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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The accompanying statistical report on the fisheries of the South
Atlantic States is based on investigations made by agents of the United
States Fish Commission in 1898, the information relating to the year
1897. The general results of this work were made public in the report
of the Division of Fisheries for 1898, and were also presented earlier
and in more condensed form in Statistical Bulletin No.9, Single sheet
statistical bulletins are usually issued upon the completion of field
work, and distributed in the fishery region to which they refer, in
advance of the regular reports of the Commission, The information
collected during this canvass is here presented in full, the results
having been tabulated and the various features of the fisheries shown
in detail.

The report has been prepared under the direction of Mr, C. H. Town-
send, assistant in charge of the Division of Fisheries. The field inqui-
ries were conducted by Messrs. W. A. Wilcox, T. M. Cogswell, and
John N. Cobb, agents of the division, to whom should be credited the
explanatory notes relating to the States in which they worked. The
fisheries of North Carolina were canvassed by Messrs. Cogswell and
Cobb; those of South Carolina and Georgia by Mr. Wilcox, and of
eastern I'lorida by Mr. Cobb.

The assistant in charge has had the constant aid of Mr. S. Le k.
Pritchard and other members of the office force of the division in the
preparation of the tables,

GEo. M. BOWERS,
Commissioner.
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STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC
STATES.

GENERAL NOTES AND STATISTICS.

The condition of the commercial fisheries of this region, as shown in
the following report, has not changed to any marked degree since
they were canvassed in 1890. Although there has been a general
increase in respect to persons employed, capital invested, and value of
products, the development of the fisheries is not yet proportionate to
the important fishery resources of the States considered. The region,
as a whole, with its numerous rivers and extensive sounds, is destined
to maintain greater fishery industries.

The investigations were confined to the coastal waters and to the
lower courses of the rivers as far inland as commercial fisheries are
maintained.

The table on pp. 176-177 gives general comparisons with former
canvasses made in 1880 and 1890. Comparisons in detail may be
made by consulting previous statistical publications* of the United
States Fish Commission on this subject.

The tables on pp. 174-175 show, by States, the condition of the fisheries
of the South Atlantic States in 1897, The capital invested in the fish-
eries of this region amounted to $1,828,832. Of this amount $1,218,459
is credited to North Carolina, $174,354 to South Carolina, $284,864 to
Georgia, and $151,155 to eastern Florida.

The total number of persons employed was 17,185, of which number
14,449 were fishermen and 2,736 shoresmen. In the North Carolina
fisheries alone 12,045 were employed; in South Carolina, 2,139; and in
Georgia, 1,869. The fishermen of the eastern coast of Florida num-
bered 1,132.

The total number of vessels employed was 243, having a tonnage of
2,790.83, and valued, with their outfit, at $200,280. The total number

*The Fishery Industries of the United States, section 11, Geographical Review of

the Fisheries for 1880. .
The Fishery Industries of the United States, section v, History and Methods of

the Fisheries,

Report on the Fisheries of the South Atlantic States, by Hugh M. Smith, M. D.
Bull. U, 8. Fish Com., 1891, pp. 267-356.

The Fish and Fisheries of the Coastal Waters of Florida. U. 8. Fish Commission
Report for 1896, {P 263-342. .

‘Report on the Fisheries of Indian River, Florida. U. 8. Fish Commission Report
for 1896, pp. 223-262.
_ Notes on the Extent and Condition of the Alewife I'isheries of the Uuited States
in 1896, by Hugh M. Smith. Report U. S. Fish Commission for 1898, pp. 31-43.

The Shad Fisheries of the Atlantic Coast of the United States, by Charles H.
Stevenson. Report U. S. Fish Commission, 1898, pp. 101~269.
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of boats in this region was 6,691, valued at $276,866. The apparatus
of capture had a value of $492,596, and other accessory property
$531,290.

Gill nets have been the most important form of apparatus employed,
and were valued at $243,482, pound nets ranking next in importance,
with a value of 8137,175. The value of seines is placed at $95,340, all
other forms of apparatus being of minor importance.

The products of the fisheries amount to 80,390,465 pounds, with a
value of $1,833,155. The products of the fisheries of North Carolina
were valued at $1,316,017; those ot South Carolina, $210,456; of Geor-
gia, $170,605; and of castern Florida, $136,077. The most importaut
item with respect to product is shad, which is valued at $478,784,
oysters ranking next, with a value of 8334,934. JMullet is third and is
valued at $115,465.. Alewives and squeteague follow with values of
8118,124 and $112,578, respectively.

Shad and oysters are by far the most important products of the figh-
eries of North Carolina; oysters, whiting, shad, and sea bass of South
Carolina and Georgia, while in eastern IFlorida the leading fishery
products are shad, mullet, pompavo, and squeteague.

Since the last canvass of this region, which was in 1890, there has
been an increasc in the fisheries of all these States except castern
Florida. Taking the region as a whole, there has been an iucrease in
products of 13,205,847 pounds, having a value of $259,451. There has
been an increase in capital invested of $140,546. North Carolina is the
only State where the investment has decreased, the amount of this de-
crease being $25,529. Since 1890 the value of the yield of the more
important fishes, such as shad, mullet, and alewives, has been nearly
stationary, while that of oysters has increased about one-third.

Table showing the number and value of vessels, boals, apparatus, and shore property
employed in the fisheries of the South Atlantic States in 1897.

I N | I
North Carolina. S""lti]:"(l’“m' Georgia.  Florida. ! Total
Items. i SR U I | I
No. Value. No. | Valae. | No. i Value. | No. : Value. | No. Value.
- J DU I : — JEN e
| |

Vessels .......... 174 | $1561,375 . 16 '$15, 742 b1 '$28, 833 | 2 ¢ $4,830 | 243 | $200, 280

‘Tonnage . -.i1,870.23 |.......... 262,03 |...._... 641.80 ........ 16. 87 '2,790.83 .. ...._.

Boats.... 4,428 | 202,700 | 1,050 ! 34,080 080 | 20,277 2 6, 691 276, 866

Seines .. 1,044 86, 185 88 - 3,045 66| 2,305 1,242 95, 340

Gill nets. 86, 688 179,190 408 | 23,840 424 | 11, 805 88, 007 243, 482

Pound ne 1,852 | 136,475 |.. 137,175

Fyke nets . 23 4 341

Cast nets . . [0 T PP 1,165

Turtlenets ......l.........4.......... 880

3] T 1,233 885 885

Tines coceeeeiaeic]eenai... 247 1,023

Wheels .......... 70 1, 050 1,050

Dredges ......... 26 855 905
Tongs, rakes, and | [ |

grabs.......... 1,491 3, 383 246 ¢ 1,602 547 ° 2,133 51 337 2, 335 7,545

Other apparatus .| ........ 12,820 ....... ([ P, ; T O 2,4 5
Shore aud acces- ; [ |

80TY property..|......... | 815,164 [....... | 45,055 [.oennn. 106,356 |...... 64,715 {..nv.... 531, 200

Cash capital ... ..|......... | 138,400 [.......: 48,800 {....... ‘111,500 | ..... 28,100 [......... 327,800

Total ...... ; ......... i1.218.460 ceee... 174,354 .......|284. 8064 |...... 151,155 |......... 1, 828, 832

* Shown in other apparatus.
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Number of persons employed in. the fisheries of the South Atlantio States in 1897.

Fishermon.|Shoresmen.| Total.
North Carolina. 1,025 12, 045
South Carolina . 205 2,139
Georgia ...c-... 465 : 1,869
FloridaA..coccoeeececneesn 141 | 1,132
PO - o e e meeess e nam e e mma e eae 2,736 | 17,185

Table showing the quantity and value

of products taken in the fisherics of the South Atlantic
States in 1897.

Species.

North Carolina. South Carolina.

Florida.

Lbs. 'I Value.

Lbs. |Value.

Alewives, fresh......-..-

Alewives, salted ...

Cat-flsh.... .

Chanuel bass or red-fish,

frosl ocvevenneccenocee

Channel bass or red-fish,

Flounders .....
Groupers -.....
Hickory shad..

King-fish ceveeceenrieannn
Menhaden ......oooveennt
Mullet, fresh .......ennn
Mullet, saltod............

Scad or round robin. ..
Scabrss ..coeecaeece-

Sharks ....
Sheepshead
Snuprers ...........
Span

Spotsand cronkers,salted

Squeteague, fresh........

Squeteague, salted
Strawblerry bass. .
Striped basa
Sturgeon ...
Suckaers. ..

Wnrm%uth bass.

WhItIE evneee e

Other fish.

Craw-fish..... .
Terrapins .... ceen

Turtles .

Seallops ... .
(shvim' .......... W

queteaguce sounds ..
Réfuso. -

UBGeenccrccnccaasonnes

Sailor's choice ..........

sh mackerel
Spotsand croakers, fresh.

1, 504, 300 | 45,360

124, 000 3,720
235,782 | 3,542

362, 802 | 11,766
4,800 800

|
1, 316, 017 ;5, 280, 446 |210. 450

'4, 903, 100 |l70. 605 i5, 882, 662 |186, 077
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Table showing the quantity and value of produots taken in the fisheries of the South Atlantio
States tn 1897—Continued.

SUMMARY.

Specics. Lbs. Value. ‘ Spocies. Lbs. | Value.
A{ewives, fri%sol:l. ......... l5, Zg_ls ;1; s;g, ;7(2)2 | gheepsbond 7§§, 270 31;, ggé
Alowives, salted ......... 0,101, 23 3 DAPPOrS.... ..... , 400 , 5!
Black bass...... 593, 458 26, 147 || Spanish mackerel..... 362, 390 19,832
Blue-fish, tresh. . 1, 568, 796 44, 320 (| Spots and croakers, fresh 2,035, 889 : 29, 880
%})lx?-ﬂsh. salted 21:21328 5, ljg. | bpot]s x(llud cronkors, 165. 248 ! 240

nfto .......... X 4 salted ................. 4,4
Butter-fish.... 04, 760 1,758 | Squeteague, tresh . 3, 857: 778 110, 352
Catfish................... 502, 311 11, 635 |, Squcteague, saltod . 83, 496 , 226
Chbanuel bass or red-fish, Struwberry bass . .. 21, 725 866

fresh.........oo....... 434,132 8,082 . Striped bass...... 864, 223 59,121
Chnrlmcll buss or red-fish 40,200 s04 ” Sturl"geon.... 51J3g. ;38 2‘;, 051]2

salted .............. ... , 20 uckers... 35, 2¢ , 0
Drum .. 297,700 2715 Sun-fsh. 291Iogo 8,022
Eels...... 101,700 4, - Tautog.. ..o ... 14,125 283
Flounders. 180, 475 3,480 |‘ le:xi‘r?outh bass. . . 6, 850 348
Groupers. ....... 33, 000 1,170 ting ......... 37, 500 32,003
Hickory shad ... 275, 550 9,361 . Other fish. 103, 349 3,358
King-fish ......... 358, 070 7,028 !I Shrimp.... 627, 2?1 28,312
Menhaden .. 11, 310, 000 19, 700 | Crabs, soft . . 086, 720 3, 992
Mullet, fresh . 3,241, 382 40, 148 |l Crabs, hard . 228,360 5,279
Mullet, salted . 2, 693, 560 75,317 '| Craw-fish ... .. 4,000 80
Perch....... 811,979 24,224 il Terrapins . . 103, 230 25,120
£l e T | wme
Pike ..... 0 it Frogs ..... ! s
Pin-fish .. 61, 600 1,064 © Oyetors -+ 11, 285, 208 384,034
peumaud T S SLUUIND e R

OTEY e eevveaconeacensnnns X e ieeieiaea
1 48, 400 1, 445 ‘, [67:35 7.1 S 111, 905 31:268
8,100 6,8 (ut,tongueaouuds ...... " 691 104
827, 195 32 130 “ Refuse .......... eeeenas 3,862,200 4,828
11,268, 343 478
ShATKS 1veevearaernnernons| Lotalieeenarn.nnn.. 80,380,465 | 1,833, 165

300 “

Comparative table showing the extent of the fisheries of the South Atluntioc States in 1580,
1890, and 1897.

PERSONS ENGAGED.

Percontage

Iﬁzx;::t;gr of incroase

States. 1880. 1890. 1897, in 1807 |or docreaso

compared | b pared

With1880. | ih 1890,
6, 274 10,274 12,045 +1,771 +17.23
1,005 2,701 2,138 — 562 —20.81
899 1, 622 1,869 -+ 247 -}-15. 23
368 1,404 1,132 — 272 —18.37
7,646 16,001 17,185 | 41,184 + 7.40

|
CAPITAL INVESTED.

Percentage

Ix(]lcex(':erx;zt;:r of increase

Statos. 1880. 1890. 1897, in 1897 | O decreaso

compared co::xpurod

| with 1800. | coh 1800,
—— e —m ‘ _—— i —— e
North Carolina...... beesencacssnnnnnons $500,561 | $1, 213,088 | 31,218, 409 | — 25,620 — 2,05
South Carolina ..... . 06, 275 127,762 1 + 46, 502 4-30. 47
Georgia ..... . 78,770 174, 431 Zﬁl 804 | *—]l() 433 +63.31
lor{da.. 43, 554 142, 105 151, 155 + 9,050 + 6.37
Total. ..., 605,160 | 1,688,286 | 1, 828,832 | +4-140, 546 4 8.32
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Comparative table showing the exlent of the fisherica of the South Atlantio States in 1880,
1890, and 1897—Continued.

PRODUCTS.
Pounds.
e e —— Pq;‘cenmge
Incroase or ofincrease
States. decrease |°F &“g Egg“
1880. 1880. 1897, in 1887 o ed
compared Oiltl;;lp‘llgw
with 1890, | .
North Carolinf..coeeeeeeceseceionnecss 32,240,488 | 51,799,142 64, 234, 257 | +12.435, 116 +4-24.01
South Carolina... 6,143,250 | 4,932,703 5,280,440 | + 347,743 + 7.05
qoorgm .......... 2,272,500 | 2,901,117 4,993,100 | -+ 2,001,983 +-66. 03
Florida...ccceevee 2,286,750 | 7,461,056 | 5,882, 662 | — 1,578,004 —21.16
Total...co...ee 42, 051_: 988 I 67, 184, 618 | 80,300,465 | +13, 205, 847 4-19.65
Value.
Percentage
Increaseor e
States. docroaso | °F 21““,'%:“‘;
1880. 1890. 1897. in 1807 |OF f£oEeg®
compared compared
with 3800, | i) 1800
North Carolin. .c.coceacecamccacseeeace $846, 605 | $1, 027,669 | $1,316,017 -}-288, 348 +28.068
South Carolina 212, 482 2032, 602 210, 450 4+ 7.854 + 8.68
Goorpin coaeeecrcaiaeenns 119, 885 123, 563 170, 605 + 47,042 +4-88.07
Floritde ccoveeaceanemesomsmmecoocaacnes 78,408 219, 870 136, 077 — 83,793 —38.11
TOtleeveeocancenaccanaraaccees 1,256,578 | 1,573,704 | 1,833, 155 +259, 451 +16.49

FISHERIES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

The fisheries of North Carolina have continued to increase in nearly
all respects and are now of greater importance than ever before. In
the number of persons employed and value of products they are more
than twice as important as those of all the other South Atlantic States
combined and nearly equal them in point of capital invested. The
prominent position of the fishing industry in this State is due chiefly to
the vast extent of its sounds and other coastal bodies of water, fresh
and salt. Several rivers have fisheries on their lower courses, and the
ocean banks are fished extensively. Theindustryasa wholeisof greater
value than any other branch of trade in the eastern part of the State.

The three tables on p. 178 show the extent of the fisheries in 1897.

The total number of persous employed was 12,045,

The capital invested amounted to $1,218,459. The value of vessels
and their outfits was $151,375; of boats, steam flats, and pile-drivers,
$202,709; of apparatus of capture, $410,811; of shore property and
working capital, $453,564.

The yield amounted to 64,234,257 pounds of fishery products with a
value of $1,316,017, an increase of over 12,000,000 pounds since 1890.
Shad continues to be the most important species in the N orth Carolina
fisheries, the value of which was $362,811. The yield of this species
shows an increase in weight of 3,195,075 pounds, and in value of $56,796.
The next species in importance, the oyster, had a value of $241,099, an
advance of $65,532 since 1890, Alewives had a value of $127,055, after

F C 98——12
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which the more important species were squeteague, worth $95,219; mul-
let, worth $90,338; striped bass, worth $58,035; blue-fish, worth $46,752,
and clams, worth $53,703, an increase of over $40,000 since 1890,

Pergons employed.

How engaged. No.
On vessels fishing ........ooo it 455
On vessels tmnsgorting ........ 188
Inshore or boat fisheries............. 9,463
On boats transporting.......c......... 14
Shoresmen ..... eertscrenscannes verecannans vesoans 1,025
Total cueeieininiiiaiiaiiianinien [P 12,045

Table of apparatus and capital.

Itemns. No. Value. Items. No. Value.
Vessels fishing ............... 08 | $69,450 Agpnratus-—shore fisheries :
Tonnage ...ccouae... 1,017.20 i......... 170 1 1. P . 1, 028 $70, 465
(02117 1 S DT P, 21,3827 Gill nots .. 86, 639 177, 820
Veanels trunsporting . . 76 53,175 Pound nets 1,852 136,375
; Tonnnge ...._....... Fyko nets. 23 841
Outfit ... inor netas 1, 867
Boats fishing Lines 247
Boats transporting Pots .. 885
Agpnmtus-—vaase fisherie Wheels ......... 1, 050
L1 1= S, Tongs and rakes 3,023
i Gillnet Miscollaneous............. 453
' Dredges Shoreand accessory property|. 815, 164
TODEB.ceerieainenninennnn Casl capital........ ceseaeans 138,400
\
B Total.eevoeiianaeai]ovananann. 1,218,459
Table of products.
Species. | Lbs. ’ Valuo. Species Lbs. Value.
Alewives, fresh ............ 5,004,201 | $48,756 || Sheepshead ...... veenn 271, 208 I $9, 243
Alewives, anlted. . ..| 10,096, 236 78,209 | Snappers... 34, 400 860
Blaclk bnss ....... .. 535, 142 23,011 |! Spanish ma 330, 840 18,017
Blue-flsh, freah ... 1,482,375 41, 608 || Spota, fresh 716,137 9, 870
Blue-fish, salted ... 213, 300 5,144 || Spots, salted..... . 133, 846 4, 827
Bonito ............. 2, 350 35 || 8quoteague, frosh ... ..| 3,000,758 92, 903
Buatter-fish . 04,750 1,758 || Squeteague, salted .. .. 83, 406 2,226
Cat-fish .. .. 192,211 4,040 (| Strawberry buss co........ 21,725 866
Channel bass, fres a4, 550 830 | Striped baas............... 845,123 58, 035
Chaunel bass, salted 40, 200 804 || Sturgeon... [ 871,625 13,525
Croakers, fresh. 1,247,619 18,514 ' Suckers ... ........ 125, 230 3,037
31,400 422 j Sun-fish.................. 38, 210 1,000
51,400 1,073 || Lautog.coeeeeeienaeann. ... 14,125 283
86, 700 4,051 | Warmouth bass ........... 6, 960 848
...... 173, 975 3,189 | Whiting ....... e 45, 300 1,133
230, 975 7,683 I| Shrimp... ... ... 00 146, 408 5,886
358, 070 7,628 | Crabs, 801t eeeneeon.. ..., 1986, 720 3,992
11, 310, 000 19,700 |, Crabs,hard................ 240, 000 1, 000
Mullet, fresh . . 707, 425 10,797 | ‘Lerraping................. 817,179 2,815
Mullet, salted .............. 2,612,160 73, b41 | Turtles .....oo.oonoia..... 424, 000 1,920
Orch «covvriniiiiiiiaaa., 806, 379 24,044 | ¥rogs ...l ... 51, 800 450
Pig-tish coooiiiiiio., 412, 807 10, 285 | Oysters ..., 68,011,720 241,009
Jke ..o, 100, 420 2,655 [ Clams........ © 7937, 808 63, 703
Pinfish ... ._........... 01, 600 1,064 || Scallops. ~..... 8118, 823 B, 653
POmpPano . .eveiieeniannen.. 53, 175 1,728 | Caviar ........... . 82, 600 11,162
Porgy coveiiiiiiiinanan... 39, 910 472 || Squeteague sounds. . 691 . 104
Sailor's choice. .. Sg. (])00 973 i Refuse............. vevea--| 8,862,200 | 4,828
, 100 4 —_—
Sen bass...... 189, 225 6, 664 Total.....ooevnnnen.. 64,234,257 . 1, 816, 017
Shad.....ooooiLL 8,063,488 | 362,811 :

! Ropresents 2,060,160 in nambor.
? Represents 120,000 iu number.

2 Represents 8,160 in number.
4 Roprosents 320 in number.

5 Ropresents 3,600 in number.
6 Represeuts 858,818 bushols.
? Ropresenta 117,226 bushels.
¢ Reprosents 26,204 bushels.
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THE FISHERIES BY COUNTIES.

Twenty-six counties are represented in the commercial fisheries of
North Carolina. Of this number 17 have a frontage on the ocean or
on the sounds tributary thereto, and many of them maintain important
fisheries. Those bordering the sounds and the ocean are Currituck,
Camden, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Chowan, Bertie, Washington,Tyrrell,
Dare, Hyde, Pamlico, Craven, Carteret, Onslow, Pender, New Hanover,
and Brunswick.

In the tables beginning on page 184 the fisheries of each of these
counties are shown in detail,

In the number of persons employed and in the amount of capital
invested Carteret takes precedence over all other counties in the State,
oceupying the position formerly held by Dare County, the latter taking
second place in this regard, though still holding first place in value of
products. '

A large proportion of the fish canght in Carteret County are handled
by wholesale dealers at Beaufort and Morehead City. These firms
handled in 1897 1,756,868 pounds, having a gross value of 870,274. In
addition to fish the same firms handled shucked oysters, scallops, and
clams,

A comparatively new industry in Carteret County since the former
investigation is that of shipping soft-shell crabs to the Northern mar-
kets, the total number shipped in 1897 being 13,600 dozen. This busi-
nessis growing steadily, and at Marshallberg one firm has an extensive
plant where crabs are kept in floats preparatory to their shedding and
becoming marketable.

Nearly all the oysters handled by the dealers in Carteret County are
bought opened, the oystermen receiving an average of 35 cents per gal-
lon for them, The scallops are all bought in this way, none being sold
in the shell, the price for the same ranging from 40 to 45 cents per
gallon.

In this county the seine fishery has undergone some changes in recent
years, a law having been enacted prohibitingethe hauling of any seine
over 200 yards in length. Such seines are generally aused in the mullet
fishery. There are many ‘drag nets,” so called, or small seines, with a
length of about 350 feet each. These nets are fished in the sounds and
also on the outside along the banks. The total number of nets of this
class in use in Carteret County in 1897 was 329. In the fisheries of
this county 5,250 stake gill nets were used; 25 large stake nets, with
an average length of 200 yards each, were fished along the banks. The
fishing of large stake nets of this character is of comparatively recent
date. 225 small boats with 375 men engaged in tonging oysters in Car-
terct County, their cateh in the aggregate amounting to 244,800 bush.
els, with a value to the fishermen of $60,299,

In the catching of scallops and clams about 150 persons are engaged.
The scallops are caught with scoops and drags. The scoops have @
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long wooden handle with a hoop and net attached. The drags are
thrown out from the stern of the boat and hauled aft as the boat pro-
ceeds. Two drags are usually carried by each boat. The fishermen
open the scallops before selling them to the dealers. The amount
opened was 13,147 gallons, worth 85,653.

In clamming, rakes are used to some extent, the greater portion of the
clams being picked by hand from the bars at low tide. Many women
and children engage in this work. In the deeper water what is known
as “treading for clams” is practiced to some extent. This consists of
wading around and feeling for the clams with bare feet. When a clam
is located the fisherman reaches down in the water and brings it to the
surface.

Forty-seven vessels from Carteret County are engaged in touging
oysters, and 12 vessels in dredging oysters. The dredged oysters all
come from Pamlico Sound, as dredging is prohibited in the waters of
Carteret County. The catch of vessels tonging oysters amounted to
52,625 bushels, valued at $13,054. The vessels dredging caught 63,900
bushels, valued at $15,975. Eleven vessels were engaged in fishing for
menhaden. The porpoise fishery formerly prosecuted in this county
bas been abandoned, owing to the diminished inducements offered to
engage in the same.

The absence of shad in the species table for Carteret County is to be
accounted for by the removal of pound nets owuned by Carteret County
fishermen into the waters of Craven County, their catch being credited
to this county. This was formerly the principal apparatus for taking
shad in the waters of Carteret.

In Onslow County a form of gill net known as a “drop net” is used
extensively in the fisheries. They number 655, and the catch was
668,175 pounds, valued at $21,833. This county is noted for its mullet
fishery, and the trade name “ New River mullet” is well known through-
out the State. Ten seines were employed in the mullet fishery, being
fished in the ocean and at the mouths of the inlets along the coastal
line of the county. Though these nets are used primarily for mullet,
a few other fish are taken incidentally, The catch of mullet aggregated
750,000 pounds, valued at $22,168. The oyster fishery has increased,
and in the value of the output takes second place in the oyster industry
of North Carolina. The increase is chiefly owing to the better facilities
for marketing the catch. New River oysters are much in favor, and
find a ready market in the Northern cities and the interior towns
and cities of the State. A fine grade of barrel stock is taken from the
private beds, which sells readily in the larger cities at $4.50 per barrel.
The catch of oysters amounted to 120,000 bushels, valued at $60,000, an
average of 50 cents per bushel. The increase over 1890 was 71,500
bushels, with a value of 842,400,

The fisheries of Pender County are prosecuted in Topsail and Middle
sounds, Cape Fear River, and in Northeast River, a branch of the Cape
Fear. In the sounds haul seines and drop gill nets are used, the catch
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consisting of salt-water varieties. On the rivers mentioned skim nets,
drift gill nets, and small seines are used, taking shad, alewives, and
other species.

In Duplin County fishing is carried on in the Northeast River by
means of gill nets and hanl seines. '

The fisharies of Sampson County give employment to 190 persons
during the fishing season, who, as a rule, reside near the Black River
and its tributaries. Skim nets, drift gill nets, and haul seines are the
forms of apparatus in general use.

The only important stream in Bladen County is the Cape Fear River,
whose fisheries gave employment to 156 persons during the fishing
seagson. The apparatus in use consists of skim nets and drift gill nets
usged in the taking of shad.

In New Hanover County fishing is carried on in the inlets and the
ocean. From Topsail Inlet to Hewletts Creek 21 small seines are
fished in the sounds, the catch consisting of mullet and other varieties
of salt-water fish. At Ocean View 4 seines, whose principal catch is
mullet, are fished at the following-named points: One at Ocean View
Beach in the ocean and three at Masonboro Inlet. Seines are also used
at Queens and Rich Inlets and in the ocean, taking mullet and other
gpecies of fish, Near Masonboro Inlet 10 shriinp seines are operated,
their catch amounting to 3,600 bushels of shrimp, valued at 85,760,
A fishery for sturgeon on the Cape Fear River employed 50 men using
25 drift nets. The catch of sturgeon numbered 625, with a weight of
93,750 pounds, and a value of $2,812, Irom the roe of these sturgeon
89 kegs of caviar were manufactured, valued at $4,539.

One hundred and one drift gill nets for shad were employed in the
river above and below the city of Wilmington, the catch aggregating
236,781 pounds, with a value of 813,706. In point of value the shad
surpasses all other fishery products in New Hanover County with the
exception of the oyster. In Myrtle Grove Sound and its tributary
creeks oysters are taken in considerable quantities by hand-picking and
tonging. They are sold opencd, retailing at 50 cents per gallon. The
catch consisted of 64,000 bushels, or 56,000 gallons opened, valued at
$28,000. In addition to the oysters 18,000 bushels of clams were taken.

Fishing with hook and line in the ocean is largely followed, the boats
resorting to the vicinity of the submerged rocks that fringe the coast,
and the fishery is locally known as “rock fishing.” Large quantities
of choice salt-water varieties are taken, finding a ready market. There
is also a summer fishery with lines in Cape Fear River. The total line
catch amounted to 529,040 pounds, with a value of $17,209,

In Brunswick County 14 large seines are operated, principally in the
ocean. Ten small seines, averaging about 250 feet, are fished in the
inlets, taking mullet chiefly. Drop gill nets are employed at Southport
and vicinity for croakers, spots, etc. A small number of terrapin and
turtle seines are in nse. The seines average 100 yards, with a depth of
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18 to 20 feet. The catch of diamond-back terrapin numbered 1,800,
valued at $630, and 320 green turtles were taken valued at $1,920.

The clam industry has grown considerably in Brunswick County in
the past tive or six years, and now employs a large number of persons.
The men engaged camp on the beach during most of the week. The
season for clamming is regulated by law and begins November 15 and
closes April 15. The cateh for 1897 amounted to 50,000 bushels, valued
at $22,500. The clammning grounds are along the inlets that border
the county.

The fishing centers of Hyde County are in the vicinity of Mount
Pleasant, Middletown, and Engelhard. As a whole, the fisheries of
this county show a large increase in the amount of shad taken and also
an increase of 140,000 bushels in the oyster output. The total quantity
of oysters was 216,890 bushels, with a value of $43,378. In addition
to the market oysters tonged, 21,210 bushels of seed oysters, with a
value of $2,205, were sold. The greater portion of the oysters are sold
to vessels that come from other States and anchor on the fishing-
grounds, buying the tonged oysters from the small boats engaged in
the business.

The shad fisheries of Hyde County show an increase of 183,820
pounds over the figures for 1890. The total for 1897 was 252,000
pounds, as against 68,180 pounds in 1890. Most of the shad credited
to Hyde County are taken in the adjoining county of Dare, where the
fishermen camp during the shad season.

In point of capital invested Beaufort County ranks fifth, and maintains
important fisheries on the Pamlico and Pungo rivers. The wholesale
trade is centered at Washington. The principal apparatus in use is
seines, 49 being employed, their catch amounting to 563,103 pounds,
valued at 816,772, more than one-half of the catch of the county. Next
to the seine in importance is the pound net, the catch from the latter
amounting to 377,715 pounds, valued at $8,315. At Belhaven two
oyster establishments are located, both engaged in shucking oysters
for shipment, the output aggregatmg about 10,500 gallons, marketed
in the Northern cities.

Craven County occupies a prominent position in the fisheries. The
bulk of the catch on Neuse River is handled at Newbern; the quantity
is estimated at 1,565,000 pounds, with an aggregate value of 60,600,
and 50,754 gallons of oysters were shipped to Northern cities and as
far west as Chicago. More than two-thirds of the output of Craven
County was captured with seines. Formerly pound nets were fished
to a great extent in Neuse River, many fishermen coming from other
localities to engage in this fishery. As a result the nets increased in
such numbers that a law, becoming operative in July, 1897, has been
passed prohibiting their use in the river.

The fisheries of Pamlico County are not very extensive, though a
decided improvement is shown. They are carried on mainly in the
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Neuse River. At Bay River an oyster fishery has recently beeu estab-
lished, which grows steadily in importance, the oysters being taken in
the river and around Brant Island,in Pamlico Sound. Fifty small
boats were engaged, the catch amounting to 36, 000 bushels, with a value
to the oystermen of $9,000,

While Dare County is second in number of persons employed, it
maintains first place in the value of products. This is due to the
great value of the shad fisheries. In addition to the shore fisheries
a vessel fishery is maintained, with 15 vessels. Three or four engage
in taking striped bass; the remainder devote their time to the oyster
fisheries, The remoieness of the fishing-grounds necessitates the
employment of 24 vessels to carry the catch to market. The catch of
blue-fish in this county was 780,890 pounds, valued at 828,822.

Chowan County is third in importance of its fisheries, the output
amounting to 12,292,720 pounds, with a value of $112,787. The capital
invested was $136,048. Of this amount $40,365 was employed in the
pound-net fishery, representing 622 nets, This method of fishiug has
increased year by year and is the mainstay of the fisheries of this
county. The pound-net catch amounted to 6,989,598 pounds, with a
value of $69,275, more than one-half of the entire catch of the county
being taken in this form of apparatus. Alewives are the leading
species taken, amounting to 6,147,384 pounds, valued at $40,049; shad
ranking second with 675,680 pounds, valued at $21,538,

The fisheries of Currituck County show a large increase, amounting
to 688,649 pounds over 1890, with an advance in value of nearly $10,000.
This increase is largely in the seine fisheries, over 1,000,000 pounds
being taken with this apparatus. The most important species is the
black bass, amounting to 490,280 pounds, and valued at $21,699. The
perch catch was over 325,000 pounds. In the catch of these species
OCurrituck Connty leads all the other counties in the State.

In Tyrrell County over $14,000 has been added to the capital invesbed,
and $12,323 to the value of products. The increase is mainly in the
shad fishery, and amounts to 670,465 pounds, valued at $24,276 more
than in 1890. This improvement is largely due to an increase in
apparatus, over 6,000 nets having been added to the equipment. The
alewife fishery has fallen off in both quantity and value, owing to the
steadily diminishing demand for the species and the consequent low

rice.
P Washington County is principally noted for its pound-net fishery,
which employs 62 more nets than in 1890. The catch by this form of
apparatns amounted to 754,178 pounds, valued at $14,652. In the
matter of species caught in pound nets shad predominate, the value of
this fish being more than half of the entire output of these nets.
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The following tables show by counties the number of persons
employed, the capital invested, and the yield of the fisheries:

Table showing by counties the number of persons employed in the fisheries of North
Carolina in 1897.

In shoro | On boats
or boat | trans.
flshberics. | porting.
|

Shores- | ..
Counties. sels men. Total.

621
544
156
812
65
1,84
1,008
546
550
1,482

Boanfort. .. coceiecaiiiniiieniciocanaans
Bertie

Lladen
Brunswick
Camden.........

Perquimans
Pitb.ceoeiiaannnnnan.
Sampeaon.

Tyrrell ...
Washington .......c......

346
3,025 | 12,045

Table showing by countics the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in

the fisheries of
North Carolina in 1897.

Beaufort. "Bortie. Bladen. Brunswick. Camden
Items. ~ — T e -
No. | Value. | No. | Value. | No. ’ Value.| No. | Value. No Value
Vesscls flshing .......
‘I'onnage...
(0111718 70N

Boats fishing
Apparatus—vessol

flsherjes:

Dredges coveeaeen-.. 4 D e
Apparastus—shoro

fisherjes:
Seined cooeeeveann... 49 | 7.710 7110,525 |..... ool 32| 2,240 f.....i|iia....
Gill pets... 2,817 | 2,870 f......lio.l.... 48 804 a8 380 1,800 2, 850
Pound nots 54 | 5,400 FIT I 117 PR (RN JR R P 47 2, 355
Fykenets.. [ PO PR PR ORI PR DR S P 1 14
Minornets. 20 60 | 160 444 | 30 % 61 170 [eeeadeennne,
Lines......
Pots .....
Wheels

Tongs and rakes....
Shore and accessory

TOPerty..... .
Cnsgx) calpit.n ....... .e-

05, 541 I ......
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Vessels, boals, and apparatus employed in North Carolina fisheries in 1897—Continued.

Items.

Cartoret. Chowan.

Craven.

Currituck. ‘ Daro.

No. No. | Value. | XNo.
1

Value. | No. Value.‘ No. | Value.

Boats fishing
Boatstransporting. ...
Apparatus—vessel
flsheries:
Soines

Apparatus—s hore
fisheries:
Seines
Gill nets
Pound nets .eevvn-.n
Fyke nets
Minornets
Lines
Pota ...oooviannnnnns
Tongs and rakes....
Miscellaneous
Shore and accessory
property..........
Cash capital ...c......

Total ....

!

| 346 | 10,120
5,313 | 15,300

9, 500

4
| 9, 880

3,179 .

622 | 40,365

15

.
.
.
.
@
-
N
&

ceeee 2018 e 136, 048

..... .| 87,495 |

: 251, 516

ITtems.

Boats fishing ...... -

Apparatus—s hore
fisheries:

Seines ..ooeeeneennnn

Fykenets ...
Minor nets ..

WheelB...caeeeeenne
Tongs and rakes. ...
Shore and accessory
uropert{.
Cash capital ..... .

”Dupllu. iEdgocombe.’ Hertford,

ﬂ}'do.__ | Lonoir. , Martin.

No. iValuo.l No.

Value.; No. [ Value.

No. i Value. l No. {Valuo. No. Value.

16| #180 {?3—

$156 {_3_5_ $023

|

|
172 :812, 635 ' 128 | $797 | 85| 500

76 | 1,500
7,200 | 7,700
15 1,650

510
125

339

4,350
3,500

31,055

New Hanover.|  Onslow.

Pamlico. | Pasquotank.

Valuo.

.l Value. [ No. | Value.

ting .

Boats transportin

Agparatus—vosse fishories :

oines

ines ...
Pots.ccceevecnnn .
Tongs and rakes....

Shore and accessory property.

Cash capital..........
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Vessels, boats, and apparalus employed in North Caroling fisheries in 1897—Continued.

Washington.

Perquimans. ! Pitt. Sampson. Tyrrell.
Items. | ;
No. | Value. | No.| Value. | No. | Value. | No. | Value.| No. | Value.
Veaselatransporting.....o....|-vnut. S O PR L Fr 4 | $2,000 2| $1,200
YTonnage........- .
Outfit.......... e
Boats fishing ........ ceen
Boats transporting ...........
Aggamws-—shore flsheries :
56iDO8 «coeerecceroneincennn
Gill nets.....
Pound nets ..
Minornets.....
Pots oeceeiiiciiieiaa
Shore and accessory property.
Total eovemniccinnaneann, 36,055 |.
SUMMARY.
I
Items. No. Value. | Items. ‘ No. ‘ Value.
Vessels fishing............... $69, 450 | Apparatus—shore fisheries:
TODDABEO ccavaserreceeneenani 1,017.20 |oeeent s BITBB . cececeoccccsnnncnnns 1,026 $79,465
Qutfit ..o oL, 21, 327 Gillpets . ..coevveinninnannns 86, 639 177, 820
Vessels transporting. ... 63,175 Poundnets................ 1, 852 136,375
Tonnage ......evcevececeaa.| 86208 |ooen...... Fykenets....cooveeenan..n 23 341
Outfit. . .oovvveeenen... 7, 423 | INOr 1NOt8 «evceeenanenannnn 775 1, 867
Boats fishing............ 200, 251 D3 R P 247
Boats transporting........... 2,458 ‘ POt8. cemcccecieneannnacnne 1,233 885
Apparatus—veesel fisheries : Wheels ................... 7 1,050
S0INe8.cucrerscenacccaarnnas 18 8, 700 Tongs and rakes .......... 1,352 3,023
Gillnets .....c........ 49 1,870 Miscollaneous.........o...|oeecnen- .. 453
Dredges......cooeeee.- 26 855 || Shore and accessory property 315,164
ToDEB.eveeerrranss 139 360 || Cash capital ccoeveioannaaaiif.. 138, 400
! Totaleenonnenemmnnnnnnn|ioemaennes 1,218, 450

Table showing by countics and species the yield of the fisherice of North Caroling in 1897,

Beaufort. Bertie. Bladen. Brunswick.
Specles.
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. | Value.
Alewives, fresh........ 115,867 | $3,252 {1 1,223,834 l
Alewives, salted. 48, 000 695 | 1,510,457 :

Black bass. ......
Blue-fish, fresh
Butter-fish
Cat fish
Croakers, fresh
Drum

Mullet, salted. .
Perch........

Pig-fish
Pike...

Pompano ....
Sailor's choice

19, 126
12, 300
333,100 9, 042

10, 250 249
TTUigeo0 313
25,100 | 1,004
10,125 460

6, 550 197
11,160 279
Togges | e8

73,776

15,
2,406
4, 500

1,108,443 31,565 | 3,814,002

81,008

| 1,420 'l 1,112,710 \ 45,039
|
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Table showing the yield of the North Carolina fisheries in 1897—Continued.

Camden. Carteret. Chowan. Craven.
Speoies. —
Lbs. l Valua, Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lba. Value.
Alewives, fresh........ 2, 454, 708 1812, 160 425,866 | $6,385
Alewivos, salted ....... 5, 352, 670 | 39,859 50, 00 1, 000
BIACK DABB.ceseenovnnns L) e 375
Blue-fish, freeh ...... .- 100, 000 2,000
Bluc-fsh, salted..oeovofoeeereeasfoaeceaaef 60,0001 1,560 poccocoiiinilociveorfooemr et
Bonito .....- DR PR SOOI I .11 N B PR PR PR TR FER TR L] (RS b [
Butter-fish..ceeeemacees 35, 000
Catfisheneeeenecremeaee]l 28000 20 feoiiioaionoooeneoaaa 1L DSDH AO0 oeeemn el PN

Channel bass, 768l . cuieenemneneliaoeeea] 18,8001 288 joiiiiiiionidieeiieefennninen o]ttt o op
Croakers, fresh ........
Croakers, salted -......
DIt e ceresanencvnnnnee|omecerncs|onaaacasl 30,600 | 612 feovencneonetoecnenrfoecnzionrse
B T T e S
¥loundera. «.ccceece-n-
Hickory shad.......-.. .
King-fish ......... 102, 365
Menhaden ........ .| 11, 310, 000
Mullet, fresh. ... 179, 676
Mullet, salted. .. 774,100
Porch.ceceessceceseenaeey 12,700 ) 307 Joeceeooen.ne
Pig-fish......... 145, 205
PikO.cerecroercacncnamael T8O 3l feiiiial..n..
Piu-fish..... 13, 050
Pompano ... 45,325
Porgy..... 16, 650
Sca bass .. 113, 060 .
Bhad..coe.coevanaeaccaey 204,000 1 7,000 Jovennen-- ‘- 25, 985
Sheepshead....... 116, 655 680
SpnxKuh mackerel 157, 146 1, 509
Spots, fresh ....- 194, 260 ! 1,003
Spots, salted ... 36, 700 leveneenecantoeesnnaalocecaanaadieiial,
Squeteague, fresh .. 695, 308 ). 018
Squetoague, salted. 47, 460 | S
Strawborry bass . B P L LI vo Ol RERTRE T | 300
Striped bass .......-. ..| 20,400 L428 4,500 225 | 63,530 | 4,448 09.800 { 5,200
SHUPGEOD cvceererrnreloncensass U ZUNON OUTTRRN FOR I 100,475 | 2,463 76,000 | 3,750
SUCKer8.ceerecacacerans 800 23 [eecconeeraosfeonnronas 14, 200 427 Joeeneenann .
TAULOZ occvvveonnnncces|ooornoas|iaacenes 14, 126 .
Crabs.80ft ..cccaaneen O PO (e 879, 200 coen]ereneniians
PorrApin. ceoeereaaciaa]oeaianans 6, 428 .
Oy8ters c.ceececveccnnes . 2, 657, 276
ClamB.ceeercecececerace|eacecuaceloceronas 307, 408
Scallops «oovveeaeconacclioniannns 118, 323 6, 063 ceen N P e
Lo SN FODPIPRIN NPPPPN PPPPTRPEE voleeeeeess| 10,360 | 3,248 10,125 ' 2,375
ROTUB6. cmemnnsomeoenoesemeveenalecaeesns]sumoaneenes|oeneneen] 2,062,200 | 3,703 ||'
Total «oueneonenn.| 323,618 | 10,646 | 19,022, 667 ‘ 224, 041 112, 282, 720 {112,787 l 2,024,168 | 68,861
|
Hertford. Hyde. Lenoir. Martin.
Speoies. -
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value.!| Lbs. | Value.| XLbs. | Value.
Alewives, fresh.......- 609, 086 | $8, 085
Aleowives, salted....... 107, 908 810 |....
Blue-fish, fresh ........ cecesesseves|taneacen
Blue-fish, Balted ...coeafeeernezensaefoncccaas
Cat-fleh..eeeeaccaceneael  1,000F 08 [.iioiaioenn.

Croakers, fresh ..

Spanish mackerel.
Bpots, fresh.....-.
Squeteaguo, fresh.

741,349

11,122 I 2, 486, 600

l 08,625 | 108,845

486, 205 9,538
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Table showing the yield of the North Carolina fisheries in 1897—Continued,

Currituck. Daro. Duplin, Edgecombo
Species. — _ R e
Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. Value. Lbs. ‘Value.| Lbs. | Value.
Alewives, fresh........ 3,500 | $2, 036
Alewives, salted . 113, 500 I 10, 484
Black bass..... 490,280 | 21,600 |.ccvemrinacmcloeeanan.,
Blue-flsh, fresh 36, 250 25, 938
Blue-fish, salted. . 2, 584

Channel bass, fresh.
Channel bass, salted ..

Croakers, fresh ........

Croakers, salted .

ols .. ..eeniann
Flounders .....
Hickory shad..
King-fish......
Mullet, fresl. ..
Mullet, salted..
Perch
Pike
Pompano

Sbad
Shoepshead ... ...
Spanish mackerel
Spots, fresh. ...
Spots, salted. ......
Squeteague, fresh..
Squeteague, salted.
Striped bass.......
Sturgeon ..........
Suckers...

Squeteague sounds ..
Total ........

20, 600
50, 800
10, 000
335, 036

36, 840

364, 400

173,780, 482

8,100

New Hanover, !
;

Pamlico. | Pasqublnnk. Pender.

Species.

Lba.

Value.

Lbs. |anuo.| Lus.

Value.| Lbs. |Value.

Alewives, fresh...|.......
Alewives, salted . .[.......

Black basa........
Blue-fish, fresh ...

Batter-flsh .......{.......
Cat-flsh........... 17,300
150

Channelbass, fresh
Croakers, fresh ...

Hickory shad.
King fish._...
Mullet, fresh. .
Mullet, salted.

Sea bass ......
S

Sheepshead . ..
Spau

Strawberry bass..
Striped bass
Bturgeon
Suckers .

Sun-fish .......... 13,300

Warmonth bass ..
Whiting..........
Shrimp ...
Craba, soft

Crabs, hard ....... 40, 000

Oysters...........
Clams ..

Total .........[2, 121, 706~

20, 300

Spap f)ers ......... ) 2, 250

sh mackerel ........
Spots, fresh....... 44,925
Squeteague, fresh.| 148,550

04, 240

693,741 (18,27

26,666 | $400 '121, 182

............... 114, 999
........ leeeeo. ] 20,712

49,500 | 2,200
4,200 i 210

18, 800 853 | 19, 401

1_5._4?7"21'2._582"' 6,163

'jsn‘;—eﬁ

$1,203 | 1,600,  $20
873
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Table showing the yield of the North Carolina fisheries in 1897—Continued.

Perquimans, | Pitt. Sampson. Tyrrell. | Washington.
Lbs. | Value. |

Lbs. | Value, Lbs. |Valuel Lbs. Vulue.] Lbs. |Value.

Alewives, fresh...[136,579 ; §1,040 | 7,600 | $227 | 13,830 { $160 55,315 | $550 95, 669 $0608
Alewives, salted..| 79,868 598 cee 681,499 | 4,014 | 642,909 | 4,823

Black bass........ 2, 900 116 | U PP PO R
Cat-figh......c.... 193 | 0 1 4,250 177
2618 ......orsens 608 j
Floundors . ...ooa.fecacesedleneeeanaloiai oo -
Hiockory shad 224 | 2,600
Perch.... y 654 ! 5
Shad....... .1262, 82 9,856 | 56,632
Striped bas 764 | 75 4,685
Suckers ... 283 ...l 005,800 | 169 |ceaiieniii]eeeanen
ROFUBO. e veneemacaafoonenmorfoonannns [P « ........................ ,
Total ....... I542, 239 | 14,936 i 67,378 | 2,830 iuz, 630 | 4,526 '1, 486, 609 |38, 659 (1,659,048 | 28,883
|
SUMMARY.
] 1
Species. ‘ Lba. | Value. ! Species. Lbs. Value.
Alewives, fresh .c...c..o-.. | 65,604,201 | $48,756 | Shoepshead «.ocoovnennnn.s 271, 206 29,243
Alowives, salted . ..| 10, 096, 238 78,209 || Snup{)era .................. 34, 400 860
Black bass ceeen-. 635, 342 23,611 |' Spanish mackerel ......... 330, 840 18,017
Blue-fish, frosh. 1,482,375 | 41,608 || Spots, frealt «.......eeuenss 716,137 9, 870
Blue fish, salted - . . 213, 800 6,144 | Spots, salted .............. 133, 846 4,327
Bonito .eceev-- .- 2,350 35 | Squeteague, fresh .........[ 8,006,768 92, 993
Butter-flah 94, 750 1,758 | Squeteague. sulted ........ 83,496 2,226
Catfish ...coc.vn. 192, 211 4,646 | Strawberry bass .......... 21,725 866
Channel bass, fresh. 64, 550 830 | Striped Lo88.......ceunnn . 845,123 68, 035
Channel bass, salted. . 40, 200 804 || Sturgeon ... cooeeienies 371,625 13, 525
Croakers, freash.... 1,247, 619 18,514 | Suckers......ccceeaeiaians 135, 230 3,037
Crounkers, salted . .. 31, 400 422 || Sunflsh......coocaeiiaal 88, 210 1, 000
Drum ......... . 61, 400 1,073 4 Tautog.......... 14,125 283
Eels..... .. 96, 700 4,051 | Warmouth bass. cene 6, 950 848
Floundors. .. | 173,076 3,109 || Whitlng ...... . 45, 300 1,133
Hickory shad 230, 975 7,583 | Shrimp.... .. 146, 496 , 885
ing-figh .. 358, 070 7,628 || Crabs, soft .. 986, 720 3.092
Monhaden. .. . 1}.3!0. 000 19, 700 | Crabs, bard. . 40, 000 1, 000
Mullet, fresh .. 797,425 16,707 |, Terrapiua... 17,179 2,815
Mullet, salted . .| 2,612,160 73,641 (| Turtles. 24, 000 1,820
Perch....... - 806, 379 24,044 || Frogs 00
Pig-fish . 412, 807 10, 285 (| Oystors 6,011,726 241, 099
Pike ...... 100, 420 2,655 |, Clamns 937, 808 63, 703
Pin-fish 1,084 || Scallop 118, 323 5, 6563
Pompano 68, 176 1,728 || Caviar 82, 500 11,162
POCEY +veveseee 39, 810 4723 || Squeteaq 601
Sallor's choice. 39, 000 976 || Refueo ... 3, 862, 200 4,828
Scad or round r 8, 100 46
189, 226 5, 564 Total.eoeeeraaennenn.. 64, 234, 267 | 1,316,017
8,003,488 | 362,811

VESSEL FISHERIES,

At the time of the last general canvass of this State (1890) vessel
fishing was only prosecuted from two counties, Craven and QOarteret.
At the present time Beaufort, Carteret, Currituck, Dare, and Pasquo-
tank counties have vessel fisheries.

A change is noterd in tho vessel fisheries of Carteret County in the
ostablishment of an offshore vessel fishery. At the time of the investi-
gation of these fisheries 11 vessels were thus engaged, each having a
crew of 5 men and carrying 3 to 8 nets, known as ¢“gink nets,” which
are 300 to 390 feet long and 5 to 6 feet deep, and are operated from
rowboats, called « pilot boats,” the boats being part of the equipment
of each vessel. The method employed in fishing with them is as
follows: Upon reaching the fishing-grounds in the open ocean each
net is sunk to the bottom, where it is buoyed up,by means of corks
and marked on the surface by floats. After the last net is sunk a
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return is made to the first net, and each being lifted in its proper
order the catch is carried to the vessel in waiting. The number of nets
fished was 49, and the aggregate catch amounted to 416,258 pounds,
with a value to the fishermen of $10,845. The vessels remain out for
a week at a trip, the fishery covering a period of 8 to 10 months,

The purse seine is used in four counties, Carteret, Currituck, Dare,
and Pasquotank. The total catch was 9,981,900 pounds, worth $21,886,
and was composed of menhaden, striped bass, and squeteague. Men-
baden comprise by far the greater portion, the cateh being 9,930,000
pounds, valued at $17,400. They are taken only in Carteret County.
In the other three counties striped bass and squeteague only are taken.
The latter fishery is carried on in Albemarle Sound during the autumn
months, and is of comparatively recent date.

A vessel fishery for oysters is carried on in Beaufort, Carteret, and
Dare counties. The catch was 978,026 pounds, valued at $33,607, of
which Carteret County furnished 843,675 pounds, valued at $29,029.
The fishery in Dare County is conducted from Avon, and was inaugu-
rated in 1892,

SHORE FISHERIES.

A glance at the tables shows that geines took by far the largest
quantity of fish, They caught 16,248,447 pounds of fish, valued at
$318,169. The fish secured in largest quantities are alewives, amount-
ing to 5,864,348 pounds, valued at $55,153. The mullet and shad are
each more valuable than the alewife, although the latter far exceeds
them in quantity. 2,295,400 pounds of mullet, valued at $62,5674, and
1,507,242 pounds of shad, valued at $60,235, were secured. The other
prominent species of which more were secured in seines than in any
of the other forms of apparatus were menhaden, black bass, perch,
and spots.

The seine fisheries of Albemarle Sound section are the most important
in the State. The seines, which are used for shad mainly, are among
the largest cmployed in the United States. In Carteret County seines
took 3,587,276 pounds, valued at $54,860. Oraven County is next in
this respect, the seine yield being worth $43,397, followed by Currituck,
Bertie, Onslow, and Chowan counties, in the order named.

In Currituck Sound a peculiar form of seine is used. The net is knit
like a small-meshed gill net and is about 150 yards long. At intervals
of 3 or 4 yards oaken poles are run from the upper rope to the lower
one and secured in this position. When in use a stake is driven into
the muddy bottom and one end of the net secured to it. The boat is
then rowed away from the stake, the net being paid out. ‘When it is
all out the boat is rowed about half of the arc of a circle around the
stake and is then rowed in to the stake, when the net is hauled in. The
net bags a little between the stakes and thus forms a pocket into which
the fish go, and from which they are carefully lifted out of the water and
dumped into the boat. The crosspieces of wood are used to prevent the
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net being pushed up by the heavy grass and allowing the fish to escape.
The principal species taken in this net are black bass and perch.

So far as gquantity is concerned, pound nets are second in impor-
tance, taking 14,080,660 pounds of fish, valued at $238,798. Alewives
form the largest part of this catch, 9,554,989 pounds, worth $68,513,
having been taken. The most important species in point of value,
and the second so far as quantity is concerned, is the shad, of which
2,328,685 pounds, valued at $88,293, were taken. Other important
gpecies in point of value are striped bass, squeteague, and perch.

The increase in the number of pound nets in use in this State is
remarkable. They were first introduced about 1874, and in 1880 only
117 were in use. In 1890 there were 950; in 1896, 1,700, and in 1897,
1,852. The Albemarle Sound region maintains the largest number of
pound nets, followed by Pamlico and Oroatan sounds. The great
increase in the number of pound uets, owing to their efficiency, has had
a marked effect on the use of other forms of apparatus.

Although gill nets occupy third place as regards the quantity of fish
taken, they are first as regards value. This is explained by the large
shad catch, which has a relatively high value. Somewhat more than
half the shad catch of the State is taken in gill nets. The catch of
shad was 4,916,952 pounds, valued at $205,079. The squeteague fishery
is quite important, its value being $47,199, while the value of the mullet
cateh is $24,030. Dare County has a great preponderance in number
of gill nets used and in the quantity and value of the cateh, its prinei-
pal species being shad and blue-fish. Tyrrell, New Hanover, Carteret,
and Onslow counties rank in the order named so far as value of catch is
concerned, although ir the matter of quantity taken Oarteret would be
second, followed by Tyrrell, Onslow, Currituck, and New Hanover.

Gill nets are damaged a great deal by crabs, being frequently torn in
getting them out of the meshes.

During the spring of 1898 several persons from the Northern States
started a gill-net fishery for sturgeon in the ocean at Nags Head. They
met with very good success and soon had imitators at various points
along the ‘banks,” more particularly at Whales Head, Kittyhawk,
Oregon and New Inlets, and Hatteras. As this investigation wus for
the yea,r'1897 this fishery does not appear in the statistical tables.

The line fishery is only prosecuted in New Hanover, Brunswick, Dare,
and Martin counties. The total catch was 820,967 pounds, valued at
$27,290. New Hanover secured almost twice as much as all the other
counties. The principal species taken were squeteague and pig-fish.

Wheels are used only on the Roanoke River, where they secured
117,635 pounds, valued at $3,608. Alewives and shad were the prinei-
pal species taken,

Eel pots are in use in 7 counties, the principal catch being made in
Ourrituck County. The total yield was 93,000 pounds, valued at $3,913.

Fyke nets occupy & very insignificant position in the fisheries of the
State. They are used in 6 counties, and the total catch was 26,207
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pounds, valued at $865. Cat-fish formed over half of the quantity and
and almost half of the value.

“Minor nets,” including skim nets, dip nets, cast nets, and shrimp
nets, secured a total of 1,328,117 pounds, valued at $13,688. Crabs
oceupy first place so far as quantity is concerned, while shad are first
in value of catch. Carteret County is first in quantity and value, with
979,200 pounds of crabs, valued at $3,400.

Dredges, tongs, rakes, etc., are used in 7 counties. Their total catch
was 6,089,831 pounds, valued at $266,848. Carteret County occupies
first place, with 2,139,331 pounds, valued at $85,165. The products
were oysters, claws, and scallops. The oysters are the most important,
and form more than four-fifths of the total catch.

The terrapin and frogs enumerated in this table were taken by hand.
The heading ‘“refuse” refers to the refuse left after the alewives have
been prepared for salting, and is sold as fertilizer.

Table showing by counties and species the yicld of the scinc fisheries of North Carolina in
189 ,

Beaufort. Bertia. Brunswick. Carteret.

Species. — s e ——
Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value. Lbes. | Value. Lbs. Value,

Vessel fisheries :
Menhaden ...coeceaceecarccomeaforerenafoeameamcenrfiramenaelocecceccas]onannnn. 9, 030, 000 | $17,400

Shore fisheries:
Alewives, fresh...... 96,267 | $2, 850 1,012,502 [ 87,377 |.ceceeeeecfoecercce]enneccananea]icecenns
Alewives, salted..... 48, 000 695 1, 069, 891 . .

Black bass......-. . 8,100 5

Blue-fish, fresh ... 224, 500
Blue-fish, salted -.... .. . 30, 200
Butter-fish ..... R . . -. 26,175 523
Cat-fish....... . 3 .. . ..

Channpel bess ...
Croakers, fresh .
Drum.........
Flounders ...
Hickory shad
King-fish.....
Menhaden....
Mullet, fresh .
Mullet, salted.

Spots, salted . . -.
Squeteague, fresh. ...
Squeteague, salted. ..
Strawberry bass.....
Striped bass. .. -
Suckers ....

Tauntog ...
'l‘uz't.lfs e

Total ..cvennn.... 503,103 | 16,772 | 2.476,827 s 81,745 | 301,402 13,345 | 8,587,276 | 54,860

Total vessel and | ]
shore .......... 663, 103 l 10,772 | 2,476,827 | 81,745 301,462 | 13,345 | 13,517,276 72, 260
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Table showing the yield of the seine fisheries of Novth Carolina—Continued.

Species. |

Vessel fisherios: l

Squeteaguo .....-
Striped bass .

Total covennnnns

Shore fisbories: |
Alewives, freah......
Alewives. salted. -..i
Black bass...
Blue-fiab, fres
Butter-fish... .
Cat-tish..ocoovaneae-
Cronkers, fresh

Croakers, salted. ... coooeeneen.

Flounders -...-.-.
Hickory shal. ...
King-fish ........-
Mullet, fresh. ... ..
Mu]let, salted.....

Shad.....ccoecn-
Shuepshead......

Span gh mackerel....'.

Spots, fresh..........
Squeteagae, fresh. ...|

Strawberry bass..... I R T 10, V00 300 Lae
Striped bass -........ | 8, 800 816 80, 000 | 4,060 20, 000 | 1,424
Suckers .... .. 2,000 > 48, 850 5657
Suun-fish 21,010 210

Spocios.

Veasol flsheries:
Squoteague .....-.--- i
striped buss .o..eeeet

Shore fishories:
Alewives, frosh...... |
Aleowives, sslted. ... |
Black basB.ceeeeeat--
Blue-fish, fresh .o...!
Rutter-fleh «ccvvv----
Cat-fish......
Channel bass . ...
Croakeors, fresh .
Drum.......
Flounders ......

Hiockory shnd........' s

King-fish.......
Mullet, fresh....
\lullet., salted. ..
Perch..ccoveeee--

uet@a e ...
Siriped bass..
Suockers ....
Shrimp

10,333
66, 470

158, 503

Total vessel and shore.

158, 503

Chowan. (,nwou

210,000 | $1,005 | 400,008
1, 450, 003 | 1v, 876 50, 000

1 058, 487 |

\l.u'tm \o\\ lhu\o\ er. | Onalo\\

lbu. l\’ulu(,‘! Lbs |\'uluui le '\'uluul Lba anue| Lbs. |Value.

i Dare.

', Value. Lus. | Value. ].bﬂ \'nluo l Lbs. | Value.

! | | 900! w' 4,700 | 8185
. I IR 4,300 - u87 | 32,600 | 2,049

7,600
75, 000

36,840 1 1,034 .
1

395,575 | 14,470 L. TT72.0007) T2, 700

10,000 | 80U |L.ooioial feolnn. © 2,300 118
48, 675 1,217 L I P T
60, 200 Gu2

56 5,200 \ 104

254, 600 | 4,058 ¢ 880 46,420

B 1,024, 781 43,397 ] 1, 110 0,232 | 35, 871 400 304 || 8,208

1,058,487 I 43,300 | 1,924, 8L | 43,37 |1, 1121, 412 36,303 | 441,004 | 11,400

I Pmnhco. I’u.squot ank.

$20
Ui

16, 660 | 8250 | 07, 600
. 107,000 | 810

15,910
3,500
5, 000
2,300

.i 5,050

.. 22,560

4 852 27.} 273, 517 4 214

"3, 962 ||J30 435 |16, 401 \800 000 \23 798 (265, 661

3,802 \530 335 |10, 491 lsoo 000 |23, 704 |265, 461 | ) ]283 017 \ 5,184

®C90-—13



194 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

Tuble showing the yield of the seine fisheries of North Carolina—Continued.

Hyde. I Leunoir.,

Duplin, | Hertford. |
Species. | - -, — e -
Lbs. i Value. || Lbs. I Value. Lbs. Value. | Lbs. | Value.

Shoro fisheries :

Alewives, fresh...... 5, 000 ‘ $60 553,337 | $7,700 |
Alewives, salted . ...| o coceenn |, 107, 998 810

Black bags...........
Blue-fish, fresh .
Blue-fish, salted
Cat-fish...
DPrum.........
Hickory shad.

Mullet, tresh. ..
Mullot, salted.
Porch.oeeeaaecceaenn. |
T T N T DRt EE T R L P
Shad .eeun--- . b \ 720
Spots, frosh......... o] eeeiiealn
Squetergue, fresll. .| oo oo ceoiie e eye
Striped bass 2,300 115 1,865
Suckers.... . 3,200 96 1,160 11
Sturgeon ....ocoeev-- Loieienans Joomenens Teernecaaaees 3,100 46
Total .eeeunnnnnns i 35, 650 l 1,403 l 708, 235 ‘ 40,570 | 1,304
' TPender. Perquimans. | Pitt. | ., Sampson. Washington.
Specios. i-— ; = g 1 ! e o
© Lba. qulne. Lbs. !Valuo.; Lbs. qulue.l Lus. !anue. Lbs. IValuc.
Shore fisheries: ! i I \

Alewives, fresh...... i 16, 670 $250

Alewives, salted ..... 250,000 | 1,875
Black bass....... . :
Blue-fish, fresh ......
Cat-fish.......... .
Croakers, fresh ......
Flounders .....
| Hiekory shad.. 2. .
| Mullet, fresh. .. .
+ Mullet, salted..
Perch.coeoe..-t
Pig-fish 10, 550 TV 2 PUSUOON PO R P P PO Prey eeeei eeeeee
! Shad.. 8,100 | 360 | 36,408 128,000 | 4,800
Sheeps 8, 800 204 |..eeee-n
Spots, fresh.. 12,275 246 |.
Squeteague, i1 .| 14,845 742 |.
Striped bass ......... 875 44
SUCKOrB.cceeacernenns 1, 600 48 . 4, 000 120
Total covenrvnnnns ll“, 870 | 4,198 | 72,9038 | 1,998 ; 39, 006 | 1, 609 | 80,230 | 3, 086 (423, 670 | 8, 895
SUMMARY.
Spocies. | Lbs. ! Value. | Species. .l Lbs. | Value.
Ceeme— o . R !
Vesse) fisheries: i | i: Shore fisheries —Cont'd.
Menhaden. .. ceeeeel 9,030,000 | 917,400 3 PiKe L oosiineeeaieee 94, 690 #2,370
Squeteague . , 000 | 250 ||  Pin-fish _..... . 26, 850 346
Striped Dass. .. | 46,000 | 4,238 | }i:ompnno e 25, 858 715
_— B i I OTEY o -ceemrarecsoononen 33,71 410
Total. . ....oovivenns | & 981, 800 Soug,yor round robin ....| 8, 100 46
. e Sea LABB. e ians 81,225 1,897
Shore fisherios: had .......-. 80, 235
Alewives, fresh .......... 2,475,153 Sheepshead 4, 180
Alowives, salted.. .| 8,889,180 Spanish mackerel 4,026
Black bass ..... .. . 520, 442 Spots, fresh .. 4,330
Blue-fish, fresh ....... . 401, 950 Bpota, salted B85
Blue-fieh, salted .. - ... . 85, 200 Squeteague, fresh ... 23, 027
Butter-fish ........... .. 63, 775 Squseteague, salted .. 678
Cat-fish ..... . 110, 758 Strawberry bass .... 450
Channel bass. .. . 12, 500 Striped bass 12, 639
Croakers, fresh..... . 511,075 Suckers .... 1,831
Croakers, salted . ... . 25, 000 Sun-fish . 835
Drum......... 61, 400 Sturgeon . 46
Flounders... 88, 615 Tautog. - - 179
Hickory shad 113, 104 | Sbrimp... 6. 760
Kiogfish-. 100, 815 ! ‘Turtles. .. 1,920
en en . 1, 380, 000 N
Mullet, fresh . 503, 500 Lerrapins - ._1_'639
Mullet, salted .. .| 1,781, 900 Total 318, 160
b 3% 3 | W, . 576, 684 Eyrm et ekl B
Pigfish co.ooiieeneenis 169, 820 Total vessel and shore. ..[ 26, 230, 347 340, 055
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Table showing by counties and species the yield of the gill-net fisherics of North Carolina
in 1897.

| Beaufort. Bladen. Brunswick. Camdon.
Species. —

lI Lo | Velao.| Lve.

| i
Valuo.| Lbs. Valne.i Lbs. '!Vuluo.
|

Shore fisheries: !
Croakers, fresh ......|....... ; ! . o0 11,500 | 8230 Jeeaeaoiioiaaiiinn
Flounders . .. . . 2. .
Mullet. fresh . . o 3 R 3

Squeteague, frosh ... USRS ISR froremmemmeeetieas 8,550 342 ......
Striped basg.......-. 850 68 j-e feaaseons s ,
Sturgeon «...ooveeens i 15, 000 L [raree Joreennenns [ jremeveeaes ceeaenas
Total .eueneneen. | s ‘ 4118 | 22,28 | 1,0001 76,600 | 2,007 | 146,400 5,568
i | .

l |

Cartovot. | Chowan. ] Cravon. Currituck.

Lbs. anuo.i Lbs. \anue.

1
! ———
|  Lbs.

Vessel fishories: : 1
Bluofish.caoeervanens 53,650 ; &1,073

Channo) bags .-......i 5,750 I 89
Croakers «o...... 48,500 « 206
King-1sh ceeeeeraaens 23, 025 | 462
Mullet, freshi.. ... . 30,075 448
Mullet, sultod. . 93,850 | 2,810
Pig-ish.......- 4,650 | 135
Yompano -..... 0,050 183
Sea LARS . ....-- 9,300 188 1.
Sheopshend ........ 8,775 265 |..
Spanish wackerel. ... 41,070 | 2,466 ..
Squetesguo ....... .o 78,663 | 2,424 |
Total -meeennnens .| 406,258 | 10,845 |

Shore fisheries :
Alewives, fresh...... 10, 000 150
Alowives, saltod ....l.ceee..cn.. evaieas
Blue-fish, fresh
Bluo-fish, salted. - . R .
Bonito..coeecanaaeens 2,350 35 ;. .. T F
Butter-fish..ccce.a.. 10, 050 200 . .
Channel bass ........ 3, 800 BT Jeeeevaonoaeefoonesnnelomensacsaa]oanceneefocaaens .
Croakers, fresh . 57, 800 365
Croakers, salted
Flounders .....
King-fish....

Shed e |+ 5300 | ‘66,500 | 556260

Sheepshead .-...co.-e- ‘

Spanish mackerel. ...
Spots, fresh .
Spots, salted ... .
Squuteague, fresh. ...
Squeteague, salted. ..
Striped bass .........
StUrgeon ...oceaeenalonecnaen-..
Tautog .. 5,200 cees
Cavifr..coeeeioeeeces [ERREETTTTRRN CRPRTEES 10,360 | 3,248 10,125

Total cevnvaencnee 11,136,027 | 28,042 | 382,435 | 16,410

i

1.

Total vessel and ! | | |
BDOT® - -ven-nnu| 1,543,185 R 382,435 | 16,410 ,

1 f i |

327,075 | 17,967 | 585,400 | 18,078

i !
327,075 | 17,007 | 585,400 | 18,073
: i
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Table showing by counties and species the yield of the gill-net fiskeries of North Carolina

in 1897—Continued.

Dare. | Dupliu. Hertford. Hyde
Species. - - B ] it e _
. Lbs. Value. | Lbs. Value.! Lbs. Value.| Lbs. anuo.
Shore fisheries ;
Blue.-fish, fresh .. 577,390 30, 000
Blue-fish, salted.. 118,200
DButter-tish ...... 3,800
Channpel bass ... 27,000
Croakers, fresh .. 187, 244
Croakers, salted . 4,400 .
King-fish ........ 20,500 |
Mullet, fresh..... 60,400
Mullet, salted. ... 479,410
Pig-fish..... et eeeenaaann
Pompauno . 1, 600
Shad...... -p 213,872
Sheepshead.......... H 65, 925
bpanlsh mackerel. .. 13,470
Spots, fresh........... 111, 500
Spots, salted ... 68, 140
Squeteaguo, fros 619, 800
Squeteague, salted . 28,046
Striped Dass ......... : 32,510
Terraping ........... , 100
Squeteague sounds . 691 !
|
Total ............ 4, 540,004 168, 304 I 2,700 120 17,100 637 ‘ 4086, 450 ‘ 13, 920
Lenoir. Now Hanover.| Ouslow. Pamlico. I"nq uotm\k
Specios. ——— | - " -
Lbs. ‘Value.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. {Valuo.! Lbs. !Value.

Shore flsheries:

Channel bass
Croakers, fresh

12,500

Flounders .. G, 125
Hickory shad. 8,700
Mullet, fresh.. 74, 250
Mullet, salted........l. ... 0o oo,
B oS ] Y S
Pig-fish.oooeoeiaii i ]eiiieiiaiaeieaiaann
$bad........ 25, 000", 3937
Sheepshead.......... c..coouiviiei]iaua,
Spots, fresh.......... 7,600 150 121,200 | 424 ... feeiiiifeainiind] seans
Squetea, e fresh.... 13, 590 [
Striped Dags «oeeen el 428
.Sturgoon .- 93,750 | 2,812 [....oii|emccenineninee]erereeideranaiee s
CaviBlecereaeranens.. 12,015 1 4,839 |.ccvii]oenanr]iaciian]ioeeniionaeian]ennenns
Total eeenennn.... | 25, 000 | 7 (485, 211 |24, 001 |668, 175 121, 883 | 18, 500 i 820 (223,177 | 8,502
Pendor | Pu‘quimnus I bumpsuu Tyrrell Wasbington.
Qneci
ol ' '
Lbs ]anuc.; Lbs. |Value. |anue. Lbs. {Veluo.| Lbs. Value.
Shore flaheries: |
Croakers, fresh ...... [T 3 3 T N P [ i PR F
Flounders ...... 1,625 | 33
Mullet, fresh . .| 38,400 | 960
Shat..o.ooaee. 8,750 | 300
Spots, fresh ..| 4,850 R e
Squeteague, fresh....| 5,000 b2 T R S P P e
Striped Dass cceeeeenefeeeeeaaifiiiann. 47,300 | 3, 311| 9,300 1 656
Total voveevnnann.. 62, 876 ' 1,740 | 05,156 | 3,668 | 22, 500 | 1, 000 (775, 300 i30. 621 | 122,100| 4, 886
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Table showing by countics and species the yield of the gill-net fisheries of North Carolina
in 1897—Continued.

SUMMARY.
Spocios. i Lbs Value, ‘ Species. Lba. Value.
—_— - — e i — [ —_——]—
| |
Vossel fishoriea: Shoroe fisheriea— Cont'd:
Blue-tinh 53, G50 §1,073 (i King-figh......oc..oo.... 04, 850 $2, 023
Channel bass.... 5, 750 89 Mullet, fresh . . 262, 550 6,410
Croakers........ | 49, 500 206 Mullet, ralted 711,410 17,620
King-tish........ 23,025 462 [ Terch........ 10, 000 300
Mullet, fresh .. 30,075 448 Prgfish .ooooaiaaaoo 115, 320 2,379
Mullet, salted 93, 850 2,818 Pin-fish . . 4,200 63
Pig-ish ... G, 550 135 Tompane .- 15, 325 490
Tompano.. 6, 050 183 Porgy .. . 6, 200 | 62
Sen buss....... - | 9,300 188 | Sen Gass L 2342 468
Sheepshead ....... i 8,775 265 i Shad.......... 00000000 | 4,916,952 l 205, 079
Spanish mackerol. | 41,070 2,460 i  Sheepsbead ............. ! 07,250 . 3,505
Squoteague .....oean..... 78, 663 2,424 |, Spanish muckerol....... | 92, 620 5, 508
: — | Spots, fresh ......oooaace { 3,745
Totalcoeeenuennannnn © 406,258 | 10,845 ) Spots, salted ... .. - 2,902
. mmmm e == =] Squeteague, frosh 45, 651
Shore fisheries: ! Squeteague, salted ...... 57, 896 1,548
Alewives, fresh .......... [ 43, 332 745 Striped bass...... 145, 835 10,033
Alewives, salted .. - 112, 500 675 Sturgeon ... 284, 225 9, 315
Blue-fish, fresh . ... 882,775 27, 336 Tautog....... 5,200 104
Blue-fiah, salted ... | 148, 600 3, 664 ;I "Lerraping . . 6,100 1,152
Bonito ...ocvennnnn 2,450 35 ¢ Caviar ........... 32, 500 11,162
Butter-fish........ 14,250 340 Squeteague sounds . ..... 691 104
Channel bass...... , 45, 800 523 |
(é'ronll:ors, fn:ish(i... ! :mg, 20(4) d, 'lrgg i G TTY R (0,199,058 | 371, 189
roakors, anlted. .. , 4 | —ce—
Flounders..... [ 33, 950 0 | Total vessol and
Hickory shad ....... 8,700 435 i| shore. ... ..ot 10, G05, 316 382, 034
i .
Table showing by counties the yield of the pound-net jisheries of North Carolina in 1897.
Spoci | Beaufort. ' Bortje. ! Camden. Chowan,
pocics. ! -
| Lbs. Valuo. ll Lbs. ' Valuo. i Lbs. | Value. Lbus. Value.
Alewivoes, fresh..... l 20, 600 $303 204,332 l $2, 512 09, 400 $814 | 2,244,708 | $11, 005
Alowives, salted....[......... e eeaienas 348,960 | 2,550 8,333 75 3.002,676 [ 28,984
Black bass......... . ceenaene 700 b1t B
Blue-fish ...........
Butter-flsh .........
Cathsh .............

Channol bass, salted
Croakers

Fels coonienannnns R,
Floundera ....... 5,
Hickory shad ...l tanoaniesse 12,300 [ 463 | 10 49,879
Mullet. 1, 300 b Y P DAL PN cetencenen
10, 200 510 1,280 80 12, 200 362 57,450
.......... 700 28 | 200
. A2 N D § b RN PO PPN ML SR I
: 60, 300 60,000 | 2,250 | " "675, 680
Sheepshead......... P29 {110 2 IR b R PN P ISURIN TR MR
Spanish mackerel. ..’ 4,250
Squoteague......... 152, 835
Spots, fresh......... | 13,275
Striped bass ..... .. 3,750 |
Sturgeon «..c......., 1,700' ............... A
SUCKOrS .ovveininint tommnionneoneienns 800 21 | 12, 200 367
8,315 093,125 | 10, 811 175, 933 ‘ 4,903 i 6,989,508 | 69,275

Total ..... .- | 377,715 |
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Table showing by counties the yield of the pound-uet fisheries of North Carolina in 1897--

Continued.
Craven. i " Currituck. | Dare. [ Hortl'ord | Ilyde.
S cieﬂ. —_—— —_— — PR — e
re Lbs. |va1ue | Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. ! \'nluo.! Lbs. l\ alue.| Lbs. i\':.luv.
e A oo s e
Alewives, fresh..... T 25, 000 ' $375 | 274,080 . $2,008 | 16,349 | $385 | 2,000 $30
Alewives, salted ....I........ | PSS ! 1,103, 000 !
Blue-tish. . | .45 000 500 53,400
Butter-tish. 000 5,000
Cat-tish.............0L.... 2, 350
Channel bass, salted : . .. 40,200
%ﬂlmkem ............ 65 14(1:, 9%
1) [ R .5
Flounders . 11,675
Hickorvshnd 4,834
King-tish .. 3,890
erch...... 19,790
Pigflgh ... i
Pompano . .....ceeeniiaa... 2,950
Shad....... ! 961, 256
Sheepshead ......... 9, 400
Spanish mackerel. .. 15 300 382 [oeoootfooaln 86, 000
Squeteague.........
Spots, fresh ..
Spots, salted .
Striped bass.
Sturgeon ....
Suckers............. | ........
Total ......... ;302. 312 [ 7,247 | 28,300 | 1,150 ;3, 286, 087 | 98, 401 | 19, 854 | 488 !109. 950 | 1,953
. | |
Pamlico. l Pasquotank. Perquimanas. , Tyrre]l ’ Washingtou.
Species.

P Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. [Value.| Lbs. ,'Value. Lbs. anue.( Lbs. {Value.
Alowives, fresh..... $206 | 113,249 (81,306 | 55,315 | $550 | 78,999
Alewives, salted. ... 63 | 172,060 545 | 581,499 | 4,014 | 392,090
Blue-tish............ 5 P
Butter-fish. .. .l 1,000 ORI
Cat-fish. 105

10, 050

. . 162 13, 250
Shad ............... 9, 000 N 352 1 134,320 | 5,037 57, 440
Sheepshead.........
Spanish mackerel. .
Squeteague.........
Spots, fresh.........
Striped bass........ 7,950
Suckers............. 180 | 7,830 283 |o.niiioie
Total ......... 1,228 | 361,995 | 8, 662 | 711, 38 I 8,038 | 754,178 | 14, 652
|
SUMMARY.
Specios. ‘ Lba. Value. | Specion. l Lbs. Value.
t
Alewives, fresh ............ © 3,137,450 | $20, 103 | Pig-fish covenrennnnnnnnnn.. 8, 200 $123
Alewives, salted ...... 6,417,530 48,350 || Pike ........ .. il 14
Black bass ....... . T00 29 I} Pompano.... 6, 150 274
Blue-fish....... 111, 900 3,621 f| Shad ........ 2, e8, 685 88, 293
Butterfish................. 16, 725 325 || Shespshend ... .. R 16, 350 752
Cat-flsh .................... 33, 130 1,043 || Spanish macker . 9, B00 6,017
Channel bass, salted. 40, 200 804 ! Squeteaguo . . 524,810 14, 556
315, 000 5,004 {| Spots, fresh ............... 4, 015 1,258
..... 1,550 35 || Spots, salted ... 2111111 26l000 780
..... 39, 010 687 ;| Striped bass .. PR 430, 620 29, 824
..... 105, 631 4,121 || Sturgeon...... P 84, 300 4,104
e 22,255 668 || Suckers.......... ... ... _. 32,670 1,015
..... 1, 300 20
Perch eecevceeonnn oo ... 191, 970 G, 858 i Total................ 14, 080, 660 238, 798
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Table showiny by counties the yicld of the line fisherics of North Carolina in 1897.

Martin. Now Hanover. Total.

| Drunswick. , Daro.

Specien. ;
Lbs. | Value.

! |
Shoro fisheriea:

]
D Yo e
\ Lbs. ’Vulue{ Lbs. '[\'a)uu. Lbs. iVn]uo. Lbs. ;\"ulun.
|
| ' | l
J1RCK DABY. - e eeeeefersnsnns e : ........ [ [ Loeeenes ©5,200 | $200 | 5,200, $200
:
i

Biue-fish ... .| 12.500 | $250 | 19,600 | $900 : B DU 32,100 | 1,150
CALABH +nvnovooannafmmeeneetoncennefonnnseasfoneassesn I""g260 [ 17,300 | 519 | 24,300 799
Chauvnel bass . I SRS SR /1 IS I 2N I O A e 500 15
Croakers.. 25, 150 503 | 44,9850 072
Flounders . ! i ; B, 400 | 168 | 12,400 248
King-fish . . i 38,000 ; 760 [ 57,125 | 1,238
Perch..... Fees e e 17,175 . 859 | 17,175 859
Pig-fish. 175815 ) 2,636 (112,617 | 3,952
Pike.... i 4,750 1 238 4,750 238

20,300, 408 | 30,550 655
L 96,500 . 662 | 30,000 | 975

150,175 ) 2,007 ! 75,275 | 3,011
Sbeepshead e 200] 186 13,300 | 430
Spappers. . P 23,250 581 | 34,400 860
Spots..... 15,250 | 305 | 22,850 | 457
Squeteagne ....-...- 3,000 | 3,720 172,000 | 6,985
Strawberry bass..... 8,325 . 418( 8325 418
Stripod DABS «oeeeren- 4300 15| s300| 615
Sun-fish .. ..cceeaeaen

348 | 6,850 348
755 | 45,300 | 1,133

f

|

|

Warmouth bass...... II
I( 40,000 | 1,000 | 40,000 | 1,000

Whiting .. .oceeeeen-t
Crabs, DATd conenennes

Total coeeenneene- 217,027 | 6,702 | 63,900 | 2,609 ‘ 11,000

13.300‘ 665 | 13,300 605

680 520 040 117,200 (820,067 | 27,200

I

Table showing by connties the catch by wheels operated in North Carolina in 1897.

i Bertiu i Martin. Total.
Species. |~ U
|
|

Lbs. Value.

|
Lbs. I Valuo.| Lbs. |Valuo. l
1, 000 | $18 } 1,000 318

Alewives, fresh......

Alewives, salted... 17,335 156 45, 335 408
CACAISh . enreenn - : : 10,000 | 300! 10,000 300
Hickory sbad...... vee L1000 9B L]l .. 2,100 8
Porch. eceuenn... 3,000 150 6,000 230
Shad.cceeoeuenn-- 30,000 | 1,350 | 42,400 [ 1,908
Striped bass..... 4,800 436 | 6,800 490
Suckers............ ceerenedl 5,000 150

Total eeuruunnns 310 | 117,635 | 3,608

Table showing by counties the yield of the fyke-net fisherics of North Carolina in 1897.

1 Cnmden T Currituck. Dare. Hertford.
o e —

Lbs. Value.; Lbs. Value. Lhs. ianuo. Lbs. Value,

Spocies.

Cat-lish...... 3 T nooo $330| 400 | 12 200 30

Piko.ooao. ..
h)mepnhead
SpotB........
Sgueteague .

Striped ann

.l. 0.

Suckers...... _ ey
Total 3 001 1,100 33
: l’usquotank. : Totnl. .

Species. ~ !— - T -

Lbs. Valua, | Lbs. Value. | Lbs. | Value.
] | Y 33
13.500 * 407
2,000 ! 100
3,400 | 02
80 | 3
201 - 12
2,000 ! 80
Squeteague . . 2,000 | 100
Striped nsa........ ..... . . 400 | 20
Suckers I 2 . R 1,360 | 8
Total 2, 2. 2. 460 '26.'207_." 7808

KODIAK MAR'Nv F'Wlm:s CENTER
LiBRiARY
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dable showing by counties the catch of ecls by pots in North Carolina in 1897,

Counties. . Lbs. | Value.
e |

BORUTOTE . - - oottt ittt et e et et et e e e e iaaaas " 25,000 $750
O { . e . 10, 000 200
..... 27,460 1, 533
9, 400 '112

1, 000

Pasquotank . 8, 000
Perquimans 12, 150 008
B 03 93, 000 ‘ 3,013

Table slhowing by counties the catel by minor nets in North Carolina in 1897,

Beaufort. I Bertio. ' Bladen. Branswick. |  Carteret.
Speciea. — . - [P : |
Lbs. |anue.| Lls. Value.; Lbs. i\'nlue. Lbs. |Value. Lbs. ; Value.
T i T H 1 . -0 —_I
Alewives, fresh........ e 7,000 | $105 ... | ........ !
Alewives, saltod. .. . . .1 70,000 1 630 R NN
Hickory shad...... . 450 1 21 ..illiiicielieell...
Mullet, aalted. ...l i e e i ' 16, (00
Shad.......... 9,450 | 2420 | 10,125
... 2, 496

Shrimp ...
Crabs,soft............. i

Total ............ : 93,450 | 1,476 ' 9,450 420, 27,621 | 1,025 !970, 200 ‘ 3,400
i |

Ldgecombe. | Lonoir. ! Martin. Now Hanover.

Species.

Lbs. Value| Lbs. \'nluo Lbs. [Value.] Lbs. Value.

Alewives, fresh........ e e ; 10,000 ' $180 '........f.c.....

Alewives, snlted . el 01, 867 585 ,. IS P

Cat-fish.......... e 38 U A I

Eels.......... . - 2N PR S

Hickory shad. - . . yemeeeoel 900 | 44 |Liiiiiii]|eeaen..

Perch..o........ : L1 N S I P PO, dewennos
RIS . 34,000 | 1,580 |-l LLis

Suckers..... cee . ) N

144 | 11,025

530 I 43,275 | 1,685 {106,567 | 2,399 | 5,120 448

' I’nsquotnuk I Pender. | Pitt. Sampnon Totnl.
Species. —_— i :
Lbs. ‘Value.[ Lbs, 'Vn]ue.| Lbs. [Value. Lbs |Vn]nc Lbs. 'Value.
Alewives, fresh........ 17, 000 l $285
Alewives, salted .. . | .. . ¢ 131,087 | 1,215
Cat-flsh......... .. B 525 11
Eelg ccoc....... 150 3
Hickory shad.. a5
Mullet, salted .. 450
ercho.......... 71
Shad....cc.e.... i 7,200
Striped bass i 172
Suckers..... 3
Shrimps ........ 125
Crabs, soft............. [oreenees | .............. | 3,002
Total ............ ’ 1, 500 l 45 | 4,837 | 215 | 27,472 | 1,221 1 9, 900 440 1,328,117 | 13,088
i
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Table showing by counties the catch by dredges, longs, rakes, etc., in North Carolina in 1897.

Species.

Lbs. | anuo

Brunswick.

—

Carteret.

Lbs. Value.

Vessol fisheries:

Oysters....co.c.c.o e .

Shore fisheries:

C

Total

Total vesse! and shoro...

Seallops oeeciieneeeniiani.s

) Beaufort.
|
|

59,500 |  $1,370

|
Lbs. Value. i
!

843,075 $29, 029

1, 713, 600 60, 288

307,408 18,213
118,323 5, 653

400, 000 22,500 | 2,

139,331 | 85,165

400,000 ] 22,500 i 2,

983, 006 I ik, 104

Species.

Dare. : [

Hyde.

N ew Hanover.,

[ Lbs. | Valve.

Vesscl fisheries :

Oynters. ........ [

Shove fisheries :

OyBterB..c.ocvervaneeencncens
Clams oo

Total ..ooonnnnane. R

Total vessel and shoro. ..

Species.

Vessel flaheriea:

Oystor8...ccovveennes PPN

Shoro fisheries :
Oysters
Clams ..
Scallops

Total ...... cesosace

Total vessel and shore...

!
l 74,851 | 93,208

Lbs. Value. | Lbs. ivalue.

. , 113, 400 1,666, 700 | $45, 583 448, 000 $28, 000

e 25, 600 48,000 2,400 144,000 8, 100

.. | 139, 000 1,734,700 47,083 692, 000 36,100

.. | 213, 851 1,714,700 47,9083 592, 000 46, 100

i Onslow I’nmlit.o | Toml.

% Lbs. | Valuo. | Lbs. | Value. | Lbs. | Valuo.

e e | —

! [ 978,026 |  $33,607

840,000 | $60, 000 I

5,
118,323 | 5,653

0133, 700 ‘ 207, 492
937, 808 ! 53,703

.. 852,800 | 6, 600 |

252, 000 | 9,000 | o,

089, 831 | 206, 848

...| 852,800 co.uou[ 252,oooi 9,000 , 7, 067, 867
|

" sou. 4.:5

Table showing by counties

the catch by miscellaneous apparatus for North Caroling in

1897,
Bertie. i Chowan, Currituck. Dare.

Specios. s
Lbs. | Vu]ue.: Lbs. Value.] Lbs. | Value.| Lbs., | Value.
........ [ ESSUSURIN RN TR RS 151 $33
............................ 1, 8u0 450 |eeecneiaecfomninnnan
8625 | 2,002,200 | 83,708 |..\\eeeifecarecailinrmnaanns Joreneans
Total...... e 500, 000 625 | 2,962,200 | 3,703 | 1,800 450 161 | 43

Martin. i Washington. | Total.
Species. e e [ : S —
P Lbs. i Value. Lbs. Value. | Lbs. Value.

;Pal'rnpln ................................ ' .......... ‘ ---------- ' 161 $33
'rog8. . . P B S e T I L L L RTINS 800 450
RefilAB. cveernineniaannann. 40, 000 l 350 i 360, 0vv 2450 ! 3, 862, 200 4,878
Total covevnnnrannanen 40, 00V ‘ 50 ( 460, 000 | 450 l 3, 804, 151 5,311




202 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

The shad is the preeminent fish in North Carolina so far as value is
concerned. The following table shows the number caught during the
years 1889, 1890, 1896, and 1897. The continued preponderance of
Dare County in this fishery is clearly brought out, the catch in 1897
being almost one-third that of the entire State.

Table showing the number of shad taken in each county in North Carolina in 1889, 1890,
1896, and 1897.

| | ;
Counties. i 1889. |- 1890. 1896. 1897,
No. . No. Ao. No.
Beaufort... i -. 59, 618 65, 050 54, 282 61,774
Bertie ... . . 161, 050 108, 800 148,950 . 122,481
Bladen. .. .. S P 6,202 ' 7,044
Brunswick .....oiiiiiiiii i, ..- 6,804 | 6,741 7,434 2,250
Camden.... ... ittt . 28, 600 39,375 33,000 61, 000
L0873 S P 7,571 5, 760 21,150 foeeeiinannan.
Chowan ............ooiiiiiaiiiiiiaaaeaaas 119, 128 125, 841 348, 888 270,041
COlUbbNA. cvv e e vnervnrrnrranaecmaiasnnan i 1,220 [ceceinnnnn.
Cumberland . ... ... i i ieieciceaes 2,265 leceeeninnnn.
Currituck 54,400 | 70, 763 36, 063 91,100
Dare... 505,217 | 690, 748 675, 700 786, 782
Duplin... , 03 3,210 3, 534 4,200
Edgecomn 24,046 20, 694 1,960 2,650
Gates...... , 300 4,760 ! I
[0 5 1. T P T T 4,193 |.ooaa.......
Hertford. . .cooonenioieiiiiieiccienans . 6,254 | 8, 150 12, 870 12,095
2 5.1 L, . 19, 850 ; 27,780 50, 365 56, WO
JOhnaton co.vveecieiniiiiiiiiienieenann- . loeearecnannn 850 [...inruenn.n
P75 T ) < . 7,000 . 7,497 14, 787 21,356
Martin..ooeeeoeoiiiiinnn.. . 24, 000 | 26,410 54, 089 31, 600
New Hanover. 43,677 37,700 40, 038 52,618
Onslow . 7,194 5,543 {.ceeciiaeeeiiiiiannaan.
Pamlico and C 145, 00 148, 000 160, 383 141, 000
Pasquotank......... 34,479 | 47, 830 59, 398 58,7:8
Pender -- 31,783 | 26, 160 8,402 4,375
Perquimans . ....cooeeeeieni it aceeea e 30,380 27,750 ' 61,3824 65, 708
1 S o 8,784 10,536 13,382 12, 585
SAMPAOD . . cee it . 0,714 5, 350 6, 130 15, 200
Tyrrell co........ e eeeieieiaceeeeeeaaeaaane . | 28, 480 32,850 166, 169 106, 360
Washington ..... Nescesmcmca e 73,822 | 7%, 105 119, 839 113,945
WBYDO ¢ onieeaeeiiiiiiiniei it P P 8,146 |.....oen....
Total ... et ieaaas | 1,530, 394 1,612, 504 2, 098, 804 | 2,170, 800
| |
INDUSTRIES.

The shore enterprises of North Carolina dependent on the fisheries
are of cousiderable importance. The prominent features of each of
these is shown in the tables that follow, which are presented in a con-
densed form.

The menhaden business of North Carolina is centered in the vicinity
of Beaufort, and six factories were operated in 1897, The capital
invested in buildings, vessels, apparatus, etc., was $102,840, the num-
ber of persons employed was 200, the value of the fish handled was
$19,605, and the value of manufactured products $35,5627.

The wholesale trade and canning industry was carried on by 27 firms
which included 1 establishment canning oysters and 1 canning clams.
To avoid showing private business of these two canneries they have
been combined with the firms dealing in fish, oysters, etc. The pro-
ducts sold had a value of $411,941. More than half of this amount
represented fresh and salted fish, while the oysters that were sold open
brought $100,181 for 149,181 gallons.
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There was only one oyster-canuing establishment in operation in
1897, aud its output was small.
The oyster-packing industry shows a large decline, owing to the
withdrawal of many firms formerly engaged in this business through-
out the State. In Elizabeth City 13 firms thus engaged withdrew from

the trade.

A new industry, that of canning clams, has been atarted at Ocracoke.

Table showing the extent of the menhaden industry of North Carolina in 1897.

1tems.

Establishments
Cash capital
Shore employeos
Figshormpen
Menhbadeu handled. ...
Tons of scrap prepared.
Gallons of o1

]
" Yo. Value. Items. No. | Value.
e ——————
‘ 1] | $57, 000 | Steam vessels flahing ....- 3 I $25, 000
............ 20, 800 | TOBNBEO -« cevvennannns 124.92 |oeennn..
T3 Jeemnrannnn | Outfit and apparatus..|............ i 4,200
. 127 {eeeennnnnn ) Sail vessels fishing........ 8! 6, 350
.1 19, 260, 000 18, 605 TOUDBES cevenevnnnenns 113.92 [oevenn.ns
T 1,830 24, 450 | Outfit and apparatus. . TR 5,340
61, 550 11,077 || Sail vessels transporting.. 4 4,400
| Tonnage .....coaevveee 60.20 |.ecnce....
| QULHE .o eeceenenineenvanaannnaann 550
!

Statenient showing by localities the wholesale trade in fishery products for North Carolina

in 1897,
; Beaufort. ! Elizaboth Cit.y. Morehead City. ] Newbern.
Items. , - e S
Quantity. \ Value. Qmmtltv anue Qunnht) | Value. lQuuntit\ l\'aluo
- e et et | o — - - —— ﬂl - — - ——
| ]
Eatablishments....oceeee.- " ¢5,800 ' 2 I $2, 695 6 l310, 800 o $25, 400
Cash capital.....ooioneaet | 14, [eenmessan 5,500 |.eaeunn... 23, |. ....! 25, 00
Iceused ...... , 070 ¢ 4,840 . 800 4, 000
Sult used ... 700 | <210 |. . .
Fmployees............ 19 oenenn.
Products handled: !
Oysters sold open..gulls..|. ... 24,027 | 15,008 | 50,754
Qysters canned .. . u\ns 120, 000 | 7,850 - ieee et e e e ' ceeeaen
Clams.cveeeeeen... bush.. 5 000 23,250 | 20,925 '. cosen
Scallops sold open. gulla N DU 4, 147 2, 730 ,
Crabs, 80ft .....c.co.NOjoeoaiaeilboon 4,800
Fish, fresh and salt. lbs 350, 0V0 ' 14, 000" l 048, 833 39 ‘475 1, 400 868 ' 56, &74 il,
|' Mnrshnllborg,
Washington, = Wilmington. Ocracoke, Total.
Ttems. ! and Belhaven.
Qunntit.y | \'nluo Qumxtxty l anuo Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Valuo.
- __.._____l__. - —. — o
Establishments...ccoevnnee | $0, 000 4 4 |$20, 200 4 | $8,650 27 | $82,346
Cashcapital oeeeeeaevciaei]ocaannn. ﬁ, 000 ! jreseeeians 21,000 |eeeacer.s.] 12,000 |.eeoen..n. 117, 600
Tooused ceoevennee 540 | 2,700 Q10 | 20050 {eenuecemnefoamcaann 3,050 | 15,240
Saltused ........... 1, 600 450
Employees......cc.o-- 445 |........
Products handled :
Oysters sold open..galls. . 140, 181 100 181
Oyaters canned....cans. 120, 000 7,250
Clams bush. . 28,260 | 925,425
Clams canned. ... ¢uns.. 56, 300 8, 850
Scallops sold open. galla.. 4, 147 2,730
Crabes, soft, No 162, 000 8, 7565
Crabs, hard.... 62, 400 1. 300
Shrimp cecee...o.. 2,800 9, 860
Fish, fresh and salt. .1bs.. 6,084,076 | 248, 7685
Cavifr....coooeeaenn 1bs.. 7,425 2, 805
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FISHERIES OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

The commercial fisheries of the State. are carried on chiefly in the
bays and near the outlets of the rivers in Beaufort, Charleston, and
Georgetown counties, the cities of Charleston and Georgetown being
the principal fishery centers. The fisheries of the interior waters are
to a considerable extent for local use, shad comprising the principal
part of the catch.

In the Charleston fish markets, both wholesale and retail, sea bass,
whiting, and shad are the leading species. One species, not often found
in fish markets, was the shark, which is skinned and cut up into strips
and sold in small bunches of from 1 to 2 pounds, at 10 cents a bunch.
Some 30,000 pounds of sharks are s0ld during the year to the negro
population. All fresh fish are sold by the piece or the bunch, the latter
being made up of small-sized pan-fish. Terrapin are found in more or
less abundance in the bays, creeks, and inlets of Beaufort and Charles-
ton counties, the larger portion being taken at or near McClellanville.
Terrapin are secured by nets, and by hand-picking as found buried in
the sand or mud, and are reported a8 becoming scarce. The sturgeon
fishery is one of the most valuable branches of the fish business of
Georgetown County. Sturgeon are taken by gill nets of from 12 to 156
inch mesh, and an average of 900 feet in length, being 20 to 22 feet
deep. The sturgeon are all of quite large size, ranging from 100 to
300 pounds, with an average of 125 pounds. Occasionally much larger
fish are taken. The sturgeon catch of Georgetown County is made in
and near the mouth of the Santee River, in Winyah Bay and Waccamaw
River as far as Laurel, the largest part of the catch being made in the
lower end of Winyah Bay.

The shad is the most important species in this region, both as to
quantity and value. The shad catch of Georgetown County is all
made by means of gill nets fished in Winyah Bay, Waccamaw, Peedee,
Black, and Santee rivers, the greater part being from Winyah Bay
and Waccamaw River. The catch from the three last-mentioned rivers
is mostly used locally. The shad nets employed in the waters of
Winyah Bay and Waccamaw River are 53-inch mesh, 1,000 to 1,200 feet
in length and 22 feet deep. The shad catch is reported as having
much improved of late years, as a result of large plantings of shad fry.
The season’s catch of 1897 and 1898 averages 500 shad to each net, the
average weight being 4 pounds, with many of 6 and 8 pounds. One
caught in Winyah Bay in February, 1898, was reported to have weighed
10 pounds.

The fisheries of this section are of much value to the city and county
of Georgetown, where several firms act as agents for or partners of
the fishermen, furnishing them with nets and supplies, and receiving,
packing, and forwarding the catch to northern markets.

Beaufort County fisheries are chiefly represented in products by
oysters, that are mostly sold to the canneries located at Ladies Island,
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near Beaufort, and canneries in Georgia, at Wilmington Island and
Thunderbolt.

Small vessels from Savannah cruise along the waters of Beaufort
County, buying a considerable amount of terrapin from the residents.
Of the large variety of sea fishes to be found in this section very little
attention is given to any except drum, which are plentiful, and weigh
from 20 to 150 pounds. During the short run of drum, exteuding only
through March and April, from 50 to 75 boats from Beaufort engage in
the fishery, their aggregate catch for the season amounting to 150,000
to 200,000 pounds. Drum are sold by fishermen at from 25 to 30 cents
apiece, or an average of about one-half cent a pound. They are mostly
used locally, all surplus being shipped by steamer to Charleston.

The following series of tables contain condensed statistics of the
fisheries of this State. There were employed in 1897, 2,139 persons, 59
of this number being engaged on vessels, 10 on vessels transporting,
1,865 in the shore and boat fisheries, and 205 were shoresmen. The
investment in the fisheries of the State was $174,354. There were 12
fishing vessels, valued at $6,300; 1,050 boats were employed, worth
$34,080. Gill nets constituted the most important form of apparatus of
capture, and were valued at $23,840. Seines were valued at $3,045;
tongs and rakes at $1,692. The shore property and the cash capital
amounted to $93,855.

The yield of the fisheries of the State was 5,280,446 pounds, having a
value of $210,456. The value of oysters taken was $45,360, of whiting
$28,405, of shad $27,696, and of sea bass $26,350. The yield of shrimp
was worth $18,395, sturgeon $7,325, caviar $17,525, terrapins $9,635.

Peraona employed.

r How engaged. No.

On vessols 18hiNg cceeesreecaconaareieieienennns 59
On vessels transporting .... .

In shore or boat fisheries
SHOreBMOD «eocceovrvrrrsrsnsarasaecsscsscnasrencs 205

Table of apparatus and capital.

Items. No. Value. Items. No. | Value.
Vessels fishing..........c.ceen 12 $6,800 || Apparatus of ocapture—shoro
Tonnage .......--.-- eee] 224,80 foieiineens fisheries:
At . eeeeeencnrsscameancoesoloacieas 3,157 L T

TODNALS «cvvvanreann 28,08 |.....vn.-n Cast nets
QUEAL ceaveeeracoconnmanconoac]aocenaas 686 Bow nets......
BOBLS «vueeeecancacnacanmmannnss 1,066 | 84,080 | Linos ......... -
Apparatus of capture—veasel Tongs apd rakes .............. 244 1,678
fisheries: Shore and 8000880TY Property ...l........ 45, 055
S0INeB.acaccaeicraneaeccceccens 1 80 || Cashoapital c.c.iiiiienrinnnoenn]|oanrenns I 48, 800
b AT T SRR IO 440 R S
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Table of products.

Species. Lbs. Value. ’ Species. Lbs. Valuo.
Alowives ... .ceoiiianaaaen 2, 000 $40 || Sheepshend ............... 36, 200 $1, 460
Black bass «o.ceeeoeennnn.. 1,000 40 |} Spappers......o........... 54, 000 1,660
Blue-fish......coovvieaaa..s 40, 000 1,600 j| Spauish mackerel ......... 10, 000 1, 000
Cat-fish ....... ...l 28, 500 635 |, Spots and croakers........ 49, 000 730
Channel bass............... 110, 000 2,600 || Squoteague ............... 80, 000 2,030
Drum cceeeiceenennnnaenn. 215, 000 1,875 || Striped bass........... .. 10,100 556
Groupers. ........ceoeeeeen 33, 000 1,170 || Sturgeon.............. .. 411,100 7,825
Hickory shad cooeeveneno. .. 36, 800 1,516 || Whiting «........... .. 638, 500 28, 405
Mullet,fresh............... 46, 000 885 ~ Crabs ..oovveveeeannn-s ..] 110,000 2, 240
Mullet,ealted .............. 10, 000 200 il Shrimp..c.ooooevennnns 374, 500 18, 305
Perch ccvceeeocnennnanann. . 2,000 40 | Lerrapins ....oovaooo. .. 40,916 9, 835
Pompano.......cee-ceeeann- | 5, 000 300 || OyBters eoeeaceeeen 21. 504, 300 45,360
Satlor's choICe - - - ennn .. - 8, 800 £40 || Clamw....000. 185, 400 8, 852
Seabass......... 632, 400 26,356 1| CAVIAL coveanioncniinienns | 69, 805 17, 525
Shad ccceevvmaneaaaaaattn 506, 125 27,608 |; — —————
SHETKS eeeeecaceneenenrnnns 30, 000 300 " Total.cceeeceeeannnn. | 5, 280, 446 ‘ 210, 456

¥ 330,000 in number. 2214,900 bushels. 8 23,175 Lushels.

The tables presenting the fisberies of this State by counties show the
most important fisheries to have been carried on in Charleston County,
where 989 persons were employed, $104,747 invested, and the products
valued at $124,473. In Georgetown County the yield of the fisheries
was valued at $50,237, while in Beaufort County the value was $34,546.
In Colleton County the fisheries are of small importance, the catch
being confined to oysters, which were valued at $1,200.

Table showing the number of persons employed in the fisherics of South Carolina in 1897.

Beaufort l Charleston| Colleton George- .

How engaged. town "Lotal.
County. | County. | County. | county.

On vossels fiBhing ...coooammmicieicertacns . : 50
On vessels t-runsgortmg R . 10
Boat or shore fishermen 1, 865
SHOreSMIOIl +-covreromrmannnacsecressnsann s . 68 205
B ] 21 L 2,139

Table showing by counties the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fisheries of
South Carolina in 1897.

Beaufort. Charleston. Colleton.* Total.
Items.
No.| Value.| No. |Value.|No. |Value. No. | Value.
Vessols fishing ... 0 12| $6,800 |....ofeennns ! 12 | $6,300
Tonnage.... - 1 O e P -- cee.. 22490 (........
Outfit,,eoiennnnnnn o] 3,187 e ]eenannn ceee eeeneenn "3,167
Vessels transporting . 41 5700 ... fceeon - - 4 5,700

87 | 3.015

408 @ 23,840

123 615

20 60

D15 e 986

Tongs and rakes.......... 100 700 83| 65k [.....0....... P 244 1,878
Shore and accessory prop- |

OFLY e vemmmnmannsnnnnmnne|oeene 3,080 oec.no. 32,850 |..... 25 |..... 8,500 |-.......| 45,055

Cash'capital................|..... 8,000 |-cece--. 83,000 [.ooofeceeiadnns | 9.800.1........ | 48,800

Total ..ooemmeienns 1 ..... 18,095 ... 104,747 |.-... 295 |..... ‘ 50, 887 ] ........ | 174, 854

*No apparatus shown for this county. The won employed picked vysters from reefs by hand.
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Table showing by countics and species the yield of the fisheries of South Carolina in 1897.

:
) Beaufort. | Charleston. Colleton. I Georgetown. Total.
Species. - - —_—- e
! ] Lbs. ianuo} Lbs. Value. | Lbs. }Valuo.% Lbs. Il\’ulue.I Lbs. |Value.
ot A N T I e
AlOWIVOB «-une--- l ..... ; Jeeeeennn [P S 2, 000 ‘ $40 | 2,000 $40
Black bags....c. oo iiiiijoceemaionieaiiii i ceeeensl] 1000 30| 1,000 30
Blue-fish. . $1,600 . - 1, 6uo
Catfish._....oooiceeennnn 500 ... 535
Channel ba: ‘ 2,000 1.. 2, 500
Drum..... 180, 0v0 | 1, 525 }.875
Groupers . - caoans 5 W70
chkgry shad 33,000 | 1,440 | 36,800} 1,516
Mullet, fresh 3,000 45 | 46, 600 885
s - 0% M0 on Cwo
erch......... . 1 A 3

Pompano ...... | ................. : 5,000 300 .. 5, 000 300
Sailor's choice l 800 40| 80001 400 | 440
Sea bass c.o.nne.. 6,000 | 300 | 626,400 ! 26,056 | 26,356
Shad-ceeeeeenenn- leceacnnens, ceeees 28,125 ; 1,406 1 27,698
Sharks,.....----- e I 30,000 ; 300 80,000 | 300
Sheepshead ...... [ Lz20{ 60; 35000° 1, 400 36,200 | 1,460
SnapPors .o......ccceeennes feesenee 64,000 ! 1,660 54,000 i 1,660
Spnu!sh llimckoll(‘u.l .......... e ! 10,000 ; 1,000 10,000 i 1,000

Spots and cronk- : t
TOTS, coneeenenee | 6,000 | 300 43,000 | 430 | | 40,000 | 740
Squeteague...... [ 4,000 [ 200: 67,000 1,480 ........ .| 9,000 | U50 | 80,000, 2,030
Striped bass..... N PP | 5,100 | 06 10 sl ! 250 | 10,100 | 558
SLUTEEOD «eennnrfrenonnnns oe.... 151,100 | 3,325 | '260, 000 | 4,000 | 411,100 | 7,323
Whiting ....... “7l 742,000 | 1,700 | 595,000 26,475 1,500 [ 30 | 0JB,500 [ 28, 405
Crabs...ceee.vne. 5000 | 100 ] 97,000 | 1,940 10,000 . 200 | 110,000 | 2,240
Shrimp ccceenvene 16,500 | 405 | 336,000 | 17,800 , [N LR i 374,500 | 18,395
Terrapins ....-.. 10,028 | 2,075 | 26,888 | 6,060 |.. .. ] 4,000 | 600 | 40,916 [ 9,635
QyBtors.......... 008, 200 (23,680 | 328,000 | 16,000 | 84,000 (81,200 | 93,100 1,480 ;1,504,300 45, 360
Clams .ccooonn... ’ 84, 200 | 3,356 \ 76,200 | 4443 ool [oeeeees i 23,000 | 863 | 185,400 | 8,652
Cavigt.ooeeeenn-. AR A 12430 0 3,180 Lo Leeeen j 67,375 14,344 ; 09,805 | 17,525
Total ...... il.;m. 128 (4, 546 l:’ 820, 043 124,478 1 84,000 | 1,200 1995, 475 .50, 237 ;5,280,446 illO,(S&

1 | | | |

PRODUCTS IN RELATION TO APPARATUS.

The catch of the vessel fisheries amounted to 243,000 pounds, valued
at $11,166. The principal part of the cateh by vessels was made by
lines, the fishes taken being sea bass, groupers, red snappers, and
squeteague, with a total value of $3,816. The shore fisheries are of
vastly greater importance. The catch by lines amounted to 1,766,200
pounds, with a value of $61,055; the cateh Ly gill nets 1,030,630
pounds, with a value of $54,302, The yield of oysters and clams by
tongs aud by hand was worth $52,662. The catch by seines amounted
to 191,516 pounds, valued at 812,681, while the yield by bow nets and
cast nets was 379,000 pounds, worth $18,5690.

Table showing by apparatus and species the yield of the vessel fisheries of South Carolina

in 1897.
. Seines. ) Linos. | Tongs. I Total.
Species. e T T
r Lbs. | Value.| Lba. , Value.| Lbs. | value. || Lbs Valuo
I -
e = L T S B e b
| |
GrOUDEB «eeeseeeensneeeens 18,000 | #720 |.. | o120
Red snappers ... 4,000 100 |.. 160
Sea bass ....evoieiiionoens 7,856 7,858
Squeteaguo 80 80
Torrapii...ccoeeennooaccns ! 1,000
OFBLOrS ccocvevemecaeance-nn 14, 000 | §1, 000 14, 000 1,000
ClAINB . ccceeecenravacanenns - 5,600 l 850 5, 600 350
TOLRY +eeananeneeennt 2.000‘ 1,000‘ 221,400 | 8,810 | 10,600 | 1,350 | 243000 | 11,168

NoTE.—All tho vessel fisheries of South Carolinu are centered at Charleston.
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Table showsnyg oy counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the shore fisheries of South
Carolina in 1897.

Beaufort. | Charleston. | Colleton. | Georgetown. Total.
Apparatus and ! . . - . -
specics. -Lbs. |Valuo| Lbs. |Valuc.| Lbs. Value.| Lbs. |Value| Lbs. |Valus.
! i i |
Seines: !
Channel bass.... 8,000 | $400 | 50,000 | 1,000 |.cieeeiiforcneeiionnnnns canennn 58,000 | $1, 400
Hickory shad....}.........[. reeenn 800 | 10 |eeeiiiiiieiai it e 800 16
Mullet, fresh .. 10, 000 300 30, 000 i$45 43,000 785
Mullet, salted. ... ...cc..... P 7,000 | 140 , 0UU 140
Sailor's choice...] 800 {1 40 |.occeeoilimmniit it el 800 40
Seabnss..ooeoae.| 44,0000 200 |oei.oiiiiieniiiiian i oeeen i | ....... 4,000 200
SPOtS ceeraccerenfanaseccan]emezaal 3,000 B0 fiiiiiiieeriien oot itienaant 3, 000 30
Squeteaguo. . 150 | 12,000 500
Striped bass .....|-.eoooaileean | 2,500 ) BO0 oLl oofeeaien e e e 2, 500 150
Whiting...ccoeer] 2,000 [ 200 enviiiiiarianenononiia]orneaetionciaoailionenns 2, 000 100
Crabs... 140 7,000 140
Shrimp....-- ceaes| 12,800 549
Terrapins ....... 4,000 | 600 | 38,016 | 8,635
Total ........ | 1,075 | 101,516 | 12,681
Gill nets:
Black bags. ..ooofoaenae|eaaciaiiianees.s 30 ' 30
Hickory shad.. "8, 000 1,000 | 28,000 1,060
Mullet,salted....looeeeioioaiaia caoiena.s 80 3, 000 6
Shad........... .e.i 28,125 26,280 | 506, 125 | 27, 006
Squeteaguo . oearfooeeeniiiinie i 200 4, 000 200
Striped bass . 2, 6u0 e 250 7,600 400
Sturgeon .... | 161, 100 25 | 4,000 | 411,100 | 7,325
Caviar........... ceveeeea eeae o 12,430 | 3,181 | ........ 14,344 | 69,805 | 17,525
eeeen. . 187,255 | 8,128 |... ....| ....... 884,375 !40, 174 11,030,630 | b4, 302
................ 40,000 | 1,600
27, 600 526
000 | 1,000
216,000 | 1,875
15, 000 . 450
2,000 | 40
....... 5,000 : 300
------- | #o000! 400
.| 432,000 : 18, 300
Sharks .ccoeveeaiioaeiiasoennn.. 30, 000 300
Sheepshesd. . 36,200 | 1,460
Spappers ...-.... - X 1, 500
Spanishmackerel . 10,000 | 1,000
Spots and ¢roak- ,
6, 000 300 40, 000 ° 468,000 ! 700
. 60,000 | 1,200
1,500 30 | 636,500 | 28,305
3, 000 60 | 103,000 | 2,100
9,000 | 155 [1.766,200| 61.055
Bow neta: !
2,000 40! 2,000 40
10
440
490
100
00
. 50
350, 000 17, 860
600 | 350, 000 18, 100
picked:
Oﬂslt:rs .......... 998, 200 (23, 880 | 315, 600 | 18,000 | 84,000 ($1,200 | 93,100 | 1,480 {1,490,300 | 44,360
Clams . ...... [P , 3,356 | 72,600 | 4,083 [........1.cco... 23, 000 863 | 179, 800 s
Total ........ 1,082,400 (27, 036 | 387, 600 | 22,083 | 84,000 | 1,200 (116,100 | 2,343 (1,670,100 | 52, 862
Grand total........ 1,374,028 |34, 546 (2,583,043 (113,307 | 84, 000 | 1,200 995, 475 [50,237 (5,037,440 199, 200
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During 1897 the city of Charleston had 862,750 invested in the whole-
sale fish business, the quantity amounting to 2,756,480 pounds, having
a value of $142,537. Of the quantity, 1,172,000 pounds were mullet,
derived chiefly from Florida.

Table showing the extent of the wholesale fish trade of Charleston, S. C., in 1897.

\
Itoms. |

Establishments
Cash capital ........

Tons of jco consume o 1,000 !

Employees -...cooooennenn-n 44

Products handled: ._II’Tu;zda.
Blue-ish .. 3,
Cat-tish ....

1,
Cliannel bass. ‘ 23, 000

Drum ........ 27,500
Groupers. .. 32, 000
Hickory shas 9, 100
Mullet, fresh . 1, 172,000
Mullet, salted l $,000 !
Pompano 3, 500
Shad ... ’ 94, 000

. Sea basa.... 412, 500
Sheepshend 72,000

* 11,4063 bushels.

Quantity, '
ete.

v Number. '
]

Value.

Itoms. ! Q"z‘:gt"’ * | Value.
.' T T - I T
I| Produets handlod—ocont'd.| FPounds.
$32,750 || Spappers................ 7, 000 $1, 350
30,000 ! Spanish mackerel ....... 1, 600 150
! 5,000 ' Spots and cronkers...... 37,000 1,110
|- Lo Squeteagu. et 28, 70 g21
szt Striped bass -.-.......... 5, 000 500
StUTrgeon .o eaveenen 07,000 2, 830
210 | Sup-fish and peroh...... 11,500 75
42 | Whiting .-..coevveennn 308, 000 15, 400
920 ¢ Otherfish............... 44, 000 2, 200
1,100 Shrimp cooeee ivieiiaeaees 13, 600 680
1,280 ‘ Crabs, hard........c.coe 95, 500 2,865
273 Crabs,soft . ....cooaenenn 1,600 200
46, 760 Torraping .......co.cen. 18, 700 8,770
150 i OVStOrs . .cveciicrnnoaann *R(), 255 8, 599
350 Clamg cceeviiaeaaaine, 1160, 800 0,434
G,580 i Caviar .....cc.ooiioenans 3,125 938
i 24,760
| 3,600 - Totnl.oo oo iiecaeannnn. 2,750, 480 142, 537

$20,100 bushels.

Table showing the extent of the oyster-canning industry of South Carolina in 1897.

| 3

| $4, 700

$0,100

133

62, 840

$6, 284

1,115

Valuo $250
Oysters, 1- 372, 204
P TR S L L $19, 524
O{sters. 2-pound cans 9, 676
PRI . eeeceemnrnnanramceesanoanaaases $057
Clams, 1-ponud CADB .o evvmronnceeeeneeenes 13,200
B2 T L EERRTET TR i $0655

Two of these canneries arve located in Georgetown County and one
in Beaufort County; those in the former county are mostly engaged in
packing vegetables. Only the property, cash capital, and employves
engaged in the oyster business are shown for these canneries.

¥ Cv9—14
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FISHERIES OF GEORGIA.

In 1897, 1,869 persous were engaged in the fisheries of Georgian—159
in the vessel fisheries, 1,245 boat fishermen, and 465 shoresmen.

The investment in the fisheries amounted to $284,36L. Fifty-one
vessels were employed, worth, with their outfit, $28,333, and 680 boats,
valued at $20,277. The apparatus of capture was valued at $17,898,
while the shore property and cash capital amounted to $217,856.

The yield of the fisheries of this State was 4,993,100 pounds, worth
$170,605. The most inportaut items in the fisheries of Georgin are
oysters, the yield being valued at $86,709, and shad, the value of which
was $4G,705. The catch of terrapin was valued at 811,254, and sturgeon
at $4,060. The value of products, when compared with that of 1890,
shows an increase of 847,042,

Persons engaged.

¥ |
i How engaged. ( No. !
I
e,
In veesel fishories..oo.oioiieeiiciaanaanen t 150 |
In shore or boat fishories. . 1,245 |
ShOrOSIMO. c cvevinenaenarcnsiananacncs .. 405
TOUAL + e eeeeameenamenne e nneaee | 1,869 ||
Table of app(il'alus and capilal.
. I — -
Items. l No. Value. Itewms. l No. Yaluo.
. |
Vessels fishing $21, 425 ‘ Apparatus—shore fisheries:
"Tonnage .....- I R : Pound Dets. . .o.oceieennenn 4 $800
Outfit ..... 7,408 | Gillnets .......... . 11, 905
Boats tishing 16,677 || Seines..c....oe-e-n .. 2,805
Bouts Lransporting...c....... 39 ! 3,600 Castnots...... 385
AYparnum—\'ussu fisheries: Mtiuor nets.... 25
Dredgos. ..o oereernncanne 5 | 60 | Lines ......... 205
OFBter tONEB «ovnanennennns 37 266 |  Qyster tongs .. 1,469
Oyster grabs.......ocoeeeee 173 | 230 Oyster grabs .......... 162
" Shoro and nccessory prop 106, 356
j Cash capital............. ..| 111,500
| | Total........ ceeenns | | 84, 864
i ]
Table of produots.

Specics. L.Ls. Yalue. | Species. I.bs. | Value.
Alewives...... . 25, 000 $500 ! Squoumfuo ................ 54,650 | $2,512
Black Lass .. . 4, 600 322 | Striped bass.c.ooooiont 9, 000 530
Cat-tieh ....... 157, 600 2,734 | SLUrgoon. ....ooiiieaen.. 147,700 4, 062
Ch:mnnel bass. . 23, 800 1,190 || Snp-flsh .o iiiiiilal 3,900 195
Croankers.... 18, 100 655 || Whithng ..ooveiiaaaiin, 45,700 2,100
Drum..... 14, 3u0 592 || Shrimp....coocivviiiiia, 67, 600 2, h3d
Jels....... 6, 000 100 || Crabs ..co.iiioaiieinennnns a4, 660 1,864
Flonnders. .. 6, 500 290 [[TCrraping ..coveecceenesen. 34,785 11,254
Hickory shad JUT 7,775 2062 | Turtles .oooeeieiiaiiaenen 1, 000 20
Mullot o ceveoeviinneoeiannan 56, 000 1,310 [} Oysters .cvececeennnnnns .| b3, 408, 440 86, 709
POrCH oot ineircnaanannns 3,600 140 || Clams . oeeivaieinnnenn. . c2, 6840 T165
Sailor's choice ..o.ovennnnn 600 30 Caviar cveeieiinnienaanns 0, 60U 2, 581
Shad oo 787,650 | 46,705 i
Sheepshoad .. ..o oaa.ne | 25,000 1, 250 Total.coooeennaeenns 4, 093, 100 170, 6u5

| .

223,080 in nurabor. 1 486,634 bushaelx, ¢330 bushels.
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THE FISHERIES BY COUNTIES.

The most important fisheries of this State in respect to persons
employed, capital invested, and value of products are located in
Chathain County. The vessel fisheries are located here chiefly, and it
not only leads in the yield of the principal produects, but in nearly all
of the minor products. The yield of the fisheries in Chatham County
in 1897 was 3,162,745 pounds, valued at $127,621. The values of the
products of the fisheries of the other counties are as follows: Glynn
County, $22,678; Camden County, $7,000; McIntosh County, $6,900;
Bryan County, $3,301; Wayne County, $2,380; Liberty County, $225.

Table showiny by counties the vessels, boats, and apparaius employed in the fisheries of
Georyia in 1897.

I Bryun. Chatham. Glynn.
Jtoms. — it e —e | ——————
No. | Value. | No. | Value. | No. Valuo. No. | Value.
e = R S
Voasels fishing ...ccoeerereeraare- | ..... l 39 %16, 700 11 $4,475
Tonnage..... D B R R TR 533,32 fieaion....] 98,33 foi.ie..o..
Outfit. ... ‘ 5,625 | eeene-n 1,630
Joats fishing -.... $184 o8 | $1,210 405 | 13, 263 88 1,138
Boats transporting .....- ZEPTEED .- eeieeeee i .............. 30 8,800 \..eiiiaafiniannnann
Al\)pnrnms—vosselﬂshcrms: | ] | 2
PONGEB < ooeenrnnercnnnns ] 50 ........ [P,
Oy8LOr 1ODEB. weeenvvnznns- . | S . 35 | 252 2 | 14
Oyster grabs .........-.-. . ) 140 ° 185 30 | 46
Apparatus—shoro tisherios :

Pountl DOt vavercennnns e | K S . |1
Gillnets..c.caeeevennes : ; ; 570
SEINEB ceconsrannenns 37 | L3 H 360
Cast nets ceevvenee-- . . 100
Minornets........ . L S PO,
Lines ....ecceeen P ’ : 35
Qyster touga.... aeen ' 42
Oyster grabs.... J T D I [ N TP [

Shoroe and accessory p .- i | ; 33, 000
Cash capital cocevemeernaiemecccesioenens [N [ : | 10, 000
POLAl coeerevamnca e | ...... 51,410
Liberty. | l Wayune Total.
Items. e - T —=p | :
I No. | Value. | No. | Value. | No. | Value.: No. i Valuu.
Vessels fishing ...... cemesssemanss Teeeeee $250 ) $21, 425
Tonnage. ... | ........... .
Outfll. coveenercnonacmneoncmancans 163
Boats fishing ... cene 690
Boats tranSPOrLing ... --sxanoseess | ...... U FOTORROIN ISR
Apparatus—vesse fisherios: .
i)rodgos .................................... 50
Oyster tougs «.c..cemanezesesee-s [ O P EETT T ER N B 206
Oyster grabs .......ocio-comancs coones 5 i. 236
Apparatus—shore fisheries: |

PoUNA NBLY .« o vvnncnommecerienns e Ceceiees 800
Gill DOtB.cevcvaccccnmarmenennanns E 11,05
SOIIIOB o eonveareonncsenenrmescsocs 195
CoHL DOS cocnraanrenremrorsonass . 385
Minor NOt8 . .cceaneosmrocsoocsee 25
LANOB cosoecocenasennssmsomanesose R N 205
OyBLOT LODEB «nvennrernnrommsnses loeenee . 1, 469
QOyster grabs . 162

Shore and accessory property.. .. 106, 356
Cash capital...ooeeereesrrrereecee. : 111, 500

POUAL o neemeememmammeeaeneabirnaan | T | : 284, 804
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Table showing the number of persons employed in the fisheries of Georgia in 1897.

Vessel Boat ; Shores-

i
Countios. | fishermen. ! fishermen.  men.

Total,

BIFBI rnnreemcnecammmnsearesascannan s sn e s no st [rrenee e I 40
(,nm(len .. . - R 116
Chatham . .- i 126 | 769
Glynp ...... . .. .. 30 . 170
Liberty..- || 6
Meclntush. - . i 3 | 102
WAYDO «evvimeeeimeamiacrnesaeaes [P | ............ | 42
Tt PO USRI ! 159 \ 1,245 405 | 1,800
i !

Jable 8]&0101"_/ b_/ (ount:ex and specics the yield nf Lhcjwherlea of Georgia in 1897.

Br; an. ; Cumdon | Clmthum Glynn.
Species. —_— - "
| Lbs. | Value| Lbe. 1 Value. | Lbs. IvValue! Lbs. !Value.
e B
AloWIVOB cooiircraaeeaenn 25,000 | $500 i......eo... [
Black bass..... . 3, 200 P S I [P,
Cat-fish........ . oot 154,500 | 2, 685 300 | $6
Channel bass .. . . . . 14,100 | 705 2,400 120
Croskers. ... .. 11, 800 | 395 5,300 | 215
Drum........ 8,300 | 412 1,600 | 45
Eelseo....... 5,000 100 L iceceoaccce cameonns
Flounders ..... ‘ ........ 4,300 ! 180
Hickory shad.. 5 134 600 :
Mullet.-..... | 510 10,500 | 260
........ o L.
SATIOr'S ChOICO -« v v ieemrraailonmenmos crreraanionoaraacnnonensrac oo s ansoelonnr os” 200 10
........ 38, 880 1,750 105
Sheepshead P U1,260 e eceeceee e
uetes © 1,020 26, 800 1,120
Striped bass . | “os0 | 1,200
Sturgeon .. 2,550 1 enenannn loeenenn
Sun-fish ... | 120 |eeeinnaaann eeiieaes
Whiting | 125 18, 800 765
Shrimp .- 960 42, 000 1,575
Crabs...... | 1,000 34,560 884
Terrapins | T.0i5| 80| 2,548
Turtles .. 0 20 .. ceaeeees
Oysters . . i \ 65, 803 | 1,027,250 | 14, 780
Clams ... s
COVIAT . e e neeemccmammrnans semeenns 5,150 i 1, 498 | .
Total .eueneennnnn- ‘ 75, 900 | 3,801 | 248.800 7,000 3,102,745 197,621 | 1,185,210 | 22,078
: I N . i
| Liberty. Melutosh. ‘Wagno. | Total.
Speocies. - e e e S T T T
| Lbs. | Value. le | V. aluu | Lbs. . Value.: Lbs. | Value.
H |
AlOWIVOB cvevvvennracnnnn- [ V. . 25, 000 ! 2500
Black bass. . .. . e ceeen, 4, 600 322
Cat-fish....... e $4 UlLo.. 157,600 | 2,734
Channel bass . . . . 23, 800 1,180
Croakers ..... [ . 18, 100 | 6855
Drum....... 4 . . 14, 300 562
Folseeun-n-- " . 5,000 | 100
Flounders .. . 0. 500 | 290
Hickory shad. 7,715 202
Mullet e e 56 000 1, 310
Perch....... . 3,600 | 140
Saidlor's chofoe . .. | 800 | 30
Shad-ceceeceans --- 3,100 i , , 787, 550 | 46,705
Sheepshead........ 25, 000 1, 250
Squetea .. e s . 37 . .. 54,650 | 2,612
Striped bass -...... . 9,000 - 530
St.ur Q0D .+ .enanen-- .. . 147, 700 4,000
3, 900 195
45,700 | 2,100
67,600 | 2,635
74,860 1 1,864
34,785 | 11,204
1,000 20
3,400, 440 | 86,709
, 040 165
9,600 | 2,581

295 : 171,205 | 6,900 . 46,000 | ‘l. 380 | 4,993,100 | 170, 605
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THE FISHERIES WITH REFERENCE Tt) APPARATUS EMPLOYED.

The vessel fisheries of Georgia are devoted prineipally to the taking
of oysters. Tongs are employed almost entirely, a limited number of
dredges being used in Chatham County. Since 1890 the value of the
yield of the vessel fisheries of the State has increased from $13,476 to
$:32,677. In the shore fisheries the yield by gill nets was valued at
$56,455, the yield by seines at 813,399, by lines at $8,724. The valuo
of the oysters taken by tongs was $54,132. The other forms of appara-
tus employed were pound nets and cast nets, the catch by which was
not iluportant.

Table showing by counties the yield of the vessel fisherics of (Georgia in 1897.

Chatham. |  Glysn. Mclntosh. | Total.

!
—
|

Apparatus and species.

Value! Lbs. |Value] Tbs. Value.

Lbs. | Valuo. Lbs.

Oystor tongs and grabs:

Oy8sters...ooceene .| 1,172,220 |$2l, 721 852, 250 |$9, 780 50, 400 $576 | 2,074,870 | €32, 077
Oynter dredges: . | .

OyBRtor8..ccvecaneacrannes 7,000 | S500 [oveeannerefoceraeilencnanaanfecennns 7,000 500

FOAAL - eemeeaennennnns 1,179, 220 ) 22,221 l 852, 250 ‘ 9,780 ‘ 50, 400 ‘ 576 | 2,081,870 | 32,5617

Jable showing by counties, apparatus and species the yield of the shore fisheries of
Georgia in 1897.

! DBryan. Camden. i Chatham. i Glynn,
Apparatus and 8PeOIOS. |- . co—wgr imm o s ——————— e —
Lbs. [ Valuo. ! Lbs. Value.: Lbs. \*n]uo.] Lbs. | Value.

- .- ‘ - e | m——— —.._.._[__—

Povnd nets: I i ' l

i
Alowives | | 25,000 | $500 | '
Cat-fiali. 20, 000 300 ;.
Perch... 200 10 |.
4,000 280 .
200 10 ..
1,000 20 ;
50,400 | 1,120 |.eeeeonnliilll ..
$0
Channel bass .. 25
Croakers..... 16
Tlounders .. 180
Hickory shad.. 25
Mullet...... 160
Sailor's choie 10
had...... 105
Squeteague. 1,120
Striped bass 60
Sturgeon . o
Whiting .- 220
CaviAT cocneeeecraaecnnns 6,150 | 1,498 [ceceenniifeeannn.
————— ] .
N T DR 73,000 | 3,628 | 87,300 | 1,850 | 727,625 | 43,002 | 46,850 | 2,000
Seines: i |
Cat-fish......cooveoeennes .
Channel bass . . - l
Croakers ..... .
Mullet...... - I
Whiting.. .-
Shrimp ... - ,
Crabs..... .-
Terrapius ..
|
L 1Y 7 R P B AR l ........ | 34,4980 | 7,015 | 49,850 4,123
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Table showing by counlics, apparatus and species, the yield of the shore fisheries of

Georgia in 1897—Continued.

Appuratus and speeles.

Cast nets:
Cat-tiBheeeenrenianeeannns
Channel bass .
Mullet..

Chaonel bass -
Croakers .....
Drum.........

Oyater tongs and graba:

Bryan.

"Lbs. | Value. | Lbe. i Value.

Chathom.

Glynn.

i Value. ' Lbs. | Yalue.

1, 250
1,020
110
826

7,251

L0217 < U P 433, 682
Minor apparatus:
[0 1 - A Y 165 ... ... [ ..ee...
L0 Y . e 800 34, 560 864
Totad eovennnnna i, 1,065 | 34,560 864
Grand total......... Il 5, 900_ 3, 801 105, 400 | 332,960 12, 898
Liberty. ! Total.
Apparatus and species. [—— S
Lbs. i Value. ; Lbs. Value.
Pound nots: |
Alewives : 25, 100 $600
Cat-fish.. 20, 000 300
Perch........... 2 10
Striped bass ... 4,000 280
un-fish ........ 200 10
Turtles ..coeeeeannna... 1, 000 20
YT O IR I 50,400 | 1,120
Gill nets : T i
Catflesh..e.eo...... : 1, 000 17
Channel bass . 2, 000 100
Croakers.. 1,200 60
Flounders . ..... G, 500 200
Hickory shad. .. 7,775 262
Mullet.......... 13, 600 460
Sailor’s choico 600 30
Shad..eo.. ..., 787,650 | 486,706
Squeteague . 32, 000 1, 380
Striped bass 5, 000 250
Sturgeon .. 147,700 4,000
Whiting . 6,500 260
Caviar 300 9, 600 2,581
Total ccveenemvnnnnnn 46,000 | 2,380 [ 1,020,425 | 56,465
Selnes;
Cat-fiah...... 2,500 76
Channel bass . 000 45
Croakers 700 86
Maullet ... 600 15
Whiting . 3,000 150
Shrimp.. 46, 000 1,725
Crabs...... 2, 600 100
Terrapins 34,785 11,254
Total .oooeeneanannns. 90,085 | 13,800
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and gpecies the yicld of the shore fisheries of
Georgia in 1897—Continned.

Liberty. MclIntosh, : Wayne. Total.
Apparatus and species. . - - -
Lbs. - Value. Lbs. Valuo. Lbs. .| Valno. Lbs. | Valuo.
Cnat nets: l I-
Cat-fish ...... . : ! $32 2,100 $32
Chaunel ba . I 3, 700 185
Mullet..... . ) 42, 600 835
Ssuetengue .. 2,250 112
Whiting . . 90 5, 900 265
Shrimp .... 21, 600 810
Total cccvvvoeceecnns 78, 050 2,269
Lines: . | -
Black bass.......... ! 4, 600 322
Cat-flsh........... 132, 000 2,310
Chaunel bass .. 17, 200 860
Croakers.....eeeoeeen- . ! 18, 200 560
Drum..ceceeeceanesn . 14,300 ! 592
FolB ceeennnveaneennn . 5, 000 100
Perch..covnniannenes . 3, 400 130
Sheopshead......... . 25, 000 1,250
Squeteague........- - 20,400 1,020
Sun-fish ..oooooeeenn eene 8, 700 185
Whiting. .o eavearens : 80,800 , 1,395
Total ccvvveevecncenns 272,100 8, 724
Oyster tougs and grabs: . | | ; )
OFBLOTR. - enevnvnnnnnnesmnrsses ool 5000 | 200 0......... L 1,324,670 | 54,132
Minor apparatus: | | ) | I L
Clams ' PO e vmeceeame vaennnns 2,640 | 165
Crab.enonsneiaanns RSO ORI RN 72,060 | 1,768
TOLAL «eeeeeemnennnnes|reeameen aeennes feerraenens .. 74,700 ' 1,029
Grand total.......... w150 | szs | 120,60 T6,824 . 46,000 §2,380 l_ 2,011,230 | 138, 028
: i |

The wholesale trade in fresh fish, oysters, etc., is largely centered at
Savannah. During the year 1897,7 firms were in operation in the State;
the value of property amounted to $51,074; the cash capital required
was $61,000; the value of products sold was $202,975. Of this amount
871,320 represented the value of 1,783,000 pounds of mullet, which were

obtained from Florida.

Tuable showing the extent of thewholesale trade in fishery products for (ieorgia in 1897.

] H .
Itoms. | No. | Value. | Itoms. ! No. Valuo.
! | it
Establishments c..ceaeeese- | 7, $47, 774 | Products handled—cont'd.| I’ounds.
Canh capital 61, 000 SO0 DABB. 4 cervareecnannn 47,000 1 $3,200
Collecting LORLS eeeurnnee- | 29 3,300 5 Shad ...... 107, 00V 16, 645
Tons of ico consumed ...... . 2,350 7,800 | Sheepshend ..... 66, 000 4, 620
Employees ...cccovemaneieee 57 feeeeennnns il Spanish mackero 18, 000 2,160
| = ===  Squeteaguo - 45, 000 3, 600
T’roducts handled: \ Pounda. . Sturgeon ....e-..-- 73, 000 G, 670
AleWiveB...ccaceceeconans 13, 000 300 | Sun-fish and perch 55, 000 3,860
Catfish s vecceccaacrarece- 6, 000 120 Terrapins ... . 36,433 18, 458
Channel bass....-.ccecve 36, 500 2,655 ;| Shrimp...... 14, 800 1,530
Croakors ..o oeve-sennes 17, 000 1,190 Crabs ......... 36, 000 2,600
GrONPOrs. coeaevecnnanaoss 119, 000 3, 655 QOysters ....... .| *438,250 41,015
Hickory 8hod -zeaeeeean- 30,000 [ 2,468 [t Cloms......... 600 100
Mullet s eeeeeeeoeeeannenes 1, 783, 000 n, 328 Caviar coveeeveraencacens 4,375 1,303
Tompano. .ee 18, 800 2, 2 —_
Red Izum P .- 205, 000 11, 800 Total.eoevernaannnann 3,364, 158 202, 975
Striped {:nss... . 11,500 1,380 :
I
» Represonts 62,750 bushols. + Roprogents 200 bushels.

Note.—Five of thoso firma are located in Gavannah; the other two have but little proporty and
capital and handle most of the torrapin shown in table.
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In the wholesale fish and oyster trade and oyster-canning business of
Savannah during the year 1897, the capital invested was $169,526; per-
sons employed, 296; fresh fish handled, 2,895,875 pounds; gallons of
oysters, 71,500; oysters canned, 1,261,884 cans; the value of products
was $281,052;

Oyster-canning industry.

No. | Value.

- -

Ttems. ‘ No. | Value. - Ttems. ]
i ) _—

Establishments ......c.cn-- 3 \ $34, 000 1 Qysters utilized . ...l\uah..~ 363, 908 I $490, 003
Private oyster grounds ....|.ceeoove.o-- I 720,000 : Oysters as sold: |
Cash capital... 50,000 .. ‘One-pound cans..... no..| 1,502,619 I 82,794
Ice consumed 150 || Two- und cans ... .uo. ] 115,224 11,353
Salt 256 ' Shucked.......... alls. . 29, 500 23, 6V0
Employees ...coevveereeanes [ | Inshell .......... yush. i 1, 400 1, 400

..l 400, 051 8,001

'( Shells........ L do..

NoTk.—One cannery located in Brunswick, 1 at Thunderbolt, and 1 at Wilmington Island. Thetwo
Iatter canneries are operated by firms at Savannah.

Of the products from the waters of the State, shad are most impor-
tant, and, with oysters and terrapin, constitute the principal part of
the wholesale business. They are well distributed through the inland
waters and furnish a fine food supply for local consumption. When
there are transportation facilities the surplus is shipped to distant
markets.

Of the numerous rivers that receive large runs of shad, the following
are the most important: Savannab, Ogeechee, Altamaha, Ocmulgee,
Oconee, Satilla, and St. Marys. The first arrivals from the ocean are
looked for soon after the 1st of January, and by the middle of the
month a good run may be expected, the season lasting about three
months. The bulk of the cateh is taken by gill nets used within a few
miles of the mouths of the rivers. The quantity taken through the
interior is not large at any one place, but is quite important in the
aggregate.

More attention is being given to the sturgeon fishery than formerly.
There is an increasing demand, and high prices are received for sturgeon
and its roe. The catch is made mostly between March and June.

The oyster industry shows a large gain in the amount gathered,
the greater part of which is steamed and canned. This branch of the
fishing industry gives employment to several hundred employees at
the factories. Oysters are gathered principally from natural beds,
and are known as raccoon oysters. The beds are located at numerous
places in the estuaries, Jagoons, and bays bordering on or near the
ocean, and are entirely exposed at low tide. The exact location being
known, at high tide the small sailing vessels employed as transporters
sail near the beds and anchor. Large skiffs, or rough boats, are then
taken from the vessel and anchored over the oyster-grounds. At low
tide the men from the vessel have only to land on the oyster beds and
with naked hands or * hand-grabs® gather the oysters, throwing them
into the boats. which. on the return tide. are unloaded ou the vessel.
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Tho ¢« grabs” used are swall hand irons made like ice tongs, but having
numerous prongs to take up the oysters. The oysters are of small size,
but good flavor.

The process of canning steamed or *‘cove” oysters is simple. The
shell oysters are unloaded on the wharf at the cannery. Gangs of men
are employed in filling long slatted iron trucks, which hold some 12 to
15 bushels each. As soon as filled they are run into long steam chests
made of iron, or occasionally of wood; the door being closed, and steam
turned on, only a few moments are required to steam the oysters enough
to open all the shells. The cars are now run out and emptied on the
floor and on long tables in the factory. The men, women, and children
now begin their work of picking the oysters from the shells; they hav-
ing been cooked enough to nearly free them from the same, it requires
no skill and but little effort to pick the shells clean. As soon as the
picker’s dish is filled it is taken to the weigher, and a brass check is
given which represents the amount due for picking, the price being
about 1} cents a pound. The oysters are now emptied into a trough,
where they receive a thorough washing, which cleans them from all
dirt that has become attached in opening and picking. They now go
to the filling tables, where they are placed in the cans. The cans being
then filled up with salt water, and the tops gealed on, they are put into
crates that are placed in iron retorts and receive 8 to 10 pounds of
steam until thoroughly cooked. All that now remains to be done is
the labeling and packing. .

After the oyster season is closed many of the oystermen turn their
attention to gathering terrapin. Within the past few years this busi-
ness has increased and a scarcity of terrapin is now reported. Small
vessels from Savannah and vicinity cruise along the coast between
Fernandina, Fla., and Georgetown County, 8. C., buying terrapin from
the residents, who gather them along the bays and creeks that receive
tide waters. When the vessel returns to the home station, the terrapin
are put into small yards, usually near the water. When in captivity
terrapin are fed chiefly on shrimp. They soon become quite tame and
are on hand at feeding time. The catch to stock up a terrapin yard for
its winter demand must be made during the summer or early fall. The
demand is confined to a few winter months, mostly in December and
January. During this time they do not require and will not take any
food, yet do not appear to grow poor. The catch is made with nets
and by hand-picking. Dogs are often employed in tracking the terra-
pin from the water to the marshes, where they are found buried a few
inches in the sand or mud.

Some little attention has been giveu to the propagation of terrapin,
but only in an experimental way, and it is demonstrated that they
can be hatched out in confinement and havethrived. The main objec-
tion to propagation seems to be the slow rate of growth, requiring a
number of years’ delay to realize from the venture, and six months or
more of each year they must be fed.
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Most of the terrapin are sold in Northern cities, where many of the
leading hotels and clubs have standing orders for regular shipments
during the season. Terrapin are classed as counts, three-quarters, one-
half, and bulls, prices varying from $8 to $12, as to size, except for the
bulls, which are not desirable and bring but little money. The sizes
and average weights are as follows:

Designation. Average weight. ; Average size,
Countd ..ceeveicciiinnitaaannn 23 poundsench coceevverennninnan.... 6 to 8 inches, mostly 04.
Three-fourths i 14 poundseach .oooeeiiaioiillL 5; to 6 inches.
One-half........ | 11 pounds per dozen ................. 5 to 64 inches.
Bulls .coceevenoeeivanaacaaase jdpound 62ch covveemminnnnneiriianann 4 to 43 inches.

FISHERIES OF EASTERN FLORIDA.

Next to North Carolina, eastern Florida has probably the most favor-
able geographical situation for prosecuting the fisheries of any of the
South Atlantic States. The general coast line i about 450 miles in
length, but the numerous rivers, bays, sounds, and lagoons give the
State a much more extensive shore line. The most important of these
are the St. Marys River, which forms the dividing line between Georgia
and Florida, Nassau River and Sound, the St. Johns River, Matanzas
River, Halifax River, Mosquito Lagoon or Hillsboro River, Indian
River, St. Lucie Sound, Lake Worth, and Biscayne Bay. With the
exception of the St. Marys and St. Johus rivers these waters are
lagoons or arms of the sea, from which they are separated by low,
sandy bars. There are openings at frequent intervals connecting the
ocean and lagoons, and through these the marine fishes find their
entrance. The Indian River is a typical specimen of this kind. It is
about 135 miles in length, and runs parallel to the ocean, being sepa-
rated from it by a narrow sandy strip of land which nowhere rises more
than a few feet above the water. The river’s width varies from only a
few rods at Jupiter Narrows to 5 or 6 miles just below Titusville. The
average depth is about 6 or 7 feet. These lagoons or rivers are favorite
resorts for the marine fishes, some of which come in to spawn. The
waters are generally salty, but during heavy rains they sometimes
become fresh in all parts except near the inlets.

The principal fishing centers are Fernandina, at the extreme north-
eastern end of the State; Mayport, Fulton, New Berlin, Jacksonville,
Palatka, and Sanford, on the St. Johns River; St. Augustine, on
Matanzas River; Ormond, Daytona, and New Smyrna, on Halifax
River and Mosquito Lagoon; Titusville and Cocoa, on Indian River;
Tort Pierce and Eden on St. Lucie Sound; West Palm Beach, on Lake
‘Worth, and Miami, on Biscayne Bay.

In 1890 eastern Florida held second place among the South Atlantic
States in quantity and value of fishery produects. This is still true
with regard to the quantity of products taken, but not as to value.
In 1890, 7,463,631 pounds of fishery produnets were taken, valued at
$219,870, while the cateh in 1897 was 5,382,662 pounds, worth $136,077,
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a loss of 1,580,869 pounds and $83,793. This is mainly attributable to
the falling off in the shad and oyster fisheries.

The most prominent fisheries are those for shad and mallet. Con-
siderably over half of the total catch and almost half of the total value
are represented in these two fisheries. The other leading fisheries are
those for squeteague, sheepshead, channel bass, pompano, and oysters.

Gill nets, seines, and tongs are the principal apparatus of capture.
Cast nets, lines, and other minor forms of apparatus are also in use.
The absence of the pound net in this section is noticeable. During the
latter part of 1897 a pound net was located in the ocean near Cape
Canaveral, but was put in operation too late in the year to be included
in the present canvass. Pound nets have been tried before in different
sections of the State, but without success, the nets being destroyed
by sharks and other predatory species.

The absence of a vessel fishery is also noticeable. There are numer-
ous snapper banks a short distance off the Ilorida coast, which are
resorted to by New England fishing smacks, which land their catch at
Savannah. Such a fishery could be carried on more easily and econom-
ically by Florida fishermen, as they are closer to the banks. Several
vessels from Punta Gorda, on the western coast of the State, have made
trips to Biscayne Bay for the purpose of catching Spanish mackerel.

Very little ocean fishing is done by the fishermen of this region, a
few seines only being hauled on the beaches. Although the waters
adjacent to the coast teem with marine food-fishes, the fishermen have
generally confined their attention to the rivers and lagoons.

Trom 1880 to 1890 there was an increase in the fisheries of eastern
Florida, but since that time there has been a decline in the fisheries
as a whole. The decline is especially noticeable in the sun-fish, shad,
shrimp, oyster, and turtle fisheries. The sturgeon fishery, which was
at one time quite important, is now extinct. The species in the catch
of which noticeable increases are shown are alewives, blue-fish, chan-
nel bass, mullet, pompano, sheepshead, and squeteague. A part of
the general decline is attributable to the laws governing certain of the
rivers. No nets are now allowed in any of the fresh-water rivers or
bayous, except for shad, and only cast nets and lines are allowed in
Mosquito Lagoon or Iillsboro River and Malifux River. These latter
formerly had quite extensive fisheries. Amnother law, put into force in
the State in 1897, prohibited the use of nets (except cast nets) in all
the waters of the State, from June 15 to August 16, and the catching
of mullets between November 15 and December 31. These restrictions
account for a considerable part of the decrease in the total cateh.

In 1897 there were 1,132 persons employed in the fisheries, of which
number 986 were engaged in the shore and boat fisheries. The capital
invested amounted to $151,1565. The shore and accessory property was
valued at $64,715. The apparatus of capture was valued at $32,210,
and the boats employed at $19,800. The item of cash capital is placed
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at $29,100. Tle total value of the products was $136,077. The yield

of shad alone was valued at $41,5672, while the next most important
species was mullet, the value of the yleld of which was $22,732. The

catch of pompano was valued at $13, 093, while squeteague and oysters,

the species next in importance, were valued at $12,817 and $11,764,
respectively.

As compared with the last general canvass of this region (1890}
there has been a decrease in the number of persons employed and in
the apparatus used, although there has been an increase in the shore
property (caused by the putting up of more substantial buildings) and
cash capital. The statistics for this State were collected for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1897,

The three following tables show the extent of the fishery interests of
the eastern part of Florida in condensed form:

Persons employed.

| How engaged. ' No.
. |
On vessels transporting.......coooceiiiiias 5 !
Shore or beat fisheries ..........ccocoiiiiiins 986 |
ShOTEBIOI -.eeveirorraneeisecaansossaasonsnsessss 1|
| TOtAL. - o eeeeeernnneanaea e aaaans 1,132
; .
Table of apparatus and capilal.
Items. No. Value.
Vesscls transPOrting. «oooe e aoe oo et cteee e it eia it 2 $2, 400
TIOLMBYLD o vmeveenrnennncenoeecacossomsnss ossnsammasssassaococccecess Jd 1687 |eoeeaaaa.s
Lo YT T S U AP 1,930
BOALS o eeceeecec e e e aa e e et e ime et . 627 19, 800

Apparatus of cupture:
Neines ........ aes 44 3,735
Gill nets.. ... 487 28, 547
Cast nets . .. 30 165
D A L 11 1 R LD ... 37 3RO
........................................ 46
.......................... ... 51 837
Shore ANd ACCOBEOLY PIOPOILY . cunvaeeeaeoescecocariasaeronsnsecrossenonanes RS 64,115
L0 RS ST 2 L R R R ETE TR FE TR T 29, 100
T LU RS PRRPSSORSPYY P 151, 155
Table of products
. | i
Species, l Lbs. Value. Specios. i Lbs i Value

Alowives,iresh ...... .. .. 33,9013 $404 || Spots nnd croakers 23,133 | $772
Alewives, salted ........... 5, 000 125 || Squetengue 516, 370 12 817
Black bass.. ... 52,5160 2,184 || Sun-fsh.. 248, 980 l ¢, 827
Blue-fish .. 46,421 1,121 || Whiting . 8,000 | 365
Cat-fish . 124, 000 8,720 || Othber fish 103, 340 | 3, 356
Channel 235,782 3,542 || Oysters - ... . *362,802 | 11,766
Drum.... 17, 000 175 | Clams. o .coovveinnanit, 4,800 ; 300
Mullet, fre 2, 341, 957 21,156 || Craw-flsh ........... ..., 4,000 80
M ullet, nalted 71, 400 1,676 || Crabs ...cooavoiiiiiiiaia. 3,700 175
Pompano.. 166, 344 13,003 || Shrimp ....covoivavnann. 38, 025 1,447
Seu bass... . 5,570 210 || Turtles ...ccovvvievnanrnnn. 23, 856 1,761
Shad ........ .--1 1,011,180 41,572 || Terraping .....cocveeeean.. 10, 350 1,425

Sheepshead ....... PN 390, 164 5, 908
Spanish mackerel .......... 3,460 160 Total...covneeeannnn. 5, 882, 662 136,077

* Represents 51, 8"9 buulmln
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THE FISHERIES CONSIDERED BY COUNTIES.

Commercial fishing in eastern Florida is carried on in eight counties.
Duval County casily ranks first in the number of men employed, value
of investment, and in value of catch, and is second in the quantity of
products taken. This is accounted for by the fact that the lower
reaches of the St. Johns River are wholly in Duval County, and these
support large shad fisheries. The shad catch of this county is more
than double that of all the other species combined. Brevard County .
is first in the quantity of fishery products taken and secound in men
cuwployed and value of investmeut. The Indian River is wholly within
this county. Orange and Putnawm are inland counties, and their fish-
eries are wholly on the St. Johns River.

The following tables show the number of persons employed, the
apparatus, the capital, and the yield of the different species:

Table showing the number of persons employed in the fisherics of castern I'lorida.

fo On vessels |Shore or boat| Shores. |
Countics. ltmnsponiug. fisheries. ! men. | rotel.
Nassau teeecseeeeesebiessstorsennrarnnacas 90 | 40 | 130
DUVAL e oeeeennacaaacaecarnmnanaassorannns . ! 339 3% 377
PUtRAM....ceeececennsaomonncnsanssnsccocns 60 3 | 63
OFBNEZO vovennieaeecaocseonsnncnessmonnsaoss - 180 11 5 141
St. JOBD . - vvme semamamannsmasaaanenoesnens . 74 1B | 87
© VOIUBIB cecevneceocorerananscscecnsesassanennns 80 4 [ 34
Brovard ..ooevececceenerecacacsasanonscoconses 222 30 254
DBAO. «nermemsseeeevmenaneesnrnnnenaesennnsnas S N S
TPOLAL o vomnemeeeennneneenmemeeeosanannaseeeans (T R R ¥y S IS W £

1 : ]
, Nassau. | Duval. | Putnam. Orange. | St. Joha.
Desiguation. LT T —i -
iNo. Valune.| No. lValue. iNo. Valuo.'No. Value. | No.{Value.
- . . — [ |
Vessels transporting -.........o.evee L , 1| $2,000 ( PR PPN ‘ R RN
Tonnage [ | 8.78 |........ ]
Outfit.... mre e sesreraatrenane 1,850 i [l
BORLS «vevvvvomnannnecascanranosasesran j 86 $710 | 1063 | 7,080 l 28 $505
Apparatus of capture—shore fish- | : {
eries: . I |
Seines ...coeceveritareananeroeacans L U 4 800 2 200 | 30 2,100 | 4 180
Gillpets..c.oevevecannns 33 620 l 192 | 17, 200 | 24 1, 350 ] 4 721 8 160
CRBE 1IOLY < o veveeaeneeanessmanesonslonee somrnnen IR PO P P DN 15 00
Lincs... . 6 ien... 25 .20 Wl 2
Tougs feevesseaes sems sees araacsas b {1 IR P U PP I 84
Shore and a heee 15,000 ... 18, 450 o4 1,850 ... 7,000 {....] 4,000
Cash capital .. L : 8.5001.... 800 |..-.| 2,400 |....; 900
| [P 5 PR ——— v ————an.
POUAL - - ememe eeenvne e rneeeenns joeer 21,835 ... l 56, 800 l 4,505 |....| 12,562 l 5,896
L i
: Voluaia. Brovard. | Dade. Total.
Designation. ———— Lo . .
| No. | Value. | No. anlue.] No. ! Valuo. | No. | Value.
T ' |
Veasels transporting .........oo.oaefen 1 ~
TONNARe - cecvonecnes . ...| 8.09 7
OULHIt. e ceeeecienacacacasaonansssfosonzas|oacoomnoacloncsse
BoatB .covenencnneencnan 126
Apparatus of capture
eries: [
S0INe8 veeaverocrnrancatocnianiann 1 44 | 3,735
Gill nots 208 87 ‘ 28,547
COBENOLS cecvaeecccccctonnceccnneas] W] 1O ]enees 30! 165
Turtle nets ... 31 37! 380
ST T SNSRI IPUURDIS IS B PRPPSTS FRRDPPSR PRSP D 3 SRR P | 46
TODEB «cvvevvnmmonncoaacocoeanncns 10 51 337
Shore and 8c0e880TY Property............-.. 700 |...o01 16,116 |Loool] 1,100 fL..... 04,715
Cush capital .ooovnvemeeeiaieiiiniaialionn. 400 [roeees) 10,200 oeil] 1,000 ..o | 29, 100
TOLAL - veeeeeeeeenenrnnimeeneteeneees] 1,048 o] 42,378 o] BiddL |Loee. \ 151,155
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Table showing by couiitics and specics the yield of the fisheries of the eastern coast of

Florida.
i Nassau. Duval. ! Putvam. H Oraugo.
Sll('l‘il?ﬂ. o VDT T N N T
.| Lbs. |Vale.| Lbs |Vale.' Lbs. |Valuo., Lbs. | Value.
| . : BU R

Alewives, fresh.. ..
Alewives, salted.
Black bass
Cat-fisb
Channel bass ov red-fish ...
Drum
Mullet, fresh
Mullet, salted. ...
Shad

............... 152, 6uo 6, 575
Spote and croakers 10, 000 250
Squeteague........ 12, 000 360 |eeaceareani]oacansan L100,000 § 3,300 {.o...o el
Sup-tsh oo ion i el 15, 760 472 ! 5, 00V ‘ 250 205, 116 5, 505
Whiting e oeceeieacenrinnns | 5,000 250 B T
Otherflsh.................. ' 6,478 300 10, 000 250

..... 318,500 | 4,137
1, 300 80
20, 750
............. i 9, 1, 200
Total ..o.evieeevnnnn. | 405, 497 | 7,084 | 1,359,470 { 44,5806 | 226,600 | 7,440 | 431,245 14,338
St.Jobn. ! Volusia. Brevard. Dade.
Spocios. . i -
Lbs. |Value. Lbs. Value. | Lbs. | Valuo. Lbs. | Value.
BIACK DABB« e v eenvennneneentomeieeebiciieecteeeiec e 10,400 | $300 ... foeeel...
Blue-fish...............coo. A 860 2,300 $58 36, 307 787 5, 814 $218
Chanunel bassor red-fish....| 36,943 563 6,300 126 134, 063 1,712 l 9, 800 168
Drumeeee e i ceiieeennnnnn 5, 600 B0 1t eeee e ee]eeneecae]esacoccacoslosesenan seoncacses sansannn
Mullet, tresh. .| 134,600 1,845 123,100 | 4,013 | 1,791,157 | 13,479 5,200 | 30
Mullet,salted . .o....oooocnloenaat]iennan 49, 000 2] A SO
Pormpano . 20, 00V 800 14,360 1,005 138, 284 l 9, 86U 23, 700 1,422
Sea bass .. . .
Shad..._ ......... feetanaeees
Sheepshead -..ooevvennnnn 300, 727 -
450 ;

Spanish mackerel
Spots and croakers
Squeteague
Sun-Hish
Whiting
Other fish. ...

Shrimp . ]
Tartlos cceceeeeeaeennneedfimeiaa]ivenans 19,256 | 1,443 | 3,000 180
Total .c.vvnnnnenan.... 343,685 | 8,793 | 266,100 | 8,571 | 2,825,054 | 40,803 i 130, 614 8,472
SUMMARY.
| H
Species. Lbe. | Value. ! Species. Lbs. Valae.

Alewlves, fresh coaoo.. ... 33,913 8404 I Spots and croakers... 23,133 8772
Alwives, salted . 5, 000 125 || Squeteague.......... 516,370 12,817
Black bass...... 52, 516 i 2,184 | Sun-fish .... 248, 989 6, 827
Bluo-fish..... 46, 421 1,121 .| Whiting .... 8,00 865
Catfish......c.oooaiile 124, 000 3,720 | Other fish... 103, 340 3, 400
Channel bass or red-fish 235, 782 3,642 | Oysters ..... 362, 802 11, 764
TUM ceceeenncecconcnnasnn-s 17, 0600 | 175 | Clams....... 4,800 300
Mullet, fresh .. 2,341, 957 21,156 | Craw-flsh ... 4, 000 80
Maullet, salted - 71, 1,576 | Crubs ....... 3,700 175
Pompano .... 146, 344 13,003 '| Shrimp ..... 38, 625 1,497
Sen bass 5, 570 210 ;| Turtles ..... 23, 856 1,751
Shad. ...... 1,011,180 41,572 ;| Terrapins..... 10,850 1,425

Sheepshead ......... 390, 164 5,008 !
Spanish mackerel.......... 3,450 . 160 i Totaliceaseecnionnnn. 5, 882, 662 136,077

I
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THE YIELD BY DIFFERENT FORMS OF APPARATUS.

The gill net is the most efticient form of apparatus in use in eastern
Florida, over two-thirds of the total catch being taken by it. Mullet,
shad, squeteague, and sheepshead are taken in larger quantities in gill

nets than in any of the other forms of apparatus.

Seiues rank next to

gill nets in the amount and value of products. Shad and suun-fish are

the principal species taken in seines,
in two counties—St. John aud Volusia—give good results.

Cast nets, which are only used

The

greater part of their catch is made up of mullets. These nets are in
use mainly in waters where other netting is not allowed. OCat-fish is
the principal species taken on lines. The other forms of apparatus are
turtle nets (these are practically large-meshed gill nets), tongs for
oysters, nets for shrimp and terrapin, trot lines for crabs, spears for
craw-fish, while clams are generally taken by hand.

Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fishorics of the eastern
coast of Iflorida. .

! Nassan. Duval. ! TPutnam. Orange.
Apparatus and species. == ST T ST [
| Lbs i anue.l Lbs. ' Value. Lbs. | Valuo.| Lbs. l Value.
e R ,v_____l.._____l., e ]
Soines : ! !
Alewives, fresh........ e 14, 500 $210 19,413 $104
Alewives, salted ... : 5, 000 B S O
Black bass. ...... | 8,000 420 34,116 1,504
Shad..coovnevan.n , 90,750 | 4,300 145, 600 6, 309
Spots and cronkers 5,020 | 150 10, 000 250
Sun-fish . | 15,760 472 205,11€ | 5, 505
Otler tlsh.. 15,000 | 450 , 10,000 250
| g |
Total «oeeeennennneideeiininns | ........ 160,030 i 6027 o.5ov| b0 | 424,245] 14,072
==z =no 1 =l | e e s
Gill nots: : i | | | |
Chunnel bagsor red-fish. .i.c...... il 44, 570 :10) W PO fieceeetecansocveas [seeneees
Mullet, fresh.oeeenonnn.. R s 288, 000 | .
Mullet, salted .. J R P L] LRy 22,400 590 ! .
Shad......... .. 12,000 450 634, 740 | 20, 447 | 87,100 | 8,000 7,000 206
Squeteaguo.. 3,100 f1 K S R PP 00,000 | 3,300 |..ooooi il
Other flgh..eeneneninenss gats| 150 | 23,800 | qus Ll eeeeeens RN Joeeenens
[ NN—— S |
Totul euueeero......| 18,578 | 003 | 1,013,200 | 30,022 | 187,200 | 6,300 | 7,000 206
Lines: !‘«-—— —-l T E
CtdiBh. e renneconcaener cacensans [P, 104, 000
Channel bassor red-fish.." 4,106 1 82
Drum ceeeeeneiiianaeceaas 132,000 125 |
Spots and cronkers L9, 1138 250 {
Squeteague ....... 8, 900 207 |
“}hibhlg cean 5, 000 250 |. I
Other fish.....coceeennnts 3,000 150 |.... |
Total coccevennnenes 38,119 | 1,124 104, 000 I
Miacellaneous: I [
OYBLOr8 cnvvernnrnnnnnnns 318,500 | 4,137 63, 000 .
Craba..... 1,300 80 1, 200 0
Shrimp ... © £0,000 750 16, 600
“Porrapins. .. | 9,000 1,200 1, 350
Total ..... 252,507 | 6,1 82,150 | 4,617 |

T

l

"1, 350, 470 | 44, 586 ‘ 226, 600
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Table showing by counties and appar

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

atne the yield of the shore fisherice of the eastern coast

of Ilorida—Continued.
St. Joln. | Volusia. Brovard. ‘ Dadlo.
Appuratus apd species. - — —_
=" ¢ Lbs. | Valuo. | Lbs. Value.| TLbs. | Voluo.| Lbe. |[Value.
Seines: ! ‘ ! i
Black bass...c.ocoeeeenns emeeenaes | P T T 10, 400 . $300
Blue- 8., o cvrceieeneae Taaeaicenatieacanes I 14
Chaunel baxs or el fish .| 8. 500 $128 | ‘100
Mullet......... ¥, 500 85 ; I
Pompano .... " 4,000 | 800
Shad.........
SheepBheadl .. eovmrauencs cor creosiceiemascienaones
Spanish mackerel 2,000 80 |..
Squeteague .. . 233, 000 805 !..
SUD-A8N. .c e e iiieaae ce e PP P
Other fish. . 7.080 | 240 |
Total ..oeeremeneeacnnr 0,080 | 2,138 |
Gill nets: T
Bluo-fish..eeeuvnioioeao 2,000 60 36, 5907 773
Channel bass or red-tish N 13, 000 195 130, 763 1, 662
Mullet, fresh............. 31, 500 3815 1,791,157 | 13,479
POMPANO «.vvnvnenrnans van ovonn [P 135,184 | 8,640
Sheepshend 5,900 | 89 288,727 | 4,331
Spanish mackerel......co......%e [IPPORR % 450 %
Squeteague....... 13, 000 455 |. 323,070 | G, 401
QOtherfish.....cooceveennn 7,000 275
Total cevvnrnennnncns | 72,400 | 1,369 480 |- loeeenns 79,124 | 2,080
Cast nets: a -
Blue-8heoereeeeeeeeareas coveeesefiaeiannn 200 16
Channel basas or re 11,110 167 2, 600 52 |.
Muliet, fresh. ... 94, 500 945 123, 160 4,013 .
Mullet, sulted... 49,000 080
Sheepshead . . ... 1,000 . 20
Squeteague..... 36,000 | 1,160
Otherfish...........c.... ¢, 120 185
Total «ouvnenrannnnens 218,020 | 0,426
Turtlo nets:
TUTLIOB ¢ cceeverramenoccne somernnns .
Lines: '
Channel bass or rod-fish .. 73
DIom.coeeerancciecnenaas: 1]
Sea bass .. 210
Sheepshead.. 92
Spau 81 ACKETE] . - oooe)ieiisealiiiinans
30&5 and croukers. . 122
hiting .coeeeee-nn.o 115
*Otber fish....... ........ 350 |
TTo1z) 12400 |
...500

8, tDJ

42,505 | 1,520

266, 100| 867l|2825.054|40 803 | 130614

a4
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Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fisheries of the eastern coast

of Flor ida—Continued.
SUMMARY.

Apparatus and species.

Apparatus and species.

]
Lbs. 5 Value.
|

Seines :
Alewives, fregh .
Alowives, salted
Black bass ...
Blue-ish......

Channel bass or red-fish..
Mallet cooeneniiaraaann...

Pompauo......
Shad..........
Sheepshend .....
Spunish mackerol .
Spots und cronkers.
Squetsague ........
Sun-fish.....
Other fish........

Gill nets:

Blue-ish .ceeiieniioeaians }
Channel bass or red-fish..
Mullet, frosh..... ceenenan

Mullet, salted.
Pompauo ......
Shad........
Sheepshoad ....:.
Spanish umokord
Squeteague .....

Other fish...onoennns. N

Cast nets:

Blnefish coeeenvoiaaaan...
Chanue) bass or red-fish..
Mullet, fresh....cocenn.. ..

Cast nets—Continued

Mullet, snlted
Sheepshend
Squeteague
Other tish

Turtle nots:

Turtles .ocoocveeenean...

Lines:
Cat-fish coeeevnieniannnnn

Channel hass.
Drum....
Sea bass .
bht,eyshuu
Spnu sh ma

Spots and croakers

%}ucu ngun .......
hitinyg ..

Other ish.vusn.nenn... -
Total coovnvnnnoinn..

Miscellaneous :
Oysters ......oee Seacecan |

Ciams....
Craw-tish
Crabs ..
Shrimp
Torrapi

49,000 | s080
3. 100
36,000 | 1,160
8120 | 265
327,740 | 7,
2,850 [ 1,751
124.oooi " 3720
13,530 271
17, 000 175
5, 570 | 210
16,037 | 200
800 ! 10
8,113 | 372
8000 | 267
8,000 | 365
14,430 | 572
216,80 | 6,28

4,000 | 80
3, 700 | 175
38, 625 | 1,497
10, 350 1,425

424,277 | 15,243

5, 5, 882, 662 I 136, 077

NOTES ON THE SHAD FISHERY.

The shad fishery has always been of great interest to the fishermen
of this section of Florida, and is particularly so now in view of the
decline which has taken place since 1890.

With the exception of a small fishery on the St. Marys River the
shad fisheries of -the State are confined to the St. Johns River.

Shad make their appearance in the St. Johns River in November,
aud can be found there from that time until the early part of May.
The legal season for the fishery is from December 1 to March 31,
although the nets in the lower river are usually taken out about the
middle of March, as after that time low prices prevail in the Northern
markets. The abundance of shad in each wmonth of the season is indi-
cated by the statement of one buyer below Jacksonville, who purchased
all the fish caught in 22 gill nets, which yielded fish as follows:

Decomber ... it ittt aeaee i reeea cecaas 1,073

JAUATY - eaccce i aciee iiaaecanca e aaaareaaae e aaae
FODTUAIY e eee it teras caeacr senssasac vaesera e aeas

March (first two weekas)

The only forms of apparatus in use on the river in this fishery are

seines and gill nets.

On the Jower river the gill nets averags about

575 yards in length,4% to 5 inch mesh, and from 40 to 50 meshes in depth.
On the upper river these nets average about 300 yards in length, with

5-inch mesh.

F C 090—15
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The seines used on the river vary greatly, ranging from 200 to 750
yards, with 3-inch or 4-inch mesh,

The principal gill-net grounds are from Mayport, at the mouth, to
Jacksonville, a distance of about 20 miles, where the nets are drifted
with the tide;.and from Bridgeport to Welaka, where the nets are
drifted in the narrow reaches where there is some current. A few nets
are also operated in other parts of the river.

Up to last season the principal seining grounds were in Lake Har-
ney, but it is said that it does not now pay to operate there, and last
season most of the fishermen worked between Sanford and the mouth
of the Wikiva River. An important seining-ground is in the river just
above Volusia bar. Seining is not permitted in the wide reaches of
the river, which are called lakes.

The following table shows the fluctuations in the apparatus and catch
of shad for nine years. The only years for which close accuracy can be
claimed are the last four, previous data being largely estimated.

i Numbgr of nets. [ Nutnber of shad caught.

Year. 7o "_:———-———"‘
. .|l Gill net,s.l Seinos.’ 133;‘.1 ; Total.

331,083 | 125,248 |oeennennn 456, 281
227,027 | 116,711 )

The fishery reached its greatest height in 1890, since which time there
has been a steady decline. In 1873 the average catch to the gill net
was 3,125 shad; in 1876, 1877, and 1878 the average was 2,500; in 1889,
2,971; in 1890, 3,046; in 1896, 1,936, and in 1897, 1,351, While the
pumber of seines increased very rapidly in 1896 and 1897, the catch
steadily decreased from that of 1890, During the season of 1896 there
were in use on the St, Johns River 171 gill nets and 24 seines, operated
by 447 fishermen. The seine catch amounted to 125,248 shad, weigh-
ing 265,555 pounds, and was valued at $8,627. The gill-net catch was
331,033 shad, weighing 1,029,001 pounds, valued at $53,297.

During the season of 1897, 168 gill nets and 37 seines were operated
by 536 fishermen. The seines took 115,711 shad, weighing 260,347
pounds, valued at $11,409, while the gill nets took 227,027 shad, weigh-
ing 746,980 pounds, and valued at $29,713.

A comparison of these two seasons shows that in 1897 there were 3
less gill nets and 13 more seines in use, while the number of fishermen
increased 89. The seine catch for this season shows a decrease of
9,537 shad from the previous season, but a gain of 4,792 pounds in
weight and $2,782 in value. The gain in weight and most of the gain
in value are explained by the fact that fewer small shad, or ¢ skips,”
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were caught last season and more large shad taken. In the gill-net
fishery last season there was a falling off of 104,006 shad, 282,021
pounds, and $23,684, making a total falling off on the river from 1896
of 113,543 shad, 277,229 pounds, and $20,802.

On the upper river large numbers of young shad, or ¢‘skips,” are taken
in the seines. These do not average more than 1 pound in weight and
are not of much value to the fishermen. In 1896, out of 125,248 shad
taken in seines, 53,807 were “skips.” The fisheries should not be sub-
jected to this drain on the young fish.

The water hyacinth, a South American floating plaut, introduced into
the St. Johns River about 1890, and now so abundant as to be a serious
impediment to navigation, has already begun to affect the fisheries.
There are not many places along the upper St. Johns suitable for the
hauling of seines, and when the wind blows toward one of these beaches
the fishermen have to suspend operations until the wind changes, as the
plants pile up against the bank in such quantities that the shore can
not be reached. Gill nets are sometimes caught in the floating masses
and extricated with great difficulty. The fisheries below Jacksonville
do not suffer on account of this plant, as it is killed by the salt water.

The United States Fish Commission in 1896 planted 4,224,000 shad
fry in the river, and in 1897, 2,017,500 fry.

NOTES ON THE OYSTER FISHERY.

Natural oyster-beds are common in eastern Florida, The mostimpor-
tant of these are in Cumberland and Nassau sounds and tributaries in
Nassau County, the lower St. John’s River, Matanzas River, and in the
Indian River. There are small beds in Biscayne Bay and in other places,
which have not yet been worked commercially.

Since the last general canvass, in 1890, there has been a decrease in
the quantity of oysters taken. In 1890, 97,350 bushels, valued at
814,850, were taken, while in 1897, 51,829 bushels, valued at $11,766,
were secured, showing a decrease of 45,521 bushels and 83,084 in value.

The greatest decrease since 1890 is shown in Nassau County. In
that year 79,5600 bushels, valued at 38,175, were taken, while in 1897
the catch was 45,600 bushels, worth $4,137, In 1890 there were two
canneries iu operation in this county. In 1894 there were four in
operation, but there has since been a decline in the supply of oysters,
and at present one cannery is in operation, a part of its supply being
derived from Georgia waters.

In Duval and Brevard counties the oyster industry has increased
since 1890. Brevard County is the most favorably situated as regards
the future development of the oyster industry, the Indian River, which
is entirely within its limits, having a number of natural oyster beds
which have been but slightly drawn upon as yet. If these are properly
conserved, a considerable industry could be developed. The allotment
of land for private oyster cultivation would most conduce to this end.



