, about six inches long, taken in these nets. The majority
of them are small when they first come. ,

Mr, MAoYy. Sixteen or eighteen years ago there were five.vessels went
out from here, fishing for mackerel, but they sunk money in it and
dropped the business. .
Isian: Tirpr., There are some pounds on the south end of Providence

sland, on both sides of the Canonicut, and through the east and west
p?ssagesg up as far as Tiverton. Scup are out of the question. All kinds
of fish are killed out, and the breeding broken up. I think, what the
pound.mfm call small scup, that they say they catch so plenty this year,
are skip-jacks.* They look almost precisely alike when small. The skip-
jack i8 a small species ;" never grows large; the only difference from the
scup 18, that the gkip-jack has finer scales than the scup. The skipjack
grow about four or five inches long. They are caught about the
wharves here; but no scup has a chance to spawn in our waters. .

* This i8 & mistake; the fish in question are smull soup.~S. F B.
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Mr. MacY. The squeteague are four times as plenty now as I have
ever seen them before, and keep increasing. In 1830 we caught the first
blue-fish in Nantueket; but in 1831 my uncle caught a barrel which he
salted. They became plenty afterward, and contibued so up to the year
of the plague that killed off all the Indians but two children. They all
disappeared that year. ,

Mr. J. J. CURRY, dealer in fish:

The Spanish mackerel are caught in this vicinity. They are more
gearce this year than usual. The blue-fish run about as last year, but
larger. I have kept a fish-market here six years. I donot think the
‘blue-fish scarcer than they were six years ago. There was a time, six
years ago, when in August, for three days, we could not get any. 1do
not know that there are any more traps used now than there were six
years ago. We get all our fish for market here in this neighborhood,
except halibut, round mackerel, and salmon ; these come from Boston.
Six years ago the price of Spanish mackerel was forty cents a pound;
now they are worth.a dollar a pound. Salmon are selling for fifty cents
a pound. I buy my fish from the pound-men, paying about fifty-five
cents a pound for Spanish mackerel. Last year we had four times as
many Spanish mackerel as formerly. They were first caught here four
years ago. We get eight cents a pound for blue-fish; never sell them
for less than that. Flat-fish we can hardly give away in this market.
We get eight cents a pound for weak-fish, (squeteague.) We.do pot sell
many round mackerel ; we cannot get more than ten or twelve cents a
pound for them fresh, and, when salted, they sell for eighteen cents
Scup bring five cents apiece on an average; not more than six oreight
cents a pound. = We get no seup scarcely.

SAMUEBL ALBRO, dealer in fish: «

We get forty cents a pound for sheep’s-head ; they sre taken in the
West Bay. We gel five cents a pound for flat-fish, (lounders;) take
anything we can get for them ; they are not much used here, "We get
half a dollar a pound for salmon. There is one kind of flat-fish, that we
call pucker-mouth, that is better than the other kind. For lobsters we
get five cents a pound. I think blue-fish are more plenty than last year.
Tautog arescarce. George Crabb* makesfive dollarsaday catching tautog
with a hook and line the year round. He will averagea hundred pounds s,
day. In the spring our market would not be as well supplied with fish if it’
were not for the pounds, because they can catch them in pounds before
they will bite the hook.” Down at Gooseberry Island they took in one
pound as myny as 10,000 barrels of small scup, s0 small that'they did
not waut them; the net was so full that they could not baul it, and bad
to catch hold of the bottom of it and tip them out. They were spawned
south. They never saw such a lot-of young scup here before. It was
from the 14th to the 18th of May that they caught so many young scup.
The big ones came along about from the 1st to the 10th of May., .

FRANOCIS BRINLEY, €sq., chairman of the Cominission on fisheries of
Rhode Island: :

We had many meetings of the Commission in different parts of the
State to make inquiries, and found the people generally ready to answer
them, though some hesitated. As a general thing, the pound or trap
men here would not attend the meetings, although invited through the
notices in the newspapers. Mr. Stevens did not appear before the Com-

* See George Crabb’s testimony, p. 30, to the contrary.
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mission, nor did he respond to the interrogatories sent him.. There has
been a new development of this question since our last report was made.
It is Jikely that the subject will come up next winter; it is largely. a
political question here, There was a bill prepared last spring in the
senate, about which there is a good deal of feeling, as it varies from the
bill which I prepared, in applying to the whole State of Rhode Island.
Originally I took the ground that we would try the experiment of run-
ning the line in a particular manner. That was opposed because it was
unequal, and it was said, ¢ This is a partial line.” Now they say to the
pound-men, ‘You have had time to get out of this business and pull

‘up your traps; and having been forewarned, we will now run the line
the whole length of the waters of the State.” It is possible there may
be some resistance on account of want of jurisdiction, as .gentlemen ot
the profession are generally willing to embark in such matters. In
Oonnecticut they h#ve passed a law prohibitin g the catching of shad in

- pounds after this year. :
+ Mr. LYMAN, In Connecticut they set their pounds to the west of
Connecticut River; they do not catch enough east of it to make the
business pay. '

Mr. MAoY. I know that a few years ago you could go out back of the
fort and catch as many scup as you wanted; but I would like to see
any one catch a scup there now. They said the people in Connecticut
and Massachusetts are catchin g in nets, and why should we be cut off
here? We catch shad very rarely here. Excepting very early in the
Season we get them from the East. About fifty-five or fifty-six years
ago they caught shad plenty around Nantucket.

- Mr. LymMAN. ‘That was a- sporadic run, about which there was some-
thing very curious. .

Mr. BRINLEY. In the Providence Press, within two or three days,
there has been g, very strong article, in which the writer speaks of the
great number of young scup which have been caught, even within the
Waters hiear the city, except where the water was charged with impuri-
ties, these young fish having got the advantage of the net fishermen by
coming in two weeks earlier this year than usual. :

PrOfessor BAmRD. Does he mean to imply that these same young scup
come in year by year % : R )

Mr. BRINLEY. No; that they escaped the nets this year, in conse-
quence of coming in two weeks earlier than usual. Young scup have
been killed in Providence Bay by the impurity of the water.

General C. 0. VAN ZaNDT. I was chairman of a committee of the
legislature on the subject of the shell-fish, and I found that the impuri-
ties had a great influence. We found oysters with a perceptible odor
of coal-tar, that were taken five or six miles down the bay. This was
80me years since.

a I SAMUEL PowEL. The people who are interested in this question

: bngOt understand it at all as a whole. I think many facts are needed

tmOT‘? We-can act correctly in regard to it. To attempt to stop the

¢ tiggmg Would not be useful in the end, asthe traps gather great quan-

time °§‘ fish in a short time—more than the lines could do in a long

dded he matter here is now fought off till next January, I am

we % Yoo theory; but there is a curious fact that the fish come this
year, bringing their little ones with them., :
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NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, August 2, 1871,

J. M. K. SOUTEWICK : A

T am not now a practical fisherman, although I have fished many
years with traps and nets of different kinds. The question is one which
excites considerable feeling, We have two styles of nets; what is called
the trap, and the heart-seine or pound.

[These were illustrated by drawings in this manner :]
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There is no bottom to the trap-net, and it must be watched all the
time. Fish, when not excited, will remain in it some time, especially
scup ; but menbaden are apt to get out unless they are closely watched.

The first trap is set at Franklin Hollow, to catch the fish as they run
south, on the eastern shore of the West zPassuge. It has a leader of
gsomething like a bundred fathoms. Traps have been tried on the west
shore, but no fish are caught there in the spring.

There is a heart-seine in Mackerel Cove, which has a leader.of about
seventy-five fathoms., There are two set near Fort Adams. I set one
five years at Pine-Tree Beach, having a leader of forty-five fathoms.
The leader is generally set perpendicular to the shore. There i8 a heart-
seine at Coddington’s Cove. The rest are usually traps. 1 catch fish
usually by the 10th of May. This year the fish came earlier, and prob-
ably could have been caught by the 1st of May. The fish were ten days
later at Coddington’s Cove than at Pine-Tree Cove. When the fish first
come in the spring, we catch a few at first, and then a hundred or two,
and then pretty soon several hundred barrels. The first run is generally
larger than the later. The first run of scup that comes in, is generally of
large scup, all large, weighing from two to three pounds. Then, per-
haps a week afterward, the smaller scup, two-thirds the-size of the
others come in ; and two weeks later they come that weigh from half to
three-quarters of a pound. The last run are smaller, and many not
worth saving, and many pass through the meshes of the net.
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There is 2 phenomenon that has happened this year not commonly
observed by fishermen before. The Saughkonet and all the other fish-
ermen—I come in contact with all—report to me that they saw the
small scup in vast quantities about the tine they were taking up their
nets ; they described them as being from half an inch long up to three
inches. That was about the 1st of June. Still later they were reported
to be further up the bays; and in July Mr. Arnold, of West Greenwich,
told me that the river up there seemed to be full of them.

From the middle to the last of May the heart-seines are put dowa at
different points along higher up the bays; some of them may have been
Put in about the 1st of May, but they do not begin fishing much unti}
a little later. I have a heart-seine now at Dutch Island Harbor, in the
‘West Bay. ’ . . ‘

Flat-fish are caught about here in the winter. .

Qaptain Oalhoun stated to me that he saw the first secup caught here,
which was placed on exhibition at the United States Hotel. There is a
tradition that they first occurred here about 1793, and the sheep’s-head
disappeared here about that time. 'There have been more sheep’s-head
caught here this season than I have ever known. . I have seen a dozen
in the market at once.

S_cup bhave been much more abundant this year than at any time-
ggrilndg the last five or six years;.still, not so plenty as at some former

riods,

The blue-fish have not shown themselves very plenty yet this year;
they have been rather scarce. There have not been 8o many as last
year, up to the present time. .

Ithink the squeteague have been as plenty as ever before ; they have
been very plenty indeed. _

About.the time that the blue-fish come, the scup disappear.

There is no doubt but that the great majority of the fish are destroyed
while in their spawn or small fry. - :

In May the spawn of the scup is found in différent degrees of devel-
Opment ; while some are quite ready to spawn, others have it developed
but little. Some have no spawn in them. I saw six cleaned in the
month of May, of which only one had spawn; there might have been
the same number taken, and every one had spawn in it. .

We catch in our traps and pounds the scup in largest quantity ; next
come the sea-bass; then, squeteague; then, blue-fish; and then the
g:ci;i(i)sh, called- the brail, the pucker-mouth, and the flounder; then,

utog.

The great bulk of the fish caught in the pounds goes to New York.

- I have known scup sold as low as fifty cents a barrel, five or six years
8go. They sometimes sell fish for just what they can get, because they
chDOt be kept long enough to get them to market. Sea-bass bring
‘t"e :‘19 the same price as scup generally—about five centsa pound. Sque-
cen%gf_brmg four cents; blue-fish, five cents; flat-fish, from two to three
here. - many have been sold for two cents each. Very few fish are salted

rf’ except the herring.

de}lha»d.en are second to scup in number of pounds caught; they are
use . or oil and bait. One gang caught 1,500 barrels of menhaden last
week. There gre three or four oil-works on this island. This season is
reported to be the begt; for many years for menhaden. For bait they are
sold for a dollay g barrel, and sometimes a dollar and a half. When
sold for manure, they bring about thirty cents a barrel. The purse-néts -
supply the dil-works generally with menhaden.
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JOHEN D. SWAN- : .

I have been fishing about forty-eight years, with hook and line; have
never used traps or seines of any kind—nothing more than agill-net for
herring for bait. Ihave fished about Brenton’s Reef, mostly for black-
fish, (tautog.) I think tautog is about as plenty this year as last; but
not so plenty as five years ago. FEighteen or twenty years ago, in two
hours I could get as many as I wanted. Then we got four or five cents
a pound at retail; now we get eight cents. If we get fifty poundsaday
now’, and work hard, we do a pretty good business. I sell to families;
dealers give only about five cents a pound. :

Ihave not seen a scup this season in the water. We used to catch
them when fishing for tautog. I have not seen the run of young scup
that there is so much said about; I have not seen young scup this year
in greater quantity than usual.

We did not formerly catch scup with the hook until ten days after
they were seen. They used to run so thick that they would crowd one
another up out of water. There was one place where they run over a
point where the water was nine feet deep, and they were so thick as to
be crowded out of water, I went there thisspring in the month of May,
~and did not see a scup there. .

Mr. SouTHWIOK. It was reported that seup have been seen there,

Mr. SwaN. Scup have been dwindling off ever since the traps ap-
peared, and T attribute the diminution to the traps.

Mr. SouTHEWICK, I think it is due to some increase of enemies. I
think all fish, if left alone, would multiply at certain periods and become
very numerous, until their particular enemies increased and destroyed
their spawn. We know that all spawn has enemies. I do not think
there has been 8o much decrease as is asserted; I think it has been
principally in the bays and not in the waters generally. They are
scarce in the’ bay from over-fishing by the great number of fishermen
around the shores. In fishing for bass, they will play with the bass they
hook until he drives all the other fish away. I think that has an effect
on the bass. The scup, I think, are affected by the impurities of the
water in coming up the bay. The appearance of the blue-fisk and the
impurities of the waters from the manufactories keep out the scup.

. Mr. SwaN. I have not caught a blue-fish this year except when fish-
ing for bass; they are not plenty enough to be worth fishing for.

Mr. SouTEWIoK. My observation shows that the blue.fish have been
less than last year, They struck in very scattering. :

Question. When were scup first seen this season ¥ : .

Mr. SOUTHWIOR. Somewhere about the third of May, at Pine-Tree
Cove. Frequently we do not' see them, though they are in the water.
They swim slowly and almost always with the tide. I think they drift
backward and forward with the tide; unless frightened, they never go .
against the tide. :

Mr. OBED K1nG. There is not three days difference between Watch
Hill and Gay Head. This season they caught scup at Gay Head first.

Mr. SourEWICK. I used to think it was safe not to put in my net at
Pine-Tree Oove till I heard of thé fish being caught down near the light-
boat, off the mouth of the harbor. That was so well established as being
safe to act upon, that I should not hesitate now to act upon it. For
three years, I think, the 10th, 11th, and 12th of May were first days on
which scup were caught. This year they seined them about the 3d of
May. Sea-bass were more plenty at Saughkonet this year than last.

Mr. SWAN. I have not found them so plenty.

Mr. SOUTHWICK. I fished at Pine-Tree Cove five years, and for the
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first four years I did not exceed four or five hundred pounds a month.
This year I got at some single hauls more than during the whole former
Season. ILast year I got as many as twelve or fifteen hundred-weight.
I do not know the cause of the diminution of the scup, but I think they
may have diminished from the same cause that many other fish have
that were never caught in our traps, such as the bull’s-eye; the old fisher-
men say they used to catch them in large quantities.

Mr. SWAN. They used to be here every season. They disappeared
twenty-five years ago. There is not one to ten striped bass that there
used to be. They catch the small ones by hundreds, in the traps, early
in the season. _

Mr. SourEWIOK. We take up the. traps after May, and do not put
them down again at all. The heart-seines are kept down through the
season, because the heart-seines do not need watching, and you can go
and get the fish out at any time, the fish remaining in them. The traps
are best when the fish come in large bodies. We catch menhaden in
the traps sometimes, but we have to work very quick. The heart-seines
are supposed to catch all the time.

Mr. KING. Nine out of ten of the fish have spawn in them in the
spring ; they are slow and lie around, and will not runl out of a square
trap. ~ Gill-nets are used around here too; they catch blue-fish in them
outsxd_e, but they are much more scarce than formerly. They say scup
are blind when they first come, but it is not so; they move slow because
they are full of spawn. Large bass are caught here in the winter, in
deep water, with clam-bait, but they are slow in biting. In one winter
they were thrown up in great numbers on Block 1sland, frozen to death.

he pucker-mouth is caught in winter in shallow water ; the other flag
fish go into deeper water.

Mr. Swan. 1 caught a Spanish mackerel about twenty yearsago. We
should not get many now were it not tor the traps.

Mr. SouTEWIOK. They are caught only iu the Leart-seines, because the
Square traps are taken ap before they come in. )

I. SWAN. I can remember when the blue-fish first came in; they did
Xot cateh them when 1 was a boy. It must have been forty years ago
Wwhen, at one time that I had been fishing for tautog, I trolled for blue-
fish, and got several that day. Twenty years ago we could catch scup
ln any quantity, but since the traps came in they dwindled off. -

r. SouTEWIOK. Nobody disputes the fact that scup have of late years
been less plenty than formnerly. They showed themselves quite plenty
last year.” Near Bristol Ferry they caught them in plenty.

r. KiNG. There were not so many barrels shipped to New York this
year as last. ‘ '

- Mr. SourHEWICK. That is no criterion. The great bulk of the fish are
Sent directly to New York from the traps in vessels.
laét - KIN@. There have not been half so many vessels on the river as

Season. I have not caught three scup in three years.
than i SoUTEWICK. The pounds about Point Judith have taken more
v 10 10 any year for three years; that is the general jnformation. There
18 one trap, near the Spouting Rock at Watch Hill, which has been more
successful in getti & scup this year than for a nuamber of years.

WILLIAM Denygg, Esq.:

Question. Have v, id a i the political economy of
this ﬁShillg"questioi ;1 paid any attention to P

Answer. I am g Newporter, and am here every &ear fo.r about two
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months, and I fish all the while with a line. I have fished regularly
gsince 1828, and know something about it. Compared with the fishing
twenty years ago, under the same conditions, the number of tautog
caught now would not be more than one-eighth as many. There are no
scup now ; I have not caught one this year. I have been fishing two
weeks, and fishing where scup ought to be very abundant; I have not
caught one or seen one. I consider thewm nearer gone than the Indians.
Twenty years ago 1 used to go outside for my fishing mostly, and my
car would hold from one hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds. In
the ordinary coudition of weather 1 would fill it and be home by nine
o’clack in the morning; and when I left off fishing, having caught as
many as I wanted, I could have caught as many more if 1 wished. I
think that now, fishing the same time, under the same circumstances,
on the same ground, if I saved all that I could, and exhausted my ability,
and got twenty-five pounds of all kinds of fish, I should do well. 1
fished for nothing except tautog. I first began to appreciate a difference
within ten or twelve years—a very sensible difference. I never saw
any difference until traps were set. I know that, after the traps had
been in successful operation a short time, there was a clear diminution
of the fish, the same that there always is in countries where birds are
trapped. You cannot shoot up the game—neither woodcock nor pin-
nated grouse; and you cannot exterminate the fish with the hook and
line. Consequently there was no -diminution until the traps-were set
here., Of course the fish are diminishing all the while. I don’t believe
that to-morrow morning you can take a box of crabs, and go out and catch
a hundred pounds a day for a week. We don’t know what they take in
traps. They say they never get any, although other people have seen
them carried off by the cartload. They take everything from a shark
down to a large chogset. The very moment you sink your trap to the
bottom, you are sure to take shark as any other fish. Those who fish for
striped Dbass tell me they are very secarce. I have been here two weeks,
and have caught a few fine tautog, but I have caught them all ia the
river; and of course that is no way to determine whether there are any
fish, because if there were one or two hundred fish here at this time, .
they would be sea-fish that came into the river. I remember very well
when the blue-fish came here.

Mr. 8waN. The blue-fish were small when they first came bere, not
weighing over a pound and a balf. The biggest 1 ever caught weighed
fourteen pounds. I think I have seen one weighing eighteen pounds.

Mr. DENNIS. I have my own theory about squeteague. I was fishing,
six or seven years ago, off Point Judith, when I hooked the first sque-
teague I ever caught here. I then took twelve large fish, weighing
seven or eight pounds. I take it they require a peculiar kind of bait,-
which is becoming more abundant than it has been. There is only one
fish here that maintains its numerical integrity ; that is the chogset.

Mr. SouTEwIicK. Nothing but menhaden are used for manure. In
the five years that I fished I never sold any to be put on land, except
about two barrels of waste fish. I bave sold, perhaps, in that time,
seventy-five barrels of menhaden.

Mr. SWAN. We find the tautog two or three miles from land in winter,
and the chogset stow away in deep water. Lobsters are pretty scarce
now. Last year 1 averaged forty a day in my pots; this year not more
thau twenty-five or thirty. They sometimes burrow themselves up in
the sand. .

" Captain SHERMAN fully indorsed the statement of Mr. Ddunis. He
had been fishing with him a' great deal. There has been a general de-
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preciation of the fish since the traps have been set. The bays are so
blocked up with nets that the fish cannot come in. It will not-admit of
an argument. I can think of nothing else than the traps as the cause-of
the diminution. : ,

Mr. SOUTEWICK. If traps are the sole cause of the diminution of the
scup, what could have been the cause of the diminution of the bull’s-
eye, sea-bass, blue-fish, and squeteague, all of which have disappeared
almost wholly in this century, and again returned, with the exception of

_the bull’s eye? I am told the sea-bass disappeared about thirty years
ago, and then came on again,

Mr. SwAN. I never knew them to disappear. About fifteen years ago,
one 4th of July, I trolled for blue-fish while going out to my lobster-
pots, and I got a striped bass that weighed thirty pounds. After I had
hauled my pots, I caught two more, one weighing nineteen and the other
twenty-one pounds. On the 8th of July I went again, and, after hauling
my pots, I cut up a little lobster and fixed my bait, and when I threw
my line it got snarled, and in trying to twitch out the .8narl, I caught a

fish ci and that day I got eight that, weighed in the aggregate two hun-
dred and seventy-six pounds after they were cleaned. I do not think
the §team})oa:ts have any influence in diminishing the fish. A steamer
coming within fifty yards of a fishing-place would not drive away the
fish. _ In former times, a common impression among the fishermen was
that if the heads and gills of the fish used for bait were thrown into the
water, it would scare away the fish, but I always throw them overboard.

I have no idea how old scup are when they spawn. I think scup as
large as a maw’s hand will have spawn in them. We generally save
the spawn of the large scup to eat. Scup move with the tide; other
fish we do not see so much, as they keep near the bottom ; the scup are
seen when they go over shallow places. L i

I don’t think I 'ever saw scup ip blue-fish; I have found little mack-
erel and shiners something like a herring, and menhaden. . Blue-fish
throw out all that ig in their stomach when caught. )

Before traps were put in we could see the tautog in the water about
the rock, and under the cdges of the stones in a warm day. Some say
you cannot catch tautog in a thunder-storm. That is ¢ all in your eye.”
I caught more fish in oue thunder-squall than T had caught all day in
- another place. When tautog are plenty, the best bait for them is the
crabs but I always fish with lobsters. They eat the muscles off the
Tocks. I have seen somse of the rocks covered with muscles at one time,
and then the star-fish would come and eat them all off.

.~ I think there are more hand-line fishermen than there were fifty years
8g0. The business has rather increased during the last twenty years.
. Bonito were never plenty about here. I never caught more than one
0 & day and not a great many in all.

that AVe never seen any fish that appeared sickly except the cod-fish;
ey 18 Sometimes what we call loagy. I think thosehave the consump-

n. - Menhaden are very bad bait for lobsters. If there is any in their
galllmfg} Wwhen boiled, the oil comes right through the meat. Any strong
kS tal ect lobsters in the same way. The bull’s-eye fish was poisonous if

0,111 ong. It was a kind of chub-mackerel, :
wenty-five years ago, I think, I caught 165 blue-fish in one day -and
three bass, trolling. That is the most L ever caught in oue day.
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- NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND,
August 2, 1871—Afternoon.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR PARDON W. STEVENS

I have only one pound; I do not trap at all. We thought we could
do better in buying fish. "The trap is a Rhode Island institution entire-
ly'; they are set only about three weeks. Previous to last year they
commenced trapping about the 20th of April, but this year not till the
1st of May. The trap is like an oblong box, with one end knocked out.
But in a heart-seine we can hold the fish we catch. A brother of my
partner got a bass in his pound that weighed fifty-two pounds. The
leader of the trap must be long enough to get to a sufficient depth
of water. Over on the Saughkonet side the leaders are two hundred
fathoms. The leaders run from east to west, with the mouth of the trap
to the north ; and where they set several traps, the leader of one runs a
little by that of another. The fishers there measure off the water and
draw for it. There is a sort of agreement among the trappers that the
leaders shall be two hundred fathoms. There is one place where they
allow them longer. On the southeast corner of the State they allow
them to go out five hundred fathoms, so as to get square with the one
at Saughkonet Point.

We set the mouth of the trap up stream because, as the tide runs north,
the trap must be right across the tide; the open part to the northwest,
and the leader on the south side. The mouth is in some instances
leaded and goes to the bottom. I never worked a trap at Saughkonet;
what I know about the fishing there I learn when I go there to buy fish. .
I never worked a trap except down in this bay. i

I think the fish are bound eastward. I always took the ground that
if the fish were bound to the river the traps would not hinder them. I
think the heart-seine i3 much more injurious than the trap, if either.
There are many days when a man cannot attend to his trap. It requires
almost as much attention to fish with a trap as in the hauling of a seinée.
Half a gang attend Balf a day and the other half the rest. It usually
requires six men to haul up the gate to a trap. I attend one with one
man.

I had a heart-seine at Sachuest Point, thinking that if the fish went.
up the river there I would try and get some. The leader runs from the
shore sixty-five or seventy tathoms. We attended that diligently, and
all the scup we got was two. We got perhaps half a dozen tautog, a
few dozen codfish, and a few barrels of herring. ~We set to catch
Spanish mackerel or anything that would run in in the summer, I was
satisfied that no fish went above, but they went across. Iknow the fish.-
ermen do not go more than two and a half miles north of Saughkonet
Point; but we were two miles above them.

As a general rule, we have to set our traps on the east side of the
channel for the first run of scup. ' I do not know 80 much about the
second run, because small scup stay here all summer. When you take
up a school of these, they are almost a calico-color; the first run are
almost white. I never saw any with regular bars on them. Some that
are called the third run of scup are caught up at the head of the bay.
I cannot tell whether the large scup have ever been caught up at the
head of the bay, because L never ﬁshegi there. My idea is that the fish
come in east of Block Island and strike first at Watch Hill and Point
Judith. I dor’t know how far into the Sound they go; but they catch
‘them first at Watch Hill. I think the big scup do not” go up the West
River. I bave,seen them running across Brenton’s Reef on their way
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eastward. Some say they are blind at first, but I never saw any that
were 80; I never saw any that did not move pretty fair. Tliey move
faster in warm weather than when it is cooler. Recently they bave got
the first scup at Wateh Hill; but there used to be a trap west of Beaver
Tail }iight_, which picked them up first. Now they have rigged it as a.
pound. :

There would not be more than a day’s differen¢e between the times of
catching at Fort Adams and Saughkonet. They caught scup in Vine-
yard Sound this year two days betore we did. On the 20th of April we
caught thirteen barrels. We caught some on the 18th of April; that
was sixteen days earlier than last year. Some of the run got by and
weht down to the Vineyard Sound.

Scup are more scarce than they used to De. :

There were two cold seasons a few years ago, and a great many tau-
tog were frozen, and it was a number of seasons before we could get
many to supply the market here. I have heard that they are more
plenty this year. When they froze, they were thrown up on the Nan-
tucket shore, and they were cut out, of the ice and sent to New York.
’lh,at was in 1856-'57,

That could not have affected the scup, because they do not stay
around here. The chogset were affected in our harbor.

b&?mm' What do you suppose has affected the abundance of the

Answer. They are much scarcer than they were formerly. I do not
know what bas cleaned them out. I suppose that catching some in
the spring of the year may affect thewm somewhat.

., No fish are used for manure except menhaden. I was ready- to
give two dollars a barrel for scup, and they were not worth that for
manure. That was the lowest price this year. The highest price was
five dollars at the traps, We get in New York just what the commis-
Sion merchants are a mind to pay us. Sometimes we do pretty well,
a}ld sometimes not., The scup are packed in bulk in ice, and sent to
heﬂt York or Philadelphia. A common sloop-smack from i\TeW London
carries about 100 barrels, :

Question. Supposing that it is decided to try any experiments with
traps, in the way of legislation, is there any compromise that can be
made lgetween no traps at all or all that people choose to put down ;
would it be expedient to attempt any limitation of the length of the
. leader, the size of mesh, and time of keeping them down %

Answer. I judge that a limitation of time would be best.

Question. What would be best, so many weeks or so many days in a
month ¥ .
th?l}swer. I should say, so many days. They run about a month, and
of ﬁatyhe fishing i traps is-all over—from the 20th of April to the 20th
no?rl:?non' Suppose it should be gaid that no fish should be taken from

Ans:: Saturday to noon on Monday; would that be acceptable?
althon El‘i] 1t ought to be; and it ougf.lt to be mnade acceptable. Now,

o anggandalf the men go home Saturday noon, the rest will make up

7%1 sell th, fish Sunday, and find a fellow with a smack, to whom they
w1 ¢ eIt .catch, and then divide what they get, and thus make -the

Shggeg tig;chﬁgg%ater tlllan that of the rest of the gang. uid

ot cateh a-lﬁy Bens uld you treat a trap or pound so that they ‘

Answer. Have it-hanled up, We haul our pound up with a long line,
leaving the bottom up aboutpt\vb fathoms. P b
S. Mis, 61——2
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Question. What would you suggest as the proper way of securing
general obedience to such a law? .

Answer. Hold the captains of the gangs responsible ; either confiscate
their property or make a heavy penalty.

I have had a long controversy with Tallman about menhaden spawn-
ing twice a year. Every fisherman says menhaden come along full of
spawn in the spring, and go back in fall full of spawn. )

Question. Do you find small scup to any extent in the blue-fish that
are taken in any way excepting in traps?$ )

Answer. It is very seldom we catch them in any other way except
with the gill-net. I bhave found Blue-fish with young scup in them;
when taken in gill-nets, we alinost always find scup in them. Blue-fish
caught with a drail often vomit up the food in them. Sometimes three-
fourths of the food would be young scup. I have shaken them out ot
them within a week. Squeteagne and Llue-fish do that; they will eat
anything that runs free. To-day I picked up one, and just took and
pressed on the belly of the fish, and he was full of them. The pound is
full of these small fish, and they get the little fish in the pound. I have
seen the little striped smelt in them, packed in them, and looking like
a row of pencils, Sometimes they will come ashore with a lot ‘of scup
in them; and then again they will have nothing but hake and seq-
robins. They will bite these off close up to the fin; and then they will
come ashore with mackerel. I have seen them with small flat-fish in
them. I dow’t know as I ever found a crab ina blue-tish. I have al-
ways taken particular paius to know wbhat tho blue-fish feed on. Until
this becaine so extensive a watering-place, I have shipped four thousand
pounds of black-fish to New York in a year. I have shipped a thou-
sand to fifteen hundred sugar-boxes—bought them and sold them, But
then the competition became 8o great that I could not afford to buy
them. What were wanted here were sold readily, and the balance were
sent off. The retail dealers here buy fish wherever they can get thew.
Two buy to send to New York, in connection with what they sell here.

We caught from®one thousand to fifteen hundred pouuds last week.
We found them accidentally out in Saughkonet River. They come up
from the bottom every night. We catch blue-fish in gill-nets more than
in the pouuds. They destroy the nets very badly.

I do not know as blue-fish are more plenty than last year; therc have
been days when they cannot catch any. We are catching now full as
many as we did last year. We get the fish at night; we catch the fish
below the middle of the net then; but when the fish are playing ou the
top, we get them near the top.of the net. = 'We have our nets with a mesh
. two andone-half inchesto four and one-half ; they are from fitty to ninety

fathoms long. They are made by Mr, Stowe, of Boston.

" My partner’s brother went down the other day and caught twenty-
eight bass. If there comes a heavy sea, on the fall of the sea they cun
get large bass, plenty of them. . My partner’s brother went down aud
caught eight or nine hundred-weight, and Mr. Perry Cole and Mr. Dur-
kee get a great many.

Question. Are eels scarcer than they used to be ?

Answer. I think so. Whether the gas-works have affected them or not
I do not know. Six or seven years ago I was a member of the legisla-
ture, and I went out one morning and found a man on the steps open-
ing a basket of oysters, and I ceuld ‘smell the coal-tar jn them very
plainly. Fourteen or fifteen years ago I kept a fish-market on Long
Wharf, and you eould see the tarry substance rise on-the .water and
spread out while going through the bildge. We have had a thousand
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pounds of fish killed by it in one night. Scup will not go up Provi-
dence River; it is nothing but a mud-hole. It is only in the pounds
that we get the'little scup. When fish were running here, weo caught a
great many young scup .from two to five inches long. I never knew
anything like it before ; noue of us ever saw it before. If it had occurred
it would have been observed. Menhaden have been more plenty this
year than for many years before. I heard a regular fisherman say he
never knew such July fishing as there has Deen this year in the West
River. Menhaden are caught in the pounds in the spring of the year.
Forty to fifty barrels of menhaden would be a large yield. But the
. purse-nets tale as many as they can hold, and sometimes they lose
their nets; they cannot gather ap the fish soon enough, and they would
die and sink ; aud they would have to cuf open the seine. S

We get mackerel here in this harbor; they are poor in the spring, and
have spawn in them. In August they have no spawn in them. We do
not catch any fish much when they are full of spawn, neither black-fish
nor scup, nor the first run of mackerel. Here are ninety to one hundred
sail of mackerel-catchers dying off here, and they take the fattest mack-
erel I have ever seen. Last year was the first time they have ever done
it. Mackerel promise to be plenty this year. There is no sale for the
spring-catch ; they are poor mackerel. _ '

Question. If wehad three times as many scup as we now have, could
Wwe buy tlrem for any less money ? ]

Answer. If the fish were not exported from Rhode Island, they would
not be worth a cent a pound. .

Question. Why has the wholesale price been less this year than
before ? : . .

Aunswer. It is because of the inerease of pounds in Vineyard Sound,
and they all seud fish to New York. Squeteague run.from three to ten
pounds. Large ones began to come here five or six years ago. They are
much larger now than they used te be, They were here once before,
and went off more than forty years ago, and they have not been plenty
since until within a few years. : ' : ‘

When the blue-fish first came back, the people would not eat them ;
there was no sale for them ; people said they would make & sore on
those that eat them. The prejudice against them was 8o great that you
could not sell one in market. } :

In 1854 I used to catch the bulPs-eye. They were here for a consider-
able time after that, and had been off and on before that. They were
hot a regular fish, . , )

There isg only one pound at Saughkonet River. I have the only.one

here, There was one set up in Coddington’s Cove by a man by the
name of Clarke. He got a great many Spanish mackerel, and that set
‘ﬁz after them. The right to fish is as perfect as any right we have
shg?‘ n Rhode Island. The right to the fisheries and the right to the
boi © are all the same. All the people have a right to go on the shore,

Clng only liable for any damage. There is a path clear round from the

bathing-houses to the boat-house here. The right is universally recog-

nized in Rhode Island.

NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, .- .
‘ August 3, 1871
NATHANIEL SMITH: .
I am sevent§-three years old,. I have fished forty-six years.  There
were scarcely any fish when I left the business, three years ago, on
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accounit of my health. Fish used to be very plenty, so that any one
could get as many as he wanted; they were plenty until the trapping
was commenced. That was about 1828 or 1830. "But I fished before
they had any trapping or purse-seines.” One man could catch scup
enough forty years ago to load a boat in a short time. 1 have seen the
water all full of them under my boat. Every one could catch as many
sea-bass or tantog as he wanted. The blue-fish came around in 1834,
I think. Icaught the first blue-fish, which wasabouta foot long. Every
year they became more and more plenty; but still they did not make
any difference with the other fish. It.never made any odds with the
tautog nor bass-fishing, because I have cau ght the bassright among them,
I had a bass once with a seup in his throat, choked with it. 1don’t think
blue-fish trouble scup at all. I never saw scup spawning ; but think they
spawn up the river, close in shore. 1 never fished for scup much, but they
were plenty, and there was no difficulty in catching them until they
began trapping them up. It was just so with tautog. I gotup the
first petition against trapping tautog, and got seventy t0 one hundred
signers, and Sam Brown got one hundred. It was handed to our legis-
ature, and laid on the table, and I suppose thrown under the table or
turned out doors. The tautog began to grow scarce twenty years ago.
They set traps up over Saughkonet shore at the time I got up the peti-
tion. I think, if traps could be stopped, we should have fish plenty in
the course of three or four years. The spawn is taken up with the fish
going in to spawn in the spring of the year; there is no seed left in the
water for fish to grow from. Thousands and thousands of hundred-
weight of tautog have been sent to New York, besides hundreds of boxes
of scup. I have seen them take thousands of pounds of tautog off
Gooseberry Island in a morning and send them to New York. But now
they cannot get them around the shores. ‘

The blue-fish were in these waters before, and very large.. My father
used to catch them about the yedr 1800, not far from that. I think,
from what was sgid when I caught the first one, they must have been
out of the water sixteen or eighteen years. About 1800 they. were very "
plenty. They first made a net of rattan to trap them, and then they all
went away in a body, and till the little ones came back they did not
return again. I used to catch the little ones and bring them to market;
but nobody would buy them, and so I threw them away. The first man
who brought blue-fish to our market was Mr..John Springer, and he
first brought them when they came back the last time.

Scup were always here; were here when my father was a boy.

When I first began to. catch blue-fish, they did not weigh more than a
pound or two apiece; but when they were here before, my father said
they weighed sixteen and eighteen pounds. ' :

They first began to set traps on the eastern shore about 1827; they
used to set them just the same as now; they would drive the fish into
the pockets at the ends. _ _

There are no schbol-bass here in the fall of the year. In old times,
thirty or forty years ago, the bass were around in schoolsin September,
and would run until cold weather. I havecaughtthem as late as the
10th of December. I would get from one to:two hundred a day. I
used’ mackerel or menhaden for bait. I used dead bait, but of late
years T fished with lobster bait. That would not answer only when
there was a heavy sea and the water was thick; Lused to catch aboat-
load in a day in that way. I got sixteen one morning, four of which
weighed 206 pounds, and the rest would weigh from thirty to forty
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pounds apiece. Four or five years ago I could not catch any. Thesea-
bass are very scarce now.

Mackerel used to be caught hereall the year round, but they are scarce
now. -

The skip-jack is something like the bonito : the bonito has a darker
ailbq broader stripe than the skip-jack. The bonito is striped like an
albicore, i

I don’t know but one kind of sword-fish here. I know the bill-fish:
they are a long fish, with a bill something like that of a sword-fish. i
have seen a bill-fish three feet long. They are not at all like the sword-
. fish. They have little fins like the mackerel. They followed some ship
in here; they were here in the fall of the year and latter part of the
suwmer, only one year, That was forty years ago; I have seen none
since. The docks were all full of them then, about eight or ten inches
long and very black. They would bite anything you might put down,
even a bit of pork,

The bull’s-eye fish were here fromn 1812 to 1830, perhaps; they were
very plenty. The women would haul them in with seines—barrels of
them ; once in a while two or three are caught in the fall of ‘the year;
they were nearly a foot loug, very thick and fat. One year they poisoned
every one who eat theimn; people thought they had been feeding on some
copper-bank ; they were much fatter than common mackerel. I salted
a Larrel, and carried them out to Havana. They were never sent from
here to 3 market abroad. They were so fat they would rust too quick,
like the Boston Bay mackerel. Split them and they would fall apaxrt, they
were so fat.

Menhaden are decreasing too. In 1819 I saw a school of menhaden
out at sea, when I was going to Portland, that was two miles wide and
forty miles long. I sailed through them. We were out of sight of land.
They appeared to e all heading southwest. There were no fish near
them. I have seen a school on this coast three miles long. I think they
spawn in April or May.

They catch a few shad in the traps here now; they never used to do
that. They get plenty of herring in the spring. Herring are bigger
than alewives; they come along together and spawn together; they
spawn in April and May; they are used only for bait. People néver
pretend to smoke them. There are many different kinds of herring.

: NEwPoORT, August 3, 1871
W. B. WHALLEY, of Narragansett Pier: -

I am using a trap-seine. We work on the tide, and we don’t care
o0 which side of the seine it is. We catch all kinds of fish that wear
scales, and some that donw’t—big fish and eels. We catch sturgeon, from
SGVen pounds up to three or four hundred. I do not know lLow many
- heart-seines are being worked this season. The heart-seines take the
fish both ways; the ‘trap, only one way. They are of various sizes,
according to” the locality, the leaders being from seventy-five to two
hundred fathoms, The trap-seine is calculated to take fish working
down an eddy ; the heart-seine, where the tide works both ways. They
are at Horse Neck, and all aloug where the tide sets both ways. Taking
fish in traps depends on the eddies; the better the eddy the better the
chance for ﬁShmg- When the tide sets up into the bayous, there 1S an
eddy when it runs back, and the fish run in. We fish every-half-hour,
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and get from a few barrels to five hundred, and when the tide is over
we wait; we fish only when the tide is ronning in; we do not expect to
get as.many on the ebb-tide as on the flood, except in some places. At
Gooseberry Island we fish on the ebb-tide. At Sachuest Point we have
fished two seasons, and I have fished at Point Judith on the flood-tide.
There is a westward tendency there at the ebb-tide. On the strong ebb,
these fish coming across the Sound strike through there. At Goose-
berry Island I wanted a flood-tide, and that brings an eddy inside, making \
2 bay for a mile or a mile and a half.

On Sanghkonet River there is not much tide, only when it blows fresh
to the north or south. There are two bridges there, and we always
thonght we did best at them on flood-tide. We never set any nets on
the west side. When I went there in 1857, there were eleven traps;
next year, fifteen ; and the next, seventeen, The traps were first starte
in 1846, by Ben. Tallman. He invented tbe trap.

Question. What do you think about the general question of traps; do
they affect the quantity of fish or not %

Answer. Yes, siry I think, if they were stopped, the fish would be
much more plenty.

I will give my reasons why I have answered “ yes.” I do not mean
to say that traps should not be used onour coast. I donot mean tosay
they should be abolished, but I do mean to say that, in the way they
are handled, and used, and allowed to be set anywhere, without regard
to water, place, &¢., they are an injury to the fisheries, and are what is
killing off and curtailing the luxuries that the Creator has furnished,
and intended should be enjoyed. My ideas are derived from nine years’
experience in trapping and seinig, and I have heard the other fisher-
men say thre-same thing. I am a fisherman, and expect to fish as long
as I do anything.

In the first place, our bays are large in proportion to the size of our
State, and the school-fish bave not a place where they can go and stop
wagging their tails long enough to lay their spawn, while the oysters
are protected, Here Is a trap and there is a purse-net, so that from the
time they come in until they go out somebody is after them. :

And, what is worse than all, our own State’s people cannot get them
at 31l." They will bring them in and sell them to carry away for a
quarter of a cent a pound, in the onth of May; and now to-day you
cannot buy them for ten cents a pound. Why3? Because they have
been taken here for twenty years, before the spawning-time, and sent
out of existence for nothing. If you kill a bird before it lays its eggs,
where is your increase? And so, if you kill your sheep, where is your
stock ! Can we raise anything if we don’t try to keep our breeding-
stock good? Isit expected that we can have fish if we will put them
on the land for manure at a quarter of a cent a pound? And now you
cannot buy them for ten cents a pound, Confute it if you ean.

When I could go out here and cateh from three to five hundred-weight
of black-fish in a day, I have been told not to deliver them, and when I
brought them in, to cover them up with scup, and then carry them away -
and throw them in the river after dark, and not sell them in Newport.
Why? So that the inhabitants would not kuow where they came from,
I havedoneit. 'They are selling fish from off Point Judith, and sending
them to New York. :

But they have thrown striped bass into the dung-heap, because they
could not get ten cents a pound; deacons of churches did that. Now
you cannot get them at all. I used to get enough Saturday afternoon
to last my family & week ; go now, and you don’t get a nibble. Give ug .
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some protection, and, by-and-by, we may have a place that the.fish ean
go to and lay their spawn, and where the young fish can grow.

Black-fish (tautog) we cannot get. Yesterday we had five men fish-
ing, and 27 pounds, 22 pounds, and 19 pounds each was the best they
could do. 1If it was not for lobsters, our fishermen could not get enough
for their breakfasts. '

We take striped bass in nets, at the mouth of Sanghkonet River, and
at the back beacbes. The fish run eastward in the spring, the same as
the geese go north. But black-fish and bass can be caught here all the
year. I fish inside of the point in winter, and outside in summer. We
get bass through the ice, in winter ; sometimes a barrel of them. They
go into the mud in eighty feet of water. The bass and tautog are a
native fish ;: the blue-fish is a traveler, here to-day and gone to morrow.
I dow’t care anything about them. )

Shad are a fish that will run up the rivers annually it not hindered. I
have caught shad at Gooseberry Island, seven hundred a day, with a
trap-seine. That is norig fpr catching shad; but if.you go to work and
-prepare for it, you ean cateh shad plenty.

. In regard to tautog, bass, and seup, we canuot make a living fishing
for }Jheu), as we used to do. Many a man has been driven out of the
business. I could show you a dozen good boats rotting down, all gone
to destruetion; and the fishermen have taken torsomething else, which
they had no love for. It drives people away from the State. We had
about three hundred fishermen here twelve years ago, who got theirliv.
ing directly from fishing. That was their legitimate business, with the
drag-seine and hook ; not with the purse-seine or trap. They did not
know anything about atrap till I set it. Two have been set thore since.

The men harve left here and gone down off the Banks; gone to New
Londou to go on board fishing-smacks ; gone to the eastward and to the
southward. It is depopulating our shores of the men of that class.
There arc now only about fifty men fishing where we had three hundred;
aud some of the old men remain, but all the young men have gone, the
fishing has been so killed out within the last five years. Iustead of
fishing, those who remain have, many of thiem, gone to taking boarders.
Unfortunately I got broke down, and did not earn my salt; bat I Lave
followed the fishing business and have kept Loarders, People come
here from abroad in the summer, for what . Because Rhode Island has
been noted for hook-fishin g. Dr. Babcock comes with his rod and reel
for striped bass. This year he has caught one; that is all. Last year
he caught two. Many others have tried it, with no better luck. They
come here for fish; they don’t care anything about our stale menats, for
which I pay thirty cents a ponnd, that are brought from Cattaraugus
County, New York., That is the change we have made; we send -fish
out at a cent and a qnarter a pound, and they send us beef at thirty
cents a pound. Five hundred thousand dollars have been paid oup to
build up Narragansett Pier, for the purpose of a fishing-place. Itis a
good, quiet neck, where they can po fishing, having a beach equal to
any; and you may see a man with his whole family, each of them bav-
10g & rod trying to catch some fish. They catch anything they can,
and earry it home to have it cooked; and because they eannot get what
they used to, they give us the name of having depreciated the fish..

The tautog and striped bass have diminished most; that is, we fee
their loss most. . - '

Question. Sapposing you wero in the legislature, and wished to draw
up such 2 Bl a8 .would he fair and just to all parties, what. would you

. 4o 80 as to control the traps as to namber, size, place, and time ¢ ‘
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Answer. My proposition to the legislature was, to allow only a certain
number of nets from Point Judith to Saughkonet River, so as to allow
the fish to come in. - -

Question. Suppose the pounds were down from the 1st of June through
the sumimer, and only then, what would be the effect

Answer. I should say they should not be set before the 15th of June.
From the 15th of May up to the middle of June I have caught tantog
and scup that were full of spawn, and were ready to shoot spawn at
the touch, and when they were taken into the boat they would throw
their spawn; you could almost see the fish in the egg. The fish are
later in a cold, backward season.

Question. What would be the effect of this plan: To require the fish-
ermen to take up the pounds two days in seven, say from 12 o’clock
Saturday till Monday, and have a proper peualty for violation of the
law 2

Answer, 1t would have the effect of making a great catch Tuesday
morning. As agengral thing, they would get almost all the fish. I used
to do the same thing. The fish would lie back of the leader, not having
a free passage. .

Question. Suppose you pull up the leader %

Answer. Then the course would be clear. ’

Question. Suppose you were to requiie that the nets be so arranged
that there could be no impediment for two or, three days, would not
enough fish get by the nets so as to secure an abundant stock of the
fish, year by year? .

Auswer. That would help; of course it would. Why do the fish come
.in to the shores? So that every man can get them. How was it with
our fathers? I remember when my father used to say he was going off |
to the beaches for scup. Every family in the spring of the year used to
go and pick up scup enough for their use. They smoked them. Do
you see them now £ Why not? Because our stock-fish are taken away
at the season of the year before they have spawned. And now the
human child has got to suffer for it. , Traps are down here all summer,
and they catch eels, floundets, and Spanish wnackerel, and everything
that swims, more or less. :

Question. Squeteagued )

Answer. We have always caught squeteague here with the hook.
They are not'a new fish to me. I bave always kuown them from child-
hood. I know you cannot go off Point Judith and catch a scup to-day.
I will give a dollar a pound for every scup. Teu years ago you could
catch any quantity, and there was tifteen miles of eoast you might fish
on. The scup used to come frown Point  Judith to Brenton’s Reef in
about two tides. I used to bave my boat ready to run back and forward,
and in about two tides or twenty-four hours after catching them at Point
Judith I got them at the Reef. It is about twelve miles. If the wind
was northeast, they would come slower. They comein on the tide and
go back on the ebb, and sway with the tide, going a little farther forward
every time. When they first come in, they are kind of numb ; some eall
them blind. I think there is'a kind of slime on the eye in winter, and
they want a sandy bottom to get off the slime. From Point Judith to
Saughkonet is about four tides—two days. T

Quest-i%n.‘Did they come much earlier than usual at Point Judith
this year?® ' ] .

Aunswer. About the same. They expected them in Tebruary, and
got the seines ready. They had them in the water in March. I always
judge by the dandelions; when I see the first dandelion, scup cowe in;



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES. 25

I watch the buds, and when the buds are swelled full, then our traps
goin. When the dandelion goes out of bloom and goes to seed, the
scup are gone; that is true one year with another, though they vary
with the season. Iam guided by the blossoms of other kinds of plants
for other fish., 'When high blackberries are in bloom, we catch striped
bass that weigh from twelve to twenty pounds; when the.blue violets
are in blossom—they come early—you can catch the small scoot-bass.
That has always been my rule, that has been handed down by my fore-
fathers. o '

Question. When scup were plenty, and they first had traps, did they
keep them down all summer? .

Answer. One season I kept them down till the 12th of June; that-
was the latest I ever kept a trap down. In the latter part of the time I
-got from fifteen to tweunty barrels a day; but in the early part of the -
season I got a thousand or fifteen hundred barrels a day. That was ten
years ago. _

Question. You think if a trap were kept down all summeér, 0me scup
and other fish would be taken all the time %

Answer. Yes. The fish are changing ground for food ; to-day I may
go to such a place and catch scup, and to-morrow I do not get them
there ; they have worked up the food there. It is just the same as in
the case of herds in a pasture. We find out by one another where the
fish are ; we are all along, and we signal each other when we find good
fishing.  That is the way we used to fish; but now they are so searce,
we don’t tell when we find a good place. It makes the people selfish as
the pigs. That is the tendency.

Question. How long have you known Spanish mackerel ¢

Answer. About eleven years. I don’t know that I ever saw one but
once before I was fishing at Gooseberry Island. I think they might
have been here before, and they would have been taken if they had been
fished for in the same way, in the summer season. The hotter the
weather, the more Spaunish ackerel we get. Last year we had the
hottest season for some time and the most Spanish mackerel. They
are a southern fish. I have caught them with a drail on a hook. They
are not a native of our waters. I never knew any caught thirty or forty
years ago. They are not as plenty yet this year as they were last. I
caught fifty last year in my gill-net. We get all our fish over at the
pier in g‘ill-nets—ta-utog, shad, menhaden, sea-bass, squetéague, and
Spanish mackerel, We use the menhaden as bait for sea-bass. We
get cod-fish, pollock, and hake in the traps. I never knew any torpedo-
fish here. . .

We cannot get any scup now. Ihave not seen one since the trapping
Season was over, I have five men now fishing for me, but none of them
get any scup. I think the bluc-fish are about as abundant as last year.
1r, 8y come in schools at different times. Scup first come in from the
15th to the 95th of April, and will not bite when they flrst come in;
they are not caught with. the hook until the last of May or first.of June.
Fish do not generally bite when spawning, so thgt any amount of line-
fishing will not destroy the fish. I havé seem many o handsome fish
that I wanted, but could not tempt to bite; they would turn aside and
leave the most tempting bait. At other times the most inferior bait
will be taken greedily. ~The hook and line will not make any inroads

-on the fish so that there will not always be a supply. -

I never knew a blue-fish to feed on scup. In all my catch ot blue-fish
for three years I have not been able to find one. I find squid, lances,
herring, menhaden, ang the tail of the robin, bitten off just back of the
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fin. I have found eels in them, but never, within three years, have I
found a scup in a blue-fish. I have examinetl every one. Icaught three
blue-fish yesterday, and they threw out & great many squid. I think
the feed for the young fish is as plenty as ever—as it was twenty years
ago, with the exception of the menhaden and herring. Crabs never
were more plenty, and the lobsters are more plenty than I ever kuew
them. I think squid are as plenty as I ever knew them. People com-
plain that menhaden have left the bay. Along about the first of Sep-
tember they will come back, perhaps; I know that is about the way
they generally do. i ‘

The lance'is found all along the coast ; I never found it buried in the
sand.

I only know one kind of sword-fish and one kind of bill-fish. I have
seen the saw-fish when I was a boy—about thirty-six years ago. They
followed some sulphur-bottom whale in. i

EDWARD E. TAYLOR: . :

I have caught but a few fish; I want something done to try to save
the fish for my children. ' B

Question. How are we to help your children to get fish ?

Answer. You will have to abolish traps. I used a trap-seine this
spring, but I am now running gill:nets. We have only three, one hun-
dred and sixty or one hundred and seventy fathoms in all. We have
caught about a dozen Spanish mackerel this year. We sell our blue-fish
at five wents a pound to the dealers here; to families we sell some at
eight cents a pound. . I do not find scup in blue-fish.

I have seen scup, and blue-fish, and sea-bass all come to my bait in
the deep, clear water, at the same time, down back-side of Gay Head.
I would drop my line down, and I could see them when they came to
{,h@tbuit in about twenty feet of water. I used menhaden, cut up, for
vait. ‘

We got a great ‘many small scup in the traps in the latter part of
May, about two to two and a half inches long, right at the soith side
of the island. I caught an albicore last year that weighed 550 pounds.
It was sent to Providence for steaks. It was sold for ten dollars. Last
year we caught a fish called cero that weighed 74 pounds; it was sold
for five cents a pound, not knowing the worth of it.

I owned a trap before the war, and sold out very cheap, to go to the
war ; and when I came back, after three years, I found the fish had de-
creased very much. I was the first witness ou the stand before the
committee of tlie legislature against the traps. As long as the law
allows any one to fish with seines, I shall do it; and as soon as they
make a law to stop it, I shall stop..

I do not know what protection is best; I think there should be a law
to prevent fishing at certain seasons, or with nets of a certain size of
mesh. A great many small seup are caught inthe traps and destroyed,
because the people are too lazy to let them go. )

I can recollect when you could catch bass all day long; now I have
to turn out every day,at from one to two o’clock in the morning, and to
get my lines in as quick as it is light, for after the sun is two or three
hours high they will not bite, unless it is thick water and a heavy sea.
I have fished with anotlier gentleman three years, and I do not think
we have caught a bass in the afternoon. He is an amateur sportsman,
and he likes to go now better than when the fish were plenty, because
it is more of a science to catch one when there are but a few. I have



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES. 27

had a bass run out sixty-four fathoms' of line ; one run.out the length of
three lines. He weighed 48 pounds.

Mr. GARDNER BREWER : : C
I have been a resident at the end of the avenue eleven years, and I
think the tautog and blue-fish are falling off very much. I do notthink
fifty have been caught off my grounds this year. My friend and neigh-
Vor, Mr. Mixter, who came here about eighteen years ago, sold his place
in disgust, because he.could not get fish. That was his great pleasure,
and he went off almost in arage. He used to scold a great deal about
the destruction of fish in the spring. It is really a great misfortune to
Newport. I used to see a dozen boats fishing off my place at g time,
but now they have abandoued it. I have not seen a boat there this

year..

‘Testimony of 1. E, TAYLOR resumed :

When Iwas a boy, I could catch fouror five hundred scup here early in
the morning, and, after coming ashore and peddling them out, two for a
cent—and sometimes not get my pay at that price—would then go off in
the afterqoon and catch as many more. Irecollectthat when the factories
stopped, in 1857, I think, the people were thrown out of work, but they
could go and get fish in any quantity to live on, scup and blue-fish.
The poor people could go off and get as many as they wanted without
auy trouble. Soon after the twine went into the water. The first picce
of twine I set was a mesh-net, with a two and a half inch bar-too big.
It would fill chuck full of scup. Then I.and my brother-in-law, George -
Cr.abb, went to fishing together, atid got a net twelve feet deep and
thirteen fathoms long, and we could get as many scup as we could
haul; but I suppose now you could not get half a dozen there. Then I
bought a $40 net; and then, with others, we bought a large trap.

WQ have done very little in catching blue-fish, We caught more last
year in two weeks than all I have caught this year. It looks to me like
a miracle how any fish get by the traps. The coast is strung all along
full of twine; and how the fish can go eastward and get back again I do
not know. About the only thing that can account for it is the occa-
sional heavy scas. When the water is thick it keeps so off the shore
two miles, and the fish follow along the edge of the thick water; that is
the only way that they escape.

Question. Do yon think that if all sorts of nets were abolished, fish
would be more plenty in three years ? »

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that where there is one now there would
‘be a hundred in three years. .

Question. Suppose we say, ¢ You may fish with as many gill-nets and
draw-seines ag you please, but not with traps,” how would that be?

Answer, It would not make a great deal of difference. ;

_Question, Suppose we say “You shall not fix your nets except in the
tide-way 9 :

Answer. That would not effect any thing. We moored our gill-nets at
each end with anchors ; they do not swing with the tide. We set them
in as still water as we can. The mackerel run with the wind, and we
set 80 that they shall strilkke square. _

I do not see that the blue-fish run any lower this year than last. We
catch them about the middle of the net. We have seventy-six meshes
deep, and catch them about midway. We have a 4j-inch mesh; we
catch sowe all the way down. As a gencral thing, we catch them that
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weigh from 23 pounds up to 7 and 8 pounds. An eight-pound blue-fish
is rare. We caught this morning eighteen fish ; yesterday morning we
caught fifty. That is big. For three mornings we took nothing but
two little dog-fish and some butter-fish.

We send our fish to New York soinetimes, 'We open our blue-fish. 1
do not find scup in any of them. The dog-fish that we have around
here feed on crabs.,; sharks feed on menhaden. 7The heaviest shark we
have around here is the thresher; they feed on meahaden. I saw a
thresher-sharlk kill with his tail, which was nearly eight feet long, half
a bushel of menhaden at one blow, and then he picked them up off from
the water. They come up tail first, and give about two slans, and it is
“ good-by, John,” to about half a busbel of menhaden. The body of
the thresher-shark is about a foot longer than the tail.

When the blue-fish first came here and were caught, people used- to
think they were poison. My father, who was eighty-two years old when
he died, said they used to catch blue-fish that weighed sixty pounds.
That was a long time ago. I can recollect when they first began to
catch them here; it was about thirty-two years ago; 1 was about ten
years old. My father said sheep’s-head used to be caught here’in great
abundance some forty-five or fifty years ago. I nsed to have to fish all
day to get as much money as I now do for the few fish I catch. The
scurcer the fish the higher the price. I have peddled striped bass about
the streets at four cents a pound; now they sell at the market at from
seventeen to twenty cents a pound. ’

. NEWPORT, August 3, 1871—Evening,

At the office of Captain Macy, custom-house, this evening, there were
present several fishermen, some interested in traps, and others who fish
only with lines.

Mr. SMITH, an old fisherman, said seup and tautog were growing
more and more sciirce. This, he thought, was owing to the use of
seines. Heliad not caught a scup in four years with a hook. Ten years
ago he could make good wages catching scup. The first of June was
the time he first started for fishing, When they first come in, scup
will not bite for about three weeks, 'They are full of spawn then, and
are going up the river. He never saw a scup spawn. Had not caught
a blue-fish this year; it would not pay a man to fish for them witha
hook. I used to cateh three hundred pounds in a day. Blue-fish came
in here first about forty years ago. They began to grow scarce about
fifteen years ago. . .

Mr. WiLLiAM RECORD. I set gill-nets myself; I sot the first seven
years ago. It was not unusual to catch from five to eight hundred
pounds in a day. I amnow setting from two hundred and fifty to three
hundred and fifty fathoms, instead of fifty fathoms, that I had at first.
Once I canght twelve or thirteen hundred weight, but generally I don’t
think we canght over five hundred weight. I have five nets now; but
I don’t catch as many fish as I @id when I had one net, seven years
ago. Wae figh on the beach inside of the point, near what we cail the
Beach House. We set the nets so as to break the tide, and therefore
we calculate to set inside of the points of the small bays, I dow’t think
there is one fish in a hundred that there was twenty years ago. Then
it took balf a dozen men to keep the net clear; now we generally
- haul them once a day, and they are not overloaded. :
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I catch once in a while a Spanish mackerel. They camé along some,
a fortnight ago, 80 that there would be four, three, or two-in the net at
a time; then, for several days I did not catch any. Hot, calm weather
is the time to catch them. I have never seeu them schooling around
like blue-fish, )

[One person present said one huudred and sixty Spanish mackerel
were caught at one haunl.up at Coddington’s Cove.] . :

The gill-net does not catch one-fourth as many as a heart-seine. In
the gill-net it is very seldom that we catch a blue-fish weighing less
than three pounds. A small Spanish mackerel goes through our net.
The greater part of the fish are caught about a fathom below the sur-
face, in a gill-net. We catch most when we have southerly winds ; not
many with northeast and north winds.

The first run of scup was more plenty this year than last; but noth-
ing compared with nine or ten years ago. Governor Stevens aud Mr.
‘Whalley took up their net, aud they turned out seven hundred barrels
of scup, beeause they could not sell them. Afterward they sold them
at Point Judith, for eighteen cents a barrel. They sold sowme for twelve
cents a barrel, and I have no doubt they got more thatyearin that
one trap than have been caught in all the traps in Rhode Island this
year. . .

They made some good hauls in 1863, but they have been grow-
ing more and more scarce ever since. Governor Stevens took all of
10,000 barrels of scup that season. A thousand barrels were lost. They
were saving them to get $1 25 a bargel, and they had to sell them for
60 cents a harrel. When they were taken out, 250 barrels were put on
board a Xall River schooner. I used to see iarge schools of seup off
outside, when I was fishing, but I have not seen any lately. They are
growing scarce, from some cause; we are either working them up, or
else we are growing so wicked that they will not come to see us.

Twenty years ago it was no trouble to go down and cateh from half a -
dozen to twenty small-sized bass in an afternoon; but now, when
anybody catches three or four bass, it is told of as something strange.

Fish are plenty in New York, because where there was one seine years
ago, there are twenty now. : . ‘
B In the spring of the year, the averago size of scup is a pound and a

alf, A
[One person said he was present one morning this year when Mr.
Holt's heart-seine was drawn, and there were as many as twenty barrels
of little scup turned out.] , .

The small scup follow after the big ones, and there is a class that is
called mixzed scup, coming along about a week after the firstrun of large
scup. Small scup are caught all summer, with heart-seines—last year’s
scup. : '

They used to set the seines about the middle of April, but now they
do not until the last of April or the first of May; this year they came
along rather earlier than usual. The nets are generally kept ‘down -
about & month. All the nets were put down this . year about the same
time, and they all began to catch scup as soon as they were down. They
got five dollars a barrel for the first scup ; then down to three. They
are not used for manure now. They have been going down in number
steadily since 1862 ; they were put on the land in 1862, o

Menhaden come aléng after the first run of scup; they do not purse
menhaden till after they get through With the scup. They used t0 put
down the traps about the 20th of April, and took them up .about the
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20th of May, when they went into the menhaden fishing; but now they
keep the traps dowa through May.

When I was a boy I used to see men who followed tantog fishing go
off in the early morning, and come back with as many as they could.sell
by 7 or 8 o'clock in the forenoon; now you cannot get any to sell by
going all day. :

The striped bass that winter ou our coast have dwindled off to nothing.

GEORGE DWINNELL : : :

In 1835 they put their seines together near Point Judith, and they
caught fish by thousands; they have never been so plenty here since.

In one trap there were 20,000 small bass caught in one season; they
were sold at 25 cents a dozen. We used to cateh them weighing from
two to four pounds; now we don’t get any of that size. At one time I
caught bass for a-week that weighed from twenty to sixty pounds; then
there was a seine put in, and they started off.

Mr. MAoY: .
I have seen 2,000 pounds caught here in a day. George Mason sold
what he caught in one day for $22.

Mr, SMITH:

Seven years ago the 28th day of June, I sold fifty-six dollars’ worth,
that I caught before 6 o’clock in the morning; I got eight cents a pound
for them. ,

GEORGE CRABB:
I do not average more than two dellars a day, fishing. The greatest
catch in one day this year was 206 pounds; I have not caught over 200
" pounds a day but twice thig year—once 201 and once 206. They were
extraordinary days, and I fished from 3 to 4 o’clock in the morning till
6 o’clock in the afternoon. If I had fished as long a few years ago, I
should have got more than my boat would carry. I have loaded my
boat with sea-bass, but I canuot get auy now; Ithink myaverage catch
has been about sixty pounds a day, during this season. The season is
best about four months. I used to catch blue-fish ; this year I havenot
caught any. '

Mr. SMITH: -

I have caught twenty-four blue-fish with a hook and line; they are
not-worth fishing for, R

Mr. C. H. BURDICK : :

Four years ago last May I went off fishing, and caught 63 blue-fish in
one school ; that night my brother-in-law, who had a seine in Codding-
ton’s Cove, caught over five thousand pounds. The school went right
up the river, and they caught them.

Mr. MAcY:

When I first came here, therg would be thirty or forty sail of smacks
here for fish. There has been a great falling off until this year, when
there are scarcely any. About all the fish caught here have been
shipped from the steamboat wharf,
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Mr. RECORD :

Mr. Swan’s father told me that at the beginning of the present cen-
tury scup were a new fish.

Ezxtract from correspondence with parties near Newport.

“NEWPORT, R. L, August 4, 1871.

“ About the 10th of October, in the year 1869, Captain J oseph Sher-
man and William B. Gough in three hours’ fishing caught 250 pounds of
tautog and 40 pdunds of cod and sea-bass. Another boat occupied
the samo ground the same day, and caught 250 pounds tautog—two

 mon fshivg: “« WM. B. GOUGH.”

, “ NEWPORT, August, 1871.
“DEAR SiR: Thinking you might wish to verify, or inquire more into
the matter while heve, I send you the statement of Captain Garritt, of
Westerly, Rhode Island. He has known bass caught in June that
weighed from half to one pound, that were first putinto a pond, and, when
taken out in October following, weighed six pounds. A boy living with
him caught, at the mouth of & small- brook, two miles above the fishing-
ground on Pawecatuck River, a female tautog weighing about 5 pounds.
It was very full of far-developed spawn. He thinks the spawu would
weigh a pound. The watey where taken was not over one foot deep.
He also states that the light-house keeper, (not the present,) Mr. Pendle-
ton, lost a bob fishing for bass at Watch Hill, that was taken next day
;:’.ltll the fish in Long Island Sound. It was identified and returned to
im,
“Yours, with respect, :
“J, M. K. SOUTHWICK.
¢ Professor BAIRD.” '

4 TIVERTON, August 11, 1871,

“DEAR SIR: I ha¥e been informed that you are collecting information
about fish for the purpose of guiding-Congress, if they see fit, to tako up
the question., If 80, I should like to submit some facts to you about
their ilicrease, decrease, &e., that have come under my observation.

“This question is important, for it affects a large numbet of people,
and there are large sums of money invested, and hasty legislation upon
oue-sided facts might ruin men, and all trouble might be averted pro-
vided the proper_facts were presented. ,

* My opinion is that man is not an enemy of a salt-water fish, I mean
by that statement that all nachinery yet devised by man for taking fish
does not perceptibly affect the supply, although there are many facts
about fish, looked at superficially, that would tend to lead & man to a
different gonclusion. I'or instance, scup bhave disappeared from Narra-
gansett Bay., Some say seines have been the cause, or traps, Bub
squeteague have taken their place, and where, tén years ago, there were
millions of scup, now there are almost none, but millions of squeteague.
How does that square If the traps destroy one,.why not the other, fi‘ln'
they both come the same course and botl' are caught in traps. -1_3113 ' ,2
most significant fact in relation to the squeteague question is, ﬂleyt %nd
come few at & time and gradually increase from year to. year, g“t sud.-
denly appear. Hundreds of acres could be seen any clear day between
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Point Judith and Providence; and the same unexplained cause can be
shown by facts of every fish that inhabit our waters. For ten years
there have not been blue crabs about here. This year the water was alive
with them about as large as a three cent piece, and probably in a year
or two they will be as thick as they used to be when you could catch
easy three bushels at a tide. Ten years ago there were twenty square
miles of blue muscles off Hyannis. In a few years they disappeared.

<« Tell me where I can see you, and I will come and talk with you, I
should like for you to come to Round Pond, Maine, and I would see that
you were shown this fish question as you ought to see it, by going among
the fishermen and observing its practical workings. I would furnish
you every facility, and I think you would like it. I shall be in New
Bedford within a fortnight, and if you are to be in that vicinity, let me
know, and 1 will find you if my business will let me,

« Write me, and send your letter to Round Pond, Muine.

“Yours
’ “DAVID T. CHURCH.
s Professor BAIRD.” -

NAUSHON ISLAND, VINEYARD SOUND,
August 23, 1871.

Testithony of PETER DAvVIs, of Noank, who has two pounds in Buz-
zard’s Bay, on the northwest side of Naushqn:

I have been here all the spring ; got in about the first of May or last
of April. A few scup were here then. They caught them wesiward of
us before we put down. I think most of the scup bad gone by on the
1st of May; they were the first fish we caught.

My idea about fish striking the shore is, that they strike in square
from deep water when they find the water of a certain temperature.
They run close-to the shore, and, if the shore rises gradually, they will
come in very close to it, into very shoal water. We have caught plenty
of small scup, and they are plenty now. They are five or six inches
long. We first caught these small ones about the last of June; none of,
them earlier than that. We get very few big scup now. I have made
up my mind this year that scup grow pretty fast. I think a year-old
scup weighs about three-quarters of a pound. We get-some that don’t
weigh over half a pound that I think were spawned this spring.

I have fished at Montauk five or six years. We have caught a few
stingarees here, but do not catch many now ; it is late in the season for
them, I think. = We used to get them up at Montauk until the last of
July and into August. I do not recollect but three kinds of stingarees
caught here. 'We are not paying expenses now. We got some mack-
erel early, and we get a few squeteague. Blue-fish have been more plenty
this year than last. They are a very uncertain fish, anyway. They are
somewhere, of course, but they don’t show themselves all the time. I
don’t think there i8 any greater variety of sharks and rays at Montauk
than here. We used to get a silver-fish there that weighed forty pounds.
The scales were two and one-half inches, and looked as if they had
been plated. 'The fish was shaped a good deal like the salmon. They
had a curious-shaped mouth, that seemed to have a joint in it, where
the lower jaw slid into the upper one.* Squeteague eat scup either in
or out of the pounds; they are as voracious as blue-fish. We get for

* Probably Megalope thrissoides,
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blue-fish about five cents a pound ; but we make the most on squeteague.
We have taken 10,000 pounds of squeteague this year; we took 6,000
pounds at one haunl in the middle of June. That was nearly the first
run. The biggest squeteague we have caught, I think, would weigh
ten pounds. A north wind or northeasterly wind is the best for fish
here. :

REUBEN DYER, at Mr. Forbes’s farm, west end of Naushon:

We caught two or three scup a day; not so many this year as last.
There are more little scup around the wharves near New Bedford. than
there are here. .Sqgueteague are not more than half as plenty about
here this year as last. We catch them-up at Quick’s Hole, When
fishing for tautog, once in a while we would catch one. 'We use men-
haden as bait. for squeteague. Most are caught after dark. We used
to catch a good many Dlue-fish at the Lottom. All fish are scarcer this
year than last. Tlrere have not been any blue-fish around this year,
except very small ones. I have seen, formerly, this hole (Robinson’s
Hole} all alive with blue-fish.

Scup began to get scarce about here sevenor eight years ago. .The
decrease was not sudden, but gradual. I cannot say it-was the traps,
exactly. I think the blue-fish destroy a great many fish; they eat up
the little fish. - .

The men who have pounds here caught a few mackerel the first part
of the season. They do not catch many Spanish mackerel ; bus a few
bonito. I do not think sbore-seines destroy the fish much; but some
kinds of fish are destroyed by traps. '

© SYLVANUS WESTGATE, at Robinson’s Hole :

I am out on a seining-cruise. I have a net of about sixty fathoms. 1
am not doing much now ; catch some blue-fish and bass. I gepem.lly
haul at night. I think I should not catch anything in the day:-time. I
have not caught a hundred scup in five years with the seine. I have nc:t
caught any bass this year that weighed over twenty pounds. I don’t
think they are half as plenty as last year; there is no kind of fish as
plenty, unless it is menhaden. .

Mr, Dysgr. 1 have caught three sea-buss this year. A few years ago
I could go out and cateh fifty or sixty. . o

Mr. WrsreAaTE, I think the traps destroy the fish; I don’t think the
seines do much hurt. We have scined ever since we were born; but a
trap is a stationary thing, and if a fish is going by he must go in.

Mr, DYER. They ecatch more than they can sell in the traps. The
Pockets are sometimes crowded, and a great many die. This spring
they. could not get smacks to take the fish to New York fast enough..

r. WESTGATE. They need not try to stop trapping; they will, run
themselves out pretty soon. o _

Mr: DYER. The fish taken at the pound here are not worth $25 a day.
Last year a man hired the privilege of the pound, at Menemsha Bight,
and he sold $1,200 worth in a week. Squeteagué are not balf as plenty
this year as Jast. The'scup, sea-bass, and tautog, when they come in il
the spring; are full of spawn, ready to shoot. - They have ripe spawn 1p.
them when they come into the pounds. I had some and dressed them;
and found spawn in them so ripe you could not take out the spawn whole.

Mr. WESTGATE. I think blue-fish and squeteague kill about as many
fish as pounds. A blue-fish will kill twice his weight in a day, A blue-

S. Mis. 61—3
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fish - will go wherever scup can go, and they feed at the top more. They
feed at the bottom at night. :

Mr., DYER. I can tell you just my opinion about traps. If they did
not catch the mother fish in the spring, when they come along the shores
to spawn, I don’t think they would destroy the fish a great deal. They
should not Le allowed to put them down so early. I think they should
not be allowed to put them down before the 1st of June. By that time
the bottom fish have got through spawning. ’

Squeteague come about the 10th of June; they come from the west-
ward; they catch them at Long Island before we do here.

Question. What would you say of the plan of allowing them to fish
at any season, but requiring them to draw up the net two or three days
in a week ¢

Answer. That would be a good idea. ,

Mr. WESTGATE. I do not think Spanish mackerel have been around
here many years; they were something new to me, and I had been fish-
ing twenty years. . : .

Mr. DYER. I never saw a Spanish mackerel till this year.

Mr. WESTGATE. I never saw a bonito till two or three years ago; I
have not caught many this year. I think new fish are comiug on to the
shores, and if it were not for the pounds we would have them plenty.

PASQUE ISLAND, VINEYARD SOUND,
Club-House, Pasque, August 23, 1871.

Puairip O, HARMON, treasurer of the club, thought it a gross outrage
to have fish-pounds on the shore near. This pound was kept, he said,
by New London men, There was a much larger capital employed
in pound-fishing than he had supposed—between five and six millions of
glollars. Fifty bass destroyed in the spring prevents a vast amount of
increase. .

PETER BALYEN, a member of the club, said he understood that
the trappers threw away, at one time, alarge number of dead black-
fish, (tautog.) There are not as many tautog as there used to be
- by nearly one in twenty. There is a great diminution of the ground-
fish. The bass are more scarce. 1 think the traps interfere jyvith them
" very much. We had a law passed to prohibit drawing a seine on this
island ; but they draw a net every night, and if I were to go and try
to stop them, they would insult me. I am persuaded thetrappers do
not make any money for themselves, and they perfectly clear the whole
coast of fish. I think the great evil of the traps is,that they catch the
fish in spring before they have spawned. I do mot think the blue-fish
diminish the other kinds of fish that I spoke of. They generally follow
the menhaden. !

Mr. HARMON. The blue-fish have very materially diminished along
" here within three years, to such an extent that when fishing off our
stands we do uot tale, more' than -two or three in a day. Out here
I have caught as many as sixty in a day by drailing for them.
Now we cannot catch any. The blue-fish and bass accompany each
other, I think. . The blue-fish chop up the menhaden, and the bass pick
up the pieces. I don’t think there is one blue-fish where there were fifty
a few years ago.

Mr. BALEN. Two of us caught twenty-eight bass once, weighing from
five to twenty pounds apiece.
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‘THOMAS E. TRIPLER, a member of the club, said he had been here
eight days, and had caught twenty-four bass, weighing from four to
twenty-nine pounds. I think they are more plenty than they were last
Year. -

MENEMSHA BIGHT, MARTHA’S VINEYARD,

EAsT OF GAY HEAD, VINEYARD SOUND, .
S September 22, 1871.
JAsoN Luoe & Co., (the company consists of Jason Luce and Brother,

Mr. Tilton, and two other men:) : : .
Blue-fish are quite plenty near Noman’s Land as late as November.
We find little fish in the stomachs of blue-fish ; we have taken out
small scup.. I took forty-two scup about two inches long out of the
stomach of one blue-fish, a year ago this summer, out at the eastward
of ‘Edgartown. The blue-fish weighed about three and a half pounds.
Besides the forty-two that I counted, there were some so far gone that
. they could not be counted. : *
Menhaden average from 225 to 240 in a barrel. We caught this year
2,000 barrels, or about 470,000 menhaden. We caught over 100,000
mackerel ; not so many as last year. We began fishing about the 12th
of April, and caught alewives first. We caught about 100,000 dog-fish
this year. Allfish were earlier than usual this year. Mackerel generally
coine from-the 5th to the 10th of May, though we get some scattering
ones earlier. Menhaden come next. Tautog come early, with the her-
ring. We catch shad the last days of April. When we see blue-fish,
we conclude the spring fishing is at an end. We generally catch them
about the middle of June, going wost. We see acres of them schooling
off here. They are over in the Bay ten days earlier than here. Some
come into the Sound through Quick’s Hole. Menhaden are taken in
the Bay before we see any here. We catch scup here just about the time
they do at Saughkonet. I think a part of them come in by way of Saugh-
lonet, and a part by Gay Head. Scup are around Noman’s Land, and
are caught there with the hook. Wae have noticed a good many young
scup this year ; never saw them so before. This is the third season we
have fighed in the summer and fall, but this is a new thing to see so
many young scup. I was up in Connecticut last week, and they told me
the young scup were numerous there. The scup we take in the pound
are spawning fish. We take them weighing from one and a half to two
bounds. Many will not weigh over half a pound. We catch more of
that size than of the large size. I Have dressed scup that-were not very
arge which had the red-roe in them, which we callripe. I think wefind

Spawn about as often in the medium-sized fish as any. o

e-have every opportunity of knowing what fish eat, and about their
Spawn, because we handle a great many. We can squeeze young' ones
out of a dog-fish any month in the year. Last year we caught a drum.
We caught two salmon this year. Wae catch what they call sea-trout—
not more than three or four in a season. We catch the salmon in May.
‘We catch g fow blue-fish, squeteague, and skip-jack, or bonito. We h&‘l‘i;
- caught 150 albicore at a time.* We have caught as many as 500,@1.9
year. They bring six cents » pound. We catch lump-fish in the sggﬁég;
of all sizes, up t6 twenty inches long. They are as apt to get thd Arss.

scup at Lombard’s Cove as we are here. - o -

* Oroynus thynnus, S
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I suppose we catch more fish in our two pounds than are caught in all
the other pounds in the Sound put together. We think this is because
we are s0 near the ocean. When both pounds are in operation, we catch
more fish in the eastern one. Later in the geason we see schools of fish
coming from the west. .

We can judge something of the way fish are going by those that are
gilled in the leaders. Weo have caught the conger-eel in the spring.
They are a spotted fish, and have considerably large holes in the side of
the mouth. We catch many of them every year. Weo catch the true
cat-fish also every year,

Question. What would you rent your pound for by the month and
man it—five hundred dollars ¢

Answer. If you would say five thousand dollars a month, we might
talk about it. .

Before we came here with our traps, the herring had begun to diminish

up in Squib-Nocket Pond. Bat last year they could catch as many as
they wanted—from five to ten thousand at a time.
- Last year and the year before they caught more than they had in any
year for thirty years. Scup began to diminish'long before we put down
pounds here, Summer trapping would not pay without the spring
trapping. I have dressed tautog in the month of August chock-full of
spawn. ’ .

Question. Would it suit you to propose to close the pounds for a cer-
tain time in each week; say from Saturday noon until Monday noon;
and make the Jaw imperative on all the pounds, so that no fish shoul
be taken during that time by anybody; and with such penalties that it
will be absolutely certain that the law will be enforced ¢

Answer. That would suit us better than to be stopped entirely. We
would like that, of course, if we could not do any better.

Question. What would be the best way to prevent fish from going in
the pounds$ ‘

Answer. Closethe door; and if they went into the heart, they would
pass right under.

We make a good deal of money on mackerel; and it is no worse for
us to catch mackerel than for the mackerel-catchers. The money that
we make on tautog and scup is a mere trifle. 'We make money on the
fish that nobody pretends to catch with the hook, We have been in
the pound business about ten years, and I do not see any diminution of-
fish of any kind. Mackerel last year were plenty with us.

There should be a pretty heavy penalty, in order to carry the thing

- through ; and,it ought to be so. .

Question. What should be the nature of the penalty ? -

Answer. I should say put it pretty heavy, for we should obey the law.

Question. How much ¢ '

~Answer. [All present agreed that $1,000 was not too much.l1

Question. Would you advise a fine and confiscation of the equip-
ment?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is a good idea.

. Question. What would you think of requiring a license, in order to
put down a pound ? :

. Answer, I.should like that very well.

Qgestion. How far apart should the pounds be of two different par-
ties

Answer. About a mile.

Question. Would you say that, when a license to place a pound in
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.any given locality was granted, that there should be no change of loca-
tion without a new license $ .o

Answer. There should be no change to any great extent. It is not
a.common thing to change a pound from one point to another.

I think we should fare better to have the United States control the
business than to have the State do it. We want all to be served alike
in the fishing business, as well as other things., If we cannot fish, we
don’t want our neighbors to fish. If we could have our rights secured
to us by a license, it would be better for us. . ’

[All agreed that if it was a uniform thing to have the time of fishing
restricted, it. might be quite as svell T

Boston is the market for mackerel. We catch a great deal of bait to
supply the cod and mackerel fishermen. We don’t catch the kind of
fish that the people are contending for after the 1st of June. =~ .

- 'We never hauled our trap on Sunday, and are not disposed to do it;
if the. fish come in then, well and good. We have caught but few
striped bass; perhaps sixty or seventy. ’ .

One of our leaders is 216 fathoms and the other 225.

About one hundred and fifty barrels of scup in a day is as many as
we have caught this year. : ‘

Last year, on the 28th of September, mackerel were more plenty in
this bight than we ever saw them. Our traps were not down then; we
have never fished 80 late as that. But we propose to keep our traps
down this year till the end of the season.* The fall mackerel are small.
In the spring they are larger, and we get all the way from two to eight-
een cents apiece for them, - : .

The bill-fish, as distinet from the sword.-fish, is found near here. The
sword is smaller; the fin does not hook over like that of the sword-fish,
but goes straight up; but not so high as the fin of the sword-fish. The
8word is not so flat. “There is a good deal of difference in the eating.
You can see any quantity of them sometimes; but they are shy.

EDGARTOWN, MARTHA’S VINEYARD,
September 27, 1871.

This evening there were present at an examination of the subject of
heries the following-named persons, who are employed in ﬁshmg, but
Who have formerly been commanders of ships, and several of them
Captains of whale-ships: Captain Francis Pease, Captain Charles Mar-
chant,, Captain Alexander P. Fisher, Captain Gustavus A Baylies,
Captain Joshua H. Snow, Captain Theodore Wimpenny, Captain R‘ufus F,
Pease, Oaptain Thomas C. Worth, Captain Thomas Dexter, Captain
John P, Fisher, Captain George Coffin, Captain Josiah C. Pease, Oaptain
Leonarq Courtney, Captain George A. Smith, Captain_Richard Holley,
Captain Grafton N. Collins, Charles F. Dunham, esq., Dennis Courtney,
%S(I)er Bi)Huxford, William Simpson, Holmes W, Smith, John Vinson,
mas Dunham, , Lt
The persons who principally spoke for the others were Captam'Fm;kl".’S
Pease, Captain Rufus T, Pease, Captain Josiah C.Pease, and Uap®
George Coffin, - . RS

* They were kept down into October, but no mackerel. were taken.—8: F- B-
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Captain FrANCIS PEASE. Yish are getting a great deal scarceyr than
they used to Le. A few years ago you could sit on the end of the
wharf and cateh fish enough before breakfast for a family. Any boy or
old gentleman could do it. Now they are gone. The scarcity com-
menced when they began to put down the pourids. There -used to be
scup and tautog all through the harbor here very plenty, but now we can
scarcely get any that are eatable; we have to go out of the Sound.
Every year we have to go farther out. :

I do most of my fishing outside.” I have not noticed the harbor as
much as the other fishermen, and do not know about there being young
scup bere, though there always are some. 1 was on the wharf fishing
for cunners and T got two or three little scup.

There are no traps on the island this side of Holmes’s Hole. Up at
Menemsha they caught up so many fish that they could not dispose of
them. We do not get blue-fish as plenty as we used to. There are a
good wmany caught with seines. The boatmen think they have not done
as well this year as before. Most of the fish caught here are shipped to
New Bedford and New York. There are some thirty-five boats that are
sending off fish. Vessels come in and take them—four or five of theni.
The majority of the boatmen sell to the vessels. The latest that I have
known blue-fish to be caught was the last of October; but those are
what we call the fat ones, weighing from ten to fifteen ponnds apiece.
We don’t catch many of them, and those we want ourselves, Most of
them are caught over at the island of Muskeget. I think the blue-fish
spawn at the south. They are a warm-weather fish; the least cold will
send them off into deep water. .

Captain JostAHO. PEase. We calculate that the blue-fish spawn here
about the last of July aud first of August, I have seen them when I
think they were spawning on the sands. I have caught them a short
time Dbefore full of spawn, and then for a time afterward they would be
thin ‘and weak. - They do not get much fat about thew till the last of
August or firsy of September, They spawn on white, sandy bottom,
right out to the eastyard of this island, toward Muskeget. I have
seen them there in considerable numbers formerly. .All kinds of fish
are scarcer now than they used to be. A few years ago we could get
any quantity of them. :

Question. What has made them scarce; has there been any disease

"among them ¥ : L

Answer, Yes, sir. The disease is twine, I think. Fishing never killed
out the fish. '

When I was a boy we could catch as many scup right off the wharves
as we wanted. I do uot think there are as many fish caught with the
hook and line as there used to be, We would catch them it we could

et a chance.

" Itis only about twelve years since fish have been shipped in large
.quantities. Before that the market was nearer home, and no fish
canght with the hook and line were shipped. Bass were so plenty
in those days that we could not get more than three or four cents a
pound for them ; now they are worth ten or twelve cents. I recollect
seeing one man, when I was a boy, haul up three thousand, that he
allowed to lic:and rot. QOur boats could then get one hundred in a day
quite frequently ; large bass, too.

Question. But bass are not caught in the pounds, are they ?

Answer. They are-a cunning fish, and know enough not to go into
the pounds after they have been in one once.
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I do not know where the striped bass spawn. I have never seen any
very young; none two or three inches long. .

I never saw a young squeteague.

I have seen plenty of young rock-bass not more than two inches long.

‘The striped bass go up into the ponds and among the eel-grass, I
suppose, ‘

Question. Dow’t you think the blue-fish have something to do with
making other fish scarce %

Answer. No. There have always been blue-fish. For thirty years
they have been plenty. - .

Captain Rurus F. PEASE. Blue-fish came in here before 1830 I
recollect of hearing the old folks talk about bluefish. I caught them

_ before I went to sea, in 1824,

Captain GEO. COFFIN. I caught enough to load a boat in 1825. They
were 80 plenty, I caught them just as fast as I could haul them in.

Captain FrRANcCIS PE4sE. I have heard my father speak of the large
blue-fish, weighing forty pounds. I think that must have been before
the beginning of this century. They were all gone long before my day.
The first that I recollect were small fish. The large blue-fish are not as
active as th(_a smaller ones. I think the blue-fish that are around in the
Sulumer, weighing five or six pounds, are the same as we catch now,
which are large and fat. .

Captain RUFus F. PEASE. Blue-fish are growing plenty now away
down foward Nova Scotia, and are growing less year by year here.
The mischief of the pounds is, they keep the price down, and they can-
not sell their own fish. - 1 think they injure every man; I can see in the
last ten years a great change.

Question. Why are fish so dear at retail ¢ _

Answer. That is all owing to the market-men, who have a compact
among themselves that they will not sell below a certain price.

Captain FrANCIS PEASE. It makes no difference with us whether
fish are high or low; they will not give us but about a cent & pound,
while at the same time they keep their agreement not to sell for’less
than eight cents. : '

There were as many as twenty-five boats from the bluffs around here
this year, driving off the fish from the shoals. They are not fishing-
gogts; but they come with a crowd of sail on, and they frighten the

sh.

If fish were not canght any faster than they are taken with a hook
and line, they would be plenty. ) _
Captain Jostax O. PrasE. The pounds take all the breeding-fish
that come into the shores. I saw in New Bedford, the first of: May,
large scup, full of spawn, and rock-bass. They were taken in the

pounds, and could not have been caught with lines; it was too early.

- Oaptain R. F. PEASE. They had so many tautog taken at Wood’s Hole
at one time that the net sunk and the fish died, and they had to turn
them on the shore. They were chuck-full of spawn ; large breedersin
there, looking for a place to deposit their spawn.

Captain Josram C. PEASE. Some of the farmers will have a pound,
and go'to it in the morning, and take out the fish and ship them, and then
go to work or their farms. They do not follow fishing for a living. - n

Captain R. F, Peasi. The law ought to be .uniform. One reaﬁi&S
why the pounds were not stopped by the legislature of Massaehu's:uld
was, that the Provincetown people made a statement that the.}; ?t; ald.
not fit out their vessels with bait, nnless they had pounds to-catch 1t 1or
them. '
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Question. Could they?

Answer. How did they do it before? They bad the same facilities
then as now. They used to send to Nova Scotia for bait; now they
use only herring and menhaden for bait. Menhaden are getting scarce.
This harbor nsed to be full when I was a boy; but it is a rare thing
to find any here now, because they are caught up. They don’t catch
them at Saughkonet Rocks, as they used to. If they keep on catching
them up as they have done, we shall have to send to California to get a
mess of fish. We have had bonito here this year, and there have been
more squeteague about this year than before.

Captain FRANCIS PEASE. When I was a boy, we used to catch sque-
teague very plenty. You cannot go off here now and get fresh fish
enough for diuner and get back in time to cook it. You will soon have
to ko to New Bedford to get fresh fish. I used to go out at this time of
the year and catch half a barrel, in a short time, of big pond-scup
eight inches long. . .

Captain R. F. PEASE. Round Muskeget we used to do well catehing
the large blue-fish and bass, but now we caunnot get any' fish there, I
am down dead against any fishing except with hook and line. A man
who is rich can sweep the shore with nets, but a poor man, with his
boat, cannot get any fish. The big fish eat up the little ones!

Captain J. O. PEASE. I think five hundred pounds is the highest
amount I have ever caught this year in a day. Four years ago I caught
1,472 pounds in a day. 1 used to go three or four years ago and get
250, 275, and 280 fish in a day, but now it is hard work to get a hun-
dred. They have been decreasing gradually every year for four or five
years. Last year there was a great fall froln the year before. I know
there is nobody who goes over more ground for blue-fish than I do. I
caught the first blue-fish this year the 29th day of May. Sometimes I

- get them as early as the 25th of May. Wae generally catch a fow of the
first when we are fishing for codfish at the bottom. Wae catch codfish
till the last of May. We do not see them at all on the top of the water
when they first tome. We begin to see their whirls on the water abont
the middle of June. If the weather is warm, they will be here till the
middle of October. I have caught them as late as the first of Novem-
ber. I have caught blue-fish that weighed thirteen or fourteen pounds,
Blue-fish now are our main stay. If I could have my choice of the fish
to be plenty, I would choose sea-bass. Scup are too small, unless they
are very plenty ; indeed, you could not make any wages catching them.
I would like to bave a law prohibiting the use of pounds aud seines for
ten years. Is not that fair? They have had a chance for ten years,

* and a few are monopolizing the whole fishing. L

Qu?estion. What fish would be materially affected by seining besides
bass

Anpswer. AS quick as frost comes, the bass go out into the rips, and
we can catch them with hook and line. Tbey follow the small fish out
of the shallow water. The cold weather drives the little fish out, and
the bass follow them, We never catch in the Summer, in July and

Aungust. Last year, one day, I saw an immense number of blue-fish

down beyond Cape Pogue. It was quite calm, and I could not catch
one. There was a seine set there that afternoon, and hauled ashore
about three hundred. That night a gill-net was set, and next day you
could not see a fish, They were all frightened away, That was some
time in June, I think.,

Question. Would not they have gone off any way?
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Answer. No, sir; you would see them month in and month out, if not
disturbed.

Question. What do blue-fish eat ¥ ‘

Answer. They will eat everything that is liviug. We have a great
many launces that they eat. They take young scup and squid. They
eat 2 good many eels, too, and anything they can get lold of. [The
general opinion was that blue-fish do not often eat ecls.] The blue-fish
eats off the tail of the eel.

Captain R. F. PEAsE. You may go to work and dress 1,500 blue-fish,
and [l bet you won’t find an eel in any of them. There isa time when,
I think, they are spawning, when they will not bite at all, and they have
not anything in them ; but we generally find them pretty full. Eight
or nine years ago, any laboring man counld go down to the whart and get
a8 nany scup as he wantead for breakfast, and then go to his day’s work.
They. were good-sized scup; but now, if we get any, they are not fit to
eat. Tourteen years ago, I could make more money catching blue-fish
at a cont and a quarter a pound than I can now for three cents. I could
sell them at three-fourths of a cent or a cent a pound, and make good
wages at that. The vessels that come here now in the first part of the
season offer two cents a pound.

' NANTUOKEF, July 18, 1871.

Testimony taken at Nantucket, July 18, 1871, being made up of state-
ments by several persons engaged in fishing either with lines or nets of
different kinds, Captain O. B. Gardner, Sylvanus Andrews, John G.
Orpin, and Captain Winslow being the principal fishers with lines, and
Mr. Snow, Gershom Phinney, William C. Marden, and Mr. Chapin using

pets, the last two using hooks and lines also: ,
The testimony of those using hooks and lings only was substantially
as follows:. o
Boat-fishing is nothing now. Blue-fish are not more than ‘half as
plenty as five years ago. They were not as plenty five years ago as
they were ten years ago. They grew less after the use of seines and
gill-nets began. That broke up the schools’/of fish that used to go
around the island two or three times a day. Forty years ago the blue-
fish were very small, about ten inches long. They were not here before
that. Year by year they became larger, and in about three years
" obtained their full size. Up to this time blue-fish are scarcer on both
sides of the island than they were last year, thougli early in the season
they were more plenty. . .
The average catch up to this time has been less this year than last;
but more have been taken, because there have been more nets. Fifty
nets, probably, have been added this year, generally on the north side.
These are visited every morning. They are from thirty to forty fathoms
long. They will gill & blue-fish that weighs two pounds. Tp to within
a few years you could go with a boat anywhere-in this harbor and get
as many blue-fish as you wanted. Now they are driven out Ly the nets.
They used to have spawn in them, but they don’t now. _

Mr. SNOW, who uses seines or gill-nets, said: R

The 29th of May we caught the first blue-fish, “We don’t catch them
as early with the hook as in seines. They came here late this séason.
About a hundred o day is a good catch this season. They weigh about
gix or seven pounds. In September we catch them weighing twelve to
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fifteen pounds, getting twelve out of ‘a hundred of that size. That is
when they are passing back. We have caught some in the nets this
spring that weighed ten pounds. We can catch blue-fish steadily
throughout the summer; generally get some every day while they
are here. When we get two tides a day we get more fish. They come
in on the flood, and we take them when they are going out. We inva-
riably catch them on the ebb. [It was here explained that the nets are
get parallel to the shore.] The bait comes in-shore nights, and, I pre-
sume, they follow it in. They feed on herring and such like, They will
eat all the scup they can get. :

[The line-fishermen denied this statement, generally agreeing that
they never find any pieces.of scup in the blue-fish.]

Mr. Sxow. I have seen hundreds and thousands of little scup in them.
They will pick up a crab, and when they cannot get anything else they
will eat sand-squibs. I have found shell-fish in them,that they pick up
from the bottom. On the line-fishing grounds the blue-fish do not eat
scup, because they haveé spurs on them. '

[It was generally agreed that they will eat small scup, and that they
would drive away the scup, that run for protection into the eel-grass.]

Mr. ANDREWS. I think a large one would not run away.

Mr. Sxow. I have seen the largest scup in them, and even blue-fish
in blue-fish. I don’t think they waste any fish they catch.

Mr. WinsLow. Nine-tenths of the blue-fish have no scup in them;
but most of them have menhaden in them. There are no blue-fish here in
the winter. They come about the 1st of June, I think there are fewer
in the harbor this year than heretofore. .

Mr. Snow. We have probably two this year to one last year.

Mr. WinsLow. We do not catch so many with the hook,

. ]\%r. SNow. We get some every day, but not so plenty as for a time
ack. :

Question. How do you explain that there are three times as many in
the seines and less cauglrt with hooks? :

Mr. WinsLow, Those caught in the seines are small.

Mr. Snow. We get as great a proportion of large ones as we did last
year. I think blue-fish are more plenty in nets than last year.

Mr. ANDREWS. That is my explanation, too—because the nets have
destroyed the hook-fishing.

Mr. WinsLow. We used to get from two to three hundred blue-fish
in a day through the seasou.

Question. Have the select-men given permission to put down traps?

Mr. Macy. They have not refused any. ‘ :

Mr. SNow, The pounds did not do well last year, because they were
not rigged right.. I never fished with a pound, and don’t know any-
thing about them. Fishing with pounds is much more expensive than
with set or gill nets. It would cost $6,000 to put down a pound at
Great Point. I do not think there are more than twice as many gill or
drift nets this year as last. There are about fifty gill-nets out belonging
to the people of Nautucket, and some fifteen or tweuty to others, all on
the north side of the island. They are twenty-five to fifty fathoms long,
and from thirty to fifty mesheg wide. The size of the mesh is from four
and one-fourth to four and one-half inches, No. 15 or No. 16 thread.
We get the largest blue-fish in the fall. The biggest one I ever heard
of weighed twenty-five pounds. T have seen two fish that weighed forty
pounds, one weighing eighteen and the other twenty-two.

GErsHOM FINNEY. I think blue-fish are more plenty this year than
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they were last; they are very numerous this year. I think the large
fish are more plenty, as well as the small. c o

Mr. ANDREWS. We don’t catch any on the north side with hooks.

Mr. MacYy. I went out with a party and got forty, a week ago. I
know that the fishermen generally say they get fewer on the north side.

Mr. SNow. I think more fish would have been caught with the hook
and line if the price had been such as to suit the people. . ’

Mr. WiNsLow, I have been up six or seven times, and have aver-
aged, I think, two each time. I think we should have averaged more
than that two years ago; perhaps not last year.

Mr. PRINNEY. I don’t know where the blue-fish spawn; we see their
young ones here. I have seen them alongside the wharf, about four
inches long, a little later than the middle of July. They would catch
the little Jaunces and drive them about. The first school that comes is
generally the largest. | ) :

Mr. SNow. I caught the first blue-fish about the 22d of May.

Mr. PHINNEY said the 1st of June.

Mr. WiLLIAM C. MARDEN and Mr. OBAPIN fish at Great Point. They
fish some with nets and some with hooks. Blue-fish are more plenty
than last year, at Great Point, by one-third. We were there last year,
from April till about the middle of October, and we never got so many
on the lines during the whole season as we have up to this time’ this
year, fishing with the same apparatus. .

Mr. ANDREWS. On the south side we have not caught so many, up to
the present time, as last year.

Mr. PHINNEY. I think they came rather earlier this year than last.

4 Mr. MARDEN. We got them at Great Point about the 11th of June,
rat. .

Mr. Sxow. We are southwest of Great Point. They always come

carlier to the west, on the front side of the island, than eastward. As

a rule there are larger fish outside. Sometimes they come in schools,

sorted by sizes, and sometimes all mixed up.

[All the gentlemen agreed that they could not tell anythiug definite-
about tho spawning of blue-fish., Some would spawn when they first
~ came. Mr. Snow -had caught them with spawn in them, the last of
July. Mr. Andrews had seen them with spawn in them as late as the
last of August.]

Mr. Sxow thought scup more plenty this year'than last, at Long Hill.

Mr. ANDREWS 8aid the whole place where they were caught was not
larger than the room in which they were then sitting; and that was the
only place where they can be caught, about a few rocks.

Mz, Macy. They are very particular about their ranges. When one
géts the range of them exactly they can be caught in plenty there. We
caught 150 there, the other day, one of which would weigh probably
two pounds. But most of them would weigh not more than half or
three-quarters of a pound. Last year it was almost impossible to get
scup.  We paid five and six cents right along to get even small scup.

Mr. SNow. Last year, in September, we had g heavy gale, and after
that, for three days, we had scup. I don’t know where they came from.
Generally they were on the in-shore side of the net. I think they are
more plenty this year than last. Crow-fish, (black-bass,) generally so
called about here, are more plenty, as well as tautog. :

Mr. SNOW had seen no young scup three or four inches long. He had
seen, that day aud the day before, some about an inch long. :

Captain BURGESS, an old fisherman, in response to a question about
the use of nets, said: If it was expected that he should say gill-nets
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made fish more plenty, such an answer could not be drawn from him
very easily. Of the summer fish, the blue-fish and scup are the princi-
pal to be relied upon. Very tew tautog are caught here. Blue-fish are
scarcer, as a,uniform thing, on the north side of the island than they
have been. I fish on the north side of the island, from Great Point to
Muskeget. .

b lfyfr. PamNEY. I have seen more fish this year than in any two years

efore, )

Mr. CHAPIN. There have been more than twice as many fish in the
bay this year as there were last.

Mr. PHINNEY. I think they swim very low this year.

Mr. Snxow. I catch them lower than usual. I think they are after the
bottom bait.

Mr. PHINNEY. We find them with eels in them, and every thing that
lives at the bottom.

Mr. ANDREWS. I fish both ways. Twenty yedrs ago we could catch
enough at the top. .

Mr, SNow. Twenty years ago there were no nets belonging to Nan-
tucket people, but they came here from Cape Cod and fished.

Question. Might we say that, upon the whole, the blue-fish are more
plenty this year than last; but that, in consequence of their swimming
lower than usual, they cannot be caught with hooks?

Mr. PHINNEY responded affirmatively, others not answering.

Mr. BURGESS. I should like to see some one go from Tuckernuck to
the Point and get ten fish a day; whereas ten years ago you might get

,@ hundred. I don’t know the cause of the decrease; I think it is the
net;si) I have seen acres and acres along Great Point, but they would
not bite. )

Mr. ANDREWS. I think that is about the time they are spawning. I
have seen them when they would not take the hook anyhow, perhaps
for an hour, and then.they would bite, ,

Mr. PHINNEX. We find plenty of spawn in the blue-fish this year;
but not so many as we did at first; about the 10th of June we found it
most plenty. We find now more males, generally, than females.

Mr. BURGESS. The roe of the female is yellow; that of the male is
white. I do not know where blue-fish spawn; I never saw any of the
eggs floating on the water. I think the females deposit their spawn,
and then the male deposits his on top of it. I am very much opposed
to nets of all kinds; I think they are a general loss and disadvantage.

Mr. Svow. I don’t know what the fish are going to bring this year,
Last year they sold for about $8 and $10 a barrel. I do not send any
fresh fish, but salt them. We send the salted blue-fish to New York
and Baltimore. A barrel holds 200 pounds, which would make them
worth about four to five cents a pound. . ,

Mr. BURGESS. I think the scup, on the whole, are more plenty this
year than last, but they are small; we do not get large ones, as we used
to. The small ones are just as full of spawn, We find scup, not more
than two or three inches long, with spawn in them. It appears to be
perfect. Blue-fish a foot long will spawn. I got some to-day that I
think were a foot long, and they had spawn in them. I think it is
wrong to this whole communuity to have pounds.

Mr. SNow. I think the blue-fish have used up the bait, and are going
away to seek it. There used to be herring. and menhaden plenty, but
they are gone now. We do not find as many menhaden and herring in
the blue-fish as we did in June.
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Mr. ANDREWS. There has been more bait passing this island this
year than for a long time. : E

Mr. BurGESs. The menbaden come in the spring, and then again in
June, and .pass by and go into deeper water, where it is . cooler, and
come back in the fall. ' '

Mr. PHINNEY. There have been more mackerel here this year than last.
There has been only one net for them. This was a special net, smaller than
the blue-fish net. There have .been more schools in the bay this year
than last—Ilarge mackerel, that would be called large ‘‘ threes.” They
were spawning when they went through. We never catch any small
mackerel in nets. ' Cod-fish are around here in the spring and fall. They
are gone now. They spawn here in the fall." We find spawn in them
in October and November—rvery full; never, or very seldom, in the
spring, '

er.é‘ HowrmEs had fished for cod on the Banks, aud had found spawn
in them in July there; sometimes got a bucketful, in latitude 45°.
They do not appear to have auny spawn in June, and ‘we catch only a
few female fish shat have spawn in them. The Bank cod are a differ-
ent kind from the shore cod. No shore cod are found with spawn in
them‘except in the fall. ' I have seen a cod that weighed one hundred
pounds—more than five feot long. . . ‘
- © Mr. BURGESS. We once caught, ou the Georges, 1,100 fishin one day,

and they made 110 quintals of dried fish. '

Mr. ANDREW thought cod as plenty as they had been. The shore
fish bring about twice as much as those from the Banks. Take them
right through, and they will not weigh four pounds each. We have a
very large school here in the winter that will not average more than a
pound and a half apiece. .

Pollock are very plenty here, but they do not bring much. They come -
from the last of April to the first of June. They have no spawn in
them then.s I do not know when they spawn. '

Haddock spawn from the last of October to December.

Halibut are not caught much abouf here.

Squids are plenty ; they.are not used. .

Dog-fish are caught; many use them., They are not around here
much at this time of the year. .

Mr. BUurGEsS. The blue-fish were later than usual this year; Ithink
two weeks later. _ ) ‘

Mr. SNow. We caught the first blue-fish the 30th day of May.

R g

JuLy 19.

SAaMUEL H. WINSLOW, in 1870, June 17, went up about Tuckernuok
and caught130blue-fish ; on the18th of June eight nets were set there ; on
the 22d he went there fishing again, and got only one fish. The nets,
in his'opinion, had driven them away, (to the devil, he said.) He thought
the nets were driving the fish from the island. :

GEORGE WINSLOW. Ten or fifteen years ago we could catch as many
seup as we wanted anywhere around in our harbor. They were around.
the wharves ; they are a salt-water fish altogether. Now we can catch
gearcely any; it would not pay to go after them, It was so with bass.
Ten or fifteen years ago we could go out here apd load & boat with bass
in a short time, weighing fifteen or twenty pounds. They commenced
seining ; and now it is very rare to catoh bass.. Bass and scup are pretty
much used up; and the blue-fish are going out at about the same rate;
they age driving them away as fast as they can.. I have caught 140 bar--
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rels in a season of blue-fish at Great Point. Then they commenced net-
ting in the bay with seine and weir and every way in which they capture
fish with nets. The second year after they commenced they had a net at
Great Point, and I could not get anything to pay at all. Mr. Snow was
with me then, and he has had toleave it and sell his fish-house. I pre-
sume a man could not get ten barrels of blue-fish in a seagon now. The
nets alter the course of the fish. I think the nets use them up in a
measure, and they drive them away. The blue-fish are not as plenty on
the rips anywhere outside ; they don’t begin tobe. I think about four-
teen years ago they were the most plenty; then they commenced net-
ting, and they have fallen off. I have stood on the south shore and
loaded 2 cart in a short time, catching them over the surf; but now
you could not eatch half a dozen in the same time. :

The scup and striped-bass are used up almost entirely.” They went at
the seup on a larger scale. Four or five years ago.they commenced
.seining scup, to take them to the New York market. Our fish come from
the south ; and the scup and other fish, as the temperature of the water
becomes right, come in and go eastward. They seine them in almost any
depth up to eight or ten fathoms. Theyseined scup inthe early spring,as
they were passing. I have known as‘many assix hundred barrels seined
at one haul, by a man named Lamphear, up near Tuckernuck Island, and
he took them to New York. They were taken on the muscle-beds, at
any time in the season for them. I think the scup spawn with us,
becausé in July you begin to see small scup—we did years ago, but
don’t now. Years ago old gentlemen used to go and sit on the wharf,
and in a short time catch a basketful ; but one may sit there now from
moruning till night and not get one. The blue-fish are not only searce
but small. This same Mr, Snow has fished with me with a hook for
years, aund he was drawn away because he could not catch enough.

Most of our 'blue-fish are passing fish, and in a month they will be
down east of Cape Ann. Year by year they go away eastward further
and further. There are no pounds on Nantucket; they do Detter with
gill-nets, and depend entirely on them.

Blue-fish are very destructive to drag-nets. The reason fish are so
cheap is partly because they run in a great many from the provinces,
and blue-fish generally follow the mackerel in price, and there are still
many last year’s mackerel on hand. Where we used to catch five or
six hundred barrels of blue-fish in a season, off Great Point, we cannot
now catch a barrel. As soon as the harbor is strung with nets the

_blue-fish leave. All fish have their homes, and a class of fish will make
Great Point Rip their home if not driven away. The fish strike our

_ shores to the westward, the herring cowming first, then the mackerel,
the blue-fish, and scup, and all coast along down eastward. _

Question. What rewedy ought to be applied to make'the fish more

plenty c ’
! Mr.) WinsLow. Take the seines out directly; I do not want a net in
the waters in any shape or form. If you want to save the fish, you
must take the nets out. Any man who has observed, will say that the
fish have depreciated very much in the last fifteen years,

The principal food of blue-fish generally is menhaden and squid.
They can get menhaden or mackerel all the season through. Sometimes
they will Ieave our shorep for a few days and go off south of the island,
and when they come back they will be full of mackerel, I never saw
any cod-fish in them. They will eat flat-fish from the bottom. The
menbaden are very scarce now, and I think we shall lose them, too,
very soon, because they are using them up for oil. In this montd, and
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from the 20th of June, the ocean used to appear to be literally covered
with menhaden. Now there are not a quarter as many as there used
to be. People think thiey are plenty because, by using a purse-net one
or two hundred fathoms long, they can purse several hundred barrels
at a haul. Menhaden spawn in all the little bays as they pass along
the coast. They go into some rivers sometimes. I think they spawn
early in the season. I have seen sehools of young menhaden in the fall,
but I do not recollect seeing any lately. :

I think the scup spawn in some still places in our harbor. When we
first catch them the spawn is very fine, and about the latter part of
June they begin to lose the spawn. Soup feed on clams and musecles.

Mr. GEORGE F. DUNHAM. I have stopped at anchor over night in
two fathoms water, and in the morning have found scup-spawn sticking
to my rope. Herring spawn in the grass. I never found a scup in a
blue-fish nor an eel. Menhaden and squid are their principal food.

Mr. WINSLOW. Sea-clams were not here until about three years ago.
I first observed them by seeing the ducks over them. Ifour ycars ago,
perhaps, there was a bed three miles long of little ones, about a quarter
of an inch long, and the ducks found them and fed on them. The sec-
ond year, also, the ducks came, but the clams were pretty large for
them to swallow, and the third year they did not come. '

Mr. DuxgaM. It is not the scup they catch that malies them' so
searce; it is the spawn they kill. I have caught. spawning scup and
have sold the spawn—quarts and quarts. Scup bite here when they
first come; blue-fish will not. .

Captain GARDNER. Have been on the south shore of the island
eight years; have never caught any scup there. I catch codfish, had-
dock, pollock, halibut, and plaice, which looks like a halibut a good
deal.” The plaice-fish weigh sometimes twenty pounds. They are as
good a fish as the lalibut. Flat-fish are much more scarce than they

-used to be a few years ago.

I catch a good many dog-fish. They are on our shoals. I went off.
the 6th of June and caught them on the 10th. In six weeks I have
caught about thirteen hundred. They grow there four feet long; will aver-
age three feet. 1 havecaught but few blue-fish, and those when fishing
for cod:fish on the bottom. I do not think the blue-fish stop there at all.
In the fall of the year I have no doubt there are many mackerel about
there, for you see fowl and fin-backs, porpoises and ganuets, and I
think they are after mackerel, . ' A

Mr. DunaAM. In the deep holes out here in the pond, I used to go
with my boat and throw a stone overboard to give the scup a start, and
then I would throw my dog over, and so I would follow,and drive them up
to the shore and clear out of the water. They would spring out on the
bank, and I have caught five hundred at a time in that way.

Mr. Macy. Within ten years I have seen boys go to the wharf and
get scup, as many as_they wanted, but for the last five years we get
them only at- Long Hill.

-

: HyANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871,
Captain ALMORAN HALLET: : .

I have been fishing off the coast here for twenty years. The number
of fish has decreased very much, and I think the decrease is due to the

pounds. It is not for the want of proper food, for there are.a great
many shell-fish and muscles bere, and the fish that we catch are full of
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them. There is as much food for the*fishes here now as there was twenty
years ago. We never used to catch the sea-clams as much as we do now;
. they are taken with rakes for the market; they are taken in water from

six to twelve feet deep: N '

Blue-fish are much more scarce here than they have been. I do not
know where they spawn,

Scup are not a fourth as plenty as last year. I think they spawn
somewhere in the Vineyard Sound; they used to spawn in this bay;
twenty years ago you could ‘see schools of the young in the fall, alf
about in the bay; they have not been seen so for four or five -years.
We begin to catch scup usually about the 10th of May. They could
not be canght with traps any earlier than they are caught with hooks.
When we catch them they are full of spawn. . I caught two this spring
that weighed 73 pounds; I never caught any larger. '

The matter of fishing is one of great importance to the people here ;
many get their living by it. In these places, Barnstable and Osterville,
there are one hundred boats employed in the business of fishing, which
would represent more than a hundred families. If the fishing is broken
up, the people will have to go to sea or to work on the land. Most of
them are old men, and, like myself, have no trade. I do not know what -
else I could do., The biggest part of the men who have been ‘in the
fishing business have no trade, and must fish or go to sea. It wounld
affect the sail and boat making business, too, if the fishing were to fail;
they cannot get half price for their boats. )

The business is falling off, year after year, worse and worse, for six or
eight years. I have been off here and in the course of a single fore-
noon caught 800 scup that would weigh five or six hundred pounds; but
now I have not caught fifty pounds in this whole spring, and I have
been out every day since the 1st of May. I have not averaged a pound
of scup a day, fishing right on the same ground where I used to take so
many. Smacks that used to come’in and get five or six hundred pounds -
in a day, do net come at all now. I lay it to the pounds.

The diminutidn began about ten years ago, and there has been 2
falling off every year; so that I have not got more thai a quarter as
many this year as last; and it is the same with others, -

There are no pounds right about here. The tish come bere a fortnight
earlier than at Nantucket. Scup and bass follow the shore. They used
"t0 catch scup near Saughkonet so plenty that they sold them for nine-
pence a barrel. They are never caught east of Sandy Point.

We always regarded this as the great breeding-ground for scup; they
always had spawn in them when they came, but in October tlhey had
no spawn in them. .

They used to come from New London, and eighteen boats would 1oad
a smack in a day, : :

We got two cents a pound for scup this year, and two now for blue-
fish. Last year we got two to the 1st of July, and then three. Ice
was generally scarce last year, and, as we had ice, We got better prices
than some others. . v

When they were a8 plenty as at one time we could not give them
away. : -

If :h}? pounds stop the fish from coming along we shall not have any
to catch. . '

There is no need of poundsto get bait for mackerel and cod-fisher-
men, because we can get all the bait that is wanted with purse-nets, the’
same as has been done before. o :

Menhaden are scarce here now. They spawn here in these waters,
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I have seen plenty of little ones here in September and October. We
.do not get any mackerel here with the hook. - c

We used to get a great many striped bass in the bay here in the month .
of May.. They do not stay here in the winter, and are only caught in
May and June, and then again in September. :

It is not true that the more pounds there are the more flsh; the more
pounds the less fish. There is not a Dboat fisherman in Hyannis but
knows that pounds are -the cause of the fish being so scarce here. I
think they catch our scup about Saughkonet, in Rhode Island. They
get them sooner at Saughkonet than at Vineyard Sound, and about a
week earlier at Waquoit than here. -

This year the scup came here first, on the 22d day of April, which
was about two weeks earlier than usnal.

We send most of the fish caught here away to market. The blue-fish
are sent to New York. Many people around here have not had a scup
this year. ‘

A few Spanish mackerel are caught here in the fall in nets; they are
never caught with the hook. Noue were caught until within five or six
years. : :

There are no skipjacks here. I have not seen any stingarees here

HYANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871,

ALEXANDER CROWELL: :

The fishing business has gone down so that it is not more than one-
fourth of what it was four years ago. The pounds take the whole
schools. They are killing all the spawn and will thus kill the breed. T
am quite sure it is the pounds ; it is plain enough. The fish all come
here from the west through Vineyard Sound. Six or seven years ago,
the New London smacks would come here and eighteen men would load
a vessel every day, carrying about five thousand pounds—about one
thousand five hundred fish. They have now given up the business, they
get so few. -

The scup used to stay till the last of July and then go away, and come
again in September; but the big ones did not come agnin fill the next
spring. ‘

[Theg blue-fish came here about thirty-five years ago. We cateh sea-
bass here, but very few compared with what we used to do. The pogies
have gone also. We get.very few Spanish mackerel. The menhaden
are also more scarce. The blue-fish feed on menhaden.

The scup spawned in the Sound here.

HYANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871,

JOSEPH G. LORING : '

The number of fish has decreased here very much within the last ten
years, since I first began to deal in them. The fish taken herg are princi-
pally caught with the hook ; never taken in pounds. We think that the
pounds keep the fish from the shores ; we do not get fish in-shore as we
used to. Pretty soon after the pounds were first put down we began to
notice & decrease in the fish; and whether the pounds break up the
schools or what the trouble is, we do not know ;. but we know the fish
are much mnore scarce than they used to be.

S. Mis. 61——4 '
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Scup we used to get in the Bay, generally full of spawn in the spring,
and in old times we could get them till October; but now it would be-
. about impossible for a man to get half a dozen, where ten years ago he
could get two or three hundred. They have become less and less every
year. This year, as compared with last, I do not think there is more
than half a crop. For the last six years they have grown less and less.
~ Wae think the pounds cause the trouble. ‘We think these grounds are

the place for the fish to spawn. This seems to be the home of the scup,
on this sound here. They- are never caught in Barnstable Harbor; but
the pounds off that harbor get bass and blue-fish. The general impres-
sion about here is that the pounds injure the fishing; and if the ques-
tion of having pounds or not was put to vote in this county, seven-
eighths of the people would vote against them.
~ Shad used to be taken in the pounds, but for some years I have not
seen a box of shad on the shore.

There are not more than one-third as many persons employed in con-
nection with the fisheries on the shore as there were five years ago.
Those who have lost their business of fishing have gone away. There
are three places in the village of Hyannis where the fishermen bring
in their fish to be sent to New York to market; and they now bring in
at each place about a ton a day. At each place about sixteen boats are
employed. We give two cents a pound this year, but vaxy some accord-
ing to the market. We used to give three and four cents a pound.

C HYANNIS, September 18, 1871,
CHARLES H. WALLEY: ’ '

I have always lived here, and have followed fishing the last three
years, with a boat. Blue-fish have not been caught more than half as
plenty this year as last. :

The highest price paid by dealers here for blue-fish was twe cents a
pound, unless for a few days they may have paid three cents.

Very few blue-fish are canght now ; only one or two in a day.

Of bottom-fish (scup, tantog, and bass) they get from twenty-five to
seventy-five pounds a day, in good weather.

Very few rock-bass are caught here. L

Scup have not been near as plenty this year as last. June is the hest
time for'scup, but this season there were very few. .

TmMOTHY CROCKER, (a dealer in fish:) ~

Blue-fish have not fallen off in number as much as otber fish. I think
the pounds have had a tendency to make fish scarce; also traps and
seines. I do not.think bluefish will trouble scup or rock-bass very
much. We used to find menhaden and squid in the blue-fish in the
spring. C :

Scugp and sea-bass have fallen off very much within the last five
iy:;rs. I have not seen any more show of little scup this year than

Four years ago Mr. Loring and I loaded a vessel with sea-bass in
one day, and had fifty batrels-apiece to head-up and send to New York,
besides. They were all taken with the hook..

1 have had about twelve regular boats fishing for me this summer, I
think they averaged about one hundred pounds a day during the season.
One day 1 had 9,600 pounds brought in. I had more fish in 1869 on
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account of being in 'company with another man who was doing some-
‘thing in the business. My average this year was about fifteen boats.
One or two of them had two men in them. )

Account of Mr. Timothy COrocker’s business for the following years :

Bozes. Barrels.

B 300 o 8 {5 180 410

For 1868 ... i i i ittt ettt eaaaaan 174 . 382
Forl869 ..........- Ceerienieaaes teseetecaneeronnan 260 394
FOP 1870 <. e eemeeece s ana e e annnnns eeeens v 170 215
Forl871 ............ P .- e eeiereeaanans 190 172
PP S 974 1,573
Each ‘box contained 300 pounds, and éach barrel 150 pounds.

974 boXe8. . ... i e eeeaeaaen eann 292, 200 pounds.
1,673 barrels.... ... ...l e 235,950 pouunds.
K ST 538,150 pounds.
Supposing eachi fish weighs 5 pounds............. 5)538, 160 pounds.

107, 630 fish.

J. G. LORING, (a dealer in fish :)

. I had as many as sixtecen or- eighteen men employed this year; on an
average about fourteen men; and the same for the last four or five
years.

_ Scnp aud.bass have been falling off every year for many years. Scup °
were never known on the east side of Cape Cod. With twenty-five
boats we loaded a vessel one Saturday with big sea-bass. We gof one
and three-quarter cents a pound for them. The next year we got
dispatches mot to ship sea-bass and scup; they would not pay the
freight. . .

S?:up are not caught on the south side of the Vineyard. This is their
natural cruising-ground. I do not think the scup go back in schools in
the fall, but go just as it happens.

Spanish mackerel are rather falling off here this year. Three years
ago they were most plenty. The first I ever saw was five years ago;
but they were much more plenty the next year. : '

‘Squeteague are increasing here. They are caught where blue-fish are
caught, drailing, and while fishing for blue-fish. - -

- Account of J. G. Loring's shipments of ﬁslbfor the following. yearé :

Barrels.
For 1866 ... .. . ieeiinieeaaeans M ieeesemreneeen 5562
oL 1867 i eecieaicar i teema ety 612
For 1800 o i et ieceeaaaaieaaeaan vee 0694
FOr 1870 - o et iaiaaee e aaan 799
For 1871 ..... + eeeeeieaean terecenanarone Cveceerme e bt 567




- 52 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

In 1866 twelve men were employed in fishing, and in subsequent
years an average ot fifteen men. The barrels contained 150 pounds of
fish eacl. . o

[Reducing the above to pounds? there are found to be 483,600 ; and on
the supposition that each tish weighs 5 pounds, there are 96,720 fish. |

Captain HETSEL HANDY :

You may call on anybody on Cape Cod, and you will find he was
brought up to go to sea. .There was nothing else for us. Steam has
now taken the lead; and we must either take our families and go away,
or else something must be done to enable us to live here. With a weir
two or three men can catch more fish than all the other fishers on the
coast, They ship oft 2 hundred tons a day to New York, and they must
be used up or spoil; whereas if they were caught with a hook and taken

" care of they would be good, healthy food for men to eat.

1 don’t know of any other way than to stop the pounds wholly. The
pound-men will not be satisfied with taking up their nets two days in a
week. The decrease ot fish this year is 50 per cent. Fishermen who
have been in my employ two years say they used to fetch in five hun-
dred pouunds of fish iv a day and get a cent a pound for theimn. Now
they go out and try from 2 o’clock in the morning, and coine in at night
with one or two fish; and some come with no fish at all. Twenty boats
will not bring in more than two barrels. It seems to me the men havé
not made seventy-five cents 4 day; and they get up at1or 2 o’clock in the
morning and are off at the ¢ Bishop’s,” or some other fishing-ground out-
side, when day breaks.

‘We have paid two cents a pound for blue-fish, and have lost a quar-
ter of a cent a pouund. .

I ship to Baker & Co., J. W. Miller & Co., and Crocker & Haley. I
sell some, too. They don’t 16se anything. I sent two boxes of blue-fish
at the same time; for one I got 812, and for the other a dollar, or less.

I have heard men solemnly swear they would destroy the pounds and
everything conmected with them that they could lay their hands on before
they would submit to have the maintenance of their families thus taken
away. B

I %hink Government does not do what it should to protect the fisher-
men in their trials to get a living. .

1 have handed a man a quarter of a dollar, and even less, for his day’s
work in fishing; and they would say their arms felt as though they would
drop off. 1t is a bard case anyway. What are they going to do next
winter? If they are well they may keep out of the poor-house.

" There are a good many wmackerel-fishermen who go from here,

There are two weirs in Harwiek; four this side ot Monomoy,

Blue-fish like squid very much; they drive eels clear up the creeks:
The first blue-fish caught are caught at the bottow, while fishing for
scup. I never saw any scup in blue-fish. I have found a whole men-
haden in the stomach of a blue-fish. _

Gill-nets never ought to be set in thése waters. The fish die in them
and drop around, and that frightens away all that kind of fish, Two or
three men.about here have had weirs for thirty years; and they say
that if they cut up a shark and strew the pieces around they are.not
troubled with sharks any wore. .

If the work is given up to the pound-men, I do not know what will
become of the fishermen. It seems as if they cannot exist togetbher—
the rich or the poor man must bave it.

I think 100,000 blue-fish have been taken about Hyanuis this year.
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I have not seeu & large scup in two years. I shipped some of the
handsomest blue-fish I ever saw to New York. I gave a man 820 for a
thousand pounds, and I seng them in boxes, for which I got $6 33 a box,
containing three hundred pounds! K

The blue-fish are not so plenty as they were last year.

3112 h336ve had a single man catch 618 pounds in a day, for which I paid

I have been told by men that saw it that this year there were twenty
carts loaded with fish at Saughkonet to be carried off for manure. The
fish had gone there to spawn, and after spawning, if not caught, they
would go eastward. All the fish caught there are those that go there
to spawn., They cannot be caught there after they have spawned.

I paid to Eleazer Baler for six days’ fishing last year $59. He caught
scup, tautog,and a few bass. Idon’t think he has made half the money
this year that he did last. : :

Seines scare blue-fish all away.

HENRY LUMBERT, (Centreville, near Hyaunis:)

I was once interested in a trap, but use a net altogether now. We
used to catch menbaden mostly. I have shipped this year about 110
goxes and 120 barrels from four boats. They were pretty much all blue-

sh. ‘

I have not sent ten barrels of scup. We got about fifty Spanish mack-
erel in all. We caught one the 23d of July this year, and last year the
15th of July. We took the last we caught about the last of August.
Most of the Spanish mackerel were sent to the Parker House, Boston.
We got from twenty cents to a dollar a pound. i
 No fish are as plenty as they were o few years ago. I suppose the
traps and pounds, and their being caught up, makes them scarce. Eleven
years ago we could catch any quantity ; but we were not much better
off than now, for we could not sell them. We got from 915 to $20 a box
of 300 pounds; this year they will not average over $6 a box. Blue-fish
are so destructive I have told the fishermen that Government ought to
pay & bounty of a cent a head for every blue-fish. We drive blue-fish
pretty hard here.

Spanish mackerel were first caught here five yeérs ago. Icaught the.

first, and so¥d what I caught in two nets for fifty cents a pound.

I think the schools: of fish are broken up at Saughkonet. We have
caught less fish this year than éver.

We used to sell to smacks eleven years ago, and got a cent a pound;
we never shipped any then. But we salted \ﬁsh then.- I salted fish for
several years. Blue-fish are not salted much now here.

The prices were better this year than they were two years ago, but
not so good as last year; that was because ice was scarce last year.
There are too many fish caught and sent to. New York.

—

Woon’s HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS, July 6, 1871,
Captain EDWARDS: ' :

sgup.* ’
I have lived in this place thirty-five years, and have followed fishing
more or less since I was a boy. L

chgee

» The numbers are those corresponding to the queries on page 3 of 't.l}wi present
report. : :
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2. Not found here except from May till October, varying a little as
to the time of coming and going, according to the season. :

3. They used to be more plenty in June than any other time, and that
is about the time when scup first take the hook.

4. No more abundant. '

*5. Diminished, so that there is scarcely one scup where there were a
hundred ten years ago. .

6. Have been caught beyond the increase, in nets.

8. Three pounds; the average, including spring and summer fish,
about three-fourths of a pound. The large scup come first, and the little
ones follow them., '

10. The female is the-largest; but probably there is no difference
except on account of the spawn. : .

11. They come from the southwest, following the shore from Watch
Hill or Point Judith, into Buzzard’s Bay, generally swimming two or
three fathoms under water. .

14. A few scattering fish are caught about the 10th of May; this year
a few were caught in April, the season being earlier than usual.

15. They leave in October, and by degrees; once in & while one is
caught as late as the first of November : .

16. They come regularly, with a decrease in numbers from year to
year.

17. The larger fish come first generally.

18. Both together; they spawn within five to eight weeks after they
first appear.

19. Neitber will take the hook ; they appear blind at first.

21. Swim low; never seen by the ripple on the water.

22. They coms in-shore on the flood-tide, and off with the ebb. In
former times I bave waded in and driven hundreds ashore and killed
them with nothing but a stick. ;

23. I have never known-it to happen.

25. No. ~

29, The different sizes come together.

30. Gravelly bottom ; rather in currents.

31. Found. at all depths, to ten fathoms,

. 33. Noj; not after spawning.

34. No.

- 356.. They feed on shell-fish.

36. Not at all, except that the spawn -may be eaten.

37. Crabs, and other small shell-fish.

38. No.

39. Not a great amount ; not voracious. :

40. Not in breeding-time ; but usually in the latter part of the season
there is a difference in color in both sexes, according to the color of the
feeding-ground. On light, sandy bottom they are invariably light-
colored ; and on rocky bottom, dark.

41, None.

42. By catching the fish while going to their spawning-ground.

46, They always spawn in grass, and prefer some current caused
by the natural ebb and flow of the tide.

50. Near the bottom.

51. Yellowish. :

63. The parent fish does not devour them ; but eels and other fish eat
the spawn.

64. Very few now scen anywhere.

68. No.
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70. No.
71. With the hook ; mostly by nets and pounds. Olam and squid are
the best bait for the hook, - : N
73. Taken in nets most in the month of June; with the hook through
the summer, :
74. A man may now caich four, or he may catch a dozen in & day;
but at any rate, so few that no estimate can be made. :
b 7(11. They are caught two or three weeks earlier in nets than with the
ook,
77, The flood-tide is best for fishing,
78. Sent to New York and Philadelphia.
79. Good; best when newly caught.
81. Very extensively. . .
82. Probably none are now salted, since so scarce. :
83. Not used for manure now. It was formerly; but is now too
. scarce. . ,

BLUE-FISH.

They come about the 1st of June and remain till the middle of Octo-
ber; most abundant in June. ' .

4. There are more pounds of blue-fish caught now than of any other
kind.

5. Diminished.

6. I think they have extended their ernising-ground to the east, as
they do not find the bait that they used to.

7. Diminished more than half; probably three-fourths, so that there is
not more than one-fourth as many. )

8. Sixteen pounds; the average of the first run, which is the largest,
lsevel:1 pounds; the Jater runs will not average over two and a half
pounds, .

10. I think not. .

11. They seem to come more directly from the sea, and from the east-
ward. They are caught at Watch Hill before they are found lere.
Thousands of them go outside of Nantucket, following the mackerel and
menhaden.

12. No particular route.

14, They follow along one after another, the largest coming first,
generally following near the shore, and come in from all directions. Most
plenty about the middle of June. I

14. At different times, never breaking up the schools.

16. Rather regular; but constantly decreasing in numbers.

17. The largest come first and leave last.

18, They have no spawn when here, o

19, They always will take the hook if they have the right kind of bait—
any kind of fish—a good piece of fresh herring or menhaden is good
enough for them.

21. Swim both high and low; they show themselves at the.surface,
and attact: birds. -

23. No.

24. No. A

30. In currents; generally on sandy bottom where the water is not
deep, on what are called *rips.”

31, From two to five fathoms.

32, Not very warm,. :

33, They kecp together in this vicinity.



56 REFORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AHD FISHERIES.

" 34. The horse-mackerel* and the porpoise ; nothing else troubles
them. ' : . -
- 35. Voraciously on most kinds of small fish, squid, herring, menha-
den, smelt, &c. -
36. Very slightly.
- -68.. No. '
70. No. :
71. In nets, pounds, and with hooks; the best bait béing menhaden,
herring, or squid. :
72. Pounds and gill-nets.
73. Taken in nets from the 1st of June till the middle of October, and
during the same time with the hook.
74. Not a regular business here.
76. No. .
. 77. Most on the flood-tide.
’218. Sent to New Haven, New York, and Boston, and used here more -
or less.
© 79. Good when fresh; and when salted equal to No. 1 mackerel.
80. Only a short time.
82. Salted to a considerable extent.
83. No.

TAUTOG.

2. From first of May to the middle of November. Most abundant in
May and October. In the summer season they are in the grass, and
do not bite well. : '

4. Rather more abundant than other fish. '

6. Decreased some ; not so much as other fish. They are not exposed
so much to nets, as they do not make any long journeys.

7. Nearly one-fourth, : ‘.

8. One remarkably large, twenty-two pounds; generally the largest,
twelve pounds; and the average, not over two pounds.

9. I once tried an experiment with one that weighed half a pound,
putting Iiim into a lobster-car, where he had plenty of room and plenty
of food, there being three hundred pounds of living lobsters with him,
He was kept in the car from the 1st of May to the end of October, six
months, when he had destroyed all the lobsters, and weighed three-
quarters df a pound! Thirty-two years ago I put some thousands of
small tautog -in the pond, some of which staid there five years, but
none were caught weighing over two and a half pounds, and they had
. one year’s growth, at least, when put in the pond. - o

10. They do; the female is shorter and thicker than the male, and
generally the largest. i :

11. They come directly in from the sea. . ‘

«13. They go out to the mouth of the sound, far enough-to prevent
being chilled and frozen to death, in water from fourteen to twenty
fathoms in depth.

14. They do not come or go in schools, and are first seen among the
rocks. The first fish are the largest.

16. They appear regularly, never failing unless killed by the frost.

18. They spawn in June. :

19. They will not bite when they first come in.

20. Within ten days they will take the hook.

21. They swim low, on the bottom nearly.

* This is the Tunny, (Orcynus sccundidorsalis.)
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22, ’.[Y:hey work in-shore on the flood, coming among rocks after crabs.

23. Yes.

29. They are found all together. )

30. They prefer a current; from one to four fathoms in depth, among
rocks; found sometimes much deeper. '

33. They do not travel in schools. . '

37. Shell-fish entirely, muscles, crabs, lobsters, &e.

:g. ’%‘Ihey usually go amoung the grass for spawning.

. No.~ :

46, In June, in-bays and harbors, among grass.

50. Near the bottom. .

63. Eels probably destroy the spawn as much as anything.

64. Usually in the grass, near where they are spawned.

68. Very cold winters kill them sometimes, so that they are found on
the shore outside frozen, on Noman’s Land and Gay Head. This has
happened twice in ten years. Thousands have been destroyed in this
way. They will freeze under water, the inside being a bunch of ice.

71. Caught with nets in the spring, and then with the hook. The
hermit crab is preferred by them ; crabs and lobsters are next best.

76. They are taken in nets from the 1st of May through the summer ;
with hooks from the middle of May. They are most plentiful in May.

74, Fifty pounds a day, with the hook. '

77. Caught more on the flood-tide.

78. New York is the principal market. ,

79. Good, fresh ; not usually salted. Retains its excellence as a fresh
fish as long as any fish, after being caught.

81. All that can be caught.

84, Highest price by the quantity in New York, this year, twelve
cents a pound. That is as much as they ever brought, and was for a lot
taken early. : .

*SQUETEAGUE.

Come about the middle of June, and remain till' about October. Gen-
erally caught in July.

5. There have been more for the last four years than before, but not
so many this yvear as last. They are not very abundant. Have in-
creased within the last ten years. :

7. There were none ten years ago.

8. Six pounds; average three pounds. = .

11. They come from the sea, and straggle along the coast looking after
food. They are not considered a running fish. I am confident they do
not gpawn here. '

_ 14. They make their first appearance in June. There is no difference
in the size of those that come first from that of those that come last.

16. They leave by degrées, in small bodies. )

16.° Not regular.

17. The same.

-18. No spawn seen in them,

19. They are an uncertain fish about biting, anyway, They are caught
in nets and traps before any are caught with the hook.

20. Have not known any to be caught with hook within three weeks
of their arriving. :

21. Swim anywhere, at bottom or top, just where the bait is,. They
attract birds, the same as the blue-fish when they come under & school
of small fish. A '

22. They will venture into shallow water on the flood-tide.
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23. No. n

30. On the sand and about rocks, both; generally where there is some
current, gnd where the small fish gather. - .

31. From one fathom to six. Often found in the grass where the
water is low.

34. None that I know of.

36. None.

37. Small squid and all kinds of small fish.

71. With hooks, drag-nets, and pounds. For bait white shiners are
used ; sometimes a piece of menhaden.

76. Taken in nets first.

79. Moderately good.

81. Quite extensively.

83. No. g

84. Average price is low; one and one-half cents a pound liere a week
8gO0. :

86. New York.

MENHADEN.

Come in May, and remain till the middle of October; generally most
early in the season. '

5. Decreased very much; very few now, comparatively.

6. They are caught in nets.

7. Scarcely one now to ten thousand formerly.

8. Less than a pound. :

11. Come from the west; pass by now. They formerly remained in
the harbor all summer. '

12. They go off to sea by way of the mouth of the sound and bay.

15. They leave in small bodies; they run together all the time.
ti 16, Regular decrease for ten years ; 1o increase at any portion of that

me. : .

17. No difference. : '

18. Not one in<wenty has any spawn. I do not think they spawn at
any particular season; the first: caught is as likely to have spawn a8
any. Those that stay in the sammer ran up where the water is brack-
ish and- remain; and in New Bedford River there are thousands of
young ones in the fall; the same is true at Mattapoisett, Wareham, and
Monument River. : i o

21. Generally swim high; make a ripple, but do not attract birds,

29. Half-grown ones are found with the old ones. I do not think .
they come here when only one year old. ‘

31. Four fathoms. °

33. They keep together in schools.

34, Almost all fish prey upon shem.

35. None; they eat bait or any small substance floating in the water.
They get very fat; but I never found any small fish in their stomachs.

36. Very greatly. :

" 37. Cannot give it a name.

39. I think not much. -

42. The breeding-fish are caught in nets. -

46. Nobody has found out; it is Ssupposed they spawn at all seasons.

63. All kinds of fish eat the young; have even more enemies than
when full-growxu; : : :

- 64. No, not now.

67. No.

68. No.
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71, In sweep and purse nets and in pounds; not with lines.

78. Used for manure, oil, and‘mackerel-bait. E

84. Highest price, 1 50 a barrel for mackerel-bait ; fifty cents at:ithe
guano works. About the same as former prices. ) .

.86. Here, for fish-bait, and to the gnano-works. About two thousand
barrels were sold to fishermen, for 81 50 a barrel, for bait. Searcely a
quarter of those caught about Buzzard’s Bay go:to the fishermen, but
go for.oil and guano. : ‘ ) : :

HERRING.

There have been as many herring the past year as for many years;
more abundant just about here than for two or three years before.
They come about the first of March and stay till June. The young ones
strike in about the 15th to the 20th of May, and in a pleasant afternoon
there will be from one to three acres very lively with half-grown her-
ring, and those not much larger than the finger; among these a fow old
ones that seemed to be their guides. The little ones never go up the
rivers. They are caught with nets when running up creeks. Good,
fresh ; most of them are salted. They were formerly sold early in the
spring to the George’s fishermen for bait. This year they brought about
forty cents a hundred; generally average seventy-five cents a hundred.
Most are carried to New Bedford to market. I seined up the herring
for bait, at the pond near my house, for three years in:succession, and
in that time used them al] up, so that none come there now.

Woon’s HOLE, June 19, 1871.

Captain THoMAs HINOKLEY, JR :

On the 19th of April of the present year welaid ournetand got 25 tautog.
The pounds were put dowa about the middle of April. The herring or ale-
wives did come into Buzzard’s Bay as soon as into the Vineyard Sound. I
think they come-direct from the sea, and do not run along the coast. They
are caught in February off the coast outside of the Vineyard. The
Georges fishermen get. their bait of Euglish herring down east, before
the alewives come here. The English herring come here about the lst;
of May, but -are not plenty then. Last year we caught considerable
many in the bay, but this year not any, There are many in the bay,
:}rlld on the 1st of December there -are many of the Eunglish herring

ere.

The pounds are down and in operation in Buzgzard’s Bay, about the -
20th of April. Alewives are the first fish we-catch. The menhaden
this year were out of season—earlier than common. They -struck
in Buzzard’s Bay, and we caught a few the 20th day of April. It was
something remanf{able, noever.known before. I think some had spawn
in them then; about the 1st of May they had. They should 0ot
strike good until about the 10th of May.. ‘

SoUP.

. 2, No; onlyduring the sammer months. They make their appeasance
about the 156th of May, and remain until about the middle of (Qctober.
In about a week after they come in they are most abundant. They leave
gradually, much more slowly than they come in. -
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4. They are the most abundant of any fish caught with the hook,

8. It is decidedly scarcer than it used to be, and it is becoming more
and more scarce. - You catch fewer in the pounds and fewer with the
hook. I donot mean tosay you catch: less scup this year than last year.
The diminution eannot be noticed so much from one year to another, but
during a period of five years. This year is remarkable for the nets hav-
ing taken an immense number of small scup, about half grown, except
the little ones, of which we make no account. It is unusual to have so
many half-grown ones come in. There are little ones, that is, very much
smaller ones than we have got here for many years: These run with the
big fish, and are taken with them. The big tish seem to pilot them in.

8. The largest scup I ever saw was about a foot long—would weigh
four pounds, I think ; though I never measured or weighed them exactly.
The big scup come first every year. We find nothing but large ones, the
first that we get; the next school, four or five days later, would be
smaller, half grown, weighing from half to three-quarters of a pound.

9. I think it takes scap three years to grow. I think the small ones
we get this year were spawned last year, and that the little ones were
two years old. I think I can distinguish about three sizes every year.
I never saw any spawn in the middle-sized ones. The last year's scup
will, most of them, go through a two-inch mesh; the middle size will
not. Scup will only grow to about such a size, when they stop growing.

11. They tell me that they catch scup at Montauk Point -betore they
get them in Gardner’s Bay. They get them at Watch Hill before they
do at Saughkonnet ; first at Montauk, then at Watch Hill. Icannot tell
howlong atimebetween Montauk and Saughkonnet. They used torunup’
into Narragansett Bay before they reached Saughkonnet, around by
Rhode Island Bay; and even sea-bass went the same way.

After striking the main land they follow closely around the shore, in
about eighteen feet of water, so deep that you cannot see them in a
school. If the pounds are set in less than eighteen feet of water we do
not catch the seup.’' They are caught about one day sooner at North
Falmouth than at Wood’s Hole. They are generally found in Vineyard
Sound sooner than in Buzzard’s Bay. This year they caught them at
Menemsha Bight three or four days before we did in the bay, and two or
three daysearlier than at Saughkonnet. "I do not think theréisany differ-
ence in the time of getting them on the two sides of Vineyard Sound. 1
think those that come into Buzzard’s Bay come out again into Vineyard
Sound ; otherwise the bay would be full. 1 do not know that there was
any more protection in Buzzard’s Bay this year than the year before.

5. I do not think the little scap are as plenty as they were ten years
ago ; but there were more this year than last year. A

46. I think that the scup that come into the sound go to Hyannis to
breed. '

7. In Waquoit Harbor they used to get any quantity of scup; they
were large and fat, because they-lived on clams. Since the pound was
set there they have not caught any scup with the hook in the harbor.

e pound is'on the west side of the harbor. -

12. I think they return the same way that they cawe, most of them ;
others go right out to sea. e ] '

15. 1 do not think there is the same regularity in leaving'that there
is in coming in; they do not school as much in going out. In the fall
of the year, when scup leave the ponds, they will school up and go
together. All sizes go out together. .

‘13. I do not know where they spend the winter; they are never seen
here then, ' ' s ‘
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14, In the spring there are several schools. Take the biggest part of
the time the large scup come first and have three or four days’ runuing,
then the middle-sized ones, and then the smallest ones. -Between the
periods there is a time when we catch only a few. - The large ones are
caught only four or five days, and little ones about the sawe length of
time. . : :

2. The scup generally strike about the 25th of May, and we get them
up to the 20th of June. There is no use in fishing -after that. Abont
the 15th of June we get the most scup; this year it was about the 1st
of June, the season being two weeks earlier.

I think not more than one-third of the scup that come into the bay in
the spring would stay there if there were no pounds. T think we do
not catch but a few of the scup that would keep in Buzzard’s Bay. I
think we catch somebody else’s scup, and but ‘a few of our own, Itis
only when fish are running that we can catch them in pounds. ‘Where
they belong, they will not run into pounds. In Clark’s Cove there are
two or three pounds, and there is any quantity of menhaden there; but
they cannot catch any at all in the pounds. Those menhaden belong
there ; they come there to spawn. ,

18. The sexes generally come in together. The female dog-fish comes
in first. When the scup first come in the spawn is not grown; about
the 15th of June it is pretty full.

20. When they first come in they will not bite the hook. Neither will
any kind of fish; none of those caught in- the pounds will bite the hook.
Even if as plenty as they used to be, scup would not bite the hook until
about the 20th of June; and I think they would bite about the same
time all along the coast. ' )

21. The gulls do not follow them at all. I think they swim within

from two aud a half to four feet of the bottom’; not nearer the bottom
than a foot, nor higher than about four feet from it.
_ 22, I do not think the tide makes much difference about their coming
in. -
19. I do not think you can cateh many scup with the hook when
spawning. Sea-bass and cod-fish sometimes bite when spawning.

23. Many fish are caught in the pounds when spawning, the mackerel
most plentiful ; tautog and scup also. The spawn is often seen on the
nets. . :

25. They do not run into fresh water, only into shoal wager:

29. We find small and large scup coming in together. .

30. On a sandy bottom, not necessarily rocks, excepting in the fall
of the year, when they will come on the rocks somewhat. It does not
. make much difference as to the water being still or running.

31. They are canght in water about fifteen feet aud over.

32. You get them in the sound just as well as in the bay. '

33. I think they school a little in going out, but not so much as when
coming in. . _ .

34. I do not think the blue-fish trouble scup any to speak of; nor sharks
either, as they are so spiny they will not take them when they can get
other fish, - . .

37. They feed mostly on sea-clams. I have seen them root down into
the sand in summer for clams, Sometimes they feed on other shell-fish
and small muscles. ) . .

38. Along the shore where it is sandy you can see where they have
made a little hole digging for clams. = A T

40. I do not think there is any difference in color when -breeding.
On g rocky bottom they are darker and more barred than elsewhere.
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37. They usually go to a place with rocky bottom to get some kind of
crabs or sowmething of the sort. :

'47. 1.do not think the small scup are the males accompanying the
big females, because in the large scup you find spawn, but in the mid-
dle-sized ones you do not have any show of that sort. The breeding
females are a little larger than the breeding males—simply swelled out:

. more,

45. I do not know what becomes of the spawn when laid, but I think
it sticks to the bottom; because if it floated at the top I should have
seen it when scup were plenty. All the spawn that we find in the
pounds is in the bottom of the bowl—none on the sides. .

47, 1 think they spawn in the school.

63. I do not know of any ; I do not know what the small fish feed on,

68. I never knew any sort of disease in seup.

71. Salt menhaden is said to be about the best bait, and salt clams.
We generally use soft clams for scup.

72. In a seine, mostly in the fall. Sometimes in a floating net.

74. When most plenty, the average catch with a hook and line would
be eight or nine hundred a day. They would bite about as fast as you
could put.the bait in, and you pulled them in two at a time. -

77. Secup, and all fish in the sound, bite best on the slack of the tide,
and not when it is running in full strength. In the bay it does not
make 8o much difference. '

86. New York and Philadelphia.

79. 1t.is good salted ; people used to salt them for winter,

80. They are best when first caught; but they eat them in New York -
when they have been caught a fortnight. . -

83. Never sold in any quantity to the guano-works; when used for
manure they are put directly on the land.” Never used for oil.

84. Highest price at wholesale this year was six cents a pound; the
lowest, two cents. The price was less this year than last; not because
more were sent to market, but because there were so0 many pounds
down. ~ : - .

I think the fish-pounds are a curse to the country, but I don’t believe
in Rbode Island catching our fish. In 1860 there was but one fish-
pound, that at Waquoit, and before that we used to eatch scup at Saughk-
onnet, but after they had it down three or four years we did not begin
to catch one-half the fish we did before. They used to come from Nau-
shon to buy scup. to put on the land, and then we tried to get a living
by catching them, but as.soon as they got pounds at Saughkonnet ourfish
were:-gone. There are:not now one-hundredth part as many sea-bassas

" there used to be.

MENHADEN.

1. Known as pogee, here. ,

2. Some are found all summer; it probably breeds. here, ;

3. They first appear‘at the westward. They strike Montank Point,
and follow along the coast exactly like the scup, but gorather more into
the bays.. They go:in more shallow water; I have seen them in 12 feet.
A: school:looks reddish. I have geen a school a mile wide and a mile
and a half long., They frequently swim near the surface, and make &
little disturbance that can be seen: The first school swims rather deep,
but as they become more plenty they can be seen. They generally
come in about the 10th of May ; this year we got the first the 21st of
April—about three: weeks eaplier:than the average. We got about a
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hundred barrels at once. But they strike off again for about a.fortnighs
before they come regularly.

4, It is the most common fish on the coa.st, but is nowhere near so
plenty as formerly:

5. They have diminished.

6. To pounds and purse netting; and I think they run in deeper
water this year:

7. There were not one-tenth as many caught this year as were caught.
last year, although there were a good many more pounds.

8. They run two different sizes; the largest, I think, are scarcely a
foot long

9. It takes them three years to grow.

10. You cannot tell the sexes apart except by the spawn. They both
spawn,

11. They come in like the scup, but hug the shore closer.

12. They go more to the westward than scup, and very nearly the
same way they came.

13. I'do not think that any stop here in the winter; they breed in
salt-water.

16. They keep cowing in thicker and faster till they get to the height,
and then they go off again.

-16. I think they go off in schools.

- 18. Both sexes come in together; they spawn about the 20ih of May

23. It does, when they are full.

19. They never bite the hook.

37. 1 think they live mostly on sand-fleas.

46. They spawn in shoal-water, in the latter part-of May. We find
young menhaden here in the fall. ,

" 21, Nearer the surface than any kind of fish I know.

134 All fish eat them. They make the best bait, becaunse they are so
oily

36. 1 do not think the blue-fish could affect their abundance when
they were so plenty as they were many years ago; but where we catch
thousands and thousands of barrels it must make a difference.

-37. When caught in the pounds they are traveling, and then we
seldom find much food in fish. The fish we catch in pounds are not
feeding, but are bound for their breeding-grounds.

40. No difference.

41. I think they spawn like a}ewwes, the eggs not 80 large-as those
of: herring. -

71. Never with the hook ; only with nets. They are taken with purse-
nets throughott the season, '

15. They disappear from the middle to the last of October.

75, The largest baul we ever made was 1,200 barrels; but I have
known others to catch from 1,600 to 2,000 b&rrels.

86. Most of ours was sold to the mackerel aud George’s fishermen. If
pounds were abolished, I do not know what the cod and mackerel fish-
ermen would do for-bait. It would not pay for all the pounds to be
kept down for the purpose of catching cod and-mackerel bait; if a few .
only were down it would pay. If the pounds were taken up by-the 10th
of Ma,y the scup would not be affected here. The scup are not any
apprecmble profit of a pound every year, but on the whole they are.
The demand for fish for bait lasts till about the 10th of June; after
that they are seld to the oxl-works, and the scrap. goes into the guano.

84, We get-about a cent apiece for them when they first come. Of
the George’s men we get half a cent apiece, and about seventy-five cents
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a barrel of the mackerel fishermen. When sold for oil they bring about
thirty cents a barrel. That is less than the former prices. Last year
the price was fifty cents a barrel, and -other prices in proportion. All
kinds of fish brought a low price this year, because there were 80 many
pounds running against each other. Last year we got $2 50 a barrel
alongside the fish-pound ; now we get only $2. We sell menhaden for
oihto the guano-works here. They grind up about six hundred barrels
a day.
MACKEREL.

. 2. We got some stragglers earlier ; but about the 9th of May we cal-
culated that the main body struck; that is, that they came in for good.
They appeared abouf the same time in the sound and in the bay. °

11. We caught them in the bay before they were caught at Wood’s
Hole. They always strike on the east side. - All the fish we canght this
spring had been up the bay and were coming out, _

2. The mackerel run about ten days. _ '

4. They were unusually plenty this year; I think from a half to a
third more this year than before. .

6. I do not know why they were more abundant this year.

11. In the fall they appear to go wore out in the sea channel. They
go east in the spring and westward in the fall, Last fall they were very
‘plenty in the mouth of Vineyard Sound ; were caught by the mackerel
fishermen about the middle of October—large mackerel.

8. Those caught this spring were so large that a flour-barrel would
hold only 140, without any ice, and laid ou the head would go half
round. They were not fat, but very poor. Sometimes we get smaller
ones.

17. There was only one general run.

13. I do not know..

18. Both come in together. There is a scale over the eye, 8o that it
looks very dim inthe spring, and they will not bite.

73. It is only caught in nets in the spring; they will not then bite the:
hoak.

23, Certainly, any quantity.

21. Near the surface. .

37. Nothing but small fish.

34. The blue-fish eat them ; all kinds of flsh will eat them.

46. When we first catcl them there is spawn in them, so ripe that it
will run out, about the 10th of May. They could not have got far from
" these waters before spawning. : -

64. I have seen young mackerel here in the fall; they are found in
the ponds, about five inches long. These, I think, were spawned in the
spring. T

52. I have no idea how many.

_79. At sea they are caught in purse-nets.

71. They are caught with the hook outside by the 18t of May, .

78. Highest price, ten ceuts « pound, and the lowest, three, by the
quantity. It was less than last year.

86. New York and Boston.

TAUTOG.

2. When the winter is moderate I have seen them around all winter.
In a hard winter many come ashore dead. They are more plenty in

the summer.
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71. A tautog will not bite when it is closed up.

4. Rather more plenty than scup.

5. Much less plenty than formerly.

8. Nine or ten pounds. The largest are caught in the spring, in the
fish-pounds. : ‘

9. About three years in growing. ‘

10. The female is more plump, and a shorter fish than the male.

11. We catch them at the head of the bay (west) before they are
caught here; the best place is along the coast in Buzzard’s Bay.

46. Among scattering rocks, or an eel-grass bottom. I have seen
them come in where there was not more than four feet of water, and
geen themn spawn there. Sometimes two or three big fish are seen to-
gether. They come to spawn about the beginning of June,and stay about
a fortnight.

52. The eggs are plenty, as large as those of the herring.

14. They come in in schools, the first mostly large fish.

2, They came this year on the 19th of April, and continued to come
more plentifully till the 25th of April. This wasabout two weeks earlier
than usual. :

19, They will not bite when they first come in.

20. Sometimes they will bite just before they spawn ; and then, agam,
right after. They almost always have one biting spell, Just before
spawning, from the middle to the last of May.

+ 46, I do not think they drop their spawn until the 1st of June.

23. Sometimes the spawn runs out about the 1st of May, in the pound.
That depends upon the number, whether they are crowded or not.

42, All the fish we take in pounds we take before they spawn ; none
of them afterwards.

- 21. Close to the bottom.

30. About rocks and eel- grass, whether spawning or harbormg

-34. None that I know of. '

37. Crabs, muscles, aid barnacles and I have caught them with lit-
tle lobsters in them. The hermit-crab is the best bait for them, and

~ sand-crabs.

86. New York, particularly.

82, No; it is not good. '

83. Not used for manure.

84. The first caught brought $75 for four barrels, in New York. A
barrel averages 180 pounds, without ice. The lowest price was one and
a half cents a pound here.

SQUETDAG:UE.

} 2, They are most plenty in August.

b. They are more plenty every year, while the blue-ﬁsh is gettmg
scarce.

2. We found them first this year about the 1st of June.

6. They increase because the blue-fish diminish.

8. The largest about nine pounds. -

9. They attain their growth in three years.

11. They come from the West. :

17, There are different sizes, but not so great as in scup.

20. They are not; caught here with the hook. In the'bay they are
caught, and will bite menhaden for bait.

37. I think they feed on the same as the stnped -bass; that 18, small

fish.
8. Mis. 61——56
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M2 Come in spring and leave in the fall. Come about the 20th of
ay.

21. Not so near the top as the menbaden. We only know they are
here by first catching them in the pounds.

76. Caught in pounds before they bite the hool.

8, The-larger ones caught first; welgh from five to eight pounds.

11. They go eastward. Come {n from the sea, like mackerel. Most
- of the migrating fish come in like scup, some running nearer the shore
than others,

23. Never saw one with a spawn in it.

64. There are many young ones about here.

5. They are decreasing; the decrease began within four or five years.

6. I think those taken in the pounds make much difference.

75. The largest haul I ever knew in. a pound was about seven hun-
dred.

20. They begin to take the hoolk about the 10th of June.

11. They scatter in summer, and school again when they run out.

37. Any fish that are swimming ; they want something to chase.
Never knew them to eat.crabs or shell- fish. Never saw worms in their
stomachs.

42, Know nothing about their spawning.

68, Never knew of any disease among them.

82. Yes ; many are salted in the fall, as it is then fal.

83. Never used for manure. :

84. Highest, ¢ight cents a pound ; and ‘lowest, four. That is as
much as the price last year. They wero scarce this year.

SPANISH MACOEKEREL.

. 2. We began to catch them two years ago, about the 25th of July.
Caught till the middle of September.
4, More plenty last year than the year before.
37. About the same as that of striped-bass.
8. Average about three pounds; never saw any of the very large
ones, 5o called,
SEA-BASS.

2. First taken about the 1st of May. It is found here in the summer
and in the winter.

5. Much scarcer than formerly.

8. Have caught them.that welghed twelu, pounds.

11. Much like scup ; but do not school as much as scup.

75. Have caught three or four hundred in a pound at a time.

83. They used to put them on the land about Seconnet.

46. 1 think on the eel-grass bottom.

37. They catch some fish and eat.crabs. Mackerels’ intestines are the
best bait; and the stomach of the menhaden ]S largely used as bait.

82. Never.

84, nghest; price, six cents a pound and the lowest, four. Have
known the prlce as bigh as fifteen and eighteen cents, ‘

STRIPED-BASS.

11. -They go eastward, like scup and gea-bass.
2 First caught about the first of May.
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A6. Think they spawn out south, in the fall.

5. They are much diminished—almost exterminated. .

71. We catch them with hooks in the spring ; but they will not weigh
half a pound apiece, and are all of the same size. - ’ '

30. These little ones go into the ponds every ‘year. -

8. The largest weigh from three to seven pounds, and then the old sea-
bass, as they are called, weigh from ten to eighty or ninety pounds.

17. There are three runs of striped-bass ; the smallest comin g the 1st of
May, the second size about the 20th to the 25th, and the biggest about
- the 1st of Jaly. ‘

72. They will not go into pounds; or if they do they get out; except
the small ones.

5. They are less plenty than formerly.

71. They begin to bite about the 10th of June.

30. The little ones go into fresh water ; the larger ones never do.

2. I have known them here all winter. The little bass stay in the
ponds until it is very hot, and theb come out, and go in again when it
is cooler. The large ones are caught in deep water.

37. Mostly they feed on'brit—Iittle fish. They will eat crabs, and a
large one will eat herring or menhaden.

11. They go eastward in spring and westward in the fall.

- 84, The highest price this year was not over half a centapound. We
caught none of the large ones. :

COD-FISH,

72. 'With the hook ; none in pounds, to speak of.

2. Last of March and first of Aprii off Noman’s Land. Come into
‘the sound about the 10th of April; they stay till about the first of May.

11. I think those that come into the sound go west. ’

HERRING.

2. Caught in pounds about the 1st of April.

11. Bound eastwvard. When they run low they are traveling.

75. The largest haul last year was 13,000.

5. More plenty this year and last than for some years before.

6. I do not think it is from the planting on the coast. Perhaps it is
because the blue-fish are gone. They were appreciably more abundant
- this year than last; and also last year than the year before.

Woobp’s HOLE, September 5, 1871.

Oaptain ISATAT SPINDEL : A
., Captain Spindel is the manager of a fish-pound at the eastern extrem-
ity of Buzzard’s Bay. They took scup first this year on the 27th of
. April. The pound was put down on the 12th, and the first fish were
taken on the 14th, Herring and alewives were the first fish taken.
Some English herring were caught with the rest, but not very plenty.
They are easily distinguished from the alewives, I call them ¢ blue-
baoks.” They are the same as they catch down east in nets, and also in
Cape Cod Bay. We got the English herring all the time we did - gle-
wives. I should say both were caught as late as the middle of May.
We caught them mogt plenty about the last of April. Never.caught
over three thousand aga time. We sold them. for bait; all the alewives
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caught in spring go for bait. We conld-sell ten times as many, if we
could get them, for bait.. We sold a few at New Bedford. A few are
salted by people here. They do not eat many tresh, :

" Menhaden comesnext. The first one we caught last year was on the
23d of April; and the first mackerel at the same time.

Tlie mackerel and menhaden caught then were stragglers. Likely
enough the next day we got two or three, and so on. About the 10th
to the 15th of May was the best time for catching menhaden last year;
this year they came on the 21st of April, when we caught a thousand.
We caught o few stragglers before. I think we caught one or two about
the middle of April. We brought them ashore and tried them for their
lelltness. The first that come are nearly as fat as they are in the fall of
the year.

The English herring have spawn in them when we first catch them.,
The alewives and menhaden have some. I never saw much spawn in
menhaden any time; not so much as in alewives.

I have seen blue-fish and squeteague throw the food out of their
stomachs when caught. I think the blue-fish fill their stomachs and
then empty them just for the {fun of the thing, so as to catch more fish
I have seen them go into a school of menhaden and catch some and
throw them up again, and then go in again. I could not swear they
threw the stuff up, but I am guite positive it is so. I have scen the
fish all chewed up thrown out in the water. They often Dbite fish, and
swallow a part and leave the rest.

We do not’eatch tautog with the first run; not till about the 5th to
the 15th of May. Wae catch only now and t-flen one in April,

Sea-bass (black-bass) come a little after the tautog, along about the
20thlof May to the 10th of June. We do not catch any stragglers in
April. ‘

We got the-first lot of scup on the 27th of April, when we got four
barrels, I think, We got them most plenty about the 8th of May. We
did not catch a great many this year. At one haul I think we got two
boat-loads, say thirt9-five barrels in all. These were very large—threoc-
pounders, some of them, They had spawn in thewm, not very ripe. I
have seen spawn in middling-sized scup—the two-year old scup. When
most plenty, we got 82 50 and $3 a barrel for scup. 'We sold to Powel,
of Philadelphia. " Thosc we sold at New Bedford we gotf three cents a
pound for, ’ :

The lowest price we have ever sold blue-fish for was two and a half
cents a pound—about the first of July. I sent some to New York, and
got $4 Y8 for two barrels. They would weigh 180 pounds to the barrel.
That was about the 25th of July. )

- 'We have caught less fish this year than last, and got poorer prices

for them. We have cleared expenses, though. If I bhad known
the result this year I should have undertaken the business, even if I
had other business. We did three times as well last year, thongh, I
do vot know why we did not do better this year; whether it was in
consequence of the greater number of pounds in this vicinity, or because -
the fish were caught more at the westward. . )
. Qu’esﬁon. What were some of the peculiarities in respect to fish this
year B )

Auswer. Scup came earlier; menhaden and herring about the same
time as usual. 'We have not canght any more squeteague this year than
we did last. Mr. Luce, at the Vineyard, said be caught as many as last
year, but did not get so much for them. We caught as many common
mackerel as last year; but they were more scarce than any other fish,
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Squeteague we took first about the 20th of July, excepting now and
then a scattering one; not more than half a dozen in all’ before that
time. *They had spawn in them-—good, nice spawn. I took particular
-notice of the difference between the spawn of herring and squeteague.
The herring-spawn was larger; that of the squeteague a dark red, and
smaller than that of herring. But all I noticed had spawn in them.
We never catch any small squeteague, though the first we caught, I
think, was not over u foot long. ‘

Cod-fish we catch once in a while; the large, overgrown, logy ones.
Woe canght one pretty good-looking cod-fish. . '

‘We never catch haddock.

Pollock we have caught a few. ,

Cod-fish are caught off on the Middle Ground in the spring; once in
a great while they catch a haddock, but not often. ,

Halke they catch occasionally. :

We never catch any salmon or salmon-trout. ,

Striped-bass we caught last year, sixty or seventy, weighing fromn
eight to twelve pounds. It is pretty difficult to cateh them in a pound.
They go in, but'seem to go out again very quick at the mouth.

Quegtion. Do any of these go back in the fall as they come in in
spring 2

‘Answer. Yes; menhaden and mackerel. I do not know how late scup
stay ; we have caught them in October, in a moderate fall. Tautog stay
in the bay all winler, in the deep water. +

Captain SxiTH, who was in company with Captain Spindel, said he
had lived here and on the island twenty years. Blue-fish were most

- abundant in this vicinity from twelve to fiftcen years.ago; much more
plenty than now. ‘ : *

Captain SriNDEL: When the guano-works were started, seven years
ago, I went purse-seining for the company, and there were plenty of
blae-fish up in the bay then. The next year I was looking for schools
of mendaden and went aloft, and saw nothing but blue-fish as far as I
could see—for miles around—breaking water in schools. There were
no menhaden there. There was a Llue-fish for every square yard ; they
were all over the water, and it was as calm as could be. I stood
on the deck and looked at them and then went aloft, and they were as
far as I could see. I have never scen anything.like it since. I have
known Dlue-fish in Massachusetts Bay as far back as fifteen or sixteen
years ago. I went to California about twenty years ago, and I think
they were there before I went away. The blue-fish drive out other fish
when they come into a bay—all kinds of fish that are not larger than
themselves.

Mackerel hiaye come in.more plenty, and blue-fish not so plenty. I
think the blue-fish do more harm to the fishing than the pounds do, ten
times. I don’t think pounds make fish any more scarce. Where o
pound catches one fish, other fish eat up thousands. ,

Question. Suppose the blue-fish eat up nine-tenths of all the scup, and -
the traps caught the other tenth when going tothe spawning-ground,
would not that make a difference % :

Answer. . It might make a difference ; but it would make a difference
if they were caught with a hook. Take it this year; there have been &
great inany pounds—Ilots of them—to the westward; and they say they
never had 80 many fisl as this year. I wish fish would diminish so that

" we could get a decent price for them. There are five times as many fish
eaten as there used to be. Any one would think that 5,000 -vessels,
catching mackerel with spawn in them, would diminish the number;
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Q’I'@Ime years they are scarce, and then again you can get any quantity of
theém. :

I have seen very small mackerel in Provincetown Harbor, not more
than two inches long, in July. o

Question. What is the number of mackerel taken in ponnds, com-
. pared with those taken with the hook ¢ \

Answer. Not one-tenth. This year and last there have been more
purse-seines for mackerel than ever before. When fish are moving,
bound somewhere, we catch them in the pounds, when they come near
the shore. They follow along in here, and away they go again.

Question. Do you suppose bound for the eastern end of the sound, to
come into the bay?

Answer. Yes, sir.

‘When mackerel have spawned and are in schools they will refuse the
hook, sometimes for a week at a time. I think they have no spawn in
them in July. When they are out here they are full of ripe spawn,
They will take the hook in the spring, even when they have spawn in
them. They run out as far as fifty miles from the shore.

T never canght a scup out at sea. - E )

I do not think pound-fishing is a quarter as bad as blue-fish «or de--
stroying fish. A blue-fish will destroy o thousand fish in a day. When
they get into a school of menhaden you can see a stream of blood as far
as you can see. They go into them, and they will destroy the whole
school before they let them go. I think menhaden arc more scarce than
they used to be. They put up the guano-factory here on account of
menhaden being so plenty then. Twenty-five or thirty years ago there
were no blue-fish, and menhaden were plenty. Only once in a while
were there any blue-fish then. IFinally the blue-fish got so plenty they
drove all the-menhaden out of the bay. There are plenty of menhaden
up in the head of the harbors; some blue-fish will go up and drive them
up as far as they ean; but blue-fish don’t like to go up into fresh water.

Squeteague will siallow menhaden whole. .

‘We did not catch any little scup last year in the pounds. Once in a
while we caught one of large size; but now we get a good many small
opes every morning.  We'let them go, all we can. .

‘Sharks and rays are more plenty in the early spring; theyseem to go
with' the early fish. . T

Stingarees don’t come until July.

HEAD oF BUZZARD'S Bay,
September 235, 1871.

PoTTER BRIGHTMAN, (lives at Westport, but was fishing near the
head of the bay:) ) . )
_ Lcan tell you it is slim fishing; the fishing is growing worse every
day. There is nothing doing at Westport. Here I can fish every day
about, but there you cannot. I am catching tautog altogether; I have
not caught a scup since I 'have been here. There are some boats that
go off and catch a few little ones, very few. I have been off here fish-
"ing for tautog, and, while catching that car full of them, could catch
two bushels of scup. I do not see any difference in the little scup this
year. They are caught up; that is what makes them so scarce. The
traps and pounds here catch them; they catch more in one night than
all the smack-men can catch in a season.” Before they commenced trap-
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ping I could come up here and catch enough to get ready to go home
again in ten days. The fish grow scarcer every year.

Question, How are you going to remedy it ¢

. Answer. I would stop the trapping; that would remedy it. I would
vote to stop trapping pretty quick. , .

Six or seven smacks used to come up here, and every one get a load ;
now nobody has got a load for a long time. There would be as many
again fishing with hook and line if it were not for the traps.

There are no traps about Westport; they had one, but the head man
was accidentally shot, and it was stopped; and since then there have
not been any traps set there. -

Soon after they began to trap at Wood’s Hole fish began to grow
acarce. In one night they caught 200 barrels of tautog; and not only
that, but they take them as spawning fish. .

Fish will not bite when full of spawn. . I have seen two bushels in a
heap all throwing out their spawn. Then you cannot get a fish to touch
your hook. I have seen as many as twenty-five large fish doing that.
They look as though they were all in a snarl, coming right up under
your boat. Sometimes you will see a pair together. I have seen them
shoot their spawn. They will not bite then, and you cannot do any-
thing With them. '

They spawn anywhere, where they happen to be. I have never seen
scup spawning. ' '

Tautog spawn the last of May or first of June.

Blue-fish have been pretty plenty the latter part of the season; the
first part they were scarce; most of the time less than last year, and
very small.

I never saw themn spawning; and I don’t know as Fhave taken them
with spawn in them ; I don’t know a great deal about that kind of fish ;
I follow tautoging. -

I have caught 2,400 tautog in a day, with the help of one man. But
I bhave not made aliving by fishing this summer. I have done the
slimmest that I have ever done since I have run a smack. I went out
with another man, and fished all the forenoon, and both of us got about
twenty-five pounds. . '

The largest tautog I ever caught weighed fourteen pounds. Rock-
bass are very scarce.; I have not caught but onesince I have been here.
I used to catch a great many here. In fishing for tautog, while I got a
- hundred weight of them I would catch fifty to seventy-five pounds of
bass. I believe I did not catch one this spring.

I do not know where squeteague spawn. They are more plenty than
tllley used to be for a good many years.. Forty years ago they were more
Plenty. :

I remember when there were no blue-fish around. -

If the traps were stopped the fish would come back again in half a
dozen years. L

There are very few hook-fishermen now. Most of them have given it
up because they cannot make a living. .

hngstion. ‘When they taught fish in old times where did they market
them :

Answer. In New York. I think it is twenty years since they have
gent fish to New York.

They first begun to set traps at Watch Hill, and then at Sanghkonet.

I came up with a man about a week ago, and we have caught about
soven hundred pounds. We have fished every day—two of us.}
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COHASSET NARROWS, September 25, 1871.
A.J. HATHAWAY : E

I have been here twenty years, and I never saw the young scup so
plenty as they have been this year. Striped-bass are five times as plenty
this year as they were last. :

There are more tautog here, and about the same number of squeteague
as last year. :

Thero are a good many young blue-fish up this harbor; but no large
ones.

I think blue-fish and bass spawn up in this river.

Small mackerel come up here, arriving about the first of October, and
staying three or tour weeks. Last fall we caught a good many.

PATRICE BUTLER. There have been plenty of small-sized scup about
here this year. For two or three years back there have been very few
here. 'Twelve or fifteen years ago they were very plenty ; but for two or
three years back a man could not get enough to have a mess to eat,
with a hook and line, v ]

RoerERT P. HoLMES. There have been a good many young scup about
here this year. There was a great quantify of young menhaden. Ihave
not seen so many young scup for a long time. The breeding scup in the
spring here were not more than 8 inches long. We have not caught any
Dbig scup at all. :

I never saw a young squeteague.

I think blue-fish spawn up in this bay, because we see a great many
little fish. .I found a young blue-fish Sunday morning, not over an inch
long. For the last two years we are not catching many blue-fish.

S. S. RIDER, (head of Buttermilk Bay.) There seem to be a great
many scup here this year; some three and some six inches long. We
don’t see any- scup that will weigh a pound here now, and we don’t
get but a foew any way. My father, twenty years ago, used to catch
three boat-loads at a tide. Now you might as well look for a salmon
as for a large scup. ™



