AL~THE NORWEGIAN LOBSTER-FISHERY AND ITS HISTORY.*

By AXkL Borck.

Asis well known, of all fisheries those on the coasts of Norway are the
argeSt, and a great portion of the population of our extended coast is
e_DeUdent on them for their living. But while all the other great fish-

*Ties on the coast of Norway have been carried on from time immemo-
Mal, their origin being so much enveloped in obscurity that our ances-
torg Supposed that the gods themselves had taught mea fishing, the
lobster-ﬁshery, which in our days is of such great importance, has origi-
Nated iy 5 later historical time, and has since developed, till it is now
Wore extensive than all the other known lobster-fisheries, and supplies
n‘_’t ouly N orway, but also the neighboring countries. Although we
will 8ee, as 1 shall show later, that the Jobster has been known in Nor-
Way evey in olden times, it bad during the Middle A ges searcely ever been
Used ag an article of food in the northern countries. Lobster-fisheries
are yot, spoken of in the Sagas orin the Old Laws ; aud evennow, although
© lobster has been caught on our coast for several centuries, it is but
ru“‘]b’, if ever, eaten by our fishermen, and only the higher classes seem
to like it flavor. .
le scientific name of the loster is Homarus gammarus Linn., from
¢ Latin name gammarus, which again comes from the Greek word
’.(a"/"‘ﬂvs‘- The Italians call it Gambare di mare, and the Spaniards Craba-
7% both of which names evidently cowe from the Latin. The lllyrians
“all it Caranthola. 1t does not seem certain whether the Norwegian and
€rman hame Hummer and the French name Homar can be derived from
gf’.”marus, as our name is very old, and may bave its root in the Old

Orse verb homa, which means to go backward. The English name
O0ster jg only a modification of the name longusta, applied to a closely-
Telateg genus, which is specially found in the Mediterranean; and the

atch name Zeekruft simply means a sea-crawfish. In our Sagas, espe-

Cllly iy thejr poetical portions, it is often mentioned, In Snorre’s Ed-
‘]_‘1', in the gong Skaldskaparsmél, (chapter 75 of the Copenhagen edi-
tion,) it is mentioned among fish and other marine animals. In Olafden

Clliges Saga, it is mentioned in a song of Bjorn Heldblekaewpe, where
.t © sea g poetically described as ¢ the paths of the lobster.” In a sim-
Uar boetical sense, the word is used in Olaf Trygvesens Saga, chapter
by the Skjald Thord Kolbeiusson, where he says that ¢the wave.

*Om det norske Hummerfiske og dets Hsitorie. Af Axol Boeck: in “ Tidsskrift for
skeri,” 3dio Aargangs, Kjobenbavu, pp. 26-43, 1868 ; pp. 145-189, 1869,

By
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horses run over the fields of the lobster,” meaning the ships that gail 08
the waves of the sea. In a song by Snigly Holle, in Harald Haardrad’
des Saga, chapter 105, the expression * to be at the bottom with the 10'b'
ster ” is used for drowning. In the Selkolle Songs of Einar Gilson, 1B
Bishop Gudmunds Saga, the term * the light of the lobster,” equiv®
lent to the fire of the sea, or gold, is used. In the same place, the expres”
sion ¢ the horse of the lobster mountain,” meaning the ship, is usét
Finally, there is found in the poem Liknar-brant, the expression ¢lad
lobster,” meaning a serpent or dragon.

The lobster belongs to the class of crustaceans, and among them to
the highest section, the so-called order of decapods, which embrace short”
tailed (brachyura) and long-tailed (macrura) specics. The lobster has
a great similarity to the common crawfish, (dstacus fluviatilis,) livivg
in brooks and small rivers, but is distinguished from it by having t‘fe
last segment of the thorax united with the preceding oue, while
Astacus it is separate. It was therefore considered by Milue-Edwards
to be the type of a new genus Homarus. Of this genus, the rept®
sentatives of which live exclusively in the sew, three species are knowh
viz: Homarus americanus Say, i. €., the American lobster, which is co¥
siderably larger than our comwon lobster, and is found on the coasts 9
North America. From this the Euaropean Homarus gammarus is ouly
distinguished by having a narrower spine ou its forehead, and teeth
only on its upper margin, while the former species has also teeth 08
the lower margin. There is finally the little Homarus capensts, from the
Cape of Good Hope, which is not more than five inches long. The
Buropean lobster seems to have its central location on the south westerd
coast of Norway, and goes as far north as Finmarken, where, according
to Lem, in his description of the Finmarken Laplanders, 1767, it is foul!®
north of Traenen, where he ate very fine ones on the island of R0dY:
while formerly their northern limit was thought to be the island ©
Brondo, but he also thinks that they would be found in Finmarkeh
if people ouly searched for them. It is very rarely found on the
coasts of Iceland, where, according to Mohr’s ¢ Islandske Nuturhistori_ey’
it has been found by Dr. Poulsen in Grondevig, but it does not extend 0
Greenland or Spitzbergen. It does not go into the Baltic, but is fout
all over the Kattegat, especially near Anholt, Hirsholmene, Laest, D¢
Hjelm, and, according to Mr. Fiedler’s report, in the Great Belt as faf
as Sprogd. On the coast of Bohuslen it is very common, and is said 10
go into the Sound as far as the island of Hveen. On the west coast ©
Jutland, it is found wherever the bottom is stony, and it is very co®
mon near Heligoland. It rarely goes into the inlets on our wester?
coasts, chiefly on account of their great deptb. It is very rare in thO
inner portion of the Bay of Christiania, and not very common in the
Limfiord. On the coasts of England, Scotlind, and Ireland, it is comuio?
wherever there is a rocky bottom, especially near Montrose, Orkneys
Lewis, and Harris Island, and on the southern coast of Englaudy
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.ne"_“' Land’s.end aud the Scilly Islands. Near the Channel Islands,
eo':s Ctomwmon, as well as near several groups of islands on the French
en(t‘St. In the Mediterranean, it is not so common, although it is not
i)rlrely Wfl-nting; but its substitute as an article of food is another
s[;rge Species of crawfish, the Langusta (Palinurus). 1t is therofore not
catiead over a very large extent of sea; but it is f()llll(]: in its centra.l.lo-
of fOnss In very large numbers, and there becomes an important article
%0d and trade.

o 'S general size is 8 to 10 inches from the point of the spine on the
) Tehead to the tip end of the tail.* It rarely exceeds this size where
Arge fisheries are carried on ; but now and then specimensof a much
8reater size are found in places from which none are exported, and
8re it consequently has timo to grow before it is caught. Thus,
OntODDidau, in his ¢ Norges naturlige Iistorie,” part ii, p. 279, says
011% the very large lobsters aro called ¢ Stérjer,” and that near Utvaer,
1 the Bay of Evien, a lobster had been seen which was so large and
8ly that nobody dared to attack it, and that it measured a full fathom
Ctween the claws. This seems certainly to be somewhat exaggerated;
Jut T myself have seen the claw of ono which must have been about 18
Ches long.  Sir John Grahawm Dalyell says, in his work “The Powers of

N Cl‘eator,” 1827, that he had seen a joint of the left claw of a lobster
mat measured 9 inches in length. Aeccording to this, the whole claw
U8t have measured 18 to 24 inches, and the whole animal 3 to 4 feet.
st’* general rule, those that are taken in the fiords are larger than those
a.uimh are caught near the islands toward the sea. The color of the
)Ut"f‘l'l wlen alive is generally o blackish grecn, with several blue spots;
amlt may also be lighter, especially near the mouths of ﬁords,.whlle
a er out toward the sea it becomes much darker. 1 may mention as
Curiosity that during this year (1868) I found a lobster near Hauge-
24, one-half of which was of a greenish Llack and the other of a light
Wl‘apge color, there being a sharp and clearly-defined dividing line,
Biz(:c-h ran lengthwise, and divided the lobster in two halves of equal

The lobster lives close to the coast, where there is a rocky bottom,
ug the large algm; but in winter, when the water grows cooler, it
®cends as far down as 16 to 20 fathoms, while in spring, when the
I?;“}Demt;ure of the sea rises, it stays at a depth of from 1 to 4 fathoms.
a 18 altogether a coast-animal, which very rarely seems to go any dis-
Nce from its birth-place, if it can readily find there a sufficient supply
s\‘,ifood.' Sometimes, however, they have been secen in large wmasses
caummlpg toward the land from the sea, and they have then bee.u
ig 8ht in nets, having been mistaken for a school of herrings; but this
iutomy a cousequence of local migrations, when it goes from the deeper
0 the shallower waters. It is not able to make its way through the
th; In te Kattogot, on the eastern coast of Jutland, it reaches a larger sizo than on

Weatern coast, gonerally 10 inches,.—Ed.
15 F
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sea for any length of time by swimming. Its structure certainly allows
it to make quick and definite movements, and it can swim freely aboub
in the sea, but this swimming never lasts long, as it cannot keep itsel
afloat very long. Neither is it able, while swimming, to catch 21

swallow its food; but it seizes its prey only when it can hold on to
something. At the bottom of the sea it can chase its prey, if necessary
with great rapidity, but while eating it remains quite still. The Jobster
is a very greedy animal, and can swallow great quantities of food, which
it seems to find especially during the night by its scent, while during
the day it keeps quiet and digests. Its food consists chiefly of the roé
of fish and of dead fish, but likewise of swmall crustaceans and other
marine animals. When kept in confinement, it can live for a conside™
able time without food. The lobster seems to be able to propagf‘Fe
when it is a little more than 6 inches long, (at least, roe is only found 1#
animals of this size;) but when the lobster reaches a length of 8 inches
it contains a great quantity of roe. A real act of copulation takeS
place, the male lobster placing its double male member into the outer
genital opening of the female; and the cggs are impregnated while they
are yet in the ovary. This pairing seems to take place from autumf1
to spring or March and April, for it is highly probable that the roe 15
emitted from the ovaries immediately after the copulation has taker
place, just as with other crustaceans; and the emitted roe is foud

entirely during wiuter. After impregnation, the eggs are emitted from
the outer genital openings of the female, which are found at the bas?s
of the third pair of feet, but do not fall into the water, as they are held 1?
a hollow which is formed by the bent tail, which, both at the end aud on
the sides, has leaf-shaped fringes that inclose the space formed by the
bending of the tail. Under this tail, there is fastened a double row ¢
the so-called tail-feet, to which the eggs are strung by strong sliwy
strings. The embryo now begins to develop in these eggs, which are
quite numerous, 2,000 to 3,000 in one female, according to the size, ar

occasionally as many as 10,000 to 12,000. . The formation of the embry?
does not, however, seem to begin till the temperature of the water Lia$
become milder in spring, even if the pairing should . have take?
place in autumn or winter ; for, although loose roe is often found i.“
winter, it is never seen in any degree developed into an embryo. . This
pairing and the developwent of the roe seem to take place at ditferont
times on the different portions of the coast; for the fishermen thet”
selves, who have such an excellent opportunity of observing them, aré
not agreed as to the actual time. The developmeut of the embry?
seems to take at least fourteen days from the time of commencements
and it can easily be observed till the young break the shells of the eg8®
and begin to lead an independent life. When the young lobster cowe?
out of the egg, it measures only a few lines in length, and does not at 2

resemble the old lobster, but has a different structure. It does 19
leave the hollow under its mother’s tail immediately after being hatehods
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but Jives there for some time, and later frequently returns to it. Itis
Dal‘ticularly distinguished by a less complete development of its feelers
and tail-feet, and by the feet being exceedingly small but furnished with
O0g brush-like branches, with which it swims vigorously on the surface
of the water, After having spent some time in this state, it changes its
Skin several times and assumes the shape of its mother, when it goes
l_c° the bottom. Its life from this moment till it reaches a size of 5 to 6
"_mhes is entirely unknown ; for no young lobsters have been caught,
€ither by fishermen or scientists,* the smallest having been found in
the stomach of the torsk, so that it is probable that they spend this
Portion of their life at a greater depth and live in a different manner
30d on other food than at a later petiod. There can, therefore, not be
3y artificial hatching of lobsters in the sense of artificial fish-hatching,
Ut all that can be done is to keep the lobster imprisoned during the
8velopment of the eggs, and thus protect it from the dangers which
Teaten it and its young. Itisimpossible to do anything for the tender
y Otng, as they die very soon when confined. I see, however, that sev-
®ral persons in TFrance, and Mr. von Eris, in the lagoons of Triest, near
ado, have hatched several millions of young lobsters by keeping
Obsters with ripe roe at the bottom of the sea in perforated boxes.
After the lobster has emitted its roe, and the young have left the
Mother, she begins to shed. She, therefore, goes to safe places, and
08 not seem to care much for food, while the old skin is being loos-
Cneq ; the shell finally opens in the back, and the animal goes into the
Water naked. It then looks as if it was covered with velvet, on ac-
“ount of the considerable formation of cells which is going on all over
8 Surface. Theso cells afterward grow bhard through small particles
f lime and form the new shell. This shedding of the shell goes on
Tom the middle of July till September, but not at the same time
all along the coast, being earlier in the southern and later in the north-
™ part, The lobster thus gets sick, as it is called, toward the end of
Une near Sogndal, and the export must then cease, as the mortality
3mong them becomes t0o great, while near Karmé it is still in a healthy
®oudition till July 15. Farther north, the shedding of the shell begins
Still later, and lobster may be caught all through July. .
The greatest enemy of the lobster, and who sensibly diminishes its
n“mbe_rs, is man. When swimming near the surface during its youth,
Vith a number of other small crustaceans, it becomes a welcome prey to
® herring and the mackercl. As the grown lobster keeps at no great
®pth, and where large fish of prey are not commonly found, it is not
Duch exposed to them, but occasionally, when lying near the surface, it
18 taken by large birds of prey. An interesting scene may be witnessed
lear Bukkens, north of Stavanger, where an Englishman has construct-

b * The developmeont of the lobster has, since the original publication of this memoir,
8en studied by Mr. S. I. Smith, of Yale College, and Prof. Japetus Steenstrup, of Co-
I)e"h&gen.—}i} . :
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ed a large pond, between some small islands, for keeping live lobsters:
Whenever the pond becomes too full of lobsters, so that they do nob
find sufficient food, they leave the water, and crawl about scekin8
to reach the sea; but during their wanderings they fall an easy prey t0
large numbers of crows hovering round, which take them in their cla®™$
fly high up, and let the unfortunate lobster drop down on the rock$
where their shells are broken, so that the crows can eat them in comfort:
The erows are not easily scared away, but show a remarkable degree 0
sense, only flying away when any one approaches with fire-arms, 20
later they carry on their depredations in the early morning, when theY
have less to fear.

DMPLEMENTS FOR CATCHING THE LOBSTERS, METHODS OF CATCHING
THEM, AND THE MANNER OF SHIPPING THEM.

Formerly, the lobster was cauglit on our sea-coasts exclusively with
tongs. These tongs were made of wood, and had about the same shape 43
the common oyster-poles, being only somewhat longer, generally tW0
fathoms. Such an implement was exhibited at the Bergen Expositio®
of 1865, and an illustration of it is given in the report. As these tongs
were not very long, lobsters could not be’'caught at any great depth—
only at a depth of little more than a fathom—aund this sort of fishitg
wag carried on during the early morning hours. But as lobsters take!
with these tongs often got burt, and died two to three days afterward
because they cannot stand any pressure, this implement was not suité
for those that were to be exported; and the Duteh, after the peace 0
‘Westphalia, when the lobster-fisheries began to assume larger dimel”
sions, endeavored to induce the fishermen to use other and better i
plements. Although baskets, through the influence of the Dutch, ha
thus Lecome common in the neighborhood of Stavanger since 1717
tongs have been frequently used even in our century, and are perhaD$
in some places used to this day. I(ryger, in his report on Qus, in the
“ Budstiklken * (a periodical) for 1820, mentions that lobsters were cangh
there with tongs for home-consumption. Farther north, tongs seel®
to have been the common implements for catching lobsters-at a muc
later period; for, in the quinquennial report of the governor of the Roms
dal district for 1840-44, it is said that ‘‘lobsters are taken with tong®
baskets not being thought to answer the purpose.” - Lobsters wer®
caught with tongs by small boys from ten to fourteen years of a8
early in the morning, in calm weather, and, if successful, one night migh
yield an income of 82.25. Another very simple implewent for catchind
lobsters is spoken of in the ¢ Budstikken” by Strém, who says ﬂ{“
lobsters are taken with a look fastened to a pole, which hook is 1%
serted in the belly, the softest part of the lobster. With this instt!
ment, it cannot be taken at any great depth, and only when the ses 15
calm so that the bottom can be scen. Lobsters caught in this manne®
cannot be exported, as they could not stand the journey., The imple-
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lents which I am going to at once describe, and which have almost
Sntirely supplanted the simpler ones, are used by enticing the lobster
W?th bait into a trap, out of which it canuot escape. The simplest
Of these traps is seldom used with us, although, according to Oetker, it
Seems to be in common use near Heligoland. It consists of a very
thick jrop ring, to which a net is fastened, so asto form a deep bag below
he bait ig placed at the bottom of the bag, and it islowered and taken
U by means of a long line, which, when the bag is at the Dbottom,
Teaches up to the surface. To this line, a piece of wood is fastened, which
foats on the water, and shows the location of the trap. If this instru-
Ment has been lying at the bottom for half an hour in a place where
Obsters are known to abound, a sudden jerk is given to the line, so as
to cauge the lobster to fall in the bag, and it is rapidly pulled up. (The
ogt, successful time of the day for catehing lobsters is generally in the
IIloming or algo between 11.30 a. m. and 3.30 p. m. With this instra-
ment, which the English call “ plumpers,” and the Germans “Fallenkor-
€r,” lobsters are taken in deep places.) With us the commonest imaple-
Tenty for catching lobsters are baskets (“ Tefner”), It seems certain
that the Duteh first introduced them for catching lobsters; but they
’h_ay have been used long before that, . g., for eels, as the name is Scan-
fl'llaviun, and is derived from  tiin,” i. e., thelong and tough roots of the
')u_niDel‘~t-ree. After 1713, a beginning was made in plaiting them of
WanWhmuches. Where these materials could not be readily obtained,
&Y were, as Pontoppidan related in 1753, made of hoops, which were
Dt apart by chips of wood. All round these, nets are fastened, and at
*ach eng there is a long, narrow, trongh-shaped entrance, out of whiclt
the lobgter caunot escape. Ou the one side, there is a trap-door, which
20 be ¢losed with a peg, aud to another pin sticking in the basket the
Dait i fastened, while under the basket there are large stones to make
1t sink rapidly. To one of the uppermost chips of wood, a pair of tongs
N faStened, furnished at the end with a piece of wood to indicate the
OCation of the basket. Such are still in common use all along our
Coast. il earlier, in 1746, the famous naturalist, Carl Linné¢, desgribefl
i“llihu‘ baskets, which be saw in use on the coast of Bobuslen, in his
est-Gota Resa,” p.191.  These were two yards long, one yard broad,
nd ong yard high, resembling a half-cylinder, with entrances on both
Sides; gucp are still used and could be seen at the Bergen Exposition.
tthis sama exposition, a basket was exbibited, differing somewhat from
ese iy jtg shape ; it was plaited of branches, and was shaped like 8
! emisphere, with an entrance at the top. An illustration of this basket;
18 given in the report on the exposition. i
Obster-fishing is carried on at different scasons on different parts of
coast, of Norway. It generally begins in spring, but in some places,
* 9 near Clristianssand, it continues all winter. Iarther south the
8pring fisheries begin carlier; thus, on the coast from Sireaa to Jiedderin
® middle or toward the end of Mazch, as the lobsters then begin to go

tle
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into shallower waters. TFrom Karmd to Espever, the fisheries begin i
April,and farther north, near Strandsund, in the beginning of May. Neal
the Jedder, which is farther south, but where the coast is not so flat a8
convenient, the fisheries commence much later. The fisheries are con-
tinued through the following months, but cease iu the first-mentiov€
district in the middle or toward the end of June, while in the other?
near Stavanger and the Southern Bergen district, they are continu®
till the middle of June, and farther north till the first of August. Whe?
the fisheri¢s are to commence, the fishermen go to the outer islands pea’
the open sea, where the fisheries are richest, and live in sheds built for the
purpose, during the whole week from Monday on, returning with £ho
lobsters on Saturday, fishing thus going on for five days each week:
Two meun generally club together and have thirty to fifty baskets. In
the evening, the baskets are furnished with bait, consisting of all sorts
of fish except herring and mackerel ; for they claim to have noticed that
lobsters caught with bait of the last-mentioned kind do not live long'
The baskets are then placed in the sea at a depth varying from 16 t0
fathoms, according to the season of the year, and taken out before sub”
rise. The baskets can also be put in position when the tide comes iny
and be taken up when it goes out. As soon as the lobster is taker
from the basket, its claws are tied together with strong twine, a0
it is placed either into a box perforated with many holes, or into &
larger basket, which is then sunk in the water near the coast. Her®
the lobsters remain till Saturday morning, when they are taken out a0
brought to the. dealers, from whom the fishermen immediately receiv®
their pay. Iivery lobster which measures more than 8 inches from tho
spine on its forehead to the tip end of its tail, and whose claws are pertect
is called a “full man;” but if it measures somewhat less, or if portion®
of its claws are missing, it is called ¢ half a man,” and only fetches pal
the price of the others. The dealers, who collect thelobsters on the coast
pack them in large boats that can hold as many as 2,000, cover them ¥P
with sea-weeds to protect them against the sun, and send them to th®
cbief depot, where they are immediately placed in special boxe®
These boxes differ somewhat among themselves; the best are abou?
. 8 yards long, 23 yards broad, and 18 inches high, and perforatet
by numerous holes, so as to constantly admit fresh water. Thes’
boxes hold about 400 lobsters each. TFormerly, they were not 80
high, but then the mortality among them was greater, especially in b2
weather, when the rain adulterated the water in the box. In other placesf
these boxes are perfectly square, measuring four yards each way, 8%
hold about 500 to 800 lobsters. After the lobsters have arrived at the
chiet' depot, they must always rest for some hours in the box, befor®
they are placed on board the vessels, as they are sick from the long:
voyage in open boats without water. Every Saturday, an English lob-
ster-vessel comes to the depot, begins to take its cargo in the evenilgs
and gets through with this Sunday afternoon, whereupon it immediately
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8oes out to sea, In this manner, the fishery has been arranged for more
hfm one hundred and fifty years, as it seems, by the Duteh, of which more
Vil be said under the history of the fishery. Nowadays, the fisher-
Den receive a far higher price for their lobsters than formerly, aud as
2 general rale they get in Stavanger and Bergen from 4 to 4} cents
dDiece, but farther north they are cheaper. TFormerly, when the price
1 Stavanger was lower, about one-half cent extra was given for every
Obster caught before the middle of May, but this custom has been aban-
Oued. The dealers who receive the lobsters from the fishermen receive
hout 60 cents as box-mouey for every thousand, and 20 to 25 cents for
o¥ery hundred they bring to the chief depot for every full mile they
avel with them. The wholesale dealers receive the same box-money, but
€sides §3 as weekly money. If they do not keep any boxes themselves,
bug receive them from the lobster-company, the retail dealers get $3 for
. Svery thousand, and the wholesale dealers $4.50 for every thousand,
Ut, in that case, no week-money. When the lobster-vessels go to sea,
they always go straight over to Eungland, to Grimsby and Harwich,
While formerly they went to Londou, anchoring near Grecnwich in the
eVening, unloading the lobsters during the night, and taking them to
“Oudon, where they arrived in the Billingsgate market before sunrise.
- OW the vessels, on arriving in one of the above-mentioned ports, go
Iito the dock, which is specially intended for them, and the lobsters are
Ulloaded into the fish-boxes belonging to the dock, which are rented out
for one English shilling a day. These fish-boxes are shaped like a boat,
re 11 yards long and 5 feet broad, but bave a flat bottom. They
are hoisted up so that the water runs off, and the lobsters are sent in
Suitable baskets by railroad to Billingsgate. Sometimes they are sorted
1 the ports, but this is mostly done in London. The largest lobsters
are picked out, and twonty are always packed in a basket, which gets a
lack stroke as a mark. The smaller ones are packed forty in a basket,
2d get two strokes as a mark, while the smallest are packed sixty in a
0%, and get three strokes as a mark. The baskets with one stroke ave
Wore valuable than those with two and three, although these latter con.
Ain more lobsters. The wholesale dealers in the market get them from
he railroad and sort them, and they then pass over to the fishmougers.
¢80 boil them, and send the finest to their best customers in the city
- 20d the country, while the swmall ones are sold in the city to cheap res
taurants and private individuals,
In the Billin gsgate market, the lobsters meet their brethren from the
Uglish, Scotch, and other coasts. From the south coast of England,
€Y come by the Southwestern Railway, and by the Great Western
fom Bristol, to which ports they have come from Guernsey and Jersey,
the Scilly'Isla-uds, and Land’s-End. From Scotland, the Orkney Islands,
4ud Lewis Island about 180,000 come every year, partly in steamers;
*om Ircland, they come by way of Liverpool; while a smaller number
fme from Sweden .and Heligoland. All these are gathered in the
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Billingsgate market, and are thence distributed from March to Angust
Not all are consumed in England, but a portion are again sent awsl
especially to France.

I have mentioned that the coast is divided into certain districts,
that in these there are certain stations for the retail and wholesal®
dealers, from which the lobsters are shipped, and where the governmo?
custom-house officers are stationed, as great facilities are afforded to thi®
trade in the way of customs, &c., of which I shall speak more under
the history of the fisheries. Of these districts, the first, the most eastr
erly one, extends from Faerder to Mard(, but from this distriet noi®
are at present exported to England. The same is partly the case 1
the second district, which extends from Mardd to Cape Lindesuaés
although some are placed dry in boxes and seut by steamer to Londo?
and Hamburg. In this manner, lobsters are also shipped from the ne"‘t
district, which extends from Cape Lindesnaes to Snackken, the chi€
place from which they are exported in this district being KirkebavI
The lobsters are placed in the boxes in several layers, the tail beibd
bent under the stomach. The boxes are then closed, and the lobste‘fS
keep alive for a considerable time. Formerly;they were from these dis
tricts also exported in barrels; but this was discontinued twenty
years ago. The next district extends from Stavanger, near the river
Sire to Vig, '

| A following half-page defines the exact location of the different di§”
tricts.—TRANSL. |

Nearly all the lobsters which are shipped from Norway are sent alive:
Pontoppidan relates that in his time—the middle of the last century—
some werc salted just before being shipped, but this custom secems to
have been subsequently abandoned, as so many lobsters died during
the voyage. In this century, Mr. Jacob Morch, a Christiania merchant
tried the plan of putting them up in hermetically-closed receptaclesj
but as all those which had been put up Ly him in this manuer did nob
get the red color of the fresh boiled lobsters, and therefore were nob
liked so well, he took out a patent in 1840 for putting them up in sﬂ?h
a manner as to keep their beautiful red color. He dipped them in Dol
ing water containing salt till they got this color, and then made an
incision in the soft part under the tail, thus letting the water which
injured them flow off, and then placed them in hermetically-sealed Ve
sels. Very few lobsters put up in this manner, however, seem to have
been exported, and nothing more has been heard about it.

and

THE LOBSTER-TRADE AND THE HISTORY OF ITS LEGISLATION.

Although the lobster had been known to our ancestors from tim®
immemorial, it was, as has been said above, but little used as an articl® -
of food, and forcigners have tanght us to like its flavor. In Holland, the
lobster seems to have been highly prized, even in olden times; and when
their lobster-fisheries were no longer able to supply the demand, the
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Daten began to visit Norway as early as the seventeenth century, but it
Segms that lobsters were not exported in any considerable guantity till the
Riddle of the century, especially from Flzkkefiord and from Karmé.
© citizens of Zierikzce in Holland commenced this trade, and for a
g time carried it on exclusively. We read that lobsters jvere ex-
Porteq from Flxkkefiord in 1660. In 1674, that port was visited by ten
o Ster-ships, and, in 1676, Hitter near Flmkkefiord, and Egvaag near
‘am‘md, became the chief stations in the districts of Lister and Mandal,
Yom 1699 thenceforward the Zierikzee boats visited Karmo regularly,
Utesnas and Buken being the first lobster-ports in that district. The
Uteh were so eager to further these fisheries that they gave presents
0 the clergymen, consisting of cheese and cakes, and thereby induced
them t4 oxhiort the peasants in front of the church to catch and sell
lobSters. This succeeded so well near Lister that I find that a man on’
uly 7, 1699, bad his ground solemnly consecrated so as to preveut
€r people from catching lobsters there. The clergymen at Karmo
Teceiveq presents till 1730, when the Duteh found that it had become an
unllecessary expense, the lobster-fisheries being by that time in a very
Ourishing condition. Till 1713, however, these fisheries were not carried
o to any very great extent, as wars bindered the fishermen from follow-
g their occupation and made the export uncertain. People therefore
“Outented themselves with catching lobsters with tongs; but, after the
Deace of Utrecht in 1713, the export of lobsters was better regulated, and
Severa] ports were visited both in the Stavanger and in the South Ber-
8 istricts. Then people began to make baskets, which the Dutch were
éty anxious to introduce, as many of the lobsters caught with tongs
18, The Dutch, therefore, gave to those fishermen who used baskets
Clay Pipes, and twine to tie the claws of the lobster. By agreement, .
“ommon customs and regulations forloading the ships had been adopted,
% that the shipper who first came into port should be allowed to take his
fuy load before any of the others could buy any. The price had also
€en fixed by the Dutch at about one cont for each lobster, (“full man,”)
a,“d about fitfteen cents for every one hundred lobsters brought along-
Side of theship. In order to avoid competition among the buyers, every
Port haq a certain distriet assigned to it from which it was sup-
Dlied wign lobsters, and every captain had a certuin port to which his
-s. 1D must go. As long as this trade was carried on exclusively by the
Cltizeng of Zierikzee, this agreement was kept up, and both buyers
4 sellers were contented. The following places were then gradually
Csignated as lobster-ports : Mandal, Flekkefiord, Egersund, Tananger;
or berhaps Stavanger, Akre on the island of Karmd, and Leervig on the
Sland of Stords. Outside of Lister, Stavanger, and the southern part of
6 Bergen district, it was not allowed to catch or sell lobsters on account
f the strange belief prevalent among the fishermen that lobster-fishing
Would ruin the other fisheries. This can be seen from Governor Povel
Uel’s memorial of 1717, which is found in the royal archives, where we



234 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

o8l
fish
stom
ot

read : “Tt is thought that the lobster-fisheries are very injurious t
the other important fisheries; for experienced fishermen say that
mostly live -where there are lobsters, and that they dive to the bo
to get the roe of the lobster. It is well known all along the coast t
through lobster-fishing the cod and mackerel fisheries are neglected, ap
it is desirable that this fishery should be entirely abandoned.”’
Thisbeliefin the injuriousness of the lobster-fisheries seems to have bee?
. very common till the end of the last century; for,in ¢ Versuch einer Natul’
geschichteder Krabben und Krebse,” by Herbst, 1797, it says ¢ that mavy
people think this trade is injurious to Norway, as the removal of Mfg'e
quantities of lobsters makes the fisheriesleave the coastof Norway.” GOV,
ernor Holw, in his « Forsig til Beskrivelse over Lister og Mandals Amte" i
Norge,” likewise says: ¢It is difficult to say in how far lobster-tisbiP
hinders the other fisheries, as many fishermen stoutly maintain. Lobste
fishing has beon carried on, as now, in clden times, when the other ﬁs.h'
eries were very considerable.” The lobster-ships were to go to certa!®
ports specially designated, and, on leaving these ports, were to pay
sum to the custom-house ofticers, who besides liked to take small pff’s’
ents, which abuse is complained of as ecarly as 1717, as Iil;eW}se
that the citizens sold to the lobster-ships brandy and lumber, receivié
‘in exchange various goods which paid no duty. The lobster-ghips gefl'
erally came twice a year from Holland, late in autumu and early w
spring, and sailed along the coast (o get their cargo in the ports de¥
ignated for them. The BEnglish at that time received their lobster,s
from their own coasts, from the North American islands, and from He}l'
golaiid ; 13,000 having been exported to England from the latter place B
1713, and 34,000 in 1714, But, as soon as the English demand gre¥
larger, English ships occasionally came to Norwegian ports, and bougl‘1
Iobsters, paying a higher price than the Duteh, It seemed, also, a8 1
through the introduction of baskets in Lister and Karmd, by which lob:
sters were easier caught in greater numbers, and through the increas®
export during the years of peace after 1713, the guantity of lobsters b#
decreased, and the fishermen began to complain of the low price p¥
by the Dutch. In 1716, the fishermen of Lister addressed & memor#
to Governor Povel Juel, saying “that they no longer could sell lobste."s
according to the old regulations at a cent apiece, because the fisheric®
decroased year by year, so that they had no reward for their troubles
danger, and expense, but only less profit in their farming, which had to
be entirely neglected on account of these fisheries; they, therefore, hat
concluded to give up the above-mentioned fisheries entirely;” ap®
therefore, they petitioned him to forbid the lobster-buyers to visit b€
ports, or at least to raise the price to 2 cents apieco. The goveruoh
who always seems to bave taken a deep interest in the welfare of ms
district, consequently decreed, July 15, 1717, “ partly in order to pleas®
the farmers, and partly the lobster-buyers, who would quickly get thel’
cargo if all the men along the coast gave greater attention to the
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ﬁsheries

eaty y because they had the price raised, and had not to lie in port
i Ing

e Up their provisions,” that the lobster-buyers who, atter this date,
eifr}?e to.the ports in his district *“should pay 2 cents for every lobster,
. 9er living or dead, great or small, just as it might come; but, if
ouly had one claw, 1} cents, and not give either a higher or a
IVer price. Any one acting contrary to this decree should pay a
¢ of about 30 cents for every lobster, half of which should go to the
v Ormer, and half to the sick poor of the parish ; and the lobster which
a4 been either bought or sold should be coufiscated.” The old cus-
,Oxus, that the ship coming into port first should first take its full cargo,
f{c., should remain. He also induced the governor of Stavanger to
U6 the some decree in his district, but the governor of the South
®rgen district would not do so. When the lobster-traders in Zierikzeo
fard of these regulations, they resolved to oppose them unanimously,
and dgreed in writing not to give more than oue cent for each lobster,
A also to send their ships on one and the same day to those places
‘“’]fere they were accustomed to get their cargo, so as to prevent any of the
Sh’l’ners from abandouning the agreement entered into and paying more.
hey thought that if all the shippers were unanimous not to pay more,

€ poor fishermen would finally give in if they saw that the shippers
Wady preparations for sailing and no one clse was there to buy. Their
‘“umisgioner in Stavapger, Lauritz Swmith, made great exertions to
"“d‘lce the peasants to return to the old price, by traveling in person to
4hanger, where he had great influence, and by urging the clergymen
0 nduce their parishioners to sell at the old price, prowisiug them sowmne
Oxtry, presents from the Dutch if they should prove successful in per-
s“adiug the peasants. All the custom-house officers also assisted him,
Ccause they were afraid of losing their fees and small presents which
Y wore in the habit of receiving from the Dutch. He was, however,
Only snceessful in one parish in the Tanavger district, while iu all the
Sthers and in the districts of Lister, Mandal, and Stavanger the peasants
lu11!10vably stuck to their new price. Iu the Bergen district, the gov-
€ruor had issued no decrees, and Smith succeeded, with the assistance
Of the custom-lhouse officers in Leervig, in furnishing the Duteh several
Cargoes at the old price. The wealthy peasants were the most eager to
Uphold- the new price, forcing the poorer ones not to sell, so that all the
€Xertions of the Dutch failed ; the new price soon becoming universal
e."el'.}' where, and prevailing till near the eud of the century, but only for
hVi“g lobsters measuring more than 8 inches in length, while for the
Smaller ones or those having only one claw only one cent was paid.
auritz Smith also made complaints to the government in Copenhagen
regardiug Governor Juol’s decrees, and as Juel was not in favor with the
Sovernment, his decrees for the benefit of the peasants did not meet with
s approval. In his report to the king, Smith complained very strongly
that the governor had attempted to change old established customs
Which to all intents and purposes related to foreigners. The report
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suggested that all the fisheries should be rented out for the beneﬁ§ Onf

the royal treasury. Governor Juel was that same year obliged to resig
and could do no more in this matter. The thought of renting them ou
was again given up, as the new goveruor could not advise such a step;
sometime afterward the question began to be asked whether the country ®
own merchants might not derive some advantage from this trade, &
whether they might not reap the great profit which had hitherto fallé?
to the share of the Dutch. The export of lobsters was quite consideral
at this timne, as the district of Bergen was annually visited by cight ship5
and more than twenty took their cargoes in the districts of Lister, Mand?
and Stavanger. There is no information as to the size of these ships ¢
how many lobtsers they took, but each took a eargo twice a year; a%
even if they were not as large as those mentioned about the middle of the
century which could hold 4,000 to 6,000 lobsters, the quantity of Jobsters
exported was, nevertheless, very considerable, and the Dutch trader
must certainly have enjoyed a good income from this trade, as on evers
occasion they showed themselves so eager to retain it. As lobster-fish’
ing had become much easier since the introduction of baskets, 38
more profitable through the higher price which the peasants got, ﬂl.e
landed proprietors wanted to have the exclusive right to fish near thelr
grounds and forbid all others to do so. This they thought could be®
be done by having their grounds solemnly consecrated. I find such &
consecration of a farm near Lister, spoken of as early as 1689, but ot
the island of Karmé not till 1720. In some places, such a consecratio?
was respected ; while in others this was not the case, the people mvivé’
an idea that fishing in the sea should be free to all. A law-suit in 1747
resulted in the confirmation of this ancient law of free fishing in the sed
by a royal decree, which also affected the lobster-fisheries. David Hak
vorsen Vraa and Jacob Olsen Vidoen, of the village of Staengeland, o
the island of Karmé, in 1725, brought a law-suit against some fisherme
who, in spite of the consecration of their ground, had placed some lobr
ster-baskets near some small islands belonging to them. Judge Let
gave judgment on the 29th of August of the same year in favor of the
plaintiffs, on the ground that the law, book 5, chapter 11, article 2, ¢
firmed by book 3, chapter 13, article 1, gave the owners the right 0
use all the profits that might be derived from their property. Aft‘,’r
this judgment had been passed, all the owners of islands began to forb!
the fishermen from catching lobsters mot only ou those portions of the
coast that were very near to their farms, but also on islands that lay ab &
distance of three or four miles from the coast. The poor fishermen, W 0
at certain seasons of the year lived entirely off the lobster-fisheries, 8o
themselves deprived of this means of making a living, and complain®
bitterly to the highest authorities, maintaining ¢ that the lobster-fisher .
ies have never before been forbidden them, and that now they were de-
prived of their only way of making a living ;” they pointed out that the
king’s own sailors were especially hurt by this judgment. Through the
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g°Vel‘nor, their complaints were laid before the viceroy, Mr. Weber, who

Ad the matter examined by competent men, and thereuapon sent a me-
orial to e king, in which he says, among other things: “The bless-
1gs which the sea bestows will become useless, if the owner of the
frou“d Las the power to take and keep everything pertaining to the
‘Sheries,; fish are not in owe place, but change from one to the otler;
a-'n(.l the fishermen, who alone understand the fisheries and earn their
Wing thereby, must go after the fish, It is a general custom of the
ountry, and -also in accordance with the law, that every one takes the
Sh whiey the sea yields wherever he finds them, with the exception of
e salmou, which always goes to certain places that pay a special tax,
nd Where, therefore, none but the owner is allowed to fish. The law,
0k 5, chiapter 11, article 11, says that no one must hinder another per-
o0 in the fisheries he possesses from olden times, and article 2 of thie same
c apter, on which tho judge bas based his argument, says: ‘Every man

ll enjoy the water and the fisheries near his erounds which he bhas
88essed from olden times, unless he has been deprived of these privi-
tges Ly law;’ and book 3, chapter 13, article 1,says: ‘A nobleman and
deq Proprietor is, mnore than any stranger, privileged to use all the
(Yantages of his property” Tierce law-suits would follow, if the owner
ot such iglangs could forbid the fiskermen to catch loUsters, as the bless-
"}g of the sea would then remain useless, and the little that was de-
Ived from it would not be properly treated, since the fishermen alone
lave the greatest experience in this matter,” &c. He therefore pro-
Doses to the king to revoke the judgment given by Judge Leth, and
lloyy all ang every one to fish lobsters. The resuit of this memorial was
3 Toyal decree, dated April 23, 1728, to the effect that lobster-fishing
%00uld b freq to all, -

fter this decree had made the lobster-fisheries free, the export of

OSters, Concerniug whose decrease complaints had been made to the
}’weroy, rose again, so that in 1733 twenty-three large cargoes, contain-
g 160,000 lobsters, went to Holland, and the rest to England in thirty-
%0 small Tnglish and nine Norwegian vessels, The Stavanger fish-
Srwen pag recently got six to eight lobster-vessels, after the question
Wlfether the advantages of the lobster-trade might not just as well be
Sujoyeq by the king’s own subjects as by the Dutch had been settled,
.. certain privileges had been granted to the home traders, decreei.ng
Shi at in order not to let foreigners reap the chicf profit, a Norwegian

‘I{ Should be admitted into every port before anything should be sold to

felgnersy 13 glish vessels likewise began from this time to visit the
0u§tg of Norway in greater numbers ; many of these had formerly taken
8Ir cargoes near Heligoland, and bad left that region because the
Sherieg had decreased there. Several ports of export and custom-
0}1ges Were established on account of the increased fisheries ; six poris
Clug alone established in the Stavanger districts. On account of the
8tater demand for lobsters, the fisheries were carried on to a great
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extent, and complaints are made during the following years that the
number of lopsters on the coast was decreasing. Count Rantzau, who
was governor at the tine, issued an order to his officers that they shou
make suggestions as to what should be done to prevent the decrease ¢
this important fishery, which yielded so large an income to the king 2%
the nation. Judge Lom, in Lister, in 1737 made a proposition that the
fishermen should be torbidden to sell any Jobsters measuring less thatt
9 to 10 inches in length, under a fine of about 60 cents for every s,m?%ll_er
lobster which is sold ; and as the lobster, as far as known to him, em‘.ts
its roe toward the end of June, fishing should cease from June 24 %
the end of Febrnary. This for those times very remarkable propos’
tion was not supportied by others, and was forgotten ; more than one
hundred years were to pass before the idea of protecting the lobster
during the season when it spawns and sheds its shell was destined to
become a reality, and a law passed concerning it. Peasants who b
farms near the sea where lobsters were caught, believed that the decreas®
of these fisheries was chiefly caused by the freedom of fishing, and tha
thelobsters would finally be exterminated. There wasconsequently gl‘e“t
dissatisfaction with the royal decree, which favored the small farmers &
the expense of the great ones. They likewise thought that as cons®”
crating the ground had, with few exceptions, always been respected’
owners should also in the future be exclusively permitted to fish lobsters
on their gouunds, if these had been consecrated prior to the royal decre®
Many government officials seemed to have shared this view, especiﬂ”y
when the fisheries began to decrcase very much and the peasants foud
it veny difficult to pay their taxes. The judge, in his answer to GO¥
ernor Rantzaw’s inquiry regarding the economical pressure, says €%
pressly ¢ that in assessing the taxes ou each farm regard had been bad
to the lobster-fisheries, which have become exceedingly profitable, for
which reason the Duteh and English lobster-vessels frequent our coastr
In these regious, mackerel and other important fisheries have belonge
to the farms lying near the sea; and as, in the distriet of Lister, thes®
fisheries have been so cntirely destroyed that the inhabitants have pob
had any use of them for many years, and had to lay aside their nefs
and seines, which they had bought at a great expense, they now hﬂ"."
nothing else to fall back upon for earning a living and paying thei
taxes but the lobster-fisheries near their ground, sinee the quantity ©
grain and hay which they harvest is but very small, and agriculture 18
in many places, connected with the greatest difficulties”  He would
therefore, propose ¢ that, in order to preserve the fisheries, land-owners
may have the exclusive right of fishing on the coast near their grounds
and around all those islands, which were formerly used for agriculturé
as far as the deep water, but that all the remaining waters should be
free to every one.” Ie, therefore, wished to bring back the conditio?
which existed before Judge Leth gave the two farmers mentioned abov®
the exclusive right to fish lobsters near their grounds, which right &
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1?0%;Wners, from foolish povetousness, exercised so far as to forbid the
Whiep shermen from catchin g lobsters on the outer coast as formerly, for
reason the royal decree also made lobster-fishing entirely free,

ave decree, however, remained in force, for the special reason that it
ored the enrolled sailors, to assist whom was in the interest of the
Sovernment,
Le dissatisfaction with the existing state of affairs did not grow less
uOourse of time; but every time that the political situation in
Tope favored or did not prevent the lobster-trade, the land-owners
grosavored to regaig th‘e exclusive right of fishing lobsters near their
Serionds. In the district of Flwekkefiord, there were thus, in 1790,
o US quarrels between the fishermen and the land-owners, who tried
Orll))irgv-eut the fishermen from catching lobsters near their grounds,
N ding them to live on their islands, or to set their baskets and
er the lobsters. Mr. Schiénuing, a custom-house officer, January 13,

» ade a proposition to the board of trade, contaiuing more definite
lations concerning the rights of both parties, in order to put an end
Sitio 8 quarrels between the fishermen and the land-owners. This propo-
R el:e(;v?bs sent to the governor, at that time Mr. Teiste, who quietly
oThe Stavanger merchants, after the year 1730, bad bought several
Ster-vessels for shipping lobsters to Holland, because they now
001113 humber of privileges with regard to the sale of lobsters. They
0 not, however, derive from it the profit they desired, as the
tch Sought in every way to hinder the sale of lobsters in Hol-
o fI'OII.l Norwegian vessels. Several Stavanger merchants, there-
is" again sold their vessels to the Dutch, and became Dutch com-
as :loners_; letting the trade, however, go on in their own name, so
ero retain for their ships the privilege of first buyers. Complaints
Oste H{ade, .and the Norwegian vessels seem somewhat later to have
8hi this privilege of the first buyer. The last who owned lobster-
ax?s Were the firms of Kjelland & Son and Planz & Sunt, in Sta.
. 8€T, who became commissioners for English lobster-companies, which,
the latter half of the eighteenth ceutury, gradually took possession
ethe lobster-txjade, pushing the Duteh into the background. The priv-
oges granted to Norwegian vessels greatly benefitted the commerce of
IWay, which at that time could not compete with the more powerful
'himmel‘cia-l nations, in whose hands all our import and export trade had
o eelzto been; but the government, nevertheless, endeavored at times
‘yessﬂ?urage the export of the productions of the country in Norwegian
ile ¢ls, and for the prosecution of the lobster-trade several further priv-
lllugcelf l‘)\’ere granted to Norwegian vessels., without however being of
Centy el.leﬁt.. Goverpor Holm therefore sgud toward the end of the last
wor XY, 1n his « Forsig til Beskrivelse af Lister og Mandals Amier,” that
| : lobster-ﬁshery would be more profitable to the country if it became

© common to carry it on in Norwegian ships instead of letting the

Tegy

of
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Dutch take it and reap the profits which Norway should enjoy.” In
1753, the custom-house at Leervig was abandoned, and after that yes!
lobsters were chiefly shipped from Espever, a group of islands farthe’
out at sea, where the richest fisheries were earried on. Formerly, as h“s
been said, it was pot aliowed to fish or ship lobsters north of Leervig!
but later lobsters were also allowed to be exported from the southern 80
northern Bergen districts, from which there had been constant co™
plaints regarding this prohibition. The export, however, was not 0%
siderable north of the old lobster-ports; for, according to Olrik, only
52,000 were exported in 1757 from the outer ports in the Bergen custo®’
house district, the greater portion of which came from Séudﬁordla_ﬂd'
Of these, only 4,000 went to England in English ships, the remainder goulg
fo Holland. Toward the end of the eighteenth century, a great chang®
tool place in the lobster-trade, as, after the war which broke out betwee?
Holland and England in 1776, the Dutch lobster-trade was entilfely
ruined, the English taking possession of it.

The lobster-fisheries on the inner coast, where they formerly had bee”
carried on almost exclusively, decreased very much, so that in the St
vanger district the shipping-ports of Stjerneré aund Nordstrand wer®
given up, as well as the outer port of Skudesnzs; aud toward the €8
of the century the export of lobsters was chiefly carried on, besidé®
from the old ports in the Lister and Mandal districts, from Tanange"
Buken, and Akre, in the Stavanger district, and from Espeveer, in tbe
South Bergen distriet, to which afterward came the more northery
ports of Salthellern and Rognesund. These shipping-ports had bee?
established through the exertions of a Bergen merchant, Mr. Wallace:
He was commissioner for an English lobster-company, which controlle
all the trade from Bémmel to Nordfiord. Branddsund later took 188
place of Salthellern as a shipping-port.

In order to encourage lobster-fishing and the Iobster-trade to foreig?
countries, considerable changes werc made in the custom-house arrang®
ments and the taxes to be paid for lobster-vessels. As it is of gre®”
importance during the lobster-season to get the lobsters to the shippié
ports alive, every delay during the lading of -the vessel, or every de’f‘y
in the time of sailing, will occasion the death of mauy lobsters. Specid
custom house regulations had therefore to be made for the lobéter-trade:
Such a special regulation from the end of the last century is here gi""’"’
omitting some unimportant points:

“ Until further notice, it is allowed— A

1, That both foreign and Norwegian lobster.vessels, when takil®
lobsters in the ports of Salthellern and Espevier, may enter these port®
without going up to the custom-house, or without obliging the shipP®
to go there with the papers of the ship, unless the ship has no certiﬁci‘?e
of its gauge, in which case it must obtain one from the authorities i
Bergen. :

¢ 2. These ships are not required, either going out or coming iD to
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call the custom-house officers on board in order to examine the ship and
“XAct the taxes on the lobsters which compose the cargo. ‘The officers,

OWever, are at liberty to superintend the lading, if necessary.

. ‘3. The lobster-commissioners ‘of this firm (Wallace) must faithfully
Elve gy account of all the goods which the incoming ships may bring,
d of the number of lobsters which are to be exported, so'phat the

ues Way be paid, and must also give the carrying ecapacity of the vessel.
“4, These ships are not esempt from the general custom-house super-
On, but all the more, on account of the liberties accorded to them,

0€8 it become a duty of the officers to keep strict surveillance; and the
I""7’311116-@1tl:ers have also to see to it that nothing unlawful is going on.

“8. With regard to proving the correct calculation of the custom-
dues, it is resolved that the commissioners, in every place where lobsters
are Caught, shall annually, when the fisheries cease, obtain from the

Shermen the exact number of lobsters caught and the number of ships
*Uployed in the trade, with. their carrying capacity. These data are
eolllmunica,ted to the custom-house officers, aud the dues are to be paid
dccordingly,

f‘ 6. Ships exporting lobsters from Rognesund are granted the same
pnvﬂEges, only with the difference that on coming into port they .must
e up to the custom-house, so that, consequently, the commissioner
loue hecomes responsible for the correctness of the list of the lobsters
‘lch. lave been exported. :
‘Given at the general custom-hounse office January 20, 1798.?
he war between Holland and Enpgland injured the lobster-trade

. uleWha,t, but it soon recovered and rose to considerable dimensions,
'1%6 oup whale-trade, during the North American war which broke out
1775, In Farsund, the flourishing firm of Jochum Birch Lund had in

6 commenced to export lobsters in vessels of their own. Several
Yearg later, when the Iinglish attempted to get a foothold in their lob-
Ster-district and pay higher prices, they petitioned the governmen‘t to

Tder the fishermen to keep the conditions of the contract entered into

v them till its time wasup ; but the government could in this case refer

M to the law. In 1790, they petitioned to obtain the exclusive right

Uy up all lobsters in theneighborhood of Farsund, agreeing to give
€ 8ame price as others. They referred to their heavy expenses for fit-

g oug vessels, and to all they had done to further the interests of Far-
_Su.nd’ and maintained that their petition was in accordance with old
mlv“eges granted to the Norwegian lobster-trade. They obtained this
“xclugive right to buy lobsters on condition that this right should only

® enforced till their ships had got their full cargoes, and that they

ould pay the samne price as others. It was therefore not the same
D“Vilege which had been granted to Norwegian lobster-vessels more
an half g century earlier, as these had ouly tbe right to let.one of their
e3sels take its cargo before foreigners could get any lobsters: Some
Years later, they petitioned for the same privilege for all their vessels,
Yen beygngOape Lindesngs. This, however, was not granted.

Vigj

v
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~ As the fisheries toward the end of the century declined very much
Mr. Gjertsen, a Mandal merchaat, in 1790, proposed to the governmen
that it shounld forbid the fishermen to catch lobsters from July 1 till the
end of October, under a fine of $25. He drew attention to the constant
decrease in the number of lobsters, which he thought was solely owing
to the fact that they were caught during the season when they spawne
and sbed their shell,  Although he did not seem to know anything ©
Judge Lom’s proposition of 1737, he had nevertheless arrived at {116
same result, viz, that, if the numbers of the lobster are not to be dim®
ished, they must be protected during the season when they spawd
and shed their shell. The government approved of this propositio?
quite as little as of Low’s, thinking that such a prohibition of the fish-
eries at a certain season would reduce the income of the fishermen t00
much, especially during poor years, and no one seems to have had ab
ideu that such a protection of the lobster would prove extremely aseful

The European events from the beginning of the French revolutio®
scem not to have had much influence on the lobster-trade, which was
now in the hands of the greatest maritime power, England. Even their
attack on Copenhagen in 1801 had only a temporary influence.

The export, which had decreased very much toward the end of the cen
tury, seems to have risen again somewhat during the first years of the
new century, so that from 1804 to 1806 the annual average export Wa$
345,000 ; 97,700 from the Bergen district, 174,300 from Stavanger and
Egernsund, 64,800 from the lobster-ports in the district of Lister and
Mandul, and a number from the district of Arendal, where people ha
only begun to catch lobsters about this time. The increased number ©
lobsters exported was owing more to the establishmeut of new lobster
ports than to an increase of the number of lobsters in the old ones. OB
account of the small number caught toward the end of the century, the
price of lobsters had risen, so that in 1804 about 23 cents cach were
paid for lobsters caught in winter, and about 2 cents for those ca-ughP
in summer. The fishermen were now placed in a very favorable posl:
tion, and lobster-fishing was constantly extending beyond its old limits:
The ycar 1807, however, had a decided influence on this fishery and the
trade connected with it. After the attack of the English on Copenbd
gen and the consequent war, the export of lobsters ceased entirelys
and they were only caught to supply the home market, and partly to be
used as bait in the rich plaice fisheries, which at that time had been dis®
covered near Stavanger. These years of war for the country were years
of peace for the lobsters, and their number seems to have increased t0
such an extent that when the fisheries recommenced in 1815 they were
taken in enormous quantities, not only inside but even outside of the
baskets. The custom of the lobster-fishers getting from the traders no%
only brandy, as well as twine to tie the claws of the lobsters so they
should not bite each other, but also clay pipes, which we find commo?
in the beginning of the eighteenth century, is also spoken of in 1817 bY
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Oftedant jn his ¢ Efterretuninger om Renneso,” where he says ¢ that a
0t of clay pipes in a house is a sure sign that the inhabitants have been
ngaged in lobster-fisbing.” The price of lobsters was, according to him,
D the same year only a cent apiece, as the fisheries were still very pro-

Uctive, but, nevertheless, the fishermen made a good living, the most

fortuHate oues selling anpually in the parish of Skudesnaes lobsters to
lfe dwmount of $150 to $175, (Krogs @konomisk statistiske Ifierret-
"nger om  Skudesnacs Praestegjaeld, 1816, in the ¢ Budstikken” for

175) and in the parish of Renvesté the average sum earned by each

sher in 1817 was, according to Oftedall, 8166. From 1815 to 1818,

3,000 were on an average exported annually, so that the exports were
8reater than before the war, although the district was much smaller.

U account of the low price of lobsters, caused by the rich fisheries, the
Xports rose still more, aud English companies not only bought lobsters

O their own country, but reshipped some of them to France.
he number of lobsters exported in 1821 and 1822 amounted to over
3 milljon 4 vear, and iucreased still more during the following years,
a thoﬂgh it was not so large in 1823 and 1824 on account of the unfavor-
le weather, From 1825 to 1830, the average number of lobsters ex-
Portegq aunually was 1,268,000, and in 1827 and 1828 the highest nam-
°f was reached, viz, 1,500,000. These large numbers, however, were
“aused not, so much by the fisherics being just as productive or more so
W the o1 lobster-statious, but by the circumstance that new English
°mDanies, secing the great profit to be derived {rom this trade, com-
me“Ced to export lobsters from places from which they never had been
®SDorted hefore. Thus lobsters began to be exported in 1828 from the
', Striet of Tousberg, and from Sindmér in 1826, and during the two fol-
meg years from Molde and Christianssund. The exports from Sta-

Anger and Egernsund meanwhile decreased very much, having been

®duced ¢, 67,000 per annum in the latter place in 1827 when the exports

om the whole of Norway amounted to 1,429,703, After 1830, the
SXports began to decrease even in the new districts, so that the annual
average quantity of lobsters exported during the five years 183135
Vag only (40,000. The only places that kept the lobster-trade alive
(‘}Vere the new districts, while all the old ones decreased rapidly, some

t them to such a degree that according to the governors’ reports the
"bster.trage must be considered almost extinct in 1835,

AL thig export-trade was carried on by English vessels, except at
1;;;“11(1, from which Mr. Hans G. Lund shipped twenty-four cargoes in
the » twenty.four in 1821, sixteen in 1824, and twelve in 1825, each of
lan? Cousisting of 4,000 lobsters, partly to London and partly to Hol-
chZhen the attention of the fishermen was directed to.this decrease of
sh Obsters in the old districts, people began to be'afrmd .th.at the poor
Wasel’meu would entirely lose this means of earning a living; and it

SUpposed that the decrease was chiefly due to the fisheries being
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carried on during the spawning-season of the lobster. In 1830, Mr. T
~ Lundsgaard, member of the Storthing, (Norwegian Parliament,) therefore
made the motion to pass a law forbidding the catching or exportitg
of lobsters from June 15 till October 1. The committee which had
this matter in charge proposed that the motion should be laid 0B
the table, because Mr. Lundsgaard had not produced any inforwatio?
which might enable the committee to judge with certainty to what
oxtent this dreaded decrease of the fisheries really existed, and whethel
the evil could be remedied by the measures that were proposed. The
committee likewise thought that such a measure would be too great
an encroachment on the rights of many places on the coast, taking
away from these regions their only source of income. The goverumenf’i
however thought, that the matter was of great importance; and 28
tho report of the committee showed that ouly want of information had
prevented any action being taken, it requested those districts in whicb
the lobster-fisheries were carried on to have the matter examined DY
the local officers and other competent men, and to send in a reporf:
stating whether it would be useful to pass a law on the subject; andy
if so, to state the objections to Mr. Lundsgaard’s proposition. All the
reports which reached the government in answer to this request agreed
that the lobsters had decreased in size, but some supposed that the
great masses of spring-berring coming near the coast might have ba

an influence on it, or that this decrease in the size of the lobster
might be caused by their young ones being disturbed by the cutr
ting of sea-weeds for manure; others advised not to pass any 1a¥
against’ exporting lobsters from June 15 till Ociober 1, fearing tl}”t’
the exports to England might thereby be hindered, as the companie’
would naturally not consider the lobster-trade profitable unless it was
steady ; and the fishermen would lose their income during the tim®
when exportation was forbidden, or they would evade the law, contin®
ing to fish and keeping the lobsters till exportation was again permlt'
ted. Others again raised objections based on tlieir knowledge of the .
natural history of the lobster, considering it doubtful whether the lobr

ster spawned and ghed its shell during the time indicated, and even ifi

were the case, that the time was too long. Reports from other districts:

such as Stavanger, said that such a law was unnecessary, as no fishing

was, anyway, going on during that time. These objections to such 2

protective law could not have much influence, especially those founde
on the natural history of the lobster, for they could not be proved. Bub
even the fear of au entire stoppage of the lobster-trade would be causé:
less, as such an event would be much more injurious to England, whos®
inhabitants bad accustomed thewselves to this luxury, than to Norwayr
which received but little money for her lobsters. From other sides it
was said, in favor of the law, that such a protection would be useful, 88
the lobster very casily dies during {be season when it spawns and sbheds
its shell, although this season is not the same everywhere, Those WhO
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ight Suffer from limiting the fishing-season would e fully compensated
Or this by the greater number of lobsters thiat would be taken during
1€ season when fishing was permitted; and the fishermen should,at any
Tate, during summer devote their attention more to working their little
arms ang to the herring-fisheries. The government founc that the whole
Mattep was not yet sufficiently clear to say with certainty whether such a
Prohibitioy of lobster-fishing during the season when the lobster spawns
and shegg its shell would prove generally useful. The districts where lob-
Ster-fishiy g was carried on were therefore requested to have those fisheries
Oroughly examined for several years by competent mnen, and then again
sp ‘_'d in reports as to whether such a prohibition would be useful. It was
‘_ke“'ise requested that an opinion should be given regarding a proposi-
100 my e by some people in the district of Nedernees and Raabygdelagen,
t divige the coast into small districts, where lobster-fishing should be
altemﬂtely protected, so that if a distriet had enjoyed the privilege of
Shing for threo years, tishing should there be forbidden during the
three following years. The reports coming in in answer to this request
Ontaineq g very extensive prohibitory law, recommended by the above-
Mentioneq district, suggesting that fishing should be prohibited from
ATl 1 till October 1, and advising that nolobsters measuring less than 8
ches should be caught; thelength of time when fishing was to be prohib-
Ited should be threo years in cach district, Another district only wanted
ave fishing prohibited from Jul ¥ 1 to November 1, but was not iu favor

of alterna,ting the titne between the districts. The Stavanger district
Teporteq that as fishing was going on there ouly in April, May, and
*de, no Jaw would be required, and none would be desirable, especially
i Were to forbid fishing during the month of June, when the weather
¥as favorable and the fishermen had most time for it. The lobster did
0t spawn on that coast:till August and Septemnber. It was also thought
that the number of lobsters had not diminished, but that they now stayed
€eper in the water, finding enongh food in the roe left by the herrings;
a teI‘nating protection “was not thought advisable. The report from
@ Sonty Bergen district was essentially the same; and the Romsdal
Port said that lobsters were only canght from the end of May till the
?nd of J uly. As there were, moreover, many different opinions regard-
12g the time when the lobster spawns and sheds its shell, the govern-
lent resolved to get the opinion of scientists on this point, and requested
rofessor Rathke, Professor C. Boeck, and Professor Sars {at that time a
s CTgyman) to make a report on the nature of the lobster. Professor
athke iy his report said that in his opinion the pairing-season of the
lobstey was over before midsummer, and that the shedding of the shell
ok place later, but he thought at the same time that the mass of lob-
Sters that came near the coast during the spawning-season was so kurge
that the comparatively incounsiderable number that were caught would
sCiliv‘cely be noticed ; he also thought that it would be so difficult to
€nforce the 1aw that it would be more injurious than useful. Professor

Tg
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Sars thought that a thorough investigation of the spawning-process of
the lobster would be the ouly sate basis for any law; but this process
was still very much enveloped in obscurity. He supposed, howeven
that fishing could be carried on till the eggs came out of the ovary, and
were fastened under the tail, which took place in June, and fishit§
should consequently be prohibited. from June 1 till September 15. He
did not think that the number of lobsters had decreased, but that it only
seemed so, because nowadays more people were engaged in fishing, a
fewer lobsters consequently fell to the sbare of each fisherman. He
thought, bowever, that the lobsters had diminished in size, In a latef
report, he expressed his opinion that lobster-fishing should be prohibitf{d
from June till the middle of September. Prof. C. Boeck gave in hi3
report, in the first place, a description of the lobster’s mode of life, an
a criticism of the reports on the condition of the lobster-fisheries, senb
by the governor. He showed from statistics that a decrease in the nu”
ber of lobsters was both possible and probable on account of the il-
creased fisheries during the past years. The lobster is a coast-animaly
and ouly stays where it can easily get a sufiicient supply of food, theré:
fore near the coast, and only as far from it u8 sea-weeds are foull(??
between which it finds the animals that constitute its food, Even if i
wanders about, it does not go far, going, ¢. g., in winter into a greatel
depth, and during summer into the shallow water ncar the coast.
then swims about on the surface of the water, but never goes very faly
its structure not being adapted for longer journeys. The fact of the mﬂ_"
ter is, therefore, that a certain number of lobsters belong to a certai®
extent of coast, which, by propagating freely, may increase if they hav®
sufficient food, or decrease from a natural mortality or too much fishings
and in this latter case the losses cannot easily be made up by lobsters
coming in from the adjoining districts. There can, consequently, be 10
doubt that the lobster can, on a given stretch of coast, be exterminate
by continued persecutions, or its number, at least, be diminished %
such a degree as to make lobster-fishiug unprofitable. Such an event
would occur all the sooner if the coast in question be not favorable t0
its increase. From the reports which had come in, it seemed that cer”
tain places were less favorable to their propagation, or possible imm¥
gration from adjoining districts, than others, and from such districts the
complaints concerning the decrease in the number of lobsters had come
In other places, the bottom of the sea along the coast was a convenienV
place of sojourn for the lobsters, and the number caught was but & smal
part of those that lived and were born there. In such places, the tish’
eries would be productive and steady. But even there, continued X
haustive fishing would diminish their number, especially it there shoul
be an unfavorable year for the growth and development of the Jobste™
Prof. C. Boeck considered it, therefore, not ouly desirable, but even
necessary for the even maintenance of the fisheries, that there .shou]
be certain limitations, so that lobsters should not be caught to such #
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d_egree as to make an entire stoppage of the fisheries for a period of
t"“? necessary, Ie believed that the proposed law, in obedience to
Which lobsters should only be caught at certain seasons of the year,
Would not fully answer the purpose, especially as no fishing was goiug
On duriug the proposed time of prohibition in those districts from which

€ré were the loudest complaints of the decrease of the lobsters.

A thought, on the other hand, that o law prescribing that only lob-
Sters of 4 given minimum size should be exported and sold would keep
the fisheries in an even condition. Regarding the size of the lobstersthat
Yere to be offered for sale, sold, znd exported, he thonght, that even if
1t coulq not be definitely settled at what age and what size a lobster was
Capable of spawning, it could to some extent be ascertained rom an
Inalogica) comparison with the river-crawfish. This is supposed to be
Sexually fully developed in its third year, when it is 4 inches long, but

Way attain an age of twenty years and a length of 6 inches. He
;terefore supposed that the Jobster becomes capable of spawning when
118 thyee years old and has reached a length of about 8inches, while lob-
Sters measuring less arc seldom found to have any roe. In order, there-
O%e, that the lobster before ('being cauglt rmay not ouly reach the size
When i may be considered fully grown, but might also be supposed to

a."e contributed something toward the propagation of the species, a
Minim gy, size of o little more than 8 inches should be agreed upon for
ObSters which might be canght and exported. Possibly 8 inches might

eSuﬁicieut, as the Bnglish generally do not buy any from the fishermen
3 “full men ” which do not have this size.

In consequence of this report, the ministry petitioned His Majesty to
I‘QCOImnend to the next Storthing the passage of a law forbidding the
Offer for sale and the sale of lobsters that did not measure 8 inches in
€ugth, inclusive of the head and tail.

he following royal proposition for a law limiting lobster-fishing was

éreupon published November 5, 1838:

“We Carl Johan, &c., make known, &c.:

“§ 1. That it shall Lo forbidden in this kingdom to offer for sale or
8el] lobsters which do not have a minimum length of 8 inches, inclusive
Of the iead and tail. TFor every lobster offered for sale or sold which
Shall not Lave this length, a fine of 24 cents shall be paid, half of which
§ba11 £0 to the police or custom-house officer, or any other person denoune-
g the offender, and the other half to the poor. All cases of this kind
are to he brought before the police courts.

“§ 2. Lobsters which do not have the above-mentioned length shall not
be exported.”
The Storthing committee which had to consider this matter hesitated
.2 Tecommend to the Storthing the passage of this la.w, basing their ob-
Jections on several reports from the lobster-districts and on Professor

athlke's report, Their chief objection, however, was that the fisher-
Ten woulg consider such a law as limiting their liberty, and, not being
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able to understand its utility, wounld thereby only be encouraged to fol
low the dictates of selfishness and transgress the law. It was, moreove’
thought that it would be diflicult to exercise any sufficient coutrol, 47
that the trade would be injured thereby. The law was therefore nob
passed. This was the fourth time that a moderate proposition bs
been made to protect the lobster in order to avoid the total ruin of the
fisheries. In the first proposal, by Judge Lom, it had been suggeste
that the lobster should be protected at certain seasons of the year, whe?
it spawbs or sheds its shell, and likewise that those lobsters should be
protected that had not reached a certain length. In the second, by M
Gjertsen, only a certain annual seasou of protection was suggested ; 2
was also doue in the third, by Mr. Londsgaard. The jfourth, or gover™
ment proposal, only suggested that lobsters below a certain size shoul
not be caught.

It was not long before there were again numerous cowplaints of the
decrease in the number of lobsters, which, according to the testimony ¢
impartial men, was owing to lobsters being caught at a time when they
spawn and shed their shell. Before anything further was done in the
matter, a fishery-conunission that had been appointed made a proposal
regarding the lobster-fisheries, which must be mentioned here. In 1840,
the govermment appointed a commissiou to revise the fishiery-laws. The
following were members of this commission: Judge Landmark, Const
Meltzer, Messrs, Tangen and Moses, merchants, Rev. (now Professor)
Sars, and Chief ilot Monsen. One passage of the law proposed by
this commission reads as follows: ¢ On their own property, as far as te®
fathoms from the coast at low water, the owners shall have the exclusivé
privilege to catch all small fish, lobsters, and oysters, but any one way
catch lobsters outside of unimproved land bounding the sea withoub
regard to the distance from the coast.”

In this proposition, which, however, never became a law, the old ided
is revived that the lobster-fisheries, properly speaking, belong to the
land-owners, which, in spite of the decree of 1728, had formed the sub-
ject of discussion all through the last century. Even if this propositiod
had become a law, it would not have exercised any great influence 0%
the lobster-fisheries, which are almost exclusively carried on along
unimproved coasts which can scarcely ever be subjected to cultivatiod
No new law regarding the protection of lobsters was introduced in the
next Storthing, but in 1845, when the Storthing had assembled, the de-
partment of finance and customs received a letter from thé agent ©
the Lnglist lobster-company in Stavanger that another Lnglish con
pany intended to continue the lobster-fisheries, which, in that districh
usually cease toward the end of June, during July, August, and Sep
tember, hoping thereby to gainm over the lobster-fisheries, and thus @
destroy the trade of the other company. As this agent was afraid that
fishing during these months would ruin the lobster-fisheries in this dais-
trict for several years to come, he urged the department to introduce
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ithe Toyal proposition of a law in the Storthing, forbidding lobster-fish-
'8 from June 15 to October 15. The department requested the gov-
€nor tq give his opinion on the subject. He stated, as he had done on
is Orier occasion, that such a law wounld be unnecessary, as the lobster
U0t fit to eay during those months, and none could therefore be ex-
Eorted- During this and the following years lobsters were, nevertheless,
a.'ught" and exported during those mouths, as the two companies vied
each other, each endeavoring to secure the trade. The price of
€IS rose considerably, and all those that were caught were bought
€ven dQuring the season when they spawn and shed their sbell,
alhhough every one saw what injury was being done, and although the
mortality among the lobsters was great, and the consequent loss consid-
tTable, All this soon bore its fruit, but few lobsters being caught in
18 in those places where in 1845 tishing had been going on till the
“ud of Angust, while the fisheries were productive in those places where
Y had ceased in J uly. All were now agreed that it was injurious to
Cat(}h lobsters during the season of the year when they spawn and shed
CIr shell, which, in the districts in question, was supposed to take
}ace In Augnst and September, and it became evident that such con-
Wueq 4ﬁshing would in a short time drive the lobsters entireiy from the
Coast, To prevent such a misfortune, the governor at last resolved to
**Quest the department to issue a provisional regulation, forbidding
0 St‘31'-ﬁshiug during the months of Aungust and September. The de-
ar_tment, Lhowever, again considered it necessary to get reports from
N IObSter-districts and from the agents of the English lobster-compa-
3. Some of these reports declared that lobster-fishing should be for-
blddeu from the middle of July till the middle’of October; others that
there should be no fishing during August and September. The ageut
0? 20 English lobster-company in Jarlsberg and Laurvig, however, ad-
Vised against any prohibition of the lobster-fisheries, saying that such
& Probibition during the summer months would cause the English lob-
I-Companies to stop this trade, ice hindering the fisheries in winter
oq Spring, and storms those in the latter part of autumn, so that the
Sherieg commenced gradually in May and lasted till the eud of Septem-
er. They are most productive in July, August, and September. The
fCrease of tho lobster-fisheries he aseribed not to the summer fisheries,
ich werg said to diminish the number of lobsters, but to the circum-
a0ee that the people of the district devote their attention more to the
PYofitable mackerel-fisheries. The governor was of the same opinion. A
tally different opinion, however, was entertained by other competentand
rllst\vorthy persons in Laurvig and the neighborhood, who, from infor-
Bation obtained of thoe lobster-fishers of that district, judged that such a
Probibition of fishing from the middle of July till the middle or end of
°Dlember wonld have a favorable influence on the preservation of the
OVsters. The governor of the Lister and Maundal distriets showed in
18 report, by examples from the years of war, that the more the lob-

lobst
llp,
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He hag found, moreover, that the lobster was capable of propagating

efore it haq reached & length of 8 inches. He would therefore pro-

e

“§1. His Majesty may take measures for protecting the lobsters during
a Continngyg period of two to three months annually in every district of

?‘ kinQ“dom, at the request of the respective governors.

« The season of protection shall in every case embrace the whole

of August.

& §3. The protection may extend both to males and females, or only to
he lagtor,

o “§4, Whoever catches lobsters, or offers them fo.r sale, during the
086 Season, in the district or districts where there is such a law, shall

Pay fine of 24 cents for every lobster which is caught or offered for
a,‘? Cglltmry to the law. : .

1 §35. In the district or districts where protection extgnds only to the
®hale lobsters, a fine of 24 cents apiece shall be paid by every one

% Quring the season of protection, allows female lobsters to be caught

« offered for sale, or in any way trades in such, . :
.. $6. The same fine shall be imposed on lobster-dealers or their agents

they receive and ship lobsters caught during the close season, in
R%Ordance with the law in force in the district in which the lobster-

‘:tiou is located.

‘§ 7. The sums realized by these fines go half to the person who
de"mlnces the transgressor, and the other half to the poor-fund of the
czsl)eetive district. All such cases must be brought before the police

urt,» ‘

PfOfessor Rasch has given his reasons for the provisions of the above
A% ag follows:

: “A)Bhough there are frequent complaints that general game and fish.
g laws are not suited to all the districts of this large country, where
16 different degrees of latitude and local circumstances prodoce great
erences with regard to the pairing-season, the periodical arrival,i&(:.,
© same races of animals, he had in most cases found fewer differ-
hcey than one in general might be led to suppose. He proposed § 1 so
at every district should have the season of protection best suited to
S Circumstances.”
‘I}egardin g § 2 he says: )
4S in hig opinion it seemed sufficiently proved that the most prolific
hatching-Seasou occurs in the month of August, even in the most north-
erly Portious of the country where lobster-fishing is carried on, he

Ought that, in all cases, this month should be included in the season

Drotection,”

{egarding § 3, he thought that the strictness of the protection might

© Telaxed g little in those districts where the summer fisheries, on
dccouny, of pecaliar circumstances, cannot be entirely stopped without
mnegiptg loss to the poor coast-population. He thonght, moreover,

ontp

&

it
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that by protecting only the female lobsters the purpose of tho law with
regard to the preservation of the species will be just as fully answer
as by protecting both sexes during the same period of time. The objec”
tion may be raised that it will be difficult to distinguish betweel &
female without outside roe and 2 male; but the difference of sex 15750
great that a fisherman may be able to tell it at the first glance. Nor
would he only protect those lobsters which have outside roe, as this nd
easily be scraped off. Irregularities of the normal sexual relatious wl
be of very little importance, as most of the females which have b‘f«eu
protected will be caught by the fishermen when the season of protcct"’?
is over, as they go but a sbort distance from the place where they stajy:
The objection made to the law that it would force the fishermeD
return the products of the sea to it, he considers to be of great impot”
ance; but he hoped that they would see what a great risk they ran b
unlawful fishing, aud be convinced that protection will in the long rud
benefit their trade.

From the above it will be seen that, with the exception of the gov-
ernors of Jarlsberg and Laurvig and two of the lobster-agents, all 10¢®
authorities and competent men were in favor of the opinion that t
decrease in the number of lobsters noticed during the last few years
had been caused by too extensive fishing during that part of summeé
when the lobster spawns, and had considered a law prohibiting lobste’”
fishing during a certain period of summer and auntumn as the on}
effective means of protecting this important animal. But others, “,"e
see, wished to have the protection extended from June or May till
October ; others only from July to September; and others, again, only w
August and September. Both in Sweden and Heligoland there are Jaw$
prohibiting the catching and selling of lobsters from July 1 till Septen”
ber 15, and in Scotland it is forbidden, under a penalty of £35 cachy to
cateh lobsters from June 1 till September 1; and in England no lobstef
is allowed to be sold which measures less than 8 inches. The gover™
ment also congidered that protection during the season of the year Whe’n
the hatching is chiefly going on would answer the purpose, and that }
could be more easily maintained than a law prohibiting the fishing 27
selling of lobsters below a certain size. As the young are chiefly hatch®
during the month of August, but also during July and September, £ho
governinent thought that Augnst should be included in .every clos®
season, while it should be left to the local authorities, with roy?
approbation, to extend this legal season of protection to July and Sel”
tember, in accordance with the local circumstances of every distri®”
By adopting these measures, the trade would not be restricted to any
serious extent. This was also granted by the commissioners of ¢
English lobster-companies, and, as far as the fishermen are affected, they
can easily find work in nearly every part of the kingdom during Augush
while, on the other hand, the protection of lobsters during a certai®
period will make the fisheries all the more productive during the months
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Vhen ﬁsllfng is allowed. With regard to the other objections to limit-

lug the fisheries during the summer months, viz, that in the districts of
011}8(]:&, Jarlsberg, and Laurvig they are only carried ou from the
r:glnning of spring or summer till some time in fall,.the government
of“tllillrked that this could scarcely be caused by :{ny special arrangements
of the l9l>sters on these parts of the coast, but is a natural consequence
-\® Circumstance that the fishermen in the district of Romsdal during
ri"mg and antumn are employed in the great fisheries, whi‘le in the dis-
]-c:ts of arlsberg and Laurvig this is caused by the nu-tm_'al hn‘)deruuces.of
tri ‘and Storms during spring and antumn. But especially in these dis-
limL'tS & law prohibiting fisbing during the month of {&ugust could not
vh*lt this trade very much, compared with the beneficial consequences
; l.ch Such a law would bave. The government thought that the pro-
“,l ltion should extend both to male and female lobsters, which opinion
s ﬁ’m“y also shared by Rasch. The government also proposed that
ox AW forbidding the export of lobsters should extend the time when
Port was not allowed eight days beyoud the end of the close season,
tﬁ:s to enable the fishermen to fish up to the very commencement of
Close season.
Iy U January 26, 1848, the king sigued tl.xe fol?owing propos'ition fo? a
it for the protection of lobsters, to be laid before the Storthing during
ext session : '
) e, Oscar, &c., make known:
Stey ‘O some time complaints have been made that the qumber of lob-
Oialls o0 the coasts of the kingdom has decreased considerably, espe-
th Y Since the year 1830. Competent men have been consulted asto
e‘p(’SSible causes of this phenomenon, as likewise as to the means by
foﬂl:?h t}le lobster might be preserved, and a royal pr(ip(?sition for a law
i ldd_mg' the catching or export of lobsters measuring less than 8
ne‘?hes 1n length was laid before the Stortbing, but was noF passed. Re-
I we Complaints of the great decrease in the uumbet: (?t lobsters have
ec%ntly come from several parts of the country, petitions have been
in asking that the catching of lobsters at certain seasons of the
ye:flr ight be forbidden, and from the information reccived on this
Egmt it has been considered absolutely necessary, fpr the preser\:atiou
- the 10bster, to fix by law a certain season of protection for this ma-
e anipg).
th“ H_is Majesty would therefore invite the attention of the Storthing of
© kingdom of Norway to this subject, and ask them to pass a law re-
g:r;llug the protection of lobsters, in accordance with the accompanying
ait.

113
DRAFT OF A LAW REGARDING THE PROTECTION OF LORBRSTERS.

“L. It shan pe forbidden to catch or sell lobsters during the month
of Augusgt, .
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¢2, In accordauce with a request made by the respective lo ;
fferel

thorities, the above-mentioned period may be extended in the di
districts by the king, but it shall in no place last longer than from Ju
1 to September 30.

3, The fishing or selling of lobsters during a period when it is fol:;
bidden in accordance with § 1 and 2 is punished with a fine of 24 cent
for every lobster caught or offered for sale contrary to law. .

“4, All cases arising from transgressions of the regulations co?
tained in § 1 and 2 must be brought before the police courts. If any of
is accused of such transgression, the chief of police in the district Shf"
get his declaration whether he is willing to pay the fines. If he is witr
ing aud does not possess the necessary amount of money, it shall b.e

“levied on his property. If, on the other hand, the accused denies ™"
guilt, or refuses to pay, the above-mentioned officer shall have the wd
ter investigated and settled. The fines shall be divided between t
informer and the local poor-fund.

“5. During the period when in accordance with § Land 2 itis forbid‘?eg
to catch or offer for sale lobsters, as well as during cight days follow!"®
the end of this period, it shall likewise be forbidden to ship lobsters
foreign parts. Attempted or actual transgression of this article ghd
be punished in the same wanner as provided in the law of September =™
1845, regarding attempted or actual smuggling.

¢ 6, This law shall take effect January 1, 1849.”

In the committee to which the royal proposition was assigned for cov
sideration, the first two articles were changed, so as to make the seaS'O
of protection stricter. In the royal proposition, the local authoriti
could under special circumstances propose that the season of protect"o
be extended to the mounths before and after August; bat the committ®
were of the opinion that the law should be enforced during a long®
period, but in special cases the local authorities might propose that !
should be limited to the month of August, to such a degree had pub
opinion changed in favor of such a protective law. .

When the matter was discussed in the Storthing April 20, 1848, not
voice was raised against a protective law, but the discussion was chiefY
as to whether the law should be adopted in its stricter form as rec0™
mended by the committee, or as proposed by the government. The la
way finally adopted in the form recommended by the committee, modifi®
by an amendment that the season of protection should last from J uly
till the end of September, The first portion of § 5 was also changed,
as to read as follows: « Eight days after the beginning of the per
during which in accordance with § 1 and 2 it is forbidden to catch lo?”
sters or offer them for sale till eight days after the end of this periot
shall be likewise forbidden to ship lobsters to foreign parts.” As for ¥
rest, the law was passed in the shape recommended by the committe®’
a motion to change the above-mentioned eight days to twelve day® °



NORWEGIAN LOBSTER-FISHERY AND ITS HISTORY. 255

threg Weeks being lost, as likewise another motion that the law should
% come i foree till January 1, 1850,
be law, which was adopted in the same shape by both houses of the
‘rthi“g, and was sanctioned by the king, came to read as follows:
‘, + It shall be forbidden to catch or offer for sale lobsters during the
pe‘r‘lod from July 15 till the end of September. .
thi 2. In accordance with a request from the respective local authorities,
big Period may be limited in different districts by the king; but the
°38on of prouibition must in every case embrace the whole month of
Augugg.

ifmd 4 aro entirely as in the royal proposition. . ' -
.9 Irom cight days after the beginning.of the period during whicl,
4¢cordance with 1 and 2, it is forbidden to catch lobsters or offer them
o §a1e, till eight days after the end of this period, it shall likewise be
1;‘ dden to export lobsters to foreign parts.
6. This law shall come into force January 1, 1849.”
1 ¥ this law, which forbids all fishing during two and a half months,
© ¥ield of the fisheries was of course somewhat diminished during the
Years following its passage, till the protected young could reach the
ecessary size. Thus fewer were exported in 1849 and 1850 than duaring
€ Dreceding years, so that, while from 1846 to 1848 about 600,000 were
XI_’Ol‘ted, the number had sunk to 408,310 in 1849 and 427,600 in 1850,
18 de(}l'()asg’ bhowever, is not merely owing to the circumstance,
% the pumber which were usually canght during the close months
com"l'illed in the sea, but likewise to the faet that the English joint-stock
Wpany which carried on the exportation from the distriets of Jarls-
g€ anq Laurvig began to pay a lower price for the lobsters, so that
Shermen resolved no longer to cateh any even during those montbs
w €n they were permitted to do so. While from this district there
N €re from 1846 to 1848 on an average about 26,000 exported every year,
oly 7,960 were exported in 1849, 1,664 in 1850, and none at all during
© f0119\»‘i11gycars; but, in 1853, 14,470 were again exported, chiefly to
openhagen. Since 1850, the lobster-trade bas steadily increased, and
& g‘)Vemors, in their quingquennial reports on the economical condition
Cir respective districts, state that protection seeins to have pro-
this result. _
am the district of Stavanger, the exports rose, from 1850, whep tI‘Jey
i Ounteq o 120,653, to 204,303 in 1854 ; in the South Bergen district,
8 algo stated that the fisheries have increased. Of the following
?&rs, the least productive was 1858, when the exports from the whole
ay Rlom only amounted to 533,238, on account: of unfavorable weather
TI0g the whole fishing-season; but, in 1860, the number had again
80 th to 1,333,037, and kept tolerably steady during the following _yez?rs,
A% the exports during these years were about the same as during
¢ Years 182530, when they were at their bighest, only to decreaso
€T¥ rapialy during the following years. In 1860, the exports rose to

€
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1,000,000, and increased constantly, till in 1865 they very nearly I‘Ga"hed
2,000,000, viz, 1,056,276.

The complaints regarding the protective law have now ceased
the government has in several districts limited it by royal decrees, an
in many places the people are rather inclined to estend the seaso?
protection than to limit it as, in the district of Stavanger, Wh,e
two years ago public opinion was in favor of prohibiting all ﬁshf”g
during autumn and winter, as it was thought that thereby the spri?
and summer fisheries would become all the more productive. A3
general rule, no lobsters are exported from there in antumn and winte"
except when some new English companies want to get into the Jobster”
trade and therefore buy the lobsters at a higher price than is ususly
paid, so as to ruin their rivals. Then all the lobsters that can be 8o
are generally bought during autumn, as was the case in 1845 and 18461
and to some extent in 1864 and 1865. During the last-mentioned y62"
such a large quantity of lobsters was caught on account of the unuslli‘“y
calm weather, that the Englishman who had urged the fisherme?
fish could not take more than one-third of all that had been caugh®
and the rest died, without being of use to any one. One reason why b
fishermen wish to see this autumn fishing forbidden by law is that eve
if they were unanimous as to its injurious character, all of them woulds
though unwillingly, take their part in it, if a small number of fisherm®
moved by covetousness were to cabeh lobsters, and if there should be ¥
chance of selling them at that season, bechuse they suppose that £hos®
Jobsters which they would otherwise get in spring would now be caus
by others in autumnn, which would injure their trade very much.

As the privileges which at different times had bLeen grauted to the
lobster-shippers were not the same in every place, because the por 8
for shipping lobsters were established as necessity arose, and on th?
occasion got certain privileges, these must naturally differ a great ded
according to the views prevalent at the timewhen the ports were
established. Such regulations regarding the ports of Espevaer, 5%
hellern, and Rogunesund from the year 1798, have alrcady been conr
municated, and similar ones have existed in other ports. These regul®”
tious were certainly modified a great deal in course of time ; but t
Danish-Norwegian government inclined to keep privileges that ha
once been granted unchanged as far as was possible, and these pri"l'
leges could consequently not become uniform till our days. In order to
do this, the department of finance and customs issued a circular, date
December 11, 1863, to the following effect:

«“Ag the privileges which have been granted by decrees puhlislhed
from time to time to the lobster-trade in different places of the kingdo™
partly differ somewhat as to their character without there being s
cient reason therefor, and are partly scattered in a manner which mak®
supervision difficult, the department has thought proper to mako tlfo
following general regulations regarding the privileges that shall be m
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force with regard to this trade, and which, with the exception of the
additional regulation regarding the calculation of ship-dues, agree
entirely with those which are for the time being in force in most of the
custom-stations on the southern coast :

«1, Arriving lobster-vessels which iutend to take lobsters in an outer
port, if they do not contain any goods subject to duty, but only ballast,
may be exempt from stopping at the custom-house to which the outer
port belongs, it the shipper immediately on his arrival reports himself
to the custom-house officer who may be stationed at that place, but if
there is no such custom-station there, at the nearest custom-station,
where the custom-house officers may examiue the vessel.

« 92, Such vessels as have arrived in the outer port are exempt from
making their declaration at the custow-house before they commence to
take their cargo of lobsters; but, when they commence, thev shall be
obliged to mention the exact number of lobsters which they intend to
export.

«3, Such vessels are permitted to make their declaration before the
custom-house at the same time with giving the quantity of lobsters about,
to be exported.

«4, Such vessels, after having thus obtained their custom-house
papers for a certain quantity of lobsters, if they cannot get the quantity
mentioned in the port where they take their cargo, may take tho lob-
sters that are wanting to make up the quantity mentioned in the papers,
in another port, cither in the same custom-house district or in anotber.
The following, liowever, must be observed :

“q. The custom-house officer stationed in the port shall mention in
the papers the exact number of lobsters that have been taken there, and
the custom-house officers in the port or ports which may be cutered
afterward sball examine in how far the number of lobsters received
agrees with the number of lobsters specified in the papers.

«p. If the lobsters are shipped in places where there is no custom-
liouse, the company’s commissioner, or, if there is none, the person who
sorts the lobsters, may mention in the papers what nuimnber of lobsters
have Leen taken, whereupon tho vessel may sail 5 but a copy of the
papers made under oath must immediately be sent to the nearest custom-
bouse.

“e. The respective custom-house officer thereupon shall, in the case
mentioned under a, send a report regarding the insertion in the papers to
the custom-house to which he belongs, and shall,in the cases meuntioned
under b, send the declaration of the persons wlo sorted the lobsters.

“d. If the lading is completed in a district belonging to another
custom-house thian the one where the lobster-vessel has commenced to
lade, the reports and declarations mentioned under b and ¢ shall be
immediately sent by the custom-Louse where they have been received
to that custom-house where the lading has commenced, so that the

0ﬁicer;37belonging to the latter may be able to determine in how far the
7 F
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exports from all the ports correspond with the number of lobsters for
which duty has been paid. It is of course understood that the above:
mentioned reports and declarations must give the name of the vesse
and its eaptain, as well as the number and date of the custom-hous®
passport, and state by which custom-house the latter has been issued-
«g5, It thecaptains of lobster-vesselsfind occasion to take a larger nu®”
ber of lobsters than is mentioned in their papers, either in the same Port’
or other ports, this may be done without any hinderance by the custom”
house officers, and in this case everything regarding the insertion in b e
papers and the reports and' declarations that are to be given is to be
done exactly as mentioned in No. 4, This is done, however, under tbe
condition that the shipper immediately pays the export-dues for “}e
extra number of lobsters taken, and that the custom-house officer i
the above-mentioned reports and declarations certifies that the vesst
has exported this extra number. In so far, however, as an arriving 10
ster-vessel brings goods which have to pay duty, the regulations me?”
tioned in Nos. 1and 2, without regard to the quality and quantity of £ho
goods, cannot be applied to the vessel, but it must first get the requiret
permit to pass in, and therefore go up to the custom-house, and ther'e
undergo the same treatment as other arriving vessels, whereupo? !
may proceed to the place of lading. If it is found that oxporters
sorters, or shippers do not observe the conditions under which the abo¥¢’
mentioned privileges have been given, these shall be revoked, accordit8
to circumstances, either for a vessel, for a port, or for a certain part 0
the coast. The custom-house officers shall see to it, as far as ciren?”
stances and the above-mentioned regulations allow, that no abuses creep
in, and that if there should be any, they are immediately made kno¥
to the respective authorities. ¢
With regard to the ship-dues of such vessels as take in cargocs 0
lobsters outside the custom-houses, in conformity with the privilegc_s
granted to them, it has been found convenient, in order to have & U0
form mode of proceeding, to calculate their dues in future always
of vessels whose cargo exceeds one-fourth of the carrying capacity 7



