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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The following report on the condition of the commercial fisheries of
the Gulf States is based upon a canvass of the region made in 1898,
the information relating to the year 1897, Condensed information on
this subject has already been made public in Statistical Bulletin No. 8,
Fisheries of the Gulf States, single-sheet statistical bulleting relatlng
to the condition of the fisheries usually being prepared upon the comple-
tion of field work and distributed in advance of full reports appearing
in the regular publications of the Commission.

The report has been prepared under the direction of Mr. 0. H. Town-
send, assistant in charge of the Division of Fisheries.

The agents of the division participating in the field investigations
were: Messrs. Charles H. Stevenson, in Texas and Louisiana; Ansley
Hall, in Mississippi and Alabama, and John N. Cobb, in western Flor-
ida. The agents were familiar with the fields allotted to them, having
at some previous time canvassed the fisheries of the same States., In
addition to the purely statistical matter, they have furnished explana-
tory notes, which have been inserted under the proper headings.

The preparation of the extensive series of tables has been chiefly in
the hands of Mr. 8. Le R. Pritchard.

GEORGE M. BOWERS,
U. 8. Oommissioner of Fish and Fisheries.
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STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE GULF STATES.

GENERAL NOTES AND STATISTICS.

The fisheries of the Gulf States, as considered in the present report,
are the commercial fisheries of the coastal waters, no inquiries being
hade respecting fishing carried on irregularly above tidal waters.

The Iast canvass of the fisheries of this region was made in 1890.*
While there has been an increase in the nnmber of persons engaged,
there has been a decrease in the amount of capital invested and in
the value of the product. The fishery conditions in 1897 were, however,
not quite normal, owing to unsettled conditions in Cuba, quarantine
Trestrictions, and the storms of previous years, which destroyed much
of the outfit of the fishermen, The region has very important fishery
resources throughout its vast extent of coast line, but they are far from
being well developed.

The fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897 gave employment to 13,967
Persons, 11,180 being fishermen and 2,787 shoresmen. The largest num-
ber ig credited to Florida, where 5,011 were engaged. Louisianaranks
next with 4,403, followed by Mississippi with 2,565, and Texas with
1,199. In Alabama the number of persons employed amounted to 789,
There has been au increase of 2,215 in the number of persons engaged
in the Gulf fisheries since 1890, at which time the total number was
11,752, About one-fourth of the fishing population is composed of
Unnaturalized persons.

The money invested in the industry was $2,584,061; nearly one-half
of this sum, $1,149,262, is credited to western Florida; $518,301 to
Mississippi, 513,813 to Louisiana, $237,496 to Texas, and $165,189 to
Alabama. There has been a decrease of $394,231 in the amount of
capital invested in the fisheries in this region since 1890.

The total number of vessels employed was 426, valued with their
outfits at $717,076. 6,025 boats were used, valued at $436,041.

* The following publications, emanating chiefly from the U. 8. Fish Commission,
should ve consulte({ in this connection: .

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico. Silas Stearns, The Fisheries and Fishery Indus-

Ties of the United States, section 11. Geographical Review of the Fisheries for 1880.

I_%eport on tho Jisheries of the Gulf States. J. W.Collins and H. M. Smith, Bul-
letin U, §. Fish Commission, 1891,

F,Report on the Coast Fisheries of Texas. Charles H, Stevenson. Report U. 8.

ish Commission, 1889 to 1891.

The Fish and Fisheries of the Coastal Waters of Florida. Transmitted to the
United States Senate by the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, Janunary 28, 1897.
Senate Document 100 Fifty-fourth Congress, second session. See also pp. 263-342,
Report of U. 8, Fish Commissioner for 1896. -
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The apparatus of capture was valued at $137,216, and the shore
property and cash capital at $1,289,328,

The yield of the fisheries in this region was 65,660,623 pounds, valued
at 82,271,726, The fisheries of western Florida were valued at $944,793.
Louigiana ranks next in the value of products, the amount being
$713,587. The values of the products of the other three States are as
follows: Texas $286,610; Mississippi $192,298, and Alabama $134,438.
The value of products has decreased $166,949 since 1890. The oyster
fishery leads in importance and was valued at $748,760. The sponge
fishery ranks next, with a value of $305,68). Mullet follow, valued at
$213,988, and red snappers at $200,412. Other important products of
the region are trout valued at $114,978; shrimp valued at $117,453,
and channel bass valued at $91,776.

The sponge fishery is confined to Florida. The oyster fishery is more
important in Louisiana than elsewhere, the yield in that State being
valued at $432,668. Mississippi ranks next in the importance of this
fishery, the yield being valued at $110,964, The shrimp fishery is of
more importance in Louisiana than in any other State, having a value
of $80,576. The most important items in the fisheries of Alabama are
oysters with a value of $60,207, and red snappers valued at $11,725.
In the fisheries of Texas the oyster leads, valued at $94,663. The other
Texas fisheries of importance are the trout fishery valued at $45,525,
sheepshead at $21,723, and red snapper at $17,453.

The following three tables show, by States, the number of persons
employed, the capital invested, and the yield in 1897, while the fourth
table shows the extent of the fisheries in 1880, 1890, and 1897:

Table showing the number of persons engaged in the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897.

Statos. Fishermen.|Shoresmen.| Total.
Lo T T R 4, 667 844 5,011
Alabama .. a-- 503 106 789
Mississippi 1,061 1,504 2,665
Louisfans .....cceeeecceceecncneanenccnnn .- 8,719 684 4,403
TOXAB «ovvevrerenreensocnrsasssssvesssosassarssonsassoransssssseson- 1,140 59 1,199
TOtAl ... eariiieeeirinteciactaccecacccrarercscacccnananans 11,180 2,787 13, 967

Table showing the investment in the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897,

. Florida. Alabama. ‘ Mississtppi.
Designation.
No. Value. No. Valae. No. Value.
$274,177 5. 840,375 8 $81, 125
........... 522,18 |..........} 854.88 |.........-
191,661 |.......... 10,570 |cceennn... 25,038
180, 548 254 12, 939 439 17,039
A pparatus of capture. Jeeen . 54,350 |ceuenn... 1205 |eceeanan... 19, 255
Shure proa?rty ........................ 175,526 [.eecann... 49,850 feeecnnn... 125, 644
Casheapital ... oirueeivennnnennnncnnns]ocacnennns 823,100 |.......... 42,760 [coee...... 249, 300

Total cenrmeeiiiiieeciiieaevreenns 1,148,202 |.......... I 165,189 |.......... 518, 801
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Table showing the investment én the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897—Continued.

Total ..ccveereencvncencnnns

—————

Louisiana. Texas. Total.
Designation. —
No. Value, No. Value. No. Value
VEBROI8 «.vuerennenemncecnsoonnescnnnns 61| 832,101 $464,343
TONNAge .cveeerennnsen-- 895.80 [-eooeenon..| 608.81 feee.......] 505209 ... .....
Outfit, . oeceeeeorerecnns 9, 545 252, 733
Boats ... 1. rrvmenanaees o 197, 604 436, 041
Apparatus of capture....... 31,660 137, 218
SRore property .ec--«s-cv-.- 173,903 679, 578
Cash CAPItAl.s.ervrennsmreasenaneesanss|s 69, 000 30, 000 714, 150
TOtal ceneeeraeennceraacccccenanns ceeeevsss.| 513,818 f..... veeeo| 237,496 [..oo......| 2,584,001
Table showing the products of the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897,
Florida. Alabama. Mississippi.
Species.
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value.
Ambor-figh «ceeecenceane- careeees 18, 600
Angel-fish........ 69,186
rracuda..... 81,000
JACK DABB. .- eeereeeenenenaccrcnes|onsansannaan
u8-fish..ceeanese 204, 971
uffalo-fish... rettanaesans
Bt-figh...cccceeinnn-. 5, 000
Channel bass or red-fish. . 236, 368
revalle.....ccocenane 88,140
Tum, salt-water. . 37,855
lounders ....ccocconcevornnnnenne 32, 561
TOUpers .. . 781,155
runts ... 671,876
Hog figh .. 81, 600
urel ....... cevecaconscnanss 7,500
King figh..u..enoeaaecnaceeneas| 440,000
Lady.Aah....occeeveareccenceeaae.| 128,223 2,633 |ieeanennnn. .
Mullot, frosh,..onvonnoneneeneenon] 13,711,041 | 126,124 | 691,300
ullet, salted. . ... teveccseanaeeana] 2,432,277 54,028 6, 000
Mullet roe, salted. . 143,999 | 13,810 |eceueunnn... .
Porch. . ieereenenenn- 6,000
Pike and piokorel cccecenceennnns. 4,000
PINflgh. o eeenrnenencaeanneaaannn]es A 4,000
ompano, fresh....ceeceeecceceans 858, 161 17, 804 60, 300
ompano, 8alted. ..ceeeceeeenaest 25 b I T O P .
POREIO8 s saenanncnsomsonrenenmenanel 08,200 | 2,450 |... .
Pork-figh ...... 11, 962 '
Sailor's choice.
Sardines"..
eepshead ..
sn&ppem.md
s_nﬁp})era, other. . 0, 0.
lepnn sh mackerel, fresh ....... .- 466, 322
{’Pﬁnlsh mackerel, salted ......... 23,579 ] 1,183 feeeiiiii i iaiiiea] eeiieienan
3pots and oroakers ..... eeeeanees 26,118
. Bturgeon -.oeeeven.-. reevoevnarnan ,264 | 831 |...... veeens|oereeneane]occneeanecas
00 H8he8 . .ceevaevenanrecnreenans 7,900 238 79, 500 2,783 24, 800
out, fresh® ...ccevecee... vesanen 703, 830 15, 148 286, 100 9,711 452, 800
OUL, BRILOA. < aveeaencoraaennernnn 63, };35 2,

116, 964

28,265,210 | 044,793 | 4,609,881 | 134,438 | 7,820,635

192,298

w;;-g_l:"‘trout" referred to in these tables is the squeteag

ue or weak-fsh of the northern Atlantio
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Table showing the products of the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1897.

Louisiana. Texas. Total.
Species.
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lba. Value.
18, 600 $620
65, 186 1, 811
81, 000 1,240
68, 320 4,246
3, 060 132 28, 540 81,281 536, 271 12, 469
311,093 4,768 12, 200 470 344,793 5, 453
sh 2,153, 134 51,420 71,230 3,035 | 2,448,564 58, 147
Cbannel baae orred-fish........... 465, 200 20,520 | 1,144,376 51,022 | 2,257,044 91,776
Crevalle seeeeeinenieieeennann... 18, 000 490 18, 000 743 86, 140 2, 107
Drum, fresh-water ................ 1,250 3 N R, 7,250 4
117,825 8, 540
335, 411 13, 626
853,618 10, 468
671,876 16, 833
97,720 4,269
33, 281 1,083
7,500 76
440, 000 6, 600
123, 223 2, 633
. 12, 769. 110 145, 530
Mullet, salted......... S I 500 25| 2,488,777 65, 148
Mullet roe, 8alted.coeeeeirnnicec ieeennenee]inennoiocaana... y 13, 310
Perch.....ccocccuan... ) E 2, 356
Pike and plckerel ........................... 3 1, 050
P21 1:) O P .. T 1,375
Pompano, fresh.._.... 1 28, 450
Pompano, salted........ S P P P, . 1, 236
Porgies. coveenniini i . 2, 450
Porkflgh.ceeeenoeniniiiiiiciic]iiiearieeeed]ans 1, 196
Sailor'a cholco -..... . 3,108
‘““Sardines”........... 3,080
Sheepshead . 51,074
Shoewaker ......c.ceeeeeeeeaaal] 9,600 846 |...... 846
Silver perch 128
Snappers, red 200,412
Snaprera. othe 3, 298
Spanish mackerel, fres 40,710 37,864
Spn.nish maokerel [2:91 7.7 DA SO RN R 1,193
Spots ts and croakers. ..... .. 3 5 136,700 83, 495
Striped bass 8,950 1, 833
Sturgeon .. 22,400 1,315
Sun- 119, 780 7,318
Trout, fresh . 566, 648 112, 454
‘Trout, salted. - 2, 524
Whiting _................. 179
Yellow-tatl coovveeenecnrineraneeeilicannnnan... 6, 594
Other fish.. 66, 550 30, 546
Sponges ... ceoee-n 805, 589
(031517 « VP 4 6,714, 830 16, 857 138 748,760
Clamg cocveceeenniiiian e 084 171
Shrimp..ceceeciiaecaaaan.. . 6, 791 021 117,453
Craw-fish................... . 84, 9 cee . . “42 450 6, 263
Crabs, bard..c.c.coeeaaa... 8 1, 759, 233 20, 787
Crabs, 80ft.c..cceeeennen.. B . 200 1,720
Turtles .ccceeeaiieeniiann... X 804, 396 80, 177
TorrapiDeceeeenseceeacenn... 41, 680 880 66, 692 1,501
Conch8 c..ocenennniiaiil., N R 500 80
Alligator hides ............... . P R R PN 84, 546
Otter skipg -.ccoovnniiiinacnieefocaneanea)anas emee cacerecnaens 14,481
Total coucuiivaeirraionnannnn 17,401,788 | 713,687 | 7,174,550 | 286, 610 | 65, 660,623 | 2,271,726
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Comparative table showing the extent of the fisheries of the Gulf States in 1880, 1890, and
18

PERSONS EMPLOYED.

Percentage
. Ix‘;‘c;")mt;gr of inoreass
States. 1880. 1890, 1807. in 1897 |OF docrease
Co"}f’“’md compared
with 1890. | writh 1890,
Florida... 2,112 4,068 5,011 + 943 + 2.32
Alabama . 3 618 789 + 171 +27.66
Missiusipp 186 1,721 2,665 + 84 +49.04
ouisiana 1,597 4,068 4,403 + 335 + 8.23
Texas...... 601 1,277 1,108 — 78 —68.11
Total..eceeaececeennes 5,131 11,752 13, 967 +2,215 +18.85
CAPITAL INVESTED.
Percentage
Iﬁgﬁ%ﬁ:r of increase
States. 1880. 1890. 1897, in 1897 | or decronso
compared collxllpured
with 1800. | itk 1890,
Florida. $362, 563 | $1,260, 204 | $1, 149,262 | —$220,032 —16.07
Alabama 38, 200 135, 200 165,180 | 4 20,809 +22.10
Miaaisaippt .. 8, 800 434,710 518,301 | + 83,501 +19.23
Louisians -. .. 93, 621 719, 876 513,813 | — 208, 063 — 28,62
Texas........... 42, 400 319, 122 237,496 | — 81,626 —25.58
Totalennnnnrenecaceaacanecnaans ...| 545584 | 2,078,202 | 2,584,081 | — 394,251 —13.24
PRODUCTS.
Pounds. Ptgxl'oontage
Inoronse or| °f lncrease
States. decrense | °F &"‘l’ggf;“
1880. 1890, 1897, in 1897 od
compared c‘)i‘anpfgso
with 1890, | ¥ -
FIOTIOR . ..o verneseeereaneencecceees e 8,376,335 | 27,418,662 | 28,255,210 |+ 836,657 + 8.42
ALIDAMNA v vannreerenneaneescarenasnaanas 8,541,600 | 4,776,968 | 4,699,881 (— 77,687 — 1.62
188188IPPY -2 enneeeneencacncannnnrananas 788,500 | 8,131,401 | 7,820,685 |— 301,710 —3m
OUIBIATIA < v eeneeanennacceenovamsnnnscons 6,996, 000 | 20, 789, 203 | 17, 401, 788 |—3, 387, 415 —16,29
OXAB .. vvveeeennercncsarsrsssasersrancans 8,858,876 | 17,959,400 | 7,174,550 |— 784,850 — 0.86
Totaleurceeeecncsoccasnne vonesesens 23, 661, 210 | 69, 075, 634 | 65, 360, 623 |—3, 714,911 — 5,88
Value. *
Percentage
States. lﬁam:r of incroage
: 1880. 1890, 1807. in 1897 | OF dootonue
compared cm‘:\par "
with 1890. | oith 1800,
. Floriqa...... eenereeceen Ceeeecnceneeranen 8564, 810 { 81,064,138 |  $044, 703 | —$119,348 —11.21
Alabama . 119,376 164, 871 134,438 | — 20,438 —13.19
Mlssiauippi. 22, 640 245, 68D 192,208 | — 63,401 —~21.73
uisiang ....... 892, 610 860, 134 713,587 | + 63,453 + 8.10
BXRB . teerrrrernreencacroaenanseonnnnenal 128,800 318, 832 286,610 | — 27,222 — 8.67
Total.......... ccreeenes teeeeaend 1,227,644 | 2,438,676 | 2,271,728 | —166,949 — 8.85
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FISHERIES OF WESTERN FLORIDA.

The fisheries of western Florida are, in general, more important than
those of any other State on the Gulf, and especially take precedence in
the yield of blue-fish, mullet, pompano, red snappers, Spanish mackerel,
and turtles. Thisis the only State in the country in which the sponge
fishery is prosecuted.

The length of the coast line of the west side of Florida, following
indentations, is about 2,810 miles.

The principal indeutations are Charlotte Harbor, Sarasota Bay,
Tampa Bay, Clearwater Bay, Wiccassassee Bay, Apalachee Bay, St.
George Sound, Apalachicola Bay, St. Andrew Bay, Choctawhatchee
Bay, Santa Rosa Sound, Escambia Bay, and Perdido Bay. The more
important rivers are the Caloosahatchee, Peace, Manatee, Withlacoo-
chee, Suwannee, Ocklocknee, Apalachicola, Choctawhatchee, Escambia,
and Perdido.

The fishery centers are Key West, St. James City, Punta Gorda, St.
Petersburg, Tampa, Tarpon Springs, Homosassa, Cedar Key, St. Marks,
Carrabelle, Apalachicola, St. Andrew Bay, and Pensacola.

In all respects except the amount of capital invested and the value
of the catch there has been an increase over the figures of the last
general canvass in 1890,

The three following tables give, in condensed form, statistics of the
fisheries of the west coast of Florida. Information for all species was
not collected for the year 1897, and in some instances the figures obtained
for the year 1895 have been used.

There were 1,231 men engaged in the vessel fisheries and in trans-
porting fishery products. ‘There were 183 vessels, valued at $465,738,
including their outfits, used in transporting and in the fisheries. The
fishing vessels had $5,632 invested in apparatus.

In the shore fisheries there were engaged 3,436 men. The boats
pumbered 1,621 and were worth $130,5648. The apparatus of capture
was valued at $48,718. In the shore industries connected with the
fishing business 344 persons were employed. The shore property and
cash capital amounted to $498,626. The total investment in the fish-
eries was $1,149,262.

The total yield of the commercial fisheries was 28,255,219 pounds,
valued at $944,793. The three most valuable products were sponges,
valued at $305,589; mullet, worth $194,362; and red snappers, worth
$171,234.

Persons employed.

How engaged. No.
On vessels fishing......c..ccvienierccicaraan... 1,169
On vessels transporting...... oo 62
In shore or boat fisheries ...| 8,436
SHOreSINeN «ocveevensescscrrassassossocesces .- 344
TOtAl. e eeeeeeannennneenrencaccecanmaamaanen 5,011




FISHERIES OF THE GULF STATES.

Table of apparatus and capital.
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; J ] ]
Itema. 1 No. | Value. " Items. | No. Value.
[ ! |
i f
| Apparatus—shore fisherios :
| $241,201 | SG1OS - evconcenie ‘ zL a0
.......... i TR . 5
lgg'ggg II Cast nets... .. 28 " 180
82,970 Lrapuots ... 2 2 5
15302 gt 3 Mk
130,548 I; g.‘ongs ......... ” } 207 } !35
| PONGE GPPOLALUS..eeerlereven..-. . 134
9I0es. - oo oennee o sl e et - 207 4,455
Turtle gill nots .. 1,802 TIaPYeanancnen-n 202 122
TL‘:&‘B """"""" 1'2% ! . Mim:ir apparatus.. 15 15}‘!26
""""""""" . 10t aud 2C00BBOTY I \

Sponge apparutus 2,122 ‘, Cash capi acoos Ty D 10,22
! Total.e.ennrrenennnnns Jemeonnaane 1,149, 262

Table showing by species the yield

I T ]
Speoics, Lbs. Value. | Speocles, | Lbs. | Value,
! { :
| I
ADgel-fish cveeeeneacnnennns 60,186 |  $1,800 || SHAPPErs, T0d «vvsveenen-n. } 5,314,487 | 171,234
mber-tish....... 18, 600 620 || Snappers, other ........... 110, 631 | 3,200
Barracuda ...o..... 31, 000 1,240 )} Spanish maockerel, fresh. .. 450, 322 21, 157
lue-figh . ........ 264, 871 6,057 || Spanisl mackerel, salted .. 23, 679 1,103
Cat-figh............ , 0 100 } Spots and croakers .. 26, 113 405
Channel hass..-...- 236, 368 3,507 | Sturgeon. 0, 254 331
revalle........ 38, 140 494 !l Sun.-fishea 7,900 | 238
rum . ... 37,865 ! 622 | Trout, fres 703, 830 15, 148
Floundera a2, 561 | 540 || "Trout, salted 3,105 2,524
TGupors 781,156 ' 0,349 ! Whiting . 9, 580 109
STunts 671,876 ' 16,833 Il Yollow-ta 74, 440 6,504
Hog.fiah 81,000 1 3,480 {i Otherfish .| 637,138 24,317
urel. .. 7,500 | 75 || Oysters .. .. 11,258 008 50, 258
King.fish. 440,000 6,800 Clams 1, 084 | 171
ml,]'-ﬁsh ..... 123,223 0 2,833 ! Comche..... 500 30
ullet, fresh ......... 11,639,615 | 126,172 || Spongo 332, 856 305, 689
Tullet, salted ........ 2,503,703 [ 55,880 f Crabs 6, 240 208
{ullet roe, salted . - 143, 099 13,310 || Craw-fish .. 167, 500 3,150
Ompano, fresh..... 359, 161 17,864 (« Turtled. .... 034, 618 2, 786
ompano, salted. . 23,225 ,236 | Terrapins...... 211, 400 1,250
COTZIO8 Lvunrnenn - 98,200 | 2 450 ]| Alljgator hides. o) 12,450
Pork.figh......... | 11,9062 1,196 || Otter 8kin8.....cevevanen.. ) 14,481
Sallor's choice. ... .. 89, 381 3,108 | e e
rdines . ........ 160, 000 3,000 Totaleeeenrarenennn.. 28,255,210 | 044,793
Sheepshesd .veueeceneenenn- 063, 347 9,793
1179,716 bushels. 33,800 in number. 317,300 in number. 42,036 in number.

THE FISHERIES BY COUNTIES.

Oommerecial fishing is carried on in 16 of the 19 coastal counties,
but most extensively in Mouroe, Escawmbia, and Hills,oro counties.

Vessel fisheries.—The vessel fisheries of the west coast of Florida are
more important than those of any other State in this region. They are
Prosecuted from 8 counties, but principally from Mouroe and Escambia

counties.

In the former the sponge and turtle fisheries are most pron-

inent-, while in the latter the red-snapper fishery occupies the leadiug
Position., The total vessel catch amouuted to 7,221,987 pounds, valued
at 8488,631. The more important of the products are sponges, valued
at 276,295; red snappers, $161,999; oysters, $17,144, and turtles,
816,308, While the shore fisheries yielded a larger quantity of fishery
Products, the value of the vessel fisheries was greater.
FCo0—38
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Shore fisheries.—The total yield of the shore fisheries was 21,033,232
pounds, valued at $456,262. While this isa much larger catch than that
made in the vessel fisheries, the latter is somewhat more valuable, owing
to the large number of sponges taken by vessels. The leading products
in the shore fisheries are mullet, worth $194,362; oysters, $33,114;
sponges, $29,294; pompano, $18,997; trout, $17,672; grunts, $16,833,
and Spanish mackerel, $15,836.

Monroe County ranks first in the value of products handled, followed
by Hillsboro, Manatee, Lee, Franklin, and De Soto counties in the order
named. In the quantity of catch handled Manatee County holds first -
place, followed by Hillsboro, De Soto, Monroe, and Franklin counties.

Detailed figures for each county are given in the following five tables:

Table showing the number of persons employed in the fisheries of the west coast of Florida.

In vessel| On vessels |Shoreorboat| Shores. |
Counties. | fisheries. | transporting.] fisheries. men. Total.
MODroe «ovevncnivanceeieiiiieaiecnnnennas 728 5 783 85 1,801
7Y e P N 267 9 276
ﬁe SOtu? cecccteeceroncanacatamacaateocmanaans 15 12 . !légg 2; %g
ANALOO oveeenieneiiiiaeieaiiinee e [N e ereeeieaaan g

HIUBDOTO < eeceeeceenreceaarnanriinnensns g7 41 340 30 538
Hernando. . 22 2 24
65 6 61

235 9 247

25 2 27

1468 3 149

124 12 136

580 118 761

........................................... 20 1 21

gVnshi:x‘xgton.. ................... i 1?(2) 10 211
anta RO8&B..c..ovuinnninri i, R IS D 1 U PO 16
ECambif o vcvvrceiiaenriciiaciosceanennsn : 220 26 472
Total.ceeeereeiameearencececancracancs 3,430 344 5,011

Table showing by countics the apparatus and capital employed in the fisherice of the west
coast of Florida.

Monroe. I Lee. De Soto. | Manatee. | Hillsboro. jHernando
Designation. T P - —
No. | Value. [ No.| Val. |No.| Val. Val. [No.| Val.
Vessels fishing 80($121,800;. .. .]...... 2|$l, 600] 16$18,2068°.._.].....
Tonnage....... .11,165.45)........ [ PR 13,70 ...... - L ceoefessan
Quttit ............. [ 70,504'.... i 1,638 | 13,604]....[.....
Vessels transporting .. 1 , 6 .. 6, 3,600 26,926]....|.....
Tonnage........... - 19.14)........ | .......... -.-[188.29)....... [N P
Qutfit coooivmvnvnininneidinnnn.n. 225 ceeieeiietliaa . 2,922 ‘ 8,895....0.....
Boat8..o ceverieeiaiinaaa.. 343] 62,942 123| 6,015| 109:$12,5630( 222 13,185 20 $600
Apparatus—veseel fisher- ’
ies:
Seines ..... ..
Turtle nots
Lines......

Sponge appara .- 318)....i.....
App’arntus —shore fisher-
e8:
Seines coecieciineniinnan.

Gill nets.......
Cast nets ......
Trap nets....
Turtle nets ..
Lines

Traps ........... .

Minor apparatus B e . [ DO AU PN
Shore and accessor:

20, 555| ceen

60,0001 .-

168, 4841.... 1, 250

72,305....
! 135, 000
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Table showing by counties the apparatus and capital employed in the fisheries of the west
coast of Florida—Continued.

Citrus. | Lovy. ||Lafnyetto. Taylor. iw‘“‘““"'i Franklin.

Designation. | - —
Value.| No. \anuu.l No. | Value.; No. | Value. No.| Value.. No. |Value.
Veasols fighing . .. $6,020
onnage...... cecesen
Outfit.”. 6,182
Vesuels tra 850
onmage ... leenn oo e e 1275 e
utit D D SO S DO R BOSN FN DNN DU R 160
Boam ceeea 46 | $1,000 | 100 | 8,020 | 14 | $420 ( 67 i$1,710 | 81 {$2,035 213 | 19,216
Pharatus — | | ]
fisheries: l
Alurtlenets.........
Tongs ..........
Spongo apparatus ..|-.... R T . 102
Pparatne —shore J
fisheries: | I
Aot 17 SRR DR PR I J T ] ! [
Gill nets.... |
urtle nets .
Spouge apparatus
Gupg
Traps........... .
Minor apparatus ...|.....
Shore amr accesgory
. Property © 2,100 foo..f 100 (.....
(..nehcupitnl...... cens deeaeals
Total cuenvennennt.nn.. . ;2;:, 472 i ..... II 870 |..... ;
Calhoun. | Washington. | Sauta Rosa. Escambia. ]
Designation. ! ﬂ — T e
’ No. ,Va)uo.l No. | Value. ] No. |Value] No. | Value. | No. | Valuo.
—_— I____ - ———
|
Vossela lahing. - «oeeerfeeeereferees.l 2 { 82,000 1 g1, 200 34 ) $89,775 1547 $241, 201
onnige...o........ TR TN 13. 02, 32 [risaesss
Outfit.l .. .o 000 ] 0 )oeeeienad) 72,840 ..., 179, 259
888els transporting . 20| 32,076
Tounago...-........ .. . 208.70 |.ou......
Outtit.”....... ceenee . e ceeee- i O P 12,302
oatg........... RPN 1,621 ] 130,548
4Apparatus — veasel
fisheries: .
i 67
1,692
1,007
Sp . 9 {36
ongo apparatus .. , 122
Apparatus — shoro
Hsheries:
3008 . ........... 16, 287
Gill nets 22, 998
23¢ nots . 190
rap uets... . 75
Turtle uets . ........ . . 1,586
Lines..... . 2100000 184
slougs .............. }. ?75
Pougo apparatus. 134
9lunsg...l.f ........ 4,458
Lraps ... 122
5 Minor a . 112
hare gy, recessory
Property............lee.o.. 50 loeeeas] 3,100 -io.cl W0 Hoeeennl.. 42, 800 176, 526
Casl eapital ;5000000 [ 2000 Jieenfeeninf o 70, 000 323, 100
| R
Total........... ; ______ 810 |......| 16,150 : ...... |22 ) 284,130 |.eue..... 1,149, 262
| /
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Table showing by counties and species- the yield of the Jfisheries of western Florida.

Monroe.

Lee.

De Soto.

Manatee.

Species.
Lbs.

Value. Yalue. Lba.

Value.

Lba.

Value.

27, 600
18, 600
31, 000
11, 000

Channel bass

Crevalle......
Drur. ceieeeiiieiieiiiia e caaeana
Flounders .

Groupers ..

Grunts ....

Hog-fleh .....
King-fish....
Lady-fish..........._......
Mullet, fresh........._.....
Mullet,saltod......._......
Mullot roe, salted. .
Pompano, fresha..
Pompano, salted .
Porgios........

Pork-fish ......

Sailor’s choice .
“Bardines’..
Sheepshead . .
Snappors,red.... .
Snappers,other............
Spanish mackerel, fresh ...
Spanislt mackerel, salted .

Alligator I
Otter skins ...

-| 10, 000 |

Total ..ceveeuenannn.. 53, 351, 853 i370, 783 ||1, 171,048 f 42, 025 IZ, 841,003 | 45,935 |4,195,134 | 49,160
!
Hillsboro. -Hernando. I Citrus. Lovy. Lafayette.
Species. I
Lbs. |Value. Lbs. ;Value.| Lbs. Ianuo. Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. {Value.
Angel-fsh ......... 15,100
Blue-tish........... 31,114
Channel bass ...... 61, 307
Crevalle.... 12,515

Drum.... 13, 000
Flounders 18, 444
Groupers 127, 000
Grunts ...... 17,333
Mullet, fresh . 1,778, 631

Mullet, salted...... 45,122
Mullet roe, salted.. 1, 840
Pompano, fresh....! 170, 750
Sailor's choice..... 24, 000
Sheepshead. .. 138, 995
Snappers, red......! 275,500
Snnp})ers, other. ... 22,433
Spanish mackerel,

fresh 75, 834

Spotsand croakers.

Sturgeon !
‘I'ront, fresh . ..
‘Whitin

Sponges
Turties ...
Terrapins. .....

Alligator hides . .
Otter skins

........ 13: 812, 744 |03, 327

173,499 | 2,152

130,589 | 2,118

1, 146, 993 |21, 202

186, 100
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Table showing by counties and species the yield of the fisheries of western Florida—Cont'd.

’ Taylor. ’ Wakulla. Franklin. Calhoun.
Species.
, Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Valuo.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. l Value.
¢ ~ |
a2l R PR SRR s ) 5, 000 $100 |....cen.... [eeeerane
Channel bass ... 1,600 | s24 | 20,681 | gdd6’| 29,077
OUDAOr8 .. .. uucenernnnidomemnn oLl 500 |2 P
Grunts .......0000 Jomeesrnnnaloneranns I 3,210 9.,
ullet, fresh......... 11,263 ] 646, 014 9,114 | 206,600
lllllet, salted........ 2,202 1 125,661 | 2,513 ( 801,500
ullet roe, salted. ...
Ompano, fresh ......
.ompano, saltod .....
Sheopshead. .............

Spanish mackerel, fresh .
Panish mackere), salted ..
TDOts and ¢roakers ........
Trout, salted ..

bitin g--n
Oysteors,

]

Tout, fresh ....... feemeeeiyecananann. .

Total .euvennenann.... {1, 029, 200 ) 14,779 ; 857, 135 ’ 14, 348 }2. 178,101 | 62,194 ;
Washiagton. Santa Rosa. Escambia. Total.
Species. —
Lbs. |Value.} Lbs. !Value.| Lbs, , Value.) Lbs. | Value.
Angelflgh o .cucennennnennnn]innnnnnns 14.4soJ $181 1 69,186 ! 31, 606
Anﬁxer-ﬂsh RO R 18,600 | 620
.......... trefemsseesecafeee o 3LOVO | 1,240
| 0,000 10801 284871 | 6,057
L) PRSP NSRS ISURUE: ISUTOSN SRS SR | U I5,000 100
Chaunel bags ... 3,333 | 48 | 236,368 | 8,507
Crovalle .... 14,185 138 | 38,140 494
et N T FOUR FOTTURURL DS SN AR 37,855 622
Flounders .. 34| 32,561 549
. 5,133 | 781,155 { 9, 349
........ 671,876 | 16,833
.................. ] 81,600 8 480
| 7,500 5
. PO SOOI FSUSRINS PRSI 440,000 ; 6,600
208 | : 22,655 | 227 123,223 [ 2633
ullet, fresh. . 115,000 | 1,672 583,100 | 7,775 111,839,015 | 125,172
ullet, salted .. . 426,000 | 13,845 |.ocuonneo liuoiol, 71,428 952 ‘2,503,703 | 55, 880
ullet roo, salted . 32,300 , 3,230 |.... I | i 143,009 | 13,310
*6mpano, fresh ... 16,215 f 835 6, 560 | 890 12, 000 780 | 358,151 | 17 964
ompano, ealted 13,800 | 690 |....... cecevenaedanaeaaa 23,225 | 10938
orélen remenens ; 2,450
Pork.figh.... 1,198
Suilor's choice .. 3,108
Sardines .. .coceiieeiiicfioeaeaisos U P AR r 8, 090
Sheepshead. 6,424 1 128 7,145 143 | 37,802 791 | 3 9,793
Suappers, red ... 102,019 { 3,370 | ©L,555 ( 2,154 [4,861, 113 /156,001 |5, 314, 487 | 171, 234
SADDOIB, ObHOT o . e e eennefonaceereralorereecatonenneesos|onnneesalonsomronaslosonnns . 110,631 | 3,206
Spauish mackerel, fresh ...{ 37,525 | 1,118 | 28,333 850 | 40,1021 1,203 | 456322 | 21,757
Sbanish mackerel, salted.. - 8,833 307 fevenenn.n. R R ST, 23, 67 1,103
Pots and croakers.. .. 19, 095 , 367 26,113 495
turgeon...... PPN PO PR PP PR PO |ES 0, 254 331
Sun-tishes ........ 7,180 223 7,909 238
Trout, fresh... .. 29, 848 { 1,044 | 703,830 | 15,148
‘rout, salted. . N S leemeeo 03,105 | 2524
Whiting . .. 771 9580 109
ollow.tail 18| 173,440 8,504
Other figh. 701§ 537,138 | 24,317
Yaters 1,500 1,258.008 | 50, 258
Clamg, 12777700000 . T0B4 171
ouchy...__......... 80
Ponges............. 305, 589
Tabs . .. 208
Craw-figh 8,150
urtles . .., 22,736
OITADING............. 1,250
Alligator hides ....... 12, 450
Otter akins ..,.......oooo|oooolool Tl T ERE EESToo! NN 14481
Total ............ veel| 926,835 j 29,600 | 182,797 l 4,685 |6, 446, 888 {180, 285 l28,255.210 944, 703
J
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FISHERIES BY APPARATUS.,

Vessel fisheries.—In the vessel fisheries of western Florida purse and
haul seines, lines, turtle nets, sponge apparatus, and tongs were the
only forms of apparatus in use. Much the largest catch was made with
lines—5,840,642 pounds, valued at $171,229, being secured. Of the line
catch 5,032,487 pounds, worth $161,999, consisted of red snappers; the
other species were groupers and king-fish. ‘

The most valuable products were obtained by the spouge apparatus,
302,101 pounds of sponges, worth 276,295, being secured. Qysters and
turtles were taken with tongs and turtle nets, respectively; the value
of the former was $17,144, and of the latter $16,308.

Purseseines were used in Biscayne Bay on the eastern coast for Spanish
mackerel alone, and 70,000 pounds, valued at 87,000, were obtained.

Haul seines, which were used incidentally by several red-snapper
vessels, occupy an insignificant position, as their catch was only 26,392
pounds, valued at $555.

The total yield from all forms of apparatus was 7,221,987 pounds,
valued at 8488,5631.

Shore fisheries,—Gill nets are the most important means of capture in
the shore or boat fisheries, With this form of apparatus 11,847,155
pounds of fish, worth $164,971, were secured. Mullet is by far the most
important fish taken, while the other prominent species were the pom-
pano, Spanish mackerel, trout, and sheepshead.

The seine catch isless than half that of the gill nets, but has a higher
proportionate value. Thetotalis5,956,891 pounds, worth $115,993. The
principal species taken is the mullet, as is the case with gill nets; other
prominent species are Spanish mackerel, trout, and pompano, although
these occupy an insignificant position as compared with the mullet.

The line fishery comes next in importance, yielding 2,081,971 pounds,
valued at $72,443. The greater part of this fishery was carried on in
Mouroe County. The leading species are grunts, red snappers, and
yellow-tail.

Cast nets, turtle nets, trap nets, sponge apparatus, tongs, hooks,
guns, etc., are credited with taking 1,147,215 pounds, valued at $102,855.
The prominent species taken by these forms of apparatus are mullet,
oysters, sponges, alligators, and otters.

In 1897 an act was passed by the legislature prohibiting the use of
“stop nets.” Tor some years the fishermen have been in the habit of
operating with this net, which is an ordinary seine or gill net, by stretch-
ing it across the mouths of small bights, creeks, and rivers along the
coast and holding it in position by means of stakes driven in the bot-
tom. Thisnet,set at high water, when the fish had run in, would preven?
them from runping ont again with the tide, and they could be easily
caught by the fishermen at low water. This fishery was mainly for
mullet. The method was very destructive, as young and old, large and
small, were taken, or else left to die on the bare bottom, and the enact-
ment of this law will doubtless greatly benefit the fisheries.
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Tadle showing by counlies and apparatius the yield of the vessel fisheries of the west
coast of Florida.

Monroe. De Soto. Hillsboro. Levy Franklin,
Apparatus and, PR
speoios. Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. 'anue. Lbs, | Value.| Lbs. Lbs. | Value,
Purgogoines:
Spanishmackerel|........ eeeeeast
Lines:
Groupors...... .. 8,500
King-fish........ 197, 060
Red gnappers....| 5800 4
Total........ 211,300
Turtle nots: i
Turtles cooeuan.. 489, 852 | 15,658 |... ............ RPN 13,000 | $650 |..o.oifeann.an .
ponge apparatus:
Sponges ......... 3,450 | $3,342
ongs :
OySters -.ce..... . . 480,000 | 17,144
Grand total.. 58 650 483,450 | 20, 480
Washington, Santa Rosa. Esoambia. Total.
Apparatus and
apecios. Lbs. Valne. Lbs, Valne, Lbs. | Valuo. Value.
Puree selnes:
Spapish mackerel; 70, 000 $7, 000

Haul selnes:

Lady-fish.
Pompano......
bpnnishmackerel
Spots ceceaeinnenn
ellow-tail .
Total.....-..

Lines:

Groupers ........ 17,806

King-tish ..

Red snnppezé:... 102, 019

Total.eoeevns) 110 824

Turtle nets:

Turtles...oocoevafeanannnns.

Sponge apparatus:

5113 1.0 RPN

ongs:
Oysters .........|.-

Graad total. ‘ T

)5 l.)2

78| 8,500
REX N
N 548 70 0a5_

2,154 !4 711,113

2,230 ;5,208,403

151,741 5,032,487 | 181,899

150, 694 5,840,042 | 171,220

4,350 87
7,800 7
8,212 32
3,515 203
4,075 114
2,340 80
1,400 4
26, 392 555
611,155 6,276
107,000 2,965

502, 852 16,308
302,101 276,285

-1 480,600
B 818 l7 991,087

Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fisheries of the west coast

of Ilorida.
| Monroo. De Soto. Manatoe.
A tus and apecies.
Ppasatus sndop Lbe. | Value. Lbs. Lbs. [Value.
Seinas:

Blue-fish..essesseeennns 3, 000 $250 21, 000 $420
Chanuel basgs - 40, 005 600
Crevalle .....:. 1,500 23
Drum.... 15,000 225
GrOUPOLS «ovnevneeeanas] 13,0001 204 looiooiiiiniemene)omnanniiiioiiiadoani i,
Gr?x?ll'.):rs 3,433 (14
Lady-flaheeoeenoanaaf  T0,000 ) 2,100 Jooooonneoaee et ane i e
M ullet fres 1,245, 545 | 12,455
Mu)lm, salted. 21, 000 &llig

Mullet roo, salt
Pompano, fresh.
Porgies.......
Por ﬂah ceee
“Sardipes ' . .
Sheepshead......c.....

nappers, gray. o

panish mackerel, freah

’

28 113
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Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fisherics of the west coast
of Florida—Continued.

Apparatus and species.

Monroe.

Lbs. ] Value.

Seines—Continued.
Trout, fresh
Yellow-tail
Other fish
Craw-fish

Total

Gill nets:

Cbannel bass
Crevalle
Flounders co-e.......
Grunts ceoceeeenceenans
Mullet, fresh ..........
Mullet, salted.
Mullet roe, salted
Pompano, fresh
Pompano, salted
Sailor’s choice
Sheepshead..........

Snnpi)ers, gray,eto ....[.

Spanish mackerel,fresh

gpanish mackere], salt.|.

rout, fresh
Total .....

Cast nets:
Mullet, fresh ...
Mullet, salted.....
Mullet ros, salted.
Sardines..... P

Total caverevnrnnnns

Tuartle nets:
Turtles...... feveecnan .

Lines:
Amberflsh ..... ceseen .
Angel-fish ........cuee .
Barracuda
Blue-fish
Flounders
Groupers
Grunts ...........eenen
Hog-fish ..oooovnaennann.
King-fish.
Porgles............... .
Pork.fish
Sailor’s choice
Snappers, red
Snnpf;ors, other

anish macker«l
ellow-tail
Other fish
Total

gallor‘s oboice - ...
nappers, gray, €
Yel ow-taif. v

Other fish

200
9, 800
132, 000

cemsvses

424 814

Leo De Soto. d Munnateo.
Lbs. ||Value.| Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value.
|
F T R L N I 13,425 $207

eesvevrren

5, 800
12, 000

| 72,771,003

4,105,134
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aratus the yield of the shore fisheries of the west coast

Florida—Continued.
Hillsboro. Hernando. Citrus. Levy.
Apparatas and species.
Lbs. |Value.] Lbs. [Value.] Lbs. |Value. Lbs. Value.
Seines: .

Channel bags seseeecee. 15,203 $228 leceeseonas|sanssnen
Crevalle...... . 4,515 08 |..

TUID ..o.eo , 000 200 |..
Flounders ... 8, 000 90 ..
Mullet, fresh... 82, 268 830 |..
Mullet, salted.... 9, 667 106
Maullet roe, salted 1, 000 100
Saflor's choice . 2, 000 80
Sheepshead .. .. 25, 635 430
Snappers, gray, 5,100 102

ut, fresh...... , 666 234 |..
Other fish...... 8,000 45 |..
Total ccceenenennnns 189,052 | 2,469 |..... senas|oasccnac|racnsan S P P P .
Giil netlu ik

ngel-fiah ...
Bluge-ﬁsh .
Channel bass
Crevalle .....
Drum....ccvoen..
Flounders .......

Mullet .
Pompano, fresh ........
Sailor's choice .c.......
Sheepshead .......c...s
Snappers, gray, eto. ...
Spanish mackerel, fresh|
Spanish mackerel,

Sturgeon....... veetenne
'l‘rougt.fresh ........... .
WhItIng .cevvmsommrerns
Other fishicceeccaerenes

Total veveeenaonnnn.

Cast nets:
Mullet, fresh.c.ececoaas
urtle nots: .
TUrtles coveeseceeansaas

Linesg
Groupers..
Sheepshead. .
Snappers, red

ceemecsoces

1,608
260
8,630

evecsnadl

ORI RN N JUURPPIN! IOODSNRN Mgl I 381
98,654 | 2,077 | 83,606 , 3,568
RS TS TN HR - IO IR SRR X 8
2,317,602 | 85,430 | 173,400 | 2,162 | 123,589 12, 674
84,000 | 840 {eaeeeneen.
................... ceememeeeiforereeed| 2,000 | 4,150

123, 500

168, 6500

4,355

1" 818, 500

817, 855

24,943 |.

77,084

8,028, 000

67,881
J

1,183,603
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Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fisheries of the weit coast
of Ilorida—Continued.

Lafayette. Taylor. Wakulla. Franklin.
Apparatus and species.
Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value.| Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value.
Selnes:
Chanpel bass P 8,448 $127 26, 977 $405
Flounders -...ceeeseecs|oncceccanafocsecace|onvacccenensoncens 500 2 P P
Mullet, fresh .oc.coeoo]iiemnieear]onceenniforeanioaaddiaciaees 51, 500 713 143, 500 1,436
Mullet, 82I68A. - . ooennfaneneeene]eacenancfoavennnnnasfoscaenn. 49, 245 885 | 616,500 | 15,330
Mullet 106, 821t8@ .ccceo]iecienmncfoncenar|oereniecnelonacaens s 8 180 20, 6 2,066
Pompano, fresh co..ooofoceeeniiifoenniiieforaanaceniaeiianifooiieeaoaalonas veee 5, 000 160
Sheepehead ..ccocmveuederreeneeridecsnee]ociniianaleceaaces 1,802 20 21,345 402
Spanish mackerel,freshf....c.oooofeereceni]immniieanifionienecfocoeeaaelianecens 11,000 275
Spots and croakers «--.fccccveieei|ocmiacidaeencienai]eeaeaan, 1,109 18 2,200 33
rout, fresh . cameseen 7,585 181 158, 0V0 2,745
B4 11717 R P LTl LT PRI FEPSTRR TR AT PR PPN Er T 1,300 20
Total ceecencinrennsfoonaceaceloannns P A P, pe..] 122,004 | 2,312 | 1,008,482 | 22,862
Gill nets:
Channel bass .ceeunn.. 1, 600 $24 21,238 318 8,000 45
GruDt8 -eveeencenccccenfoccanrnaes|osaseacefonssociecrefeaaeesc 3,210 1 49 hoee.ociioceficancnn.
Mullet, fresh........... 153, 000 1,430
Mullet, salted. ......... 185, 000 4,820
Mullet roe, salted...... 8,500 850
Pompano, fresh........ 1,100 33
Sheepshead ............ , 225 231
Spanishmackerel,fresh 2,600 110
Spots and croakers -... 700 35
Trout, fresh ..eecceaans 36,800 577
Total cecveenennann.| 186,100 , 2,472 | 1,029,200 | 14,770 | 723,941 [ 11,408 ] 403, 926 7,631
Tartle nets: |
Turtles..ceeeeceee.. PR P eeseenes|erescececnciaas P RN CE 2,144 150
Lines: |
Cat-fish.....o.... O vecnsscees 5, 000 100
Sheepshead....c....... B I TS cesreccnns 12,100 217
Total ........ S U AR eeeeeeees|oaesan.| 17,100 317
Miscellaneous:
SPONPEB «eevavcncnceanclonnacnsans - 2, 500 1,760
Oysters.......... eeean R vees 370 262, 500 8, 000
Alligator hides ..oeuifoacnanen. 240 {veeunnn I 285
Otter BKiNS «ooveavrenccfoaeonenans eeotiioee 18 |..... — 713
TOtal ceeeaeevemcceefmeannnat]oennnnns TR U 11,100 | 628 | 265,000 | 10,748
Grand total........| 186,100 | 2,472 l 1,029,200 | 14,779 | 857,135 | 14,348 | 1,604,051 | 41, 708
Calhoun. ‘Washington, Santa Rosa. Escambia.
Apparatus and species,
Lbs. | Value.| Lbs., | Value.| Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value.
Seines:
Angel-fiBheseisieisaccnes]ocacencsfoaseeanafoaasan U PO comsens ceroeas 14,488 $181
Blue-fish eoceeeeeneenn.. 16, 800 $338 8,726 175 99, 000 1,980
Channel bass . . 1,310 20 2,100 32 8,338 | - 48
Crevalle ceeeeevanecnannn-e 2,268 29 1,100 17 14,165 138
Flovnders .ccc.eeceeaean- 403 18 825 18 734 34
Lady-tish.c.ccoane.... R O PR 286, 056 261 1,300 13 22,655 227
Mullet, fresh c.eceeen.... 8, 000 $120 | 115,000 | 1,672 53, 000 707 583, 100 7,775
Mullet, salted.....ccee.e.. 97,000 ) 2,425 | 414,000 | 13,455 |.cereccvecs]iennrenfoncannnns serfenneocan
Mullet roe, salted........| 4,000 400 31,000 ] 8,100 feeeeiecacfrairnaiforaneoaaaa]iannan..
Pornpano, freat .avneeesraleannseos|os ens 12,7004 7321 6,500 | 390 12, 000 780
Pompano, salted ......... 2, 000 100 13, 800 600 |..eeenen.nte PO PO PO
Sbeepshend ...... O N I PR 6,424 128 7,145 143 37,802 721
Spanish mackerel, fresh..{........]ccoconan 82,700 981 28, 333 850 80, 000 800
Spanishmackerel, salted.| 2,300 104 8,833 Fo1 1 PO R o PO P
Spots and croakers ...... 20 17, 355 337
Sun-fishes ...cceeeaceee.- PP 7,180 223
‘Trout, fresh .coeeeaee--.. 4 21,438 750
Trout, salted ........
Whiting ..eeca..s
Yelow-tail ............ vefeanaenns O R PO [ S 7,160
Other fish ......... 21,083 216 814 12 57,860 701
T - RO (RS PR P N N cene 720 16
Tot8l ceennersoreesss.|125,800 | 8,620 | 753,204 | 24,040 | 112,742 | 2,446 036,257 | 14,993
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Table showing by counties and apparatus the yield of the shore fisheries of the west coast
of Florida—Continued.

Calhoun. Washington, Santn Rosa. Escambia.
Apparatus and sp : e
Lba. | Value.| Lbs. | Value.| Lbs. [ Value Lbs. Value.
Gill nota:
Channel bass cceoncennenan]onrecnns 500 $8
Mullot, salted. ....ceaen - 12, 000 390
Mullet ros, salted ........ 1, 300 130
Spanish mackerel, fresh.. 750 23
TLONL, fTO8R «.vvnsneecanelsamrenns|ronmacesfonossmmaae|ocneeons
Trout, salted «.coeeemenaafoacee.nn 3, 105 124
. Total ceveverenieeanafooannn.. 17, 655 675
Lines:
Groupers ceeceeceue-en--.
Snappers, red
Total eeemvennnnenannt
Miscellaneous: :
Oysters....cceceenvecan-. 21,000 | L) U R T | 35, 000 1, 600
Grapd total.......... i 791,859 | 25,825 | 112,742 | 82,448 l ‘1, 229, 185 J 23,472
SUMMARY.
Apparatus and species. Lbs. , Value. Apparatus and spocies. Lus. Value.
Seincs: Cast netae
Angelflsh....ceeveceanes 14, 486 $181 Mullet, fresh cocevennn... 41,100 $563
Blue-fish .....ooevecniannas 148,625 3,163 Mullet, salted ... .ee 75 15
Chanuel baes.cooeeeeaen-s 97,371 1,460 Mullet roe, salted. . 100 10
Crovalle...cocceenmnoecacs 23,540 275 “Sardines” ceeveveeeannn 18, 000 450
Drum coceeeceecercaneenes 28, 0600 425 Jo—— —————
Flounders PO 7,062 162 Total.eoeaeeioaanns. | 59, 850 1,028
Groupers....c.c.oveeecenas 13, 000 204 [———| =
GrUNLA cacenecennnnonaces 41,333 1,017 || ‘Curtle nets: |
Lady-fish....ccaceeeeet PP 120, 011 2, 601 ‘Turtles ...ocoeeecennnnen | 131, 044 i 6,412
Mullet, fresh ............. 2,423,925 27,844 —_————
Mullet, salted ........ aeee] 1,021,845 44,555 || Lines:
Mulletroe, salted......... 111,3 10, 080 Amberflh.eeeeoaiiae 18, 800 620
Pompano, fresh.....oooent 41, 088 2,206 Angel-figh...c..ooo.. e 22, 000 1,038
Pompuno, salted.......... 15, 800 780 Barracudf.eceacececavens 31, 000 1, 240
orgies .. 1,000 20 Blue-fish «oovieeennenante , 000 667
Pork-fish 500 50 Cat-fish ..ocoovnenneenaas 5, 000 100
Sailor’s choice 2,000 30 Flounders....... e 155 16
“Sardines’’ . 132, 000 2, 640 GTOUPETB.erveenaeneenns 145, 000 2,630
Sheepshead .. . 123, 756 2,214 Grunts..... eeeaanenans §73, 000 14,525
Snappers. gray, ete - 16, 100 409 Hog-firh....cocae.t. . 74,750 , 185
Spanish mackerel, fresh.. 115,033 3,495 Kingflsh eceeeeneaneneaet 243, 000 8, 045
Spanish mackerel, nalted . 11,133 501 POrglod..eeeeeccescaenns 91,800 2,295
Spots and croakers....... 21, 064 408 POrk-fish veweecoacens 9,462 046
Sun-fishes. . Sailor'a choioe. - ... 19, 066 1,907
Trout, fresh Sheepshead ..... 23,214 888
‘Lrout, salted . Spappers, red...... 282, 000 9, 236
Whiting ....- Snappers, other ... 37,070 1,010
Yellow-tail... Spanish mackerel ....... 12, 000 400
Other sh .... Yellow-tail........ 59, 183 5,013
Craw-flah .... Other fish ...... veeeeeens 427,721 22,186
Turtles .......-
TOtal. eemennanamnensns Totaleeeuenennrnnenns] 2,081,071 72,448
Gill nets: Miscellaneous :
Angel figheecceciaeieaneas Angol-fiBh....oeveaneann. 5, 600 242
Blue-tish ... Groupers. ... 12, 000 280
Channel bas Grunts.... 31, 000 775
Crevalle.... Hog-fish... 8,850 205
Drum.... Porgies. .. 5,400 185
Flounders Pork-fish .... 2,000 200
Grants..... Sailor's choice. .. 1,113 113
Mullet, fresh . Snappers, gray, elo 11,264 439
Mullet, salted .. Yellow-tail.. - 5, 547 655
Mullet roe, salte Other flsh . . 15, 960 873
Pompano, fresh. Spongos ... 30,755 29, 204
Pompano, salted Crabs ..... 6, 240 208
Sailor's choice Craw-flah . 25, 500 610
Sheepshead. .. Clams coeeennennennnnnnnn. 7,084 171
Snappers, gray, Conehd .overvvienaeanannn 500 80
Spaoish mackerol, f1 .. 3 [SX7:370) ¢ RO 778,008 83,114
Spanish mackerel, salted . 12, 446 602 || Torrapin.. 11, 400 1,250
Spots and croakers . 1,809 57 Aligator MA68.ce e oeu]orennnnnanns 12,450
Sturgeon......... 9, 254 431 Otter BKIDR. .voneennnecsionencanannns 14,481
Trout, fresh . 487, 608 10, 817 |
Trout, salved 3,105 124 Total.oeeeeearenannns 956, 221 95, 415
hiting ... 600 12
Other fish ... 1,410 39 Grand total .ev-nee-- 21,033,232 | 456,262
Total...c.ovvuennne- .. 11,847,165 | 164, 971 l
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NOTES ON CERTAIN FISHERIES.

The sturgeon fishery.—Sturgeon are quite numerous in nearly all riv-
ers on the west coast of Fiorida north of Cedar Key during their regu-
lar season, but very little attention has been given to their capture. In
1896 a fishery was started on the Suwanee River and a few were secured,
and it is likely that the fishery will be carried on more extensively here-
after. No caviar was put up during this first season.

The mullet fishery.—So far as the number of persons employed, quan-
tity and value of apparatus used, and quantity of catch are concerned,
this is the most important fishery in the State. Mullet have appeared
along the shores in such abundance each year that the fishermen
have thought the supply inexhaustible until within the last year or
two. In 1897 a law was passed forbidding the catching of any fish
from June 15 to August 15, and of mullet alone from November 15 to
December 31, except with cast nets and hook and line. The existence
of this law explains part of the decrease that has taken place, as it went
into effect in 1897 and thus shortened the fishing season. '

The main cause of the decrease lies further back than this, however.
Prior to 1896 a large business in salted mullet was carried on with
Cuba, but this trade was practically abandoned in 1896, owing to the
high tariff imposed on imported fish as a consequence of the revolu-
tion in Cuba. Previous to this time the salt-fish trade with Cuba had
been virtually controlled by Americans. Now that conditions in Cuba
are more favorable, this trade will probably revive and prove a boon
to the Florida fishermen.

There was formerly a great deal of waste in the handling of fresh
mullet, owing to the softening of the fish during transportation from
the camps to the shipping centers. As the camps are scattered many
miles up and down the coast, and sailing vessels are generally used,
when head winds are encountered the whole cargo might be lost, as the
fish were merely stowed in the hold in bulk with a little cracked ice
thrown on them. Nearly all of the transporters are now fitted with
refrigerators, in which the fish are stored, and brought to market with
very little loss, even though the vessels should be detained.

An important feature of the mullet fishery is the large number of
transporters used in it. In 1897 there were employed 27 vessels, with
an aggregate tonnage of 255.95, which were valued, with their outfits,
at $44,268. These were manned by 58 men.

The following table shows the catch of mullet for gix different years:

1878. 1880. 1889, 1890, 1885. 1897.
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs.
Mullet, fresh cooieaeiaanae.. 1,058, 083 8,794, 580 | 10, 650,959 | 12,310,053 | 11,639,61>

Mullet, salted ...cocoonnee-s 2,504,422 |.. 2,728,785 | 2,968,254 | 5,714,134 2, 503, 703
Mullet, smoked......caeeee- . k.
Mullet roe, salted 244, 080 208, 549 209, 001 143,999

Total ..ovveeennnnnancs 3,569, 167 | 2,025,250 | 11,771,951 | 13,920, 962 18, 324,148 | 14,287,817
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The red-snapper fishery.—Pensacola is the center of this fishery, but it
is also prosecuted incidentally from Key West, Tampa, St. Petersburg,
and Cedar Key. The catch landed at Pensacola is greater than at all
other points in the United States combined. While there has been a
decrease since 1895 in the number of vessels engaged, the total catch
has increased, as well as the average catch per man and per vessel.

Table showing the number of vessels, tonnage, and men employed in the red-snapper fishery.

No. of No.of No. of | ! No.of
Year. v“sels."l’onnage. mnen. Yoar. vessels.: Tonnage.!: men.
|

11| 828.22 60 ] 1883.uceieincranancons 24| 662.91 133

13 378.95 71 25| 577.96 140
11| 323.47 57 27 ( 751.66 163 -

0] 207.10 54 33| 1,149.10 231

11| 28212 60 35| 9H0.25 218

14| 80211 k¢t 3¢ | 973.65 218

21| 458.03 108 42 | 1,200.62 280

26 | 1732.89 160 36 | 1,080.08 235

Catch of red snappers by vessels and by boats.
' 1895, 1897.
‘ Lbds. Valuo. Lbas. Value.
Caught DY VEBBOl8. ceennrsmearoecncernnsaneanesamernnnss | 4,587,715 | $144,855 | 4,874,087 |  $157,265
Caught by boatd..cceeemeancnceenas eee . ! 195, 815 6,959 150, 000 6,250
Total ceecur-e e metameiaanaeannetacnaaennnnt ‘ 4,783,530 | 151,814 | 5,024,687 | 162,516
Comparative summary of the Pensacola red-snapper catoh.
Average catch.

Year. Lbs. —_—

Per vessel.| Per man.

1880 .- o oo veseeeeessemsessessssanassassencaataaattasasasmatascaonas 1, 450, 000 103, 571 20, 423
1884 .... .| 2,880,800 05, 232 17, 008
1889 .. ...| 8,554,176 101, 648 16, 304
BT RSO PP PP PR P 4,144, 842 121,907 19,013
805 et 4,587,715 109, 281 18, 385
1897 (AIGOR] FOAT)-ovvnevmesnremsenmssrsnasasnsussssnnasenantantitaces 4, 874, 687 185, 408 20, 743

The principal snapper banks of the Gulf lie between Mobile Bay and
Cedar Key. They are fished during the warmer months; the rest of
the time the vessels go to the Campeche Banks off the Yucatan coast.
There is no appareut diminution in the abundance of the fish on these
banks, Groupers are also taken in this fishery, being found on the
banks in company with the red snappers; but the fishermen do not seek
them especially, as they bring a very low price.

Several New Orleans vessels land their catch at Pensacola when they
are fishing in the eastern part of the Gulf, whence it is sent to their
home port.
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The sponge fishery.—This fishery, which is not operated elsewhere
in the United States, is of great importance to Florida. Next to the
manufacture of cigars, it is the leading industry of Key West. Itis
prosecuted from Key West, Tarpon Springs, and Apalachicola. The
sponges are landed principally at Key West and Tarpon Springs,
although a few were sold last season at St. Marks and Apalachicola.
They are purchased at auction by buyers for firms in the Northern
States, who prepare them for market at their warehouses in the three
places named.

The following table shows the catch for five years by vessels hailing
from the above-named ports:

1880. 1889. . 1880. 18065. 1897,

Plaoce.
Lbs. | Value.| Lbas, | Value. | Lbs. | Value. | Lbs. | Value. | Lbs. | Value.
Koy Wesat ...... - 307, 595 {$367, 954 (358, 467 |$427, 375 280,372 $344, 015 (270, 006 ($277, 197
Tarpon Springs .- --.. .. B ISR RS DS NSRS 16,344 | 27,188 | 56,000 | 23.300
Cedar Key...... . 852 965 4,160 5,000 2,048 b {1 S [ SR
St. Marks....... 980 090 640 L1 T R P e P,
Apalachicola ...|....... 7,022 | 11,1798 | 3,505 5,667 | 7,356 { 11,981 | 5,050 5,092
Total..... 207, 000|$200. 750|316, 559 | 881,087 366,772 | 438, 682 (306, 120 | 386, 871 (332,856 | 305, 589

The fishery has varied considerably during the past eight years,
especially as regards the prices realized. While the catch of 1897 was
larger than that for 1895, the value for the latter year is $81,282 more,
the sponges taken in 1897 being of a poorer quality than in 1895.

In 1895 the sponge fleet consisted of 119 vessels and 200 boats. In
1897 102 vessels and 184 boats were engaged. The decrease is attrib-
utable to the poor season of 1896 and to the hurricane of September 29
of that year, which sank a number of vessels and seriously damaged
others,

According to the reports of fishermen and others interested in the
business, the sponges are decreasing in number, while inferior grades
are now being secured. Iformerly most of the sponges were taken in
10 feet depth of water, while now some of the sponging operations are
conducted in water as deep as 45 feet, which is about the limit at which
the fishery can be successfully prosecuted under the methods which
now prevail.

. Artificial propagation has been urged for some time by the most far-

sighted fishermen and dealers, but the lack of suitable laws permitting
the ownership of land for this purpose has heretofore prevented. In
1897 such a law was passed, allowing ¢any person or persons owning
lands bordering upon the waters of the State to propagate and grow
sponges in the waters in front of such lands to a depth not exceeding 1
fathom at low tide, and they shall have the exclusive right to sponge
or propagate and grow sponges within such limits.” Itisquite certain
that good will result from the adoption of this law if the growers are
properly protected.
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The oyster fishery—There are extensive natural oyster deposits on
the west coast of Florida, the most important of which are in De Soto,
I.Iillsboro, Levy, Franklin, Washington, and Escambia counties. Ever
Since 1890 the oyster industry has been on the decline. In that year
2,597,567 pounds, valued at $93,692, were secured, while in 1897 only
.1,258,008 pounds, valued at $50,258, were taken. Excessive tonging
18 responsible for a part of the decrease, and much damage is attributed
to the severe storms which visit this coast, and to severe frosts when the
beds were exposed at low water. The beds suffer little, if any, from the
Principal enemies of the oyster in other regions—starfishes and borers.

The greatest decrease is in Franklin Qounty, where the catch fell off
785,782 pounds.

In 1890 there were 2 oyster canneries in operation in this section,
both in Franklin County; and they were still operating in 1897. Owing
to the scarcity of »ysters, it is customary for the larger of these can-
neries to shut down every other year, the output of both being con-
trolled by one firm. Since this investigation was made a cannery has
been started in Hillsboro County.

The decrease in the productiveness of the natural beds has led to
the institution of oyster-culture, especially in Hillsboro Bay, Manatee
River, at Cedar Key, and in Escambia and East bays, but oyster culti-
vation has not been generally taken up, and public sentiment is not
yet sufficiently in favor of it to secure planted beds from poaching.

The turtle fishery—Among the most valuable of the fishery products
of Florida is the turtle, of which there are three species, the green, the
loggerhead, and the hawksbill, In 1890 this fishery was prosecuted
In 8 counties, while in 1897 it was carried on only in Monroe, Levy,
Franklin, and Escawmbia counties. The total catch in 1897 was 634,616
pounds, valued at $22,736, and of this 546,752 pounds, worth 817,770,
Wwere taken in Monroe County. Monroe and Levy counties are the only
ones that employ vessels in this fishery.

Turtles are gradually becoming scarce in Florida. Monroe County
is the only one that shows an increase over the 1890 figures. In that
Year 297,157 pounds, valued at $15,866, were taken in this county,
while in 1897 the catch was 546,752 pounds, worth $17,770. The greater
part of this increase is due to the capture of turtles along the Yucatan
coast by vessels trading in that region. These vessels carry turtle
nets and use them whenever possible. They also buy turtles from Yuca-
tan people, but these are not shown in the statistical tables.

In a number of counties where turtles were formerly quite common
none are taken now. This is largely owing to the fact that turtle eggs
have been eagerly sought for. The turtle should be protected during
the breeding season, and the eggs should never be taken.

Very little use is made of turtles other than in the fresh state. A
Key West firm began the preparation of green turtle soup in 1896 and
has been very successful.
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An idea of the extent of the turtle industry of Florida in past years
can be gained from a glance at the following table:

Counties. 1880. 1889, 1890. ! 1895. ‘ 1897.

1

|

| . s. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs.
MONI08.ceteeianiersiesietnerianiiosssesncscscssansonncennens 201, 695 207, 157 410, 142 546, 762
Lee........... . | . 3, 50
De Soto
MANATEO. . cviitiiiiiicieiinrreaecaccearanes
Hillsboro .cocveveeninnanao... ..
D PN
Franklin ..ooooeiaoainiii.e
Washington.......o..........
Santa ROBA.covvivirriiiiceieerieicnnitrsenscnceans ;
E8cambia overeiiiiiiii it iiiei e iceenees i

180,000 | 439,880 | 476,034 | 530,977 634, 016

FISHERIES OF ALABAMA.

Alabama has a much shorter coast line than any other State in the
Gulf region. The more extensive and valuable section of the coast of
the State consists of the shores of Mobile Bay and Mississippi Sound.
Mobile Bay extends inland for a distance of about 40 miles, and is the
only important indentation. The Mobile River,alarge stream formed by
the junction of the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, flows into its head-
waters., Mississippi Sound extends along the shore of Alabama west of
Mobile Bay, the two bodies of water being connected by Grant Pass.

The two counties of the State which reach the coast and are inter-
ested in fisheries are Mobile County on the west and Baldwin County
on the east of Mobile Bay. The city of Mobile, located on the west
side of the bay in Mobile County, is the principal fishing and trade
center. There are several small settlements in both counties which are
to some extent fishing localities, the most important being Mon Louis
Island, Dauphin Island, Coden, and Bayou Labatre, in Mobile County;
Bromley, Daphne, Point Clear, Fish River, Magnolia Springs, Bonse-
cour, and Shell Banks, in Baldwin County.

The fishing interests of this State are divided into three principal
branches, viz, the vessel fisheries, the shore or boat fisheries, and the
trade in fishery products. The persons employed on the fishing vessels
numbered 150, on boats in the shore fisheries 443, and in packing and
fish houses of various kinds 196, a total of 789,

The number of vessels engaged in fishing was 53, having a value,
including their outfits, of 850,945; the number of boats employed in
the shore fisheries was 254, valued at $12,939; the apparatus used on
vessels and boats, consisting of seines, trammel nets, lines, tongs, and
spears, was valued at $9,205; the value of the shore and accessory
property employed in the fishery trade was $49,350, and the amount
of cash capital utilized $42,750; a total investment, including the cash
capital, of $165,189,

The products of the fisheries consisted of 2,846,009 pounds of fish,
valued at $72,797; 73,200 hard crabs, or 24,400 pounds, valued at $505;
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40,600 pounds of shrimp, valued at $G09; 1,121 terrapin, or 2,934
pounds, valued at $320; and 255,063 bushels, or about 102,025 barrels,
of oysters, the meats of which weighed 1,785,438 pounds aud were
worth $60,207; a total of 4,699,381 pounds, having a value of $134,438.

The yield of the fisheries of this State in 1897 can not be regarded
as fairly representing the annunal average, from the fact that the
enforcement of a quarantine in the months of September, October, and
the early part of November, in consequence of the yellow-fever epi-
demic which prevailed during that period, seriously interfered with
the prosecution of the industry and caused a considerable falling off
in the products, especially those of the oyster fisheries.

The three tables which follow show by counties the number of per-
sons employed, the number and value of vessels and boats, the quantity
and value of apparatus of capture, the value of shore and accessory
property, the amount of cash capital, and the quantity and value of the
products of the fisheries of Alabama in 1897.

Table showing by counties the number of pge;aom employed in the fisheries of Alabama
in 1897,

How engaged. Bnldwin.l Mohbile. | Total.

|

On vessels fishing...... | 105 150

Roat or shore fishermen 273 443

SHIOTOBION » evvme v vnsenmmmemmenesstesssssmeasssnmensomaossanmmsnnacoseosss 106 196
POtALl. cceeeecreacactacnscacanonsanssosscecrtastsencrasenranarecooers 215 574 789

Table showing by counties the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fisheries of
Alabama in 1897.

Baldwin. Mobile. | Total.

Jtems. e e e
No. Value. No. | Value. No. Value.

$14, 350 34 | $26,025 53 $40, 376

TONES cecurremnroenenses
Agpnratua—shore fisheries

Seines
Trammel nets

¥ C 99—9
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Table showing by counties and specics the yield of the fisheries of Alabama in 1897.

Baldwin. Mobile. Total.
Species. —

Lbs. Value. Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value.
Angel-fish . oo.ionimmiacenaate. . 3, 300 350 2,700 $65 8, 000 $115
Black bass . 25, 200 1, 764 15, 800 1,108 41, 000 2, 870
124,480 | 2,490 80, 020 1,604 204, 500 4,004
109, 200 1,638 78,800 1,234 188,000 | * 2,872
122, 200 4,277 90, 800 3,148 2133, 000 7,425
7,350 110 4, 650 70 12, 0600 180
Croakers. ...coeeeeemecacaeciecacaneanas 246,800 | 3,703 170,200 [ 2,453 417,000 6,156
DIUM..ccceceranrenananncceccesamanccos 3, 800 59 2,100 32 6, 000 Hl
Flounders «ceceeemennncecacsnsvmmmnaesnc- 18,2 637 28, 800 965 47, 000 1,602
Groupers ... coocmneconcaceccimenaecnces 9, 000 135 60, 000 900 69, 000 1,035
Mullet, fresh....cvcoeiicanemcnnnanans 297, 400 4,388 203, 90C 4,099 591, 300 8,487
Mullet,salted ... coooeoumiimimiiaaaa i ecce i enfonciasns 6, 000 195 6, 000 185
Porch.cceieiareccaareaaionreccncanceoans 3,000 120 2,000 80 5, 000 200
Pickorel eeecenimaiciacneeieiaaniaaianas 2, 500 38 1, 500 23 4, 000 61
Pin-fish 2, 500 38 1, 23 4 61
Pompano .. 37,500 |- 2,025 22,800 | 1,587 60, 300 4,212
Red snapper. 35, 000 1,225 300, 000 | 10,500 335, 000 11,725
Sheepshead .. 49, 000 1,715 37, 800 1,234 86, 800 2, 949
Spanish mack 46, 600 2,330 38,800 ! 1,630 85, 500 3. 060
Spots. . 53, 300 811 33, 700 1,132 87, 000 1,943
Sun-fish 28, 828 1,044 79, 509 2,783
Trout.... 158,200 [ 5,138 296, 100 9,711
AV DILIDg . <o omoeaenensanmeceeemammnennal 2,000 |70 el 2, 000 70
Crabs, hard 24,400 505 a 24, 400 505
Shrimp ...... 40, 600 800 40, 600 609
Terrapin..... .. 2,934 320 b 2,934 820
Oysters. c.ooovnimmrinienacceieeaes 471,940 | 23,690 1,313,498 | 36,517 | ¢l, 735,438 60, 207
Total eoeeen v iaaeacceemennns 1,857, 951 | 58,225 | 2,841,430 | 76,213 | 4,699,381 | 134, 438

@ 73,200 in number. b 1,121 in number. ¢ 255,063 bushels.

The vesstl and shore fisheries.—The principal fisheries prosecuted in
Alabama are the seine and trammel-net fisheries, the red-snapper fish-
ery, and the oyster fishery. In addition to these, cat-fish and crabs are
taken with trot lines, and flounders are caught in small quantities with
spears.

The oyster fishery is of much greater importance than any other
branch, and is engaged in by a large number of vessels and boats.
The season begins about the 1st of September and continues until the
latter part of April, although oysters are taken to a greater or less
extent in nearly every month of the year. Tongs are the only appa-
ratus of capture used. The oysters, as they are sold by the fishermen,
are divided into three principal grades. These are the plauts, cullens,
and reefers. The plants and cullens are obtained chiefly fromn the
planted grounds in Bon Secours Bay, a small indentation of Mobile Bay
at the lower end of Baldwin County, and also from the planted grounds
in Heron Bay and vicinity, which is in the lower part of Mobile County,
on Mississippi Sound. The reefers are from the natural reefs in Mobile
Bay and Mississippi Sound. The prices received for the different
grades of oysters fluctuate more or less, but average from $1.25 to $1.50
a barrel for plants, $1 a barrel for cullens, and about 60 cents a barrel
for reefers. The greater part of the catch is sold to the dealers at Mobile.

It was formerly customary for a number of the vessels to engage in
buying the oysters from the tongers and transporting them to Mobile.
The profits of this enterprise, never very large, finally became so small
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that it was practically abandoned, and the vessels and boats now carry
their own catch to market. Aside from the grades of oysters above
referred to, considerable quantities are obtained from the natural reefs
for canning purposes. These are sold at Biloxi, Miss., and also to a
cannery which has recently been built at Bayou Labatre, the price
received being from 25 to 30 cents a barrel. Oysters are also taken in
the spring, after the market season is over, for planting purposes, for
which the tongers receive 10 cents a barrel delivered on the planting-
grounds. They consist of oysters and shells together. The quantity
of oysters taken by vessels was 894,915 pounds, or 51,138 barrels,
valued at $40,881; the quantity taken by Loats was 890,253 pounds, or
50,887 barrels, valued at $19,326; a total, exclusive of oysters for
planting purposes, of 102,025 barrels, having a value of $60,207, or
nearly one-half the entire value of the fishery products of the State.
The oysters taken by vessels included a much larger proportion of the
better grades than those taken by boats; hence their value was pro-
portionately greater.

Seines are used to a limited extent on vessels, but are chiefly
operated by small boats. The greater number of these are fish seines,
and vary in length from 60 to 100 fathoms each, having a depth in the
center of 10 to 15 feet and narrowing at the ends to 5 or 6 feet. They
are made of cotton twine and cost, according to their size and quality,
from $40 to $100 each. The size of the mesh, stretched, is about 2
inches in the center and 3 inches in the remainder of the net. A few
shrimp seines are also used. These are made of lighter twine and are
usually a little longer than the fish seines, aud cost from $60 to 3125
each. The catch taken by vessels in seines consisted of 22,200 pounds
of fish, valued at $873, and 20,000 pounds of shrimp, valued at $300;
the catch by boats was 117,026 pounds of fish, valued at $2,477, and
20,600 pounds of shrimp, valued at $309; a total of 179,826 pounds of
fish and shrimp, having a value of $3,959.

The most important apparatus used in the capture of inshore species,
locally termed *beach fish,” are the tranmel nets. These are used to
a considerable extent on both vessels and boats. The nets are made
of cotton twine, and are divided in two sections, each section being 40
fathoms long and costing about $25 or 850 for the entire net. The
size of the mesh in the outside webs is from 10 to 12 inches, and in the
inside web about 2} inches stretched. The quantity of fish taken in
trammel nets by vessels was 221,700 pounds, valued at $4,405, and by
boats 2,052,608 pounds, valued at $51,538; a total of 2,274,208 pounds,
having a value of $55,943.

The red-snapper fishery, which has heretofore been carried on in an
irregular manner in this State, was recently established at Mobile, and
may grow to much larger proportions in the course of a few years. It
is exclusively a vessel fishery, with hand lines as the apparatus of
capture. There were five vessels engaged in it, four of which operated
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during the entire year. The yield of this fishery was 335,000 pounds
of red snappers, valued at $11,725, and 69,000 pounds of groupers,
valued at $1,035; a total of 404,000 pounds of fish, having a value of
$12,760.

The fisheries with trot lines and spears are carried on with small
boats and are not extensive. The quantity of cat-fish taken with trot
lines was 12,000 pounds, valued at $240, and ot hard crabs, with trot
lines rigged especially for that purpose, 24,400 pounds, valued at $505.
Flounders are the only species taken with spears, the quantity being
17,000 pounds, valued at $550. There were also 2,509 pounds of ter-
rapin, valued at $274. These were picked up in the marshes without
the use of apparatus.

The vessel fisheries slightly predominate in the quantity and value
of oysters obtained, but are otherwise of much less importance than the
ghore fisheries. The products taken by vessels aggregated 1,563,815
pounds, valued at 859,219, and by boats 3,136,566 pounds, valued at
$75,219. This includes oysters, which are represented by the weight of
the meats on a basis of 174 pounds to the barrel in the shell.

The following tables exhibit by counties, species, and apparatus the
quantity and value of products taken in the vessel and shore fisheries
of Alabama in 1897:

Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the vessel fisheries of
Alabama in 1897.

Baldwin. Mobile. | Total.
Apparatus aud species.
Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. | Lbs. Value.
Seines:
Angel-fish.ccoee.-. ertasnsrans 1,200 $42 1, 200 $42
Blue-fish........... e 1, 500 60 1,500 80
Channel bass or red-fish 3, 000 105 38, 000 105
Croakers .. ce- 600 0 600 9
Pompano .. N P . 1,600 105 1, 500 105
Sheepshoad Y P P 3, 000 105 3,000 105
Spanish TOACKOTEl. . eeeaeemaecoaccnaaaa|oacacaoacennloananann 1,500 % 1,500 75
PrOU. ccceveraaerarccssnanaancransasac|consecceaans]ceccenns 9, 900 372 9, 900 372
Shrimp .ccveveeccereerrccacscssossonnafoaccrccaceanfoavenses 20,000 300 20, 000 300
I T TR IO SO 42,200 | 1,173 42,2001 1,173
Trammel nets:
Channel bass or red-fish 2, 000 $70 13,400 469 15, 400 539
Croakers.. 1, 000 15 2, 0600 30 3,000 46
FLOUDAOLS veeveacereeremeomearsamssanalocecnsomsanaliceee.us 400 16 400 16
Mullet..... 30, 000 374 124,000 | 1,550 154, 000 1,824
Pompano . . 1, 000 T0 |ceceeeceacanfoncecnns 1,
Sheepshead . . 2, 000 70 600 18 2,500 88
Spanish mackerel.......coeeeee . 1, 500 [ (-3 IS P 1, 600 75
SPOLS . ccnvceecnntaccocanacaccees .. 2,200 44 3, 200 04 5,400 108
TOUb. - vevseoraccncoarsannmsnnnansaans 2, 600 80 86,500 | 1,460 88,600 | 1,540
B 0 ¥ ) 41, 70¢ 798 180,000 | 3,607 221,700 4,405
Lines:
Groupey ... 9, 000 135 60, 000 900 69, 000 1,035
Red snapper 85,000 | 1,225 300, 000 | 10, 500 385,000 | 11,726
Total ccccevevecvrcnnnercccccancnns 44,000 | 1,360 360,000 | 11,400 404,000 | 12, 7&)
Tongs : '
[0 320 7« S 331, 940 | 18,890 562,976 | 21,901 894,916 | 40,881
Grand total. ....oerreaenaenannians 417,040 | 21,048 | 1,145,175 | 38,171 | 1,662,815 | 69,219
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the shore fisheries of

Alabama in 1897,

Baldwin. Mobile. Total.
Apparatus and speciex. e
Lba. Value Lbs. | Value. Lbs. Value.
Soines :
Angelfish......... ceececsesceactonnee 500 2 P T 500 $8
Blue-fish. .. .- .- 5,130 103 3,500 $44 8, 630 147
Cat-fish.... 1,000 15 1,000 7 2, 000 22
Channel bass or red-fish.. 4,050 173 2,000 40 6, 950 213
Croakers .. 158 20, 000 200 30,500 358
rum...... .- 50 8
Flounders . 1,200 42
ullet. ......oceaeaaaen. 1, 500 23
Pompano .... 1, 500 105 300 12 1,800 17
Sheepshead. ..... 2,000 70 8, 000 120 8, 000 180
Spanish mackerel. 2, 500 125 10, 500 210 13, 000 335
5 : 2,100 32
2,221 78
35, 700 788
2, 060 70
20,600 300
425 48
Y L7 DU 41,801 | 1,175 95,825 | 1,611 | 137,626 | 2,788
Trammel nots |
Angeolfish coocuieiiieiineeiinaeananaa, 2, 800 42 1, 500 23 4,300
Black bass. 25,200 | 1,764 15,800 | 1,100 41, 000 2,870
Blue-flah...coiniemerirovancccannaonnns 119,350 ) 2,387 76,020 ! 1,500 184, 370 3, 887
Cat-flah.....ccierieiceanoaacccncenns 108, 200 1, 623 65, 800 087 174, 000 2,610
Channel hasi 115,260 | 4,034 72,400 | 2,534 187, 650 6, 568
Crevallo ...... 7,350 110 4, 650 70 12, 000 180
Croakers «....coeeeueeen . 235,300 | 3,530 147,600 | 2,214 382, 900 5,744
Drum..ceieiiiiieiieiiieraiaeea 3,400 61 , 100 32 5, 500 83
Floundors ...coeeeeermeemenenecnnean. 17,000 585 11, 400 399 28,400 094
Mullot, fresh . 267,400 | 4,014 168, 400 | 2,628 435, 800 G, 540
Mullet, salted 6,000 , 000 195
2,000 80 5, 000 200
1, 500 23 4.000 o1
1, 500 23 4, 000 61
21,000 | 1,470 56, 000 3,920
Sheepshead ........... 45,000 | 1,575 28, 300 991 73, 300 2,566
Spanish mackerel..... 42,600 | 2,130 26,800 | 1,345 69, 500 3,475
SpPot8....iceariiinnnan 49,000 735 80,500 | 1,068 70, 500 1,803
47,460 [ 1,661 20,828 [ 1,044 77,288 2,705
130,200 [ 4,305 81,800 | 2,700 212, 000 7,011
Total «ccemreancennacocaconaacnnn 1,258, 510 | 31,202 798, 908 | 20, 336 ‘ 2, 052, 508 i 51, 538
Lines: |
Cat-f18h. ceeeeeeeranccacacvovemecnmocnaloccans P 12, 000 240 12,000 240
Crabs, bard......... N P PPN 24, 400 505 24,400 | 505
1V O Lt PR LR 36,400 | 745 | 36,400 745
Speara: ,
FlOUDAOTS v vneunrnnceenancemccnnsanons|oascseranecslaaun, 17, 000 550 | 17, 000 550
ongs:
OYAters. .oocetcoeeeeieeanananccnennnas 140,000 | 4,800 750,523 | 14,528 890,523 | 19,326
Talien without appnratus
TOITAPID .eaeene cenennnenmnnmnnssasane|oanmmosarssaloocaaens 2,600 | 274 2,600 274
Grand total . ceacecaccceceaanoancns 1,440,311 | 37,177 | 1,606,255 | 38,042 | 3,136,566 | 75,219
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THE WHOLESALE FISHERY TRADE.

The city of Mobile is the principal market and point of distribution
for the fishery products of the coastal waters of Alabama. The only
other localities where the fishery trade is prosecuted are Coden and
Bayou Labatre, located on the shores of Mississippi Sound, in the
western part of the State, about 235 miles from Mobile. These plaves
are less favorable as shipping-points on account of being about 9 miles
from the railroad.

The most important branches of shore industry connected with the
fisheries are the wholesale trades in fresh fish and oysters. Shrimp
and crabs are also handled to a limited extent, and in 1897 an oyster
cannery began to operate at Bayou Labatre.

The trade in fresh fish, which is the more extensive branch, was
carried on chiefly by four firms at Mobile. The fish handled consist of
a large variety of local species, or “beach figh,” taken in the seines and
trammel nets, and also of red snappers and groupers. These two
species have usually been obtained at Pensacola, but during the past
year about one-half the quantity utilized were landed by Mobile vessels.
The fish are packed with ice in boxes and barrels and are shipped
to numerous points in Alabama and adjacent States. The quantity
handled was 3,151,900 pounds, valued at $127,065.

The oyster trade is engaged in to a greater or less extent by cight
firms, two of which are also fresh-fish dealers. The greater part of the
oysters are opened and sold by count. They are divided into four
grades, designated as plants, cullings, selects, and reefers, The first
two grades are obtained from the planted grounds and the last two
from the natural reefs. The oysters are packed with ice for shipment
in buckets, half barrels, and barrels, and small quantities are also put
up in hermetically sealed buckets holding from 1 to 4 quarts. The
output of the caunnery at Bayou Labatre above referred to consisted
chiefly of canued oysters, shrimp and crabs being prepared in limited
guantities. In order to avoid exposing the private interests of the
firm, this being the only cannery in the State, the products have been
included as opened oysters, whole shrimp, and live crabs, with the
value received for them after being canned. The aggregate quantity,
therefore, of oysters utilized for opening and canning purposes was
26,420,000 in number, or 104,061 gallons, the value of which as sold
was $106,164. There were also 1,850 barrels of oysters sold in the
shell, valued at $3,646, the total value of the various branches of the
oyster trade being $109,810. The quantity of shrimp handled raw and
canned, represented in a raw condition, was 70,600 pounds, valued as
sold at 3,198, and the number of crabs was 135,600, valued at $2,220.

There were 10 establishments in the State engaged in handling
fishery products at wholesale, 8 of which were located at Mobile, 1 at
Coden, and 1 at Bayou Labatre. In these 196 persons were employed
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as shore hauds. The value of the shore and accessory property used
was $49,350; the amount of cash capital was $42,750; the wages paid
amounted to $28,556, and the aggregate value of the products handled
was $242,293,

The extent of the wholesale trade in fishery products in Alabama in
1897 is shown in the following table:

Table showing the extent of the wholesale trade in fishery products for Alabama in 1897,

Items, Quantity. [ Value. , Items. Quantity. | Value.
I
Establishments 10 | $49,350 L Drum pounds.. 8, 000 $190
Casgh capital..coeeeeeioneaafovenenneanns 42.750 ; Flounders . .-do.... 30, 000 1,750
Wages paid .. 28, 556 I Groupers .. do.... 78, 000 1,625
Employees raveeenanfl Jurel ... -.do.... 3, 000 80
|| Mullet......... -.do....| 580,000 12,050
Products handled. i Pickerel............do.... 4,000 110
Pinfish.............do.-.. 4, 000 120
Oyaters opened...number..|*26, 420,000 [ 106,164 | Pompano ...... ..do... 60, 000 7,250
Oysters sold in the shell, | Red snapper . do.. 710, 000 30, 500
barrels 1,850 3,648 | Sheepshead .. do.. 80, 800 4,140
Strimp .. .pounds.. 70, 600 3,188 (| Silver perch ... do... 5, 000 320
Crabs ... number. . 135, 600 2,220 || Spanish macker do.. 105, 000 6, 800
Angel-fish . .pounds.. 6, 000 120 )) Spots .......... do... 7, 000 2,480
Black bass....o...... do.... 41, 000 3,020 || Sun-fishes ..... do... 79, 500 4,835
Bine-flah.cuceee...... do.... 201, 000 8, 040 I Trout........ ..do.... 269, 600 15,040
Cat-fish ...co.oeeo..n. do.... 176, 000 3,876 1 Whiting............ do.... 2, 000
Chaupel bass --......do....| 211,000 | 10,550 ||
Crovalle ....... .do.... 12, 006 276 ! Tatal value of produots.fee...o..oeon. 242,208
Croakors........... ..do.... 397, 000 13,910 I';

*Equals 104,061 gallons.

FISHERIES OF MISSISSIPPI.

Description of the coast.—The coast line of Mississippi is broken by a
number of small indentations, the most important of which are Point
Aux Chenes Bay, Pascagoula Bay, Biloxi Bay, and Bay St. Louis.
Each of these receives the waters of a number of small streamns, the
largest of which is the Pascagoula River, emptying into Pascagoula
Bay; Biloxi River, emptying into Biloxi Bay, and the Wolf River,
emptying into Bay St. Louis. At a distance of about 10 miles from
the shore is a low broken chain of small sandy islands, none of which
has more than an occasioual inhabitant. Of these, Ship Island, lying
directly oft' of Biloxi, is the most important and furnishes the only good
harbor for large vessels on the coast. Mississippi Sound, extending
the entire length of the coast and terminating on the east at the
entrance of Mobile Bay, Alabama, lies between the islands and the
mainland. Its waters are too shallow for navigation by large vessels,
but it is of considerable importance as a fishing-ground.

Fishing localities.—There are three counties on the coast of this State,
each of which is interested in the fisheries. These are Jackson, Harri-
8on, and Hancock. The tisheries of Harrison County are much more
extensive than in the other two counties combined. Fishing is prose-
cuted commercially or otherwise in all the localities along the shore,
but the principal points are at Scranton and Ocean Springs, in Jack-
Son County, Biloxi, in Ilarrison County, and Bay St. Louis, in Han.
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cock County. These are all small towns, Biloxi, with a population not
exceeding 5,000, being the largest and most important fishing and trade
center.

General statistics.—The number of persons employed on the vessels
fishing and transporting was 382; on boats in the various branches
of shore fisheries, 679; in the canneries and packing houses, 1,504—a
total of 2,565.

The number of vessels engaged in fishing and transporting fishery
products was 83, having a value, including their outfits, of $107,063;
the number of boats of all classes used in the shore fisheries was 439,
valued at $17,039. The apparatus of capture used by vessels and
boats, consisting of seines, trammel nets, gill nets, cast nets, dredges,
tongs, spears, and lines, was valued at $19,255. The value of shore
and accessory property, which comprises chiefly the canneries and the
packing houses, was $125,644—a total investment, if the cash capital
employed in the canning and packing industries, amounting to $249,300,
is included, of $518,301. _

The products of the fisheries consisted of 1,358,890 pounds of fish,
valued at $46,041; 1,903,165 pounds of shrimp, valued at $28,804;
458,620 hard and soft crabs in number, valued at $5,214; 3,372 terra-
pin, valued at $1,275; and 629,713 bushels, or about 251,385 barrels of
oysters, valued at $110,964; the total value of products being $192,298.

In the quantity and value of nearly all products, except shrimy,
there was a large falling off from recent years. This may be explained
by the fact that owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in this section
in the fall of 1897 a rigid quarantine was maintained from September 6
to November 12; all means of transportation were suspended and the
fisheries and canning and packing industries were practically discon-
tinned. The shrimp fishery has materially increased, and it seems
probable that under more favorable conditions all other branches of
the fisheries would have been more extensive than ever before.

The three following tables show, by counties, the number of persons
employed, the number and value of vessels, boats, and apparatus used,
the amount of capital invested, and the quantity and value of the
products of the fisheries of Mississippi in 1897:

Table showing by counties the number of persons employed in the fisheries of Mississippi

in 1897.
On ves- | Boat or
On ves-
sels shore Shores-
Counties. sel;:]ﬂah- trans- fisher- men, | rotal.
8- | porting.| men.
JACKBON ccccccsssveananncscencsncsnsnccsnsrcsnarinnras 20 |ecececenn. 271 143 434
41 17 206 1,107 1, 661
104 f.oeeean.... 112 264 470 .
305 17 679 1, 504 2, 566
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Table showing by counties the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fiskerice of
Massissippi in 1897.

Items.

Jackson.

Harriron.

Hancock. ,

Total.

No. | Value.

Cast nets ..
Lines...

No. (

Value. ' No. |anue.

$72, 025

1 370, 664

115, 142

Table showing by counties and species the yield of the fisheries of Mississippi in 1897.

Jackson. Harrison. Hanoock. ‘Total.

Species. ————n
Lbes. Value.| Lbes. Value.| Lbs. Value.| Lba. Value.
Black bass..eeeeeeeenences] 16,000 | $750 |oeereeens]oceneaa.| 12,000 | 8600 | 27,000 | $1,350
lue-fiah....cooceeeeeaeeeass| 83,300 deveeeneaea]oennaans 43,300 [ 1,105
Buffalo-fish ..oooneooeee.. | 21,500 215 215
CRt-figh....cveneeneaeaceee| 28,000 560 |vvnnmenne|onnrenns 720
Channel bass or red-fish....| 153,800 | 6,043 ,200 | $1, 660 8,303
T0BKOrS ........onooeaceea| 18,700 | 824 | 21,200 | 1,060 1. 809
Drum, galt-Water .......cee|ecesenzcaroniesne 3, 000 150 250
Flounders ..... e 2,600 1 67 6, 600 330 1, 002
ullet. .. ool 187100 1 1,801 | 48,500 850 2,881
Peroh, ool 5, 000 150 |ueneennnnt)ennnenns 150
SInfish..oceiieiiiannnnns 20, 000 370 | 18,880 o044 |. 1,314
POMPANs - oonveeennanans 23,000 | 1,400 1,800 180 1,580
fzhee;;smmd ............ 79,400 | 2,566 [ 21,500 [ 1,076 4,103
Spanigh mackerel.eeee.....| 45,800 | 3,180 3, 396 6,076
SPOL8 s oot 3,500 105 {oeneeecnasoaneenns 105
Bon-fehes ..ooooeniieenens 23,300 433 1,000 50 508
OUb. .o oomnsoonoeveos 390,500 | 12,545 | 39,300 | 1,876 15,570
hrimyp .| 222,400 | 592 [1,670,705 | 25.062 28, 804
Crabe, hard...ooeeeeenn.--- 6, 280 02| 90,3 2,062 3,494
Craba, 8ofb. ...00ersoeemeres 1,200 | 120 4, 400 1,720
Terrapin. ..ononnoeseoeonns|oecanrnne- eeveoas 6,798 | 1,275 1,276
OY8ters. . .oveoervevaronns 567,441 | 10,847°(3,045, 141 | 77,480 | 795,410 | 13,637 |4,407,992 | 110, 984
Total «ovuneeonnnenenn(l, 865,821 ( 55,960 (5,014,004 (114,889 | 940,860 | 21,480 7,829,685 | 192,208

|

1364,920 in number.

2¢3,600 in number.

33,372 in number.

4629,713 in bushels.
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The vessel and shore fisheries.—The oyster fishery is of much greater
importance than any other fishery in the State. Its development has
taken place chiefly since 1880, and has been largely due to the estab-
lishment of the oyster canneries, which have greatly increased the
demand for the products. This fishery now employs a large fleet of
vessels and boats, and is a source of considerable revenue to fishermen
and shore employces engaged in preparing the products for market.
The season for taking oysters begins October 1 and closes April 30,
Until quite recently oyster tongs were the only apparatus of capture
‘used on vessels and boats in this fishery, but in 1897 three small steam-
boats and one schooner were fitted with dredges. The quantity of
oysters taken by vessels with dredges was 51,871 barrels, valued at
$15,728, and with tongs, 105,079 barrels, valued at $45,493—a total
catch by vessels of 156,949 barrels, having_a value of 861,221 The
catch by small boats, on which tongs were the only apparatus employed,
aggregated 94,935 barrels, valued at $49,743.

The oysters are nearly all obtained from the hatural reefs in Missis-
sippi Sound and in the vicinity of the islands along the coast.. Oysters
have been planted to some extent for many years at Biloxi, Ocean
Springs, and Scranton, and there are still considerable areas of bottom
utilized for planting purposes in these localities, but the results have
never been fully satisfactory.

The shrimp fishery, which was comparatively small until within the
last few years, now ranks next in importance to the oyster fishery. The
entire catch of shrimp—except 10,000 pounds, valued at $150, obtained
with cast nets—was taken in seines by vessels and large sailboats, each
having a crew of four men, that being the number required to fish a
seine. The fishing season is from about March 15 to May 1, and again
in the fall from August 1 to November 1. The Jength of the seines
varies more or less, but is usually about 115 fathoms cach, with a depth
of 6 feet at the ends and 12 feet in the center. The size of the mesh i8
2} inches stretched. The seines are made of 9 to 12 thread cotton
twine, and cost from $100 to $125 each. To facilitate the fishing oper-
ations, and for the purpose of securing larger quantities of shrimp,
gome of the packers employ a number of transporting vessels. These
are supplied with ice and sent out on the fishing-grounds to buy the
cateh of the vessels and boats. The remainder of the shrimp is landed
by the fishermen. Many of the fishing craft are owned by the packers,
but the usual method in such cases is to have the vessel fished on
shares, the owner paying the market price for the shrimp, which is
about 14 cents a pound when landed at the packing houses or sold to
the transporting vessels.

The quantity of shrimp taken with seines was almost equally divided
between the vessels and boats, the quantity secured by vessels being
951,105 pounds, valued at $14,267, and by boats 942,060 pounds, valued
at $14,387. .
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There is also considerable fishing with seines for fish—chiefly with
small boats, vessels being engaged in it to only a limited extent. The
season is from March 15 to October 1. The fish seines are made of
somewhat heavier twine than the shrimp seines and are more expen-
sive, They are from 95 to 100 fathoms long, the size of mesh being
from 2 to 24 inches stretched, and cost about $150 each. Four or five
men are employed in each seine crew. The quantity of fish taken with
this apparatus by vessels was 96,100 pounds, valued at $2,980, and by
boats 363,740 pounds, valued at $12,918.

In addition to the shrimp and fish taken in seines there was an inci-
dental cateh with shrimp seines consisting of 3,473 pounds of terrapin,
valued at $650, by vessels, and 3,325 pounds, valued at $625, by boats,
the value of all products by seine fishing being $45,8117,

The trammel-net fishery is prosecuted during the fall, winter, and
spring, and, so far as fish proper are concerned, is of greater impor-
tance than the seine fishery, but is of less value when all the products
taken by seines are considered. The trammel nets are used in sections
of 40 to 50 fathoms each in length, two sections comprising one net. The
size of mesh in the inside web is about 2 inches, and in the webs on
either side about 14 inches stretched. The cost of the nets when new is
from $25 to $30 for each section. The quantity of fish taken by vessels
in trammel nets was 186,700 pounds, valued at $6,758, and by boats
376,100 pounds, valued at $11,901.

Considerable quantities of fish are taken with pole and line, and
with hand lines, by small boats during the fall. The most important
species caught in this manner are the trout and Spanish mackerel.
Hard and soft crabs are also caught with trot lines from September 1
to May 15. The trot lines are from 400 to 700 feet long, the bait being
attached to snoods placed about 4 feet apart. They cost from $1.25 to
82 each. The line catch aggregated 429,390 pounds of crabs and fish,
having a value of $13,851.

Gill nets are used to a very limited extent in the vessel fisheries, the
cateh amounting to only 5,600 pounds, valued at $455.

Spears were used by one vessel and a number of small boats in the
capture of flounders.

Cast nets and dip nets are used in the boat fisheries, the former for
taking mullet and shrimp, and the latter for taking soft crabs, the value
of the catch of both forms of apparatus being 82,240.

The fisheries prosecuted by vessels are much less extensive than
those carried on with small boats, but are gradually assuming greater
relative importauce, and the forms of apparatus used are becoming
more varied. The total value of the products taken by vessels was
$86,493, and by boats $105,800.
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The following tables exhibit the products of the vessel and shore
fisheries in 1897, by counties, apparatus, and species:

Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the vessel fisheries of

Missisgippi in 1897.

Jackson. Harrison. Hancock. Total.
Apparatus and speoi
Lbs. Valae. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. | Value.
Seines:
Blue-fiBh.ceeeeeicacccaacs 12, 000 $360 $360
Chaunel bass or red-fish.l 20, 000 800 850
Croakers. . ..ccceececeecees 1, 800 27 327
Mullet.... 9, 000 90 110
Sheepshcnd .............. 12, 000 360 460
Spanish mackerel........ 5, 000 300 300
Sun-tishes 8,300 73 73
Trout.... 700
Shrimp .. $13,217 14,267
Terrapin . 850 650
Total covemnneacnnnene 13,867 1,050,678 | 17,807
Trammel nets : B
Blue-ish....covveaiaaanee 10, 000 380
Cheannel bass or red-ish. 56, 000 2,480
Crogkers.......cocveceans 6, 200 128
Flounders .....-.. 1,000 50
Mullet.....ecianan 28, 000 300
Pompano ........- 2,000 140
Sheepshead. ...... 23, 00u 790
Spanish mackerol. 2, 500 250
SpotB..cceacennn.. 3, 500 105
Sun-fishes 7, 000 110
Troat.....cc.... 47,600 | 2,025
Total . _18_6_,_790_ 6, 758
Gill nets: T
Blue-fish....coeac.an. came 500 25
Sheepeshead....... . 100 5
Spanish mackerel. 3,500 350
41111 A 1,500 75
Total ....... vesemsses 6,600 _45§
Spears: .
Flounders ......eeeeeae-e 5, 400 162
Tongs:
Dl(.)o_z'isters .................. 117,250 | 3,000 (1,199,223 | 33,536 | 522,410 | 8,957 |1, 838,883 | 45,493
ges:
[0 7] 7.3 - S B R D 007,743 | 15,728 |ceecernaciiocncanns 907,743 | 15,728
Grand total..-....... 466,050 | 13,685 (2,901, 544 | 63,131 | 537,410 3,005,004 | 86,493

Table showing by counties, apparatus, and speoies the yield of the shore fisheries of

Mississippi in 1897.

Jacksoun. Harrison. Hancock. Total.
Apparatus and apecies. —
Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Value | Lbs. l Value.
Seines:

Blue-fish....ccoceeaeennn-. 8, 000 $180 |. 68, 000 $180
Buftalo-tish ... .- 21, 500 215 '. 21, 5600 216
Cat-fish....... .. 3,500 70 , $0! 70
Chaunel bass . -. 41,800 1,403 26,200 | $1,260 [...ceenen.]- 87, 000 2,723
Croakers...... . 6, QU0 90 16, 200 810 [.ceaveno-. 22,200 000
Flounders .. ¢, 000 180 3, 600 180 leeeean.... 9, 600 360
Mullet. ....... ...-] 52,500 [:31: 30 PN Y PR 52, 500 525
Pin-fish....... 11, 600 200 11, 880 504 |..oainae.. 22, 880 794
Pompano ..... 14, 000 840 1, 800 180 |.ceeeanens 15, 800 1,020
Sheepshead .............. 14, 500 435 18, 000 900 |.ceeeanna.]s 32,500 1,335
Spanish mackerel........] 22,500 | 1,350 | 3,960 | 380 ].......... 26, 460 1,748
Sun-fishes ...... 3, 000 60
rout....... R0, 800 2,980
Shrimp ... 942,000 | 14,387
Terrapin....cceeceeianee. 3,326 626
Total eeuevnnnennnnnn. 406, 700 9, 690 002,425 | 18,230 |.cciiaiaaifoneecans 1, 309,125 27,920
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the shore figheries of
Missisgippi in 1897—Continued.

Jackson. Harrison. ‘Hancock. Total.
Apparatus and species. - .
Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. | Value.| Lbs. | Value.
Trammel nets:
Black bass.coceurvaneen--
Blue-fish. ceveeeneecnannn
at-flsh .evcee-.
Channel bass ..
roakers.......
rum, salt-wate:
Flounders
ullet...
Perch. .
Pinflgh.eccoceacieanennns
OMPANY e.cceoanarecccns
Sheepshead -ceeeeeecenam--
Spanish mackerel
Sun-Aighes ..cv.-caceennn. 7, 000 190 1, 000 50 600 | 25 X 265
Troutececaeenaccenaeacess 10, 500 35l |-eeneees 51,000 | 1,870
Total cccceeanenennnes 71,000 | 2,560 27,700 | 1,385| 876,100 | 11,901
Cast nets
Mullot.eeeeeeeecoeeranenn .. 16, 500 6,000 120 | 22,500 370
Shrimp cceeencceceenanes- . 10, 000 150 | 10,000 150
Total ccvceencccunnnnn o 186, 0600 270 | 32,500 520
Lines: *
Cat-foh..ceeeecancoaeanes| 20,000 400 [..oooooo.. 3, 000 150 | 23,000 550
Channel DABB ceceeecacace|easnoonasfraorerasfomanaceans . . 3,000 150 3, 000 150
Croakers....coooaceee IS P S PO . . 1,000 50 1,000 50
Drum, salt-water .. B DO DN DO . .- 1, 500 75 1,500 75
Sheepshead.......... B DO P . o 2,260 12 2,250 112
Spanish mackerel.. N PO PP . 2| 15,000{ 1,600 | 15,000 | 1,500
rout......cee..- liarecesens 18,000 800 | 252, 000 7,920
Crabs, hard...c.cecve-... . 92 3 36,000 | 1,360 | 131,640 | 3,404
Total -cccvemcennnannn 269,280 [ 7,512 90, 360 | 79,750 | 4,287 | 429,390 ' 13,851
Speara:
flonndom ....... veeeeens 5, 000 U111 IS FUUUSUUIN RPN FOPPOps 5,000 150
nga:
Moysters .......... .| 450,191 | 18,847 | 938,175 | 28,216 | 273,000 4,680 1,661,360 | 49, 743
inor apparatus:
Craba, soft.. . 1,200 120 4,000 | 400 | 16,000 | 1,200 | 21,200 | 1,720
Grandtotal cc.ocenn-. 1,899, 771 | 42, 275 (2, 022, 460 | 51,708 | 412, 450'-I 11, 822 |3, 834, 681 | 105, 805

THE WHOLESALE FISHERY TRADE.

The principal shore industries connected with the fisheries of Missis-
8ippi are the canning of oysters, shrimp, and crabs, and the trade in
opened oysters, whole shrimp, live crabs, terrapin, and fresh fish.

The oyster-canning business was established at Biloxi in 1881. In
that year one cannery was built and put in operation and others were
added a few years later. Since that time the industry bas grown to
considerable proportions and has contributed materially to the pros-
Perity of the communities in which it is carried on. In 1897 there were
4 canneries in operation—3 at Biloxi and 1 at Bay St. Louis. The
aggregate value of these, including land, buildings, wharves, machinery,
and fixtures, was $88,000, the amount of cash capital utilized was
$203,000, and of wages paid $55,5562. The number of persons employed
Wwas 942. The total value of the output was $346,751, Of this amount
$256,664 represents the value of the canned-oyster pack; the remaiu-
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der, 890,087, is the value of the opened oysters, canned shrimp, and
other fish products handled at the canneries.

The packing of shrimp at the canneries and oyster houses has greatly
increased during the past few years and is now an important feature
of the fishéry trade. The shrimp are packed in tin cans, chiefly of the
1 and 2 pound sizes, and also in packages holding 5, 10, and 20 pounds,
or1,2,and 4 gallons. The quantity of shrimp utilized for packing was
9,304 barrels, costing, as landed from the vessels and boats, $29,286, and
having a value when packed of $119,282. Besides this, 572 barrels were
sold in a raw or whole condition, at a value of 2,842, the aggregate value
of the shrimp trade being $122,124.

Hard crabs have also been prepared at the canperies in various years
since about 1882, but the industry has never been exteusive, chiefly
on account of the limited demand for the goods. The meat of the crabs,
after being removed from the shell, is packed in 1 and 2 pound cans,
hermetically sealed, and processed in a manner similar to other canned
products. The pack consisted of 10,560 1-pound and 2,160 2-pound
cans, having a value of $2,035.

The canning industry is of great importance to the fishery interests
of this section, not only on account of the increased amount of capital
invested, the labor employed, and wages distributed, but it has been
largely instrumental in developing the oyster and shrimp fisheries by
affording a convenient and ready market for their products. It is not
probable that these fsheries would have ever reached their present
stage of development under the conditions prevailing before the estab-
lishment of the canneries, when New Orleans was the principal market
for the catch. '

Next in importance to the canning industry is the trade in opened
oysters. There were 16 packing houses, exclusive of the oyster can-
neries, engaged in this branch of business. Of these, 7 were located
at Biloxi, 4 at Ocean Springs, and 5 at Scranton. The number of per-
sons employed was 562, the value of shore property used was $35,950,
the amount of cash capital 46,300, and of wages paid $32,096. These
firms, as already indicated, were also engaged in packing shrimp, and
some of them in handling other fishery products.

The oysters are divided into three principal grades, designated as
plants, selects, and reefers. After being opened they are counted and
packed with ice in wooden buckets for shipment, the covers of the
buckets being fastened on with wire nails. The capacity of the buckets
ranges from 3 to about 8 gallons, or from 500 to 1,000 oysters, the size
of the bucket required depending upon the number and grade of oysters
to be packed. They cost from 15 to 28 cents, or an average of about 25
cents each. The oysters are sold by count instead of gallon in nearly
all instances. This is an old custom among the oyster-packers of this
region, and is said to be due to the fact that the trade which they
supply demands solid measure, which renders it difficult, if the oysters
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are sold by the gallon, to compete with the trade at Baltimore, Md.
However this may be, the oysters are shipped without any water
except what accumulates from the ice used to keep them cool. The
price received by the 1,000 fluctuates considerably, but is approximately
from $6.25 to $6.50 for plants, $3.25 to $3.50 for selects, and about $2
for reefers. The number of gallons to 1,000 oysters is generally esti-
mated to be about 74 for plants, 4§ for selects, and 3 for reefers. The
quantity of opened oysters sold in 1897, expressed in number, was
31,615,950, or about 154,711 gallons, having a value of $119,941. The
greater part of these was the product of the packing-houses, the
quantity prepared at the oyster canneries being only 2,755,000, or about
13,947 gallons, valued at $11,420. It should perhaps be noted that the
trade in opened oysters, as shown by the above figures, is little more
than half as large as it has been in previous years, but the decline is
Probably only temporary.

A small number of terrapin are handled by dealers at Biloxi. These
are derived from the fisheries of Mississippi and Louisiana, a part of
them being shipped from New Orleans. The value of the terrapin trade
amounted to $2,805. A few years since a terrapin pen was constructed
at Biloxi which is used principally for keeping the animals and improv-
ing their condition. It is built on the shore at the water’s edge, and is
500 feet square. A part of its area is covered with water having an
extreme depth of about 6 feet.

The trade in fresh fish is carried on chiefly by four of the firms located
at Scranton. It has not so far become very extensive, apparently on
account of not being sufficiently well established to enable the dealers
to buy all the fish that may be brought to them, and consequently it
Sometimes happens that when fish are needed the fishermen, who follow
the business in a somewbat irregular manner, are not prepared to
supply the demand. The quantity of fish handled aggregated 382,200
pounds, valued at $19,324. In nearly all the localities along the coast
considerable quantities are handled at retail. At Biloxi there are also
from 700 to 1,000 barrels shipped annually by rail to New Orleans and
other points by the fishermen. There are no fish salted in this section
except a small quantity of mullet.

There is a very small trade in hard and soft crabs at Biloxi, Ocean
Springs, and Scranton. The crabs are packed with ice in baskets, boxes,
and tubs and shipped tc Mobile and other points. The number of crabs
shipped was 70,800, the value of which was 8733. In addition to this,
& much larger quantity was shipped by individual fishermen.

The number of establishments in the State which handled fishery
Products at wholesale was 20; the value of shore property, $123,950; the
amount of cash capital used, $249,300; of wages paid, $87,648. The
number of persons employed in canneries and packing houses, exclu-
8ive of fishermen, was 1,504. The aggregate value of the products
Prepared was $525,186
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The extent of the trade in 1897 is shown in detail in the following

table:

Table showing the extent of the

oanning and wholesale trade of fishery products for
Mississippi in 1897.

Bﬂé’éiﬁ‘&f %Y 1Ocean Springs.| Scranton. Total.
Ttems. o
No. l Value.| No. |Value. No. 'qulue.; No. Value.
! 1
Establishments................. * 11 $114, 500 4'$2, 300] 5'87, 150; 20($123, 850
.......... 1"241, 0000 ........{ 2,000.........] 5,400 ........1 249,300
.......... ] 74,421 o) 2,055 ... ... |10,272 ... ..., , 648
11,36 ....... 400 103|...... | 1,504 .......
1
229, 080' 104, 010 8, 750( 5, 850, 18, 300,13, 845| 250, 110{ 123,705
9,304) 29,286 60 180 512] 1, 798! 9,876 31,264
4, 000 888: 4, 800 40, 12,000 T 190, 800 998
5,113  1,077]. . | ...... 5,113 1,977
16, \")Ol)l 250]. 13, 380| 388, 700| 13,630
| |
.| 4,950, 000| 30, 860] 680, 000, &, 440/1, 240, 050[ 8, 710! 26,880, 050! 44,110
13, 735, 000 45, 855(2, 810, 000| 9, 373 4, 837, 50014, 128 221, 382,500 69, 456
320, 000, 640]. [N P & , 400, b, 735! 43,353, 400 8,375
3,368,084] 151,047} .0 coveiiloacnaitoeenaenn, ..| 3,308,684 151,047
y 1, 333, 080| 105, 617
L151) PSRRI e 1N 96, 000 860
572 2,842
11,250 4,663
44, 775| 17,745
. 825 660
Canned, 1-1b. ,dry..No.| 440,304 440,304] 37,861
Capned, 13-1b. cans, dry.No .| 221, 60| 221,600, 30,033
Canned, 2-1b. cans,dry..No.| 154,800 154, 800, 16, 830
Canned, 1-pound cans, }
pickled..... No. 61, 200 61,200 4,590
Canned, 1-Ib alad, |
nUmMbOr. ceveeieiieennnn. 986, 000 98,000, 7,000
Crabs— |
Whole..ocoennn... number.. 70, 800 733
Canned, 1. ¢aps .....do. . .. 10,560 1,540
Capned, 21b.cans ....do.... 2, 160: 495
Terrapin .c...oncee.....do. ... 5,113 2,805
Fish—
Black bass 5, 000 375
Blue-fish .. 15, 300 765
Buffalo-fish.. 10, 000 300
Cat-fish ....... 15, 000 735
Channel bass.. ,000] 4,300
Croakers .... 7,200 250
Drum ....... 1,200 56
Flounders... 9, 200 465
ullet ...... 32, 500 930
Perch ..... 5, 000 250
Pin-flsh ..... 11, 700 351
Pompano...... 4. 500 300
Sheepshead 35,100] 1,821
Spanish mackerel . 28,800 2,400
Sun-fishes 9,700 481
Trout «cevemencenann.. 0. ... 108,000 5,465
Mullet,salted, 3-barrels.No.|  150|  375.........0ceeceifeceaennes 150 375
Mullet,salted, 4-barrels. No .| 60 225 ....c...fececcufoccncncnifenacns 50, 225
Value of products gold..|..........] 460,464|. .......[14,183)........./50,588|........... 525,186

*One establishment at Bay St. Louis.
1In addition to thisa number 60 shore or boat flshermen were employed as shoresmen part of the

season.
2Equals 51,600 gallous.

3Equals 93,151 gallous.

4 Equals 10,060 gullons,
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FISHERIES OF LOUISIANA.

The extent of the fisheries of Louisiana in 1897, as shown by the
8tatistics collected, does not properly represent the present condition
of the fisheries of that State, owing to quarantine regulations restrict-
ing the prosecution of the fisheries during two months in the fall when
shipments of all products are generally quite heavy. Notwithstanding
this fact the yield in 1897 surpasses any previous year for which we
have any record, the value being $713,587, against $681,284 in 1890 and
$392,610 in 1880. Had the trade not been restricted by quarantine the
value of the product in 1897 would doubtless have approached $300,000.

There are three principal fisheries of Louisiana, viz, the oyster fish-
ery, valued in 1897 at $432,668, which is centered about New Orleans,
Houma, and Morgan City; the seine fishery for shrimp and for trout,
red-fish or channel bass, sheepshead, ete., the yield of which in 1897
was sold by fishermen for 8173,454; and the trot-line fishery for cat-fish,
Yielding a product valned at $46,682. The remaining $60,783 worth of
broducts consisted of alligator hides, $22,096; crabs, $12,891; terrapin,
$4,032; craw-fish, 3,113, and a miscellaneous lot of fish caught by a
variety of minor apparatus, such as fyke nets, lines, dip nets, etc.

The oyster industry of Louisiana is the most valuable on the United
States coast south of Virginia, the yield in 1897 amounting to 959,190
bushels, worth $432,668 at first hands. Were it not for the quarantine
in the fall of 1897 the Louisiana oyster product during that year would
doubtless have been 15 to 20 per cent greater.

The oyster reefs extend almost continuously along the southern
coast, from the border of the State of Mississippi to the mouth of the
Atchafalaya River, and are most abundant in Plaquemines, Terre-
bonne, Lafourche, St. Bernard, and Jefferson parishes. West of the
Atchafalaya River there are a few oyster reefs in Cote Blanclhe Bay,
Marsh Island Pass, and Cameron Pass, but they are only slightly
developed and may be entirely omitted in a consideration of the pres-
ent oyster industry of the State. In general the Louisiana oysters
compare favorably with any on the Gulf coast.

Therc are three centers in the oyster trade of Louisiana, viz, New
Orleans, Houma, and Morgan City. The New Orleans trade amounts
to about 200,000 barrels annually, of which about 75,000 barrels are
received at the Old Basin from Mississippi Sound and the Louisiana
lnarshes east of the Mississippi River, 100,000 barrels at the French
Market, Iugger landing from Bayou Cook, Barataria Bay, Jacks Camp,
¢te., and the remainder by steamer and rail from the waters of Plaque-
Inines and Jefferson parishes. Nearly all are cousumed locally, very
few oysters being shipped to outside points.

The oyster reefs on the east side of the Mississippi River, known as
the Louisiana Marsh reefs, are utilized by fishermen from Mississippi
a8 well as Louisiana. These reefs ave frequently injured by fresh water

I Cyy—10 .
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from the rivers, and the oysters are not usnally so valuable as those
from the west side of the Mississippi River. In 1897 there were from
Louisiana 34 sailboats, worth $14,640, with 123 men, engaged in taking
oysters from these reefs for the New Orleans market, and their catch,
amounting to 53,860 barrels, was landed at Old Basin and sold for
$40,027. These men live mainly in New Orleans, and the oysters are
carried from the reefs directly to the New Orleans market.

In Plaquemines Parish, on the east side of the Mississippi River, there
is an extensive oyster-planting industry. The locality in which this is
carried on is known generally as Salt Works, and includes Yankee
Bayou, Scobels Bay, Bokeskie Bayou, Quarantine Bay, Whale Bay, etc.
In that vicinity there are 65 camps with 186 oystermen, using 102 rail-
boats, worth $22,780. They obtain oysters from Louisiana marshes and
from the reefs west of the Mississippi River, and bed them on grounds
preempted in accordance with the State law. After remaining 6 or 8
months or longer these oysters are taken up and sold in New Orleans.
In 1897 the sales from the Salt Works amounted to 34,152 barrels, for
which the oystermen received $52,980. Most of these oysters are
delivered at the French Market lugger landing in New Orleauns.

The finest oysters in Louisiana are from the Bayou Cook section,
under that name being included nearly all the waters of the western
half of Plaquemines Parish, and especially Bayou Chute, Grand Bayou,
Bay Adam, Bayou Fontenal, Bayou des Huitres, and the adjacent
bayous. These oysters are the result of the most careful system of
individual ostreiculture along the Gulf coast. The natural reefs in the
Bayou Cook section were exhausted about thirty years ago, and the
colony of Austrians settled there have since depended on gathering
oysters in Lake Barre, Timbalier Bay, and other waters of southern
Louisiana during the spring and planting them in Bayou Cook and the
adjacent waters, where they remain until the following season, acquir-
ing in the meantime the peculiar flavor which distinguishes the oysters
from that locality. The oystermen of Bayou Cook are among the most
enterprising and painstaking of the fishermen on the Gulf coast, and
there is no class along that coast better equipped for their work or more
successful in its prosecution. They live in small camps adjacent to
their bedding-grounds, these camps being constructed of boards or
palmettoes raised 10 or 15 feet above the marsh. In 1897 there were
302 persons engaged in the Bayou Cook oyster indastry, living in 86
camps, and using 122 sailboats worth $33,675, and 244 rowboats worth
$10 or %12 each. The oysters marketed during that season amounted
to 62,184 barrels, for which $110,627 was received.

The waters of Jefferson Parish produced large quantities of oysters
prior to 1893, but the severe storm in September of that year destroyed
most of the reefs as well as the greater portion of the boats and appa-
ratus for carrying on the fisheries. 'T'he oysters being situated in shoal
water were washed in windrows and covered up by sand. These reefs
are gradually recovering from the effect of that storm, but most of the
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present oystermen of Jefferson Parish work on the reefs in Lafourche
and Terrebonne parishes.

Between the Lafourche and the Atchafalaya rivers in the southern
part of Lafourche and Terreboune parishes are located the prineipal
oyster reefs of Louisiana, and from them are drawn the supplies for
Houma and Morgan City and much of those for New Orleans, as well
as the oysters for bedding at Bayou Cook. These reefs are situated
in Lake Barre, Timbalier Bay.

The market for these oysters prior to 1880 was New Orleans, together
with a small consumption in the villages and settlements near the reefs;
but in 1880 the wholesale trade was started at Morgan City and ten
years later several shucking houses were established at Houma for
shipping oysters to distant points. The trade has fluctuated consider-
ably from year to year, but has gradually increased. Although the
trade in 1897 was much less than usual, on account of the quarantine
regulations, yet this section of Louisiana furnished 230,380 barrels of
oysters, for which the fishermen received $228,164. Of this quantity
84,468 barrels were marketed at Houma, 95,834 barrels at Morgan
City, and 50,078 barrels were consumed in New Orleans and in the set-
tlements adjacent to the reefs. In addition thereto there were about
100,000 barrels of oysters taken for bedding in Terrebonne, Lafourche,
Jefferson, and Plaquemines parishes, which are not included in the
tables. The number of persons engaged in tonging and transporting
these oysters to market was 1,012, using 646 sailboats, worth £85,716,and
a large number of skiffs, worth from $8 to $20 each. A number of areas
have been preempted in Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes, and some
attention has been given during the last year or two to oyster-culture
in this section, but the yield from private grounds was inconsiderable
in 1897. It is customary for the oystermen to bed the oysters taken at
the beginning of the season and before the market houses have opened,
but these oysters are usually taken up when the market demand is good.

As used in this connection, a barrel signifies a flour barrel with
capacity for 23 bushels of oysters, and not the local measurement. At
no place on the Louisiana coast is a standard measure used in handling
oysters. At the French Market in New Orleans a basket of uniform
8ize is used, and in filling it the oysters are heaped up to a point as
long as any will remain on and the contents of two of these baskets is
considered a barrel, although it is equivalent to only about 83 per cent
of a standard barrel. At the Old Basin until quite recently a shallow
box was used, this being filled up to a point as in case of the baskets at
the French Market and the contents of four of these boxes is considered
a barrel, although it is equivalent to only 90 per cent of a barrel. At
Morgau City and Houma measurements are made with baskets of uni-
form size, three of which are supposed to make a barrelful; but at the
reefs these are usually heaped, whereas at the markets they are filled
even with the rim, and the gain in number of barrels is considerable,
amounting usually to 50 per cent of the reef measurement,
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Compared with 1890 there has been a very large decrease in the seine
fishery of Louisiana, the number of seines used decreasing from 168
worth $14,600 in 1890 to 136 worth $12,211 in 1897, the catch for the
former year being 10,576,833 pounds valued at $243,528 and for the
latter year 6,554,749 pounds, for which the fishermen received $173,454.
The decrease is most noticeable iu the yield of shrimp, buffalo-fish and
cat-fish, the shrimp falling oft from 6,662,050 pounds worth $90,5619 in
1890 to 4,402,626 pounds for which the fishermen received $78,792; the
buffalo-fish seine cateh decreased tfrom 1,030,250 to 147,200 pounds and
the cat-fish yield from 653,925 to 144,900 pounds. The large decrease
in the yield of the last two species was due mainly to an interdiction of
seine fishing in the lakes; but the general decrease in the seine fishery
is due largely to the results of the severe storm in September of 1893,
which drowned many seine fishermen and destroyed much of the
property of the survivors.

With the exception of the Manila fishermen employed by the Chinese
shrimp-driers in the Barataria region, and of several seine crews at
Morgan City, practically all the seine fishery of Louisiana is tributary
to New Orleans, and there are three branches of the fishery tributary
to that city, viz, Lake Pontchartrain, the St. Bernard or Shell Beach,
and the Barataria Bay seiue fishery. In 1897 the first comprised 16
sail boats with an equal number of seines and 94 men, who made their
beadquarters at Bayou Bridge, and who landed 829,759 pounds of fish,
consisting principally of red-fish, trout, sheepshead, and croakers,
valiued at $38,384, and also of 51 crews of 106 men using 51 seines
worth 81,401, which were operated from various points along the shore
of Lake Pontchartrain, catching 368,360 pounds of fish worth $16,490.

The St. Bernard seine fishery gave employment in 1897 to 85 men
using 17 seines worth 81,870, which yielded 325,060 pounds of fish
worth 814,334, made up principally of trout, sheepshead, redfish or
cbannel bass, shrimp, and croakers. Iach of the St. Bernard seining
erews usually operates from a sail vessel, but the catch is generally
sent to market by the Shell Beach Railroad or by wagons.

The Barataria seine fishery gave employment in 1897 to 412 men,
using 79 boats worth $23,840, and 40 seines, 6,270 fathoms in length,
and valued at $6,765. Their catch consisted of 4,286,626 pounds of
shrimp, for which they received $76,223, and 494,965 pounds of other
species, consisting principally of trout, red-fish, channel bass, mullet,and
croakers, the whole being worth $21,107. Included with the aforegoing
are 15 crews of 196 Manilamen, Spaniards, etc., who work principally
for the Chinese shrimp-driers vear the head of Barataria Bay. Of
the shrimp, 1,331,736 pounds were purchased by the Chinese driers,
1,142,360 by New Orleauns shrimp-canners, and the remaining 1,781,530
pounds were sold at the Irench Market in New Orleans. Shrimp are
caught throughout the year in Louisiana, but the principal season is
during March and April, and through August and September.

The seine fishery prosecuted from Morgan City is of recent origin,
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beginning in 1896, and was of small extent in 1397, only 4 seines being
used, the principal species obtained being shrimp, red-fish or chanunel
bass, trout, etc. The prospects for developing an important seine fish-
ery tributary to Morgan City are extremely favorable.

Although the value of the allizator yield increased slightly from
1890 to 1897, being $21,150 in tho former year and $22,096 in the latter,
the condition of that industry is far from satisfactory. Ior many yecars
there has been a steady decrease in abundanco of alligators, and the
average size of the hides secured has diminished. Localities in which
they formerly abounded are now almost exhausted, and it is only by
greatly increased efforts that the product has been kept up to its pres-
ent extent. The number of hides reported in 1889 was 74,240, worth
838,185 at first hands; in 1890, 38,588, worth $21,150, and in 1897,
41,092, for which the hunters received $22,096. The yield of alligators
in those parts of the State not covered Dby the preseut canvass is
estimated at 30,000, valued at $15,000. These alligators are secured
principally by shooting, but also in various other ways, such as gaffing
with a long pole when hibernating in old stump holes and the like,
hooking on lines attached to bent saplings so fastened as to fly up
when the alligator becomes fixed to the hook, etc.

The cat-fish fishery in Louisiana, which is the most extensive in the
United States, is centered at Morgan City and Melville. The business
in 1897 was seriously restricted by quarantine regulations, which pre-
vented shipments during two months of the fall; but the catch by
lines amounted to 1,950,064 pounds, for which the fishermen received
$46,682. The greater part of these, 979,093 pounds, worth $24,516,
were received at Morgan City, where they were dressed and shipped
throughout the West. The receipts of cat-fish at Melville aggregated
456,291 pounds gross weight, worth $10,496; and 121,670 pounds of
cat-fish, worth 82,836, were received at Plaguemine. Thetwolast-named
ports also received 148,273 pounds of buffalo-fish and 18,120 pounds
of cat-fish and drum, which were caught in fyke nets. These fisheries
were carried on by 828 woodsmen living in the St. Mary, Assumption,
Iberia, Iberville, St. Landry, St. Martin, Pointe Coupee, and Avoyelles
parishes, and who engaged in fishing, alligator hunting, gathering
moss, and the like. In taking cat-fish they use both trot lines and
single lines, the latter being employed during high water, the lines
being tied to tree trunks and bushes in the swamps, whereas the trot
lines are strung out in the lakes and bayous.

The aggregate weight of crabs taken in Louisiana is considerable,
amounting in 1897 to 4,376,500 in number, equivalent to about 1,458,833
pounds. These are caught by long lines in brackish waters adjacent
to New Orleans, and especially in Jefferson, Orleans, and St. Bernard
parishes. Owing to the expense attendant upon marketing the crabs
the fishermen obtain very small returns, sometimes receiving ounly 5
cents for a basket containing 5 dozen crabs, and the total receipts from
this source in 1897 were only $12,891.
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Some little attention is given to soft crabs in the vicinity of New
Orleans, but this is confined principally to searching for them in the
shoal water. On account of the high price at which they sell during the
winter and early spring it seems probable that a profitable business
could be built up in obtaining soft crabs after the manner practiced in

Maryland and North Carolina.

The minor fisheries of Louisiana are of very little consequence and
scarcely rank as industries. In the various localities a few hand lines,
dip nets, crawfish pots, and the like are used at odd times and the
surplus above home wants is sold in the vicinity. The total extent of
these fisheries as well as of those mentioned before is presented in the
following series of tables, showing the number of persons engaged, the

boats, apparatus, etc., employed, and. the quantity and value of the
products of the fisheries of Louisiana in 1897.
Persons employed.
[—— How eugaged. . . No-._—1
On vessels fishing. .... et cenacecceccsasacannann
On vessels transaporting........c........ .
In shore or boat fisheries
ShOresmen .......c.eceeveraciaiecccceanss
| Total. .o eeiieeiiamanaaeeaaacane
Table of apparatus and capital
Items. No. I Value. Items. No. Value.
i
|
Vessels fishing.cceceacen.oae. 31, $15,006 Anparntus—allore ﬁaheries
TODDAEO corercccrnanneonnn- 1098.57 . Seines. - 135 812,158
(07133 + A ‘yke nots 188 940
Vessels tranaporting h nor nppa 21 RN PR 2,639
Tonnage ......c...-l. Lines .oeceeninieancocaaifonensesann 7,971
Outt.............. Tongs. 1,563 7,616
Boats fishing Shore nnd
Boats tranaportin P 4 5 T P 173,903
Aggamtus—voaso fisheries Cash (m,pltal ........................... 69, 000
Romgar. ool | TOLEL. e eeaeemnrmmnseneerenns 513, 813
Table of products.
Spocies. Lbs. Value, ! Species. Lbs. Value.
Black bass ..coocvveeaciennns 320 $20 | Silver perch......cceaeea.ne. 3,015 ! $128
Blue-fieh cc.evvennenen . 3, 960 132 |, Spanish mackerel........... 55, 805 5, 132
Buffalo-ish..c........ . 311,003 | 4,768 || Stripedbass... ............. 22, 880 1,449
Cat-fish ........c......c.0 oo 2,153,134 | 51,420 || Sun-fishes.......c.coemennn... 119, 780 3, 789
Chanuel bass or red-fish...... 465, 200 | 20,529 || Trout ...... RN 586, 048 | 26, 600
Crevalle.....ooveeennnat . 18, 000 690 || Other fish.. . 66. 550 3, 683
Croakers............. - 4328, 775 1 16,080 || Oysaters . ....| 16,714,330 ' 432,068
Drum, fresh-water .. 7,250 74 , i35 101 « J 4,486,726 | 80,576
Drum, palt-water......... .. 18, 570 540 {: Crabs .... ....| 21,468,833 | 12,801
Flounders.....coeveennn.. . 8, 625 654 | Craw-fish ................. .- 84, 950 3,113
Hog-fish ...c.coceeenennnn 126 , Terrapin ceccovvviecenannn.. 41, 680 4,140
Mullet -.....ooeceenannn. 165,818 | 5,871 | Turtle ....cociiinicaarencans 22,395 681
Perch..e.oceccceeaaeea. . 11, 050 500 . Alligator hides...ceeceuce.-. ®) 22, 096
Pompano.......cceaan .. 17,665 ; 1,801 ; —
Sheepshead ............ .. 238, 010 { 12,500 | Total....coocreeannenn- 17, 401, 788 | 718, 587
Shoemaker......ccceceevenn.. 9, 600 346

epresonts 383,076 barrels or 959,180 bushels.
Represont.s 41,092 in number.

'R
? Represents 4,376, 50(?111 nmaber.
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The fishermen of Louisiana are largely of foreign birth, and in a
majority of cases have little attachment to the places where they camp,
moving from place to place according to the productivenecss of the fish-
eries in the various localities. TFor this reason it is extremely difficult
to report the extent of the fisheries of each parish or county sepa-
rately, but for the purpose of securing uniformity in presenting the
figures for all the Gulf States, the following five tables are arranged to
show by parishes the number of persons employed, the quantity and
value of boats, apparatus, etc., and the weight and value of the product.
The last two tables are intended to represent the yield in the vessel
fisheries and in the shore fisheries separately. It must not be under-
stood, however, that there is any difference in the so-called ¢ vessel
fisheries” and the shore or boat fisheries of this State, for their charac-
teristics are identical, and there is probably no sail craft employed in
the fisheriés of Louisiana large cnough to be listed at the custom-house
if measured according to the present regulations.

Table showing the number of persons employed in the Jfisheries of Louisiana in 1897.

On ves- | On ves- | Shoro or| o1

Parishes or counties. sels  |selstrane-| boat flah- el;’“' Total.
fishing. | porting.| ermen. | ™

Calcasien .. 8
Cameron . 7
Jofferson . 450
Lafourche 364
Orleans . . . 803
Plaguemines . . . . 404
St. Bernard... reee B PO . . A 158
t.Charles ............. PR . . 140
St. John the Baptist.... 32
t. Landry ? a57
St.Mary®.. 821
8t. Tammany 34
Tangipahoa .. 26
errebonno . 704
ermilion.... 5
POtAL. e eeeeeenonnnascacccscocracnasassnrasaces 4,403

1 Includes the parishes Pointe Coupéo, Iberville, Avoyclles, and & portion of St. Martin.
2Includes the parishes of Assumption, Iberia, and portions ot 1berville and St. Martin.

Table showing by counties the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fisheries of
Louisiana tn 1897,

Calcasieun. | Cameron. Jefferson. Lafourche. Orleans.

Items.
Wo. | Value. | No. [Value.| No. | Valne. | No. | Value. | No. | Value.

Telnea .

ongs . .-

Agpnrat.us-—shoro fisheriea:
Seines

Sh'.l’ongs ............-........:: .
>hore and accesso! roperty .
Cash cgpital ...... ?'.? .........

Tota) eeeeeeoncenrcanannes

- L IPNURN B - —
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Table showing hy countics the ressels, boats, and apparatus employed in lhe fisheries of
Louisiana in 1897—Continued.

| s !
Plaquemines. | St. Bernard. St J(t’ll:altl Bap- | st Charles. |St. Landry.
Items. e ! . . . .
b No. l Value.| No. | Value. | No. | Value. | No. | Value. | No. | Value.
Boats flshing...c.....o..o... 674 I$(11,810. 151 | $2,415
Toats transporting .. [P PR
Apparatus—shore fis :
Seines .......coc.-.. . 17 . 1,870
Fykenets ....... S R
Minor apparatus. ......eooofeeeeeas| 83 |Lo.... I 566
Lines..oooooeee.n ceaanat 240
TONEB «voeeneraceeeano| 4881 2,340 0 ..., PR
Shoere and accessory prop- i
OILY ccoccrivmnmmnnnnanaan.s eaeeens 13,150 1...... 260
Cash'capital ................. N D
Total cocoomicnnannn.s : ....... T7,508 {.oeen 5,351
i
I 8t. Mary. St Tamany.: Tangipahoa.
Ttems. f - —_ -
No. | Value.; No. ; Value. No. | Value.
|
Vessols fishing .............. . 16 | 87,260 |. .
Tonnage ....... . 98.66 |........ ...
Qutfit............... Ceeeeeen 1,685 Joeeaar]oannnnns
Vessels transporting i 2 14,745 oo oi]eaaa]s
Tonnage ...ceeveeaiaan.a..l 148.21 [.ovvnnefoennonfonannann
Qutfit.....oooooiiiiill. jeemazes 4,800 ... b e eeiea
Boats fishing ... ........ .. 5391 11, 368 $805
Apparatus—vessel fisheries :
Seines ............... PETTI 1 55 i...... [ERRETETE PEPEON EEVETEEE
TONEs .. .cveiniaaaiannns 33 D Ui N .
A pparatus—shorefisheries:
11 11.Y S 2 136 3
Minorapparatus. 50
Lines 4,070
Tongs . . 320 |ecreaeferurraneforancafoaacaens
S8hore and
erty . ...... 16,765 [-.....| 100 |......
Cash’capital . 416,500 (.o e
TOtAL . eeaeeaceceaeaa|eraans 81, 819 |...... 1, 130 055 1oounn. i 68,953 | ..... 165
. | :
SUMMARY.
Items. '+ No. Value. |! Itewms. . No. ! Value,
! [ i
Vesaels fishing $16, 006 | Apparatus—shore fisheries: ;
‘I'onnage e 10857 [ B es e e 135 | $12,156
97141 J . 3,046 ) IFykeneots.......... 188 | 040
Vessels transporting. 17,005 |} Minor apparatils ..c.caeceec]enannnn. 2,539
Tonnage .....c...... Cleeceaaen | Lines «.cieeieriiiiarainciie]onnioan 7,071
Qutfit cooven i 5,600 [' ‘Tongs 1,563 7,615
Boats fishing. 3,008 | 101,114 | Shore and accessory property -[......-. 173,903
Toats trausportin 17 6,490 || Cash capital...c..c...... P PR, 09, 000
Appuratus —vesse ! —_— [ ———
Seines 1 65 Total. ...ceeeccacccccoons|oomesnns 518,813
Tongs 76 384 I
1
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Table showing by counties and species the yield of the fisheries of Louisiana in 1897,

Cameron.

Jeofferson.

Calcasieu. ! Lafourche. Orleans.
Species. — ==l T e e T T T
Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. 'Value. Lbs. Value.! Lbs. Value.| Lbs. |Value.
D T T N i e e P i HoR ARt SRt 320 $26
e e O D N DO B R TP Ll RLE PP E+a Loty 3,460 112
Buitalo-tish 28,900 | $578 | 27,090 514
Cat-figh..coeen..- 12, 800 384 59,420 | 1,627
Channel bass or
Ted-fish «-eeeces 22,080 | 1,080 | 266,705 11,745
Crevalle... RO PR 18,000 690
roakers 400 221 | 154,915 7,743
Drumn, 8RIL-WALEE. |- o vewns|oaeeono|mammemcloemeens|eeamononi]iiee e e 16,170 420
S T e A O O F N P [P Tt] EELP P T by 5,825 309
ullet..... 38,685 | 1,567 | 12,274 400
Perch. - L TTnITUINTIIII ee00 | B4 2,050 | 7B [eeeeciiecloomeesenee s ite et ans
D FO O O R P PP A L A Yol IR Tr 17,100 1,805
Sheepshead.. 1,960 126 | 127,735 6,390
ShoOIDAKET o.ooooloeeenene|reaorenisaneeees|omeeanaloaaeccnaes RO PSR FPPP 9, 346
et R oot I 1730 AT P Lt I 3 2,870 110
Spanishmackerel . .. 3,260 | 326 950 95| 47,7101 4,826
Striped basa..... ! . 720 Y- TN PO ,340 27
Sun-fishes ......- 512 7,170 b7 2 P 45,630 | 1,341
RN ISP P 167,795 | 7,540 | 56,590 | 2,862 | 175,215 7,432
............... 17,200 | 851 7,200 204 | 13,500 755
10,250°| "870| 180,000 [10,142 | 882,010 | 48,601 11,076,425 44,358
................ 83 24,1 584
320,000 | 4,120
21,350

30, 850 l 582 ‘ 54, 800 | 1,686 15, 053, 458 (96,628 (1, 085,585 | 83,437 2,461,854 | 96, 494
Plaguemines. St. Bornard. St.Charles. [St.John Baptist.| St. Landry.
Species. - )

v Lbs. | Value.| Lbs. |Value.| ILbs. Value.| Lbs. | Value.| Lbs. |Value.
Buffalo-fish ....-. 11,000 $220 | 6,000 | $104 23,750 | $480 37,000 $740 | 148,273 | $1,583
Cat-flsh....ccae-- 123,600 | 2,472 | 49, 700 1,080 | 47,500 | 1,014 57, 150 1,482 | 688,831 | 18,580
Channel bass or

red.flsh 44,360 | 2,290 1,000 % 300 21
Croskers ........ 19, 450 28,570 | 2,165

Drum, salt-water
Flounders
Mullet

Sheo‘)sheud
Spanish mackerel,
Striped bass .. ... !
Sun-flghes ...eeeo
Trout. ...

Other

fish ...

167,423

541, 850 ‘m. 860 l 134, 870

4,947

187, 040

744,354 | 15,248
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Table showing by counties and species the yield of the fisheries of Louisiana in 1897—Cont’d.

St. Mary. St. Tammany. | Tangipahoa. Terrebonne. Vermillion.
Species. - - —
Lbs. | Valne.| Lbs. [Valuo. Lbe. |Value. Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Vn1uc.
1
Blue-fish .. 500 $20 -
Butlalo-fish 4,620 118
Cat-fish.... 979,083 | 24,518
Chapnel bas
red-fish ..
Croakers ..
Flounders .
Hog-fish... 75 3
Mullet..... 1,050 21
Pompano.... 26
Sheepshead.... 8,520 341
Silverperch.....fcoceee o]t
Spanish mackerel % 3
Striped bass ..... ... | ...
Sun-tishes ....... 1, 800 36
rout....cccca... 23, 860 948
Other fish B
Oysters...... 389,585 | 22,712
Shrimp ...... 57,800 | 1,136
Crabge.eeieeeniifieeeenan oo
Terraping ....... 14,757 0 2,128 oo e e eeeeee] 25,548 | 1,068 |..o..illf..o....
Tuortles....cceenejececacnenfona.aoy 3,200 84 1,800 447 125 4l .lo....l
Alligators .......[voc.onet L2 ) L P [Pt N A £ -1 PR PN
Total ...... 1,521,580 | 69,387 | 78,083 | 3,867 | 44,413 | 1,812 2,670,471 (154,283 592
SUMMARY.
Speoies. Lbs. Value Species. Lbs. Value.
Black bags ..ccoeacienninnn. 320 $26 || Silver perch...ccceeeenen.n. 3,015 $128
Blue-flsh .. 3, 960 132 || Spanish mackerel veeas 56, 805 5, 132
Buftalo-fish.... 311, 093 4,768 || Striped bass...... 22, 880 1,449
Cat-fish ....ooveveeeioniaa] 2,158,134 51,420 || Sun-tdshes...... 119, 780 3,789
Chanpel bass or red-fish.... 465, 200 20,529 || Trout....ocevuuna. 568, 648 , 500
Crevalle. . S 18, 000 690 || Other fish...... 66, 550 3, 583
Croakers . 328,775 10,980 || Oysters 6,714, 380 432, 088
Drum, fresh-wate: 7,250 74 || Shrimp. 4,486,728 80,576
Drum, salt-water. 18,570 540 {[ Crabe 458, 833 12,891
Flounders .. 9, 625 654 || Craw flsh. 84,950 8,113
Ho%ﬂ h 125 ‘Terrapins 41,680 4,149
Mullet 165, 819 5,871 || Turtles 22,395 581
Perch .. 11, 050 500 || ANigRLOT. .. iiveesecerocefoceosceennnn 22, 096
Pompano. 17, 665 1,891
Sheepshea 238, 010 12, 508 Total..v.oeeereennns. 17, 401,788 713, 587
Shoemaker... 9, 346

Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the vessel fisheries of
Louisiana in 1897.

Lafourche. Orleans. St. Mary. Torrebonne. Total.
Apparatus and
species. Lbs. |Value. Lbs. |Valuo.| Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. | Value.] Lbs. |Value.
Seines:
Channel bass or
- [P PR PP 8, 150 3246
180 7
150 3
1,120 45
4,080 162
1,800 36
Total .ooivenifemcnnnifieanefoneaneii]oannans 13,460 499 |ceeeeaeninennnns 18,460 469
Torgs: B
Oystera..........| 11,080 | $627 | 98.875 (#4,831 | 119,910 | 6,852 | 03,030 | 85,316 (322,875 | 17,126
Grand total. | 11, 060 627 | 98,875 | 4,331 | 133,370 | 7,351 | 03,030 | b, 3’16 336, 335 | 17,626
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and apecies the yield of the shore fisheries of
Louisiana in 1897.

Apparatus and
species.

Calcasieu.

Cameron.

Jefferson.

Lafourche.

Orleans.

Lbs.

Value.] Lbs.

Value.

Lbs. [Value.

Lbs. iValue.

Value,

Silver perch
Spanishmackerel
Striped bass.-...
Suun-fishes .

Shrimp ...
Crabs....cceceee..

w-fish........
Terraping........

Turtle
Alligator hides ..
Total ........

Lines:
Cat-figh..........
Channel bass or

red-fish.....

Shw}’)ahoad ......
Spaniah mackerel
Striped buss
Bun-fishes

Total ........

seaceces

cescoansal

d

381,000

30, 850

Croakers ........{.

16, 100
120

27, 500
1,000

"U4180 | 208
2,850
1,800
10,860
2,000

10, 677

68, 260

Tongs:
Oysters .........

Grand total..

186, 900 |10, 142

871,850 48,974

977, 650

1,586

5,053,458 |96, 628

1,974, 525 |82, 810

2,352,970 | 92,168
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Table showing the yield of the shore fisheries of Louisiana in 1897—Continued.

Apparatus and
species.

Seines :
Buffalo-fish . .
Cat-fish._..........
Channel bass or

red-fish..........
Croakers ..........
Drum,salt-water. ..
Flounders ....-.....

Pompano. ..
Shee shead ........
Spanish mackerel..
Striped bass .......
Sun-fishes ..

I'yke nets:
Buffalo-fish........
Cat-fish............
Drum, fresh-water.

Minor apparatus:
Buffalo-fish........
Cat-fish.eocee......
Channel bass or

red-fish .

Mullet......
Striped baes .
San-fishes ...

Croakers
Mullet. ...
Sheepshead ........
Spanish mackerel. .
Striped bass .......
Sun-fishes

Tongs:
. Oysters............

Grand total...

I’lnqueminea | bt Beruurd | St. (,hn.rleu

St. John Bn.ptist.| St Lnndry

Lbs. anucl Lbs. Value. Lbe. | Val.| Lbs. -anuol Lbs. 'v..l
|t Jpuee
23,760 | $480 | 37,000 | $740 |........eeeee.
21,000 | 465 | 31,000 08 [emrnenilenrees
.................. | 4,500 | 2,200 | 1,000 75 300 21
.......... | 20.500 | 892 | 14,050 | 783 | 28,670 | 2,165 [¢
L 2400 120 ..., ]
.......... Lo00| 2101100
..... 0,000 | 360 | 2,000
...... 5,600 | 338 1. ......
..... 500 60| .. ...
..... 53,000 | 3,220 | 1,200
..... 2000 200| 100
..... 10,700 | o044 | 400
..... 12,400 | 572 2,400
...... 68,000 | 3,560 | 4,160
8,000 | 400 | 2000
....... 52,000 | 1,140 |....c.e.
.................. 325, 060 |14, 334 | 72, 060

.|148,273 |81, 5683
.| 10, 870 254

7,250 74

.1166,893 | 1,911

11, 000
2, 000

162, 520

24, 000 510
6, 500 260

577,961 (18,832

541 0.)0 19 860 i

184, 870 |

132,800 | 2,696 39,810 |1,540 | 32,800 | 1,388 [577,961 {13,332
1, 885, 880 163, 11 R R O K E T
.[1,878, 080 1167, 423 4, 947 187,040 | 7,346 744,354 [15, 248
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Table showing the yield of the shore fisheries of Louisiana in 1897—Continued.

. T s R 7 ormi
Apparatns and __ St. Mar) L St. Tammany.| Tangipahoa. 5 '_l_e_rf‘_o_l_)onne. Vormilion. }
Lbs. 'Vulue. Lbs. ]\"ulue.! Lbs. 'Value.| Lbs. | Val.

species. | Lbs. | Value.

—
| .
sl

Seines : 1
Blue-fish ..c.-... 500 $20 .....odll
Buftalo-igh cocecalomereien|ienennns | $59
(671028 1.1 | T 8 120 258
Channel bass or I| ' , i
red-fish........ a 29, 750 1,167 1,870 )L ¥ Y P 34, 910

Croakers .....
Flounders ....
Hog-fiab ......
Mullet. .
Pompano .
Sheepshead.
Silver perch. .
Spanish mac

orel

12,350 | 34| 9,865 | G85 | 10,610
300 15 [

1,250
25 | 48,603

Other fish.
Shrimp .....
‘Terrapins
Lurtles -ecevevenrien-- i

Total o....... 96.208 | 3,164 | 32,190 | 1,871 23 310 ‘ 1,067 '1 172,611 i

L | :
Minor apparatus: ‘ ] | - 'I
|

Cat-fish i :
Trout 500 | 30 300 17 ...

Crabs... [NOON TG ['ié';.ié'{"'éié' X
Terrapin 2,102 , |

|
Lines:

Buffalo-fish ......| 4,620 118
Catflsh.......... | 8790, 093 "4, He
Cronkers ...oooe jecenenns
Sheepshead. ... .. IR
LPOUb e e vnneenannn omnne U P
Sun-fishes ............ . 800 144
Other fish........l...llo0 1,500 1 94| 1000760 jeeeeeeniilinniien RO SN

Total .......- [ 083,713 | 24,834 | ' 25,110 | 1,628 | 11,850 [ o7 .. o e 27,200 | 502

TR Y I

Y PR TR

Tougs:
OyBters. . anenes 269, 675

Grand total..[1,088,210 | 52, UJU 79, 983 K
i
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Table showing the yisld of the shore fisheries of Louisiana in 1897—Continued.

SUMMARY.
Apparatus and specles. Lbes. Value, ‘ Apparatus and species. Lbs. Value.
Seines: Minor apparatus:
Black bass . ..eocennnnnn.. 320 $26 Buffalo-fish.... . 11, 0600 $220
Bloe-fish ... 3,960 132 Cat-fish ......_. . 32, 300 784
Buffalo-fish. 147,200 2, 847 Channel bass or red-flsh. 4,000 20
Cat-fish ... .ial0 144, 900 3, 700 Croakers....ooeoeeeenne. 2, 000 100
Channel bass or red-fish.. 464, 930 20, 254 Mullet ........ 14,500 514
Crevalle...ccoceececnnannn. 18, 000 890 Striped bass... . , 000 100
CroaKers. .....ccccveeenn. 267,480 13, 059 Sun-fishes ..... .. 7,320 401
Drum, salt-water......... 18,570 540 Trout c.cco... .. 7,700 480
Flounders........ . 9, 625 654 Other fish ..... ... 8, 550 519
Hog-fish 126 5 Shrimp.... . 84, 100 1,784
Mullet . 148, 969 5, 261 Crabs ..... 494, 433 6,879
Perch .. 5, 600 338 Craw-fish . 84, 950 3,113
Pompan 17, 665 1, 89] Torvapins . . 40, 469 4,032
Sheepshead 213, 880 10, 976 Turtles ..... - 22,270 677
Shoemaker......... 9, 600 346 ‘Alligator hides. ceeccaenifeeeraenan.. 22, 096
Silver peroh........ 8,015 128
Spanish mackerel .. 50, 505 4,575 Total.ceeeeeeneannnns 8186, 592 41, 619
Striped bass ....... . 16, 780 1, 049
Sun-fishes.......... . 69, 780 2,355 || Linesa:
Trout.......... ceen 494,723 22,086 Buffalo fish.....c.c....... 4,620 118
. 43, 500 2,266 Cat-fish .-.| 1,965,064 46, 082
4, 400, 826 78, 756 Channel bass or red-fish. 120 9
1,211 117 Croakers . 59,115 2,914
125 4 ullet .. - 2,200 93
.o Perch... .- 5,450 162
Total..cciarainnnnnn. 6,541,289 | 172,955 Sheepshead ............. 23,010 1,485
Spanish mackerel....... 5,300 557
Striped bass ....o....... 4,100 300
148,273 1,583 Sun-fishes 42, 680 1,033
1v, 870 254 Trout...... 60, 165 3,772
7,250 4 Other fish . 13, 500 798
Crabs ..... 064, 400 6,012
Total..ceeenoenaann.. .. 166, 393 ] 1,011 |
' Totaleeenveeraonnn-. 8,149,724 63, 935
Tongs: _—
OFBters «o..ceveeeennnnnn. 6,391,455 | 415, 542 i Grand total ......... 17, 085, 453 695, 962

Only about one-third of the fishery products of Louisiana enter
into the wholesale trade, the remaining two-thirds being sold direct
from the boats to the retail merchants and consumers. The wholesale
oyster trade is centered at Morgan City and Houma. The trade in
oysters at New Orleans is more extensive than at Morgan City and
Houma combined, but it is almost exclusively retail and very few are
shipped from that city. The trade at Morgan City originated about
1880 and at Houma in 1889. The business at the latter point fell off
on account of depleted beds, but was revived in 1896. Nearly all the
oysters received are opened and shipped throughout the West. The
extent of the business at each point during 1897 was reduced by the
quarantine regulations during October and November.

The great bulk of the shrimp caught in Louisiana are sold to the
Chinese driers in the Barataria section, to the canners in New Orleans,
and to the retail trade in New Orleans, only a small proportion being
consumed in the fishing settlements. In the Barataria section there
are three Chinese camps devoted to drying shrimp, principally for
export to the Orient. This industry was begun in 1873 and although
badly affected by the storm of 1893, and by serious competition with a
similar business in Mexico, yet it is still in fairly prosperous condition.
In 1897 these camps received 1,331,736 pounds of fresh shrimps, costing
$10,304, which yielded 142,510 pounds of dried, worth $21,185. They
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also prepared 61,147 pounds of dried fish, using 142,510 pounds of
miscellaneous fresh fish, but most of the fish-drying was done by them
at temporary camps on Timbalier Island.

The wholesale cat-fish trade is conducted at Morgan City, Melville,
and the village of Plaquemine. The trade originated at Morgan City
in 1873 and reached its maximum in 1893, 7The origin of the trade at
Melville followed shortly after the completion of the Texas and Pacific
Ruilroad through that place, and that at Plaquemine dates only from
1897. During the year covered by this report the gross weight of cat-
fish received at Morgan City was about 842,575 pounds; at Melville,
367,402 pounds, and at Plaguemine, 7 0,483 pounds, in addition to which
there was a small quantity of other species received at each point.

The following table shows the extent of the wholesale business at
each place in 1897:

Table showing the wholesale irade in fishery produots for Louisiana in 1897.

| .
New Or-
Morgan Barataria -
Ttems. | Houwa. ¢ leans and Total.
City. section. | 1 o whore.
Eatablishmonts «.coececceccenencaccecses 4 5 3 8 20
alue...... e $11, 085 $9,450 $20, 600 - $71, 805 $112, 840
Casli capital e 319, 500 $9,700° $5, 500 $34, 300 $09, 000
Einployees ..o.oeencereeneanneecaecnas 161 114 24 108 488
Products received: |
Qysters «..eeeveen vescosese ...barrels.. 95, 834 84,468 [ .oieaniiiiiforeirnnnnnns 180, 302
AlUO «eecccrecacanacasccccssannasan $84, 039 $84,408 | ool )ieeiiiian.s $168, 507
Shrimp .... .. cpounds. . feeeeeioieniifaniiiaiannen 1,331,736 | 1,142,360 2, 474, 008
VAIUG oo coecernarnacasssncananronsans|socsssassansloorcooncnas 810, 304 $22, 847 $33, 151
Catfieh ..oeeevcennennnas .pounds.. 842,575 |.. - 63°, 212 1, 481, 887
Valllo .ocavceevnrecotcaccascsncsasans $21, 004 $14,384 $35,448
Buffalo-fish .c.oeav...e cecenves 128, 168 129, 168
VAlU® . .occncecciernnonncancoscecsons e $1, 382 $1, 382
Otber fish.. 142,610 [.cevervnnnnn 142,510
B ieencrecncssasssvanen . $1,833 [..ovieoeants $1,

Valu
Products as sold : |
Number of oysters sold opened. . ..| 28, 887,480 | 33, 787, 250

Value . $131, 039 $136, 687 |..

Value .............................:.
Number of cans of shrimp prepared..

6717, 106
$32, 487

AlUO .. eeeraarrnnnenn
Pounds of cat-fish..

alue
Pounds of buffalo-flsh...dressed w

Value
Pounds of other tish dried
Value
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FISHERIES OF TEXAS.

The fisheries of Texas are confined almost exclusively to the coastal
indentations and their estuaries. In the Gulf of Mexico very few fish
are caught, the ouly important fishery prosecuted there being the
taking of red snappers. The principal fisheries in the bays are seining
and oystering, while associated with these and of lessimportance are the
use of green turtle nets, cast nets, lines, spears, etec. The history and
method of the fisheries and the fishery resources of Texas were described
in considerable detail in the report of the U. 8. I'ish Commission for
1891, to which reference should be made.'

The general condition ot the fisheries in 1897 did not compare favor-
ably with that of 1890, there being a decrease at nearly all points except
Matagorda Bay and Sabine Lake. The persons employed numbered
1,277 in 1890 as against 1,199 in 1897. The value of vessels, boats,
apparatus, shore property, etc., decreased from $319,122 to $237,496, the
reduction being greatest in the case of shore property and cash capital.
The value of the products in 1890 was $313,832 against $286,610 in 1897,
In 1880 the persons employed numbered 601; the capital invested,
$42,400, and the value of the products, $128,300. The greatest decrease
in products in 1897 is noticed in the case of oysters, but nearly all
the fisheries show some falling-off since 1890.

A noticeable exception to this is the yield of red snappers, of which
only 4,809 pounds were obtained in 1890, whereas the product in 1897
approximated 464,791 pounds, valued at $17,451. Prior to 1892 the
red-snapper fishery was of little value in Texas, being confined to an
occasional trip at odd intervals. Since then animportant and profitable
fishery has been developed at Galveston, the vessels making weekly
trips to the banks south of that port.

The seine fishing is the most valuable and extensive fishery in Texas.
The number of seines has increased from 136 in 1890 to 171 in 1897,
but the yield shows a falling-off, the catch in 1890 being 3,78G,100
pounds, whereas in 1897 it was 3,661,035 pounds; the value being
$157,502 in the former year and 8143,070 in the latter. The decrease
in the yield of the seines is greatest in case of sheepshead, the total
yield of that species in 1890 being 759,050 pounds, whereas in 1897 it
was but 464,024 pounds. Trout, croakers, and several other species
slhiow eonsiderable decrease. On the other hand, the yield of blue-fish,
flounders, Spanish mackerel, and shrimp has increased.

The oyster industry shows a much greater decrease since 1890 than
the seine fishery. The yield in 1890 aggregated 440,800 bushels, valued
at $127,990, whereas in 1897 it was but 355,910 bushels, worth $94,663
at first hands. This is due to business depression in several of the
coastal towns and to the failure of the princilnl aﬂempts made at oyster

! The Coast l'isheries of Texas, by Chnrl(s H Stevonson, Report U. 8. Fish Com-
mission for 1889-1891, pp. 373-420,
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culture about 1890. The decrease is greatest in Galveston, Aransas,
and Corpus Christi bays—the yield in Sabine Lake showing a consider-
able increase. While some experimental work at oyster culture is now
in operation, practically the eutire market receipts are from the public
reefs. These oysters are shipped raw to the trade throughout the west
and southwest and to Mexican points, none of them being steam-canned.,

The green-turtle fishery has never been of great cousequence on the
Texas coast, yet its present extent is very much less than formerly, the
decrease since 1890 being about 60 per cent. Most of the green turtle
are taken by gill nets or fly nets, the percentage taken in seines being
very small. Notwithstanding an increase of 10 per cent in number of
nets used in 1897 over 1890, the gill-net yield in the two years decreased
from 585,000 to 237,385 pounds. The scarcity of green turtle is gener-
ally attributed to the vigorous fishery prosecuted along the Mexican
coast. Several green-turtle canneries were formerly operated in Texas,
but they have been closed on account of the scarcity of turtles, and the
product is now placed on the market fresh.

Cast nets, hand lines, spears, and crab traps constitute the minor
apparatus employed, and their yield fluctuates from year to year
according to the prosperity of other industries along the coast. If the
other industries of the coast towns give steady employment to the
laborers, the latter spend but little time in fishing with this class of
apparatus.

The general extent of the fisheries of Texas in 1897 is presented in
the following series of three tables, showing the number of persons
engaged, the quantity and value of boats, apparatus, etc., employed,
and the weight and vaiue of the catch:

Table of persons employed.

I How ongaged. No.

On voasels fishiDE..coooeiiiiiiiiiii e 175
T shore or boat fisheries.......ooveeniiiae. 965
On shore, in figh-houses, 6t0.ccveeneeieiiinenene.. 50

]
=]
&
=
E
.

'

.

'

.

.

.

'

.

'

'

'

'

»

'

'
=
—
@©
=]

|

Ttews. . No. ! Value. || Items. No. ‘ Value.

I et R |_--__
$36, 565 |i Agpamt:m—ﬂhoro fisherios:

| 130 + (-1 TR 147 : $15,517
Turtlo gill nets. .. 204 | 1, 254
Custnets......... 158 542
Minornets ..c.cocveennn..... 60 20
Apparatus—vessel fisheries: . Linces 393
Seines ceee 24 2,702 |, SPOALS «.cverrracmoancnnns | .......... 562
Turtle gill nots. 15 ‘Tongs and rakes .......... ; 285 1,688
Lines........... 148 | Shol‘emldMceasoryproperty| .......... 55, 155
Tougs and rakes ... .o 43 255 | Cash capital.......oeeanenot [ P 30, 000
i Total...oovieianannnn.. | .......... 237,490

¥ C99—-11
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Table of products.

4

Species. Lbs. Value. | Species. Lbs. Value.
Bluefish ..o coeeveernannans 29,540 | $1,281 ‘ Pompans.ccicecceeeccanecnns 17, 850 $812
Buffaloflsh .......c.ooiiilt 12, 200 470 '} Rod anapper ................ 464,791 | 17,453
Cat-fish coveervniniienannnn. 71, 230 { 3,035 |f Sheepshead ........ .. 467,504 | 21,723
Channel bass or red-tish...... 1, 144, 376 51. 922 || Spanish mackerel .. .. 40,710 1,838
Crevalle..ooeeeceeecaeacaenas 18, 000 743 || Striped bass..... .. 8,950 384
Croakers ... ooeevaeeeacananns 136,700 | 6,007 (| Sturgeon...... . 22, 400 084
Drum .coeenmiinincaniaaanns 50,400 | 2,046 || Trout...... ..b 1,011,620 | 46,025
Flounders.....ccoveecveaaeass 218,025 [ 9,819 || Other fish .. .. 80, 500 2,648
GTroupPers....cceeveeeacacacnce 3,463 84 (| Shrimp 360, 530 7,464
Hog-flsh.cc.ooovieeiimnniannn 15, 885 784 || Crabls ... 1138,120 3, 689
Joew-fish. _.....cociiiiiien. 33,281 1,083 || Tartles.. .. 237,885 6, 860
Mullet, fresh -cooeveeaeaoa.on. 60,350 | 2,167 | Torraping........ .. 3,880 507
h[ullet, salted..........ooo... 500 25 || Oy8ters ...ceveccnnrcnrcscnns 42,401,370 | 94,063
D o) ) 3 A 32,150 | 1,508

PiKO cccevcerrrccecccnccnncans 22,730 089 Total...c.oocinenaaannn. 7,174,550 1 286, 610

| Represonts 424,360 in number. 2 Represents 355,910 bushels.

The principal localities where the Texas fisheries are prosecuted are
the bays formed between the mainland and the outlying chain of
islands and peninsulas, viz, Galveston, Matagorda, Aransas, Corpus
Christi, and Laguna Madre; also Sabine Lake, in the extreme eastern
part of the State; this, however, is an expansion of the Sabine River
rather than a bay. The only important fishery prosecuted outside of
these indentations is the red-snapper fishery carried on in the Gulf
of Mexico from the port of Galveston.

The most important of these localities from a fishery point of view
is Galveston Bay, the value of its fisheries in 1897 approximating
$102,772, whereas in 1890 it amounted to $160,869, the decrease being
greatest in the yield of oysters, the value of which in 1890 was $72,140
and in 1897 $36,201. The value of the yield by seines in Galveston
Bay decreased from 379,909 in 1890 to 60,261 in 1897,

Second in importance to Galveston Bay is Corpus Christi Bay, the
value of its fishery yield in 1897 being $52,370, against $45,625 in 1890,
the increase being in the yield by seines, due to an increase in the
number employed. The value of the oyster product of Corpus Christi
Bay in 1890 was $18,350, whereas in 1897 it was 814,977. A noticeable
feature of the fisheries of this bay is the large increase in the yield of
shrimp, fromn 10,000 pounds in 1890 to 224,400 pounds in 1897.

The value of the fisheries of Matagorda Bay are only slightly less
than those of Corpus Christi, amounting to $51,328 in 1897. This is a
great improvement over 1890, when the value was but $33,693. The
increase has occurred principally in the seine fishery, the value of
which in 1890 amounted to 3,593 and in 1897 to $25,358, the number
of seines used increasing in the same time from 5 to 29. The oyster

- yield of Matagorda Bay was 109,350 bushels, worth $29,200 in 1890,
and 95,816 bushels, valued at $23,768, in 1897. The fishery resources
of Matagorda Bay are second to none on the Texas coast, their present
minor rank being due to lack of sufficient transportation facilities,
although they are now very much better than in 1890. Port Lavaca
is the shipping-point for the products of this bay.
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The fisheries of Aransas Bay show a considerable falling-off since
1890, when its rank was second among the Texas bays, the value
amounting to $62,822, against $36,236 in 1897. The decrease is most
apparent in the seine fishery, the 29 seines used in 1890 yielding
1,244,100 pounds of fish, worth $43,562; whereas in 1897 the yield in
the 28 seines was but 638,636 pounds, for which the fishermen received
$26,009. The oyster yield of Aransas Bay in 1890 was 26,550 bushels,
worth 6,600, and in 1897 it was increased to 28,700 bushels, valued at
$6,872.

The fisheries of Sabine Lake have developed considerably during
regent years, increasing in value from $4,038 in 1890 to $12,530in 1897,
due principally to the utilization of the oyster reefs at the lower end
of the lake, which yielded 32,164 bushels in 1897 and many more than
that in 1898. The fisheries of the lower end of Laguna Madre and of
several other points on the coast are of minor importance, due to lack
of suitable transportation facilities.

The following tables show in detail the extent of the fisheries of
each of the above-mentioned localities, the figures being presented by
counties. The counties which border Galveston Bay are Galveston,
Harris, and Chambers; the fisheries of Matagorda Bay are prosecuted
from Matagords and Calboun counties, those of Aransas Bay from
Aransas Oounty, Corpus Christi Bay from Nueces County, Laguna
Madre from Cameron County, and Sabine Lake from Jefferson Oounty.
The Brazoria County fisheries arc prosecuted in Brazos River and in
West Bay, and the red-snapper fishery of Galveston County in the
Gulf of Mexico.

Table showing the number of persons employed in the fisheries of Texas in 1897,

Boat or
On ves-
shore Shores-
Counties. sels flsh- {isher- men. Total.

ing.

men.

Aransas....
Brazoria .
Calhoun..
Cameron ...
Chambers........
Galveston........
Harris .....
Jeflerson. . .
Matagorda..........

ueces
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Table showing by counties the vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fisheries of

Texas in 1897.

Aransas. Brazoria. Cameron. Chambers.
Itema. -
. No. Value. | No. | Value. No. | Value.| No. | Value.
Vessels fishing ........ 3. 81,900

Tonnage.... cee| 28,26 cn....-

Outfit..... P P 921
Boatsoceecenananan. - 08 | 12,855
Apparatus—vessol

fisheries :

SeINes cveceeiiiaanns 2 220

Turtle nets .......-.. 17 8

Tongs and rakes.....|-cceoeoifiaeia o
Apparatus—shore flsh-

eries:

Seineés ...... PP, 26 3,028

Turtle nets . 48 270

Cast nets 24 82

Lines.c.eeeenecnnnce|oneenan. 30

SPears ......oceeveaasfecsecann 10

Tongs and rakes..... 22 132
Shore and accessory

Property .......ceeeee .| 6,820 |.

Cash capital

Total eoeceencaccelanannnn. 35,383

Galvestoun.

Harris.

: Matagorda.

Nuoces.

Jtoms.

No. | Value.

No. | Value.

No. | Value.

No.

Value.

Apparatus—veasel fish-
eries:

Lines coccecraccaencclocacnans
Tongs aud rakes..... 10
Apparatus—shore flsh-
eries:
Seines ....eeveeveenn.
‘Lurtle nets .
Cast nets ...

Spears ......ce.icaens
Tongs and rakes.....
Shore and accessory

property.. .-
Cash capital ..
Total «cennnnneansfeneennn 91,637 {.......| 8,801 .o....| 4,804 |...c... 8,727 |.veucen 85, 090
SUMMARY.
Items. No. Value. No. Value.
!
Veossols fishing ...coooooavana.. 45 | $36,565 .| Apparatus-—-shore fisheries:
Tonnage 508.81 |.cececn.an] SeiDe8.ccoce..oiiiiiiiila. 147 $15, 517
OQutfit ooeececeaceecceaneccece|eenanaat 15,119 | ‘Lurtlenets.................. 204 1,254
BOALS .cvcoevemrocccceneneeeeas| 086 ] 77,011 | Castnets......ecoceeceeenn.. 158 642
..... 60 20
Apparatus—vessel fisheries: | | o Lines ........iiiiiiiiiiinfiieiias 393
OIDEB. e eevernrmraaracerananan 24 2,762 [ T 52
Turtle nota 22 115! Tongs and rokes ............ 285 1,688
%% T S 148 || Shore and accessory property.|..-..... 55,155
Tongs and rakes ....... 43 255 [ Cash oapital........ PN P 30, 000

237, 496
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Table showing by counties and specics the yield of the fisheries of Texas in 1897.

Aransas. Brazoria. Callioun. Cameron. ‘ Chawmbers.
Species.
re Lbs. [Value| Lbs. |Value., Lbls. |Value) Lbs. |Valme. Lbs. |Value.
,300 | 3380 400 $20 6,400 | $265 2,000 $70 250 $14
11,000 I 7 T P A P 21,000 § 1,050 J.coieeoifennnnnn
9,840
7
Spanish mackerel
Striped bass
Sturgeon
rout....
Other fish
Shrimp
Crabs. .
Turtles....
Terraping ..........
YBLOrS. ..n e ouen .. 200, 800 | 6,872 268, 002
Total ......... 923,076 '36, 230 880, 666 |34, 680 ; 208,780 | 8,165 { 79,700 | 8,926
Galvoston. Jefferson. l Matagorda. Nueces
Spooies.
! Lbs. | Value.| Lbs. !Value. Lbs. |Valuo.! Lbs. [Value.| Lbs
Blue-fish. ....... eee 3,850 $201 750 1 R T 320 $10 6,770
Buffalofigh..... U OO, PPN PO R 12, 200 T0 [vececaae]omcanncforonanans
at-fish............. 6, 000 240 eeeiieniloanaann 33,230 | 1,250 {.coeeiii]rannnnfocniaaan o
Cbannel bass .......| 255,630 { 14,401 | 73,620 | 4,252 [ 11,700 6 21, 800 804 { 249, 700
Crevalle...... veeeea| 6,60 331 | 1,400 k11 PPN PN teeeend] 8,000
Cronkers ...........| 61,800 { 2,575 15,750 2,200 23,100
TUM . cenescomareses , 5 941 | 5900 300 1,000) 45 |........[. veee..| 16,800
Flounders..........[ 54,1251 3,209 | 7,050 2, 650 110 | 62,250
Groupers ...........| 3,463 84 [..... TN SR P
(798 1) | I 4,950 207 | 1,500 240 8,000
Jow-fiah.........o..[ 19,081 648 |..... O e
Mullet, fresh ....... 15, 800 670 | 1,200 P PO 9, 600 307
Orch..cvicecnacanee 9,400 604 2, 000 4, 600 161
Pike....oevrenecenns| 6,850 264 | 1,800 11,900 481
Pompano..eeeene... 800 48 [..... . 4, 850 174
Red snapper........ 464,791 | 17,453 |..oovodeneee]iieieeefiernend]ieneneefenneen]eeiiiaaaide veeene
heepshoad.......... 133,750 | 7,650 | 37,800 109,000 | 4,116
Spanish mackerel...| 3,600 288 | 1,000 12,610 613
Striped basg........ 1, 000 60 200 2,100 80
TOUL...convenncnnnn 216, 500 | 12, 522 | 56, 300 313,650 | 11, 866
Other fiab .......... 14, 000 84 4,500 20, 740
Brimp eennnnnnsns 2,500 | 5,900 224,400 | 2,674
Crabs.. 2,800 |ooeennn. 6, 820 259
Turtles .. 1,170 | 4,700 116,140 | 2,846
Terrapins . 120 [ueeeennnfovaneaal 1,850 | 260 | ... i feeeee deeiieniiaeenas
Oysters 81,371 | 71,640 ! 436,210 | 14,977
Total 101, 827 |292, 410 15,501 {815, 858 |12, 630 (450, 080 (18, 048 |1,085,700 | 52, 370
SUMMARY.
|
Species. Lbs. ' Value. | Species. Lbs. Value.
Blueflgh........ eeeonann .. 26, 540 21,281 Il Pompano.....cceeuvennenn. 17, 850 $812
Buffalo-fish. ... 12, 200 470 || Red snapper coceveonnoa.. 464, 791 17, 453
Cat-fish .... 71, 230 3,035 |} Shoopshead ..... 467, 504 21,723
Channel bass. 1,144, 376 51,922 || Spanish mackerel ......... 40,710 1,039
Crevalloe.ee e eernrennnencnn 18, 00 743 || Striped bass............... . 950
Croakers . 136, 700 6,007 || Sturgeon.........cooae.... 22,400 9
rum.... e 50,400 2,040 || Trout ....coovaemvaaaii., 1,013, 620 45, 525
Flounders. . . 218, 026 9,818 || Othior fiah . 0, 500 2,846
roupers. . , 4063 84 j| Shrimp..cceeeeeiiaaaa. .. 860, 630 7,464
og-tish.. . 16, 685 784 l Crabs eecveeriieneernnenn. 138,120 8, 689
ew-flgh... . 83,281 1,083 | Turtled.ceeeeiceciinninan. . 6, 860
Mullet, fresh. . 80, 350 2,167 || Terraping ..cvevennennn.... 8, 880 507
Mullet, salted .. . 500 25 || OYBLOrS veveuvernnnennennn. 2, 491,870 04, 083
Perch ........ . 32,150 1,508
Pike . 11010000 ceeerannnn- 22,780 | 989 Total.......... veeaee 7,174,550 | 286,610
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the vessel fisheries of Texas

in 1897.
Aransas. Calhoun. Galveston.
Apparatus and species. = - e
Lba. Value. Lbs. Value. Lbs. Value.
Seines:
Blue-fish..eeecerecces oo 1,100 346 2,400 $105 35 $21
Channel bass or red-fish. 37,500 1,571 , 800 4,068 23, 000 1,284
Crevalle ...ccvevveenn. ... 200 7 800 30 600 31
Cronkers .......c.ceuecu... 4, 650 184 10, 600 408 8,200 160
Drom..c.eoenineacnnnn... 4560 b (R PR 000 45
Flouanders ..c.c..ccen.... 4, 500 196 11,950 505 1,800 104
Hog-fish caeoeeiieaeo.oo. 480 22 , 62 75 450 27
Jow-fish eeecceaaaaiaiio. 300 ) ) P
Mullet..eecereancanaaaaa. 2, 800 106 550 -3 S A D,
B o] ) O e 4,050 169 500 30
D 22 ) - T 130 6 650 34
POMPANO «cvveeeeeeannnn. 900 38 2,470 SO 1 OO SRR
Sheepshead .............. 9, 500 399 32,074 1,347 11, 000 620
Spanish mackerel........ 1, 800 T 3,500 159 400 32
Striped bass ............. 1, 450 62 300 2
Trout...cee... veeme 27,350 1,146 66, 600 2,798 19, 600 1,100
L0 YT - P e Y P,
hrimp .... oo 160 5 3,200 100 1, 000 30
Turtles.... .- 2, 700 108 685 20 2,800 110
Terraping................ _.150 L D PR PP OGN [ P T,
Total eeeeuuen.. ceeeen 95, 789 4, 057 237, 744 9,938 66, 250 3,628
Lines: i
Groupers coeceeviecenneaan 3,463 84
Jew fish ..... 18,181 440
Red snappers . 464, 701 17, 453
Total ...... . 486, 435 17,977
Turtle nets:
Turtles .cc.ooeeeeanannan. 8, 640 343 8, 920 358 feeeeiiie e,
Tongs and rakes: :
L0717 - ] P e 169, 162 6,054 129, 080 | 5, 229
Grand total .......... 104, 429 4,400 415, 826 16, 351 681, 765 26, 834
Harris. Matagorda. Nuoces. Total,
Apparatus and speci
Lbs. | Value, Lbs. Value.| Lbs. Value. Lbs. | Value.
Seines: :
Blue-fisheceeoeceeccsssen. 850 321 820 816 3102 7,090 8311
Channel bass or red-tish. 37,5600 2,100 10, 800 454 3,457 298, 309 12, 932
Crevalle ...c.coccevviannn. 400 2+ I P PR FOSoN PRI 2, 000 88
5,100 274 1, 306
D 120 (R 528
1,210
164
13
184
838
276
268
6, 304
560
124
11, 228
86
268
432
67

Total .....ccuce..... ..| 105,900 | 5,792 26,170 | 1,088 | 289,230 I 11,172 | 831,083 | 85,686
Lines:

Groupers . 8,463 84
ew-filah .... 18, 181 440
Red snappers 464,701 | 17, 463
Total . 486,435 17,977

Turtle nets: .
PN 1 DO IO PRI FOUUPUI FPPUI U | 17,560 701

Tongs and rakes: |
Oysters....ccveeceeen.... 42,140 1,812 234,200 8,477 39,200 ' 1,337 613, 872 22, 909
Grand total.......... 148,040 | 7,604 | 200,460 | 9,675 ; 838,430 | 12,500 |1, 948,850 | 77,278

;
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and speoies the yield of the shore fisheries of Teras

in 1897,
Aransas, Brazoria. Calhoun. Cameron. Chambers.
Apparatus and
species, | |
Lbs. }anue. Lhs. |Value. Lbs. |Value] Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. |Value.
Seiues:

Blue-fiah.caeeenns.. 8,200 | $334 40 $20 | 4,00 $160 { 2,000 $70 260 $14
Channel baas. .. 196,107 | 8,038 | 14, 000 630 {131,410 ( 6,508 | 32,640 { 1,142 | 14, 860 852
Creovalie ....... X 00 . ... 20 0

Croakers ......
Flounders
Hog-fish...........
Jow-fisb...........
Maullet, fresh
Mullet, salted......

Span hmaokerol..
Striped bases......
Sturgeon ...
Trout ....
Other fish.

0
71 000 ! 2,910

8,000 | 342
800 | 32
169, 500 | 6, 906
15, 000 ‘ 450
2. 060 58
14,000 | 540
os0 | 160

|
542, 847 }21, 952

162, 040

Turtle nets:
Turtles.....cce....

Cast pets:
Croakers ...oocu.-.

0,840

|

Mollet..eceaeens-. 2,600 77
Peroh......... veeed| 1,500 60
Trout.............. 8,500 | 140
Shrimp............ 1,500 | 48
Total ..... f 9,100 ( 825
Lines: i
Cat-fish............] 11,000 !
Channel bass 8, 000
Jew fish .. 12, 000
Trout «oveevevrenonoverennnn .
Crabs. 4,800 [ .
Total coveenn-en 33,800 1,407 |
Spears: ! f
Flounders ......... 32,000 | 1,280 t.......f....... 3400 ) 186 bt
Tongs and rakes: |
OyBters.oeue.o..o..| 200,900 | 6,872 | 60,820 | 2,300 | 98,840 | 3,257 | 73,600 | 2,100 | 41,020 | 1,768
Grand toml....[ 818, 647 (31,836 | 93,520 ‘ 4, 237 464, 840 |18, 320 IéaTz, 780 | 9,155 8,926
GAlveswn. l Marris. J oﬂ‘orson. [ Matng;rda Nueces.
Apparatus and | —— :l
specios. Lbe. 'Vnmo.‘l Lbs. [Valuo! Lbs. [Value| Lbs. [Valuo.| Lbe, [Value,
Seines: i I {
Biuofiah yueeeenne. 3,000 r #180 ? 400 |82l 4,200 | 108
Buftalo-fish.cceeen|eaeenaeaienaaeedieeiiiidianies 2,200 ST T
at-fish...... ecerensss [ ...................... 6, 40 )
Channe) bass .1 228,630 12, 087 | 86,120 | 2,152 9, 600 6,023
Crevalle ... 0, 000 1,000 1N P R SN 3, 000 105
Croskers 48,000 | 2, e 10,650 | 545 1,200 16,000 |  06B2
rum...... 21,050 , 898 3,700 | 185 1,000 200 2
Flounders . 24,825 | 1,480 200 8,700 822
og-fish ... 4,500 | 270 . 3,000 118
Jow-fish ..... R [ O N LR TIEE Ty PSR NS IS AOREUN ST
Moullet, fresh......! 5,800 270 | 2,000 70
Pearch........ 6, 500 2, 600 92
Piko....... ¢, 000 | 330 | 6, 400 236
Pompano .. 600 1, 800 72
Sheepahcad 119,750 ! 6,75 o [19, eoo 62,000 { 2,328
Spanish mackerol.. 200 2561 300 7. 300 292
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Table showing by counties, apparatus, and species the yield of the shore fisheries of Texas
in 1897—Continued.

Galveston. ‘ Harris. Jofferson, | Matagorda. Nuecces.
Apparatus and
species. Lba. anne [ Lbs. |Value. Lbs. |Value.| Lbs. IValue. Lbs, I Value.
Seines—Continued. ‘ § I ’
Striped bass....... R b3 112 (R R O N N [ 1,200 $40
Tronte..ooeoaina... 101, 100 (11,074 | 28,500 $1, 680 3,800 437 7,498
Otherfigsh.......... 10, 000 s 740
Sbrimp ... ...l 04,000 1, 820
Turtles... ....| 382,000 eveneen
Torraping .......- 1 200 [§ P,
Total .......... 778,355 (42,036 :114,970 | 6, 637 1 43, 600 I 2,376 ! 27,200 | l.OQd 670, 300 { 20. 765
Turtle nets: | | ——‘l | I —__|_
Turtles........ooo|oeaaiiaifiaii.. R A R R T Jreeeees femmeeeaeliaaat 116, 140 2 346
Cast nets: I ! i ‘ _ |
........ 6,000 180
! -1 83400"| "85
| 15,400 | 724 oo T 59,400 | 1,034
===
Crabs....eenenen.n. i 112, 000 | 2,800
Lives: T
Catfish ...... 6, 000 240
Channel bass . 4, 000 240
Jow-fiah ...... 1, 800 108
Sheepshead. .. 3.000 180
out......... 2. 800 168
Other fish. 4, 000 240
Crabs..oieeeiecee]oaeiiioeaane
Total .......... 21,600 | 1,176 |........
Spears: T
Floundors ......... 27,500 | 1,615
Tongs and rakes: ) |
OFBLErH.cucennsnnss 692, 340 (20,142 | 29, 400 | 1.260 225, 148 8,355 I](}8 420
Grand total. ...", 547,195 —,Zéa_ilu.,s% I . 897 I31., 658 |12, 530 |195 620 | 7,073 Ix 207,270 | 49, 861
1
SUMMARY.
i
Apparatus and species. Lbs. Value. Apparatus aud species. Lbs. Value.
Seines: Cnat nots:
22, 450 $970 Croakers..oieeeiieanennnn. 2. 000 260
12,200 470 Mullct .- 21, 600 "7
, 400 286 Torch . 3, 900 204
Chanuel bass or red-tish. ... 831,367 | 38,280 'Trout 11,300 512
8:‘0\';:110 .................... 1(1)2'223 5 gi; Shrimp.... 60, 600 1,108
roakers . 3, 90300”9696
2190 | 101 || Total.veeenrnnsnennns ___00.400 | 2,020
79,625 | 4,754 Iantle neta:
12, 700 620 Turtles ..c.cecenennnnnn.... 159, 120 3,007
1,000 42 || Minor nots:
33,800 | 1,230
500 25 Crabs ool ]12 000 2, 800
........ 20,400 964 ;| Linea:

..... 15, 650 ns Cat-fish .oeeveviianinnn.. G4, 830 2,740
Pompano. .. 11, 600 544 Channel bass or red-flah. .. 14, 700 710
Sheepshenad ......... 342,950 | 16,210 | Jew-fish.....eoo . 3 588
Spanish mackerel ... 28,800 | 1,379 Sheepshend . 200
Striped bass......... G, 000 260 Trout ....... 313
Sturgeon. .. 22,400 084 Other fish . 460
Trout...... 729,020 [ 33,472 (07 ¢+ 1 1 889
Other fish.. 51,000 | 2,100 Total..uuennrnnn. 5.918
%llﬂl;lp- e 201,560 | 6,080 Spoars =| =

4 o o :
'1::;“;’;,;5 = 4;‘;‘ ?‘:8 L ;::8 Flounders................. ' 110,900 | 4,855
i Tongs and rakes:
Total. . een oo 2,729, 952 ‘117, 384 Oysters .......... 1,877,468 | 71,754
Grandtotal............ " 5,225,600 | 209, 837
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The extent of the wholesale trade in fishery products on the Texas
coast is set forth in the following summary. Most of the products of
Matagorda, Aransas, and Corpus Christi bays are shipped respectively
from Port Lavaca, Rockport, and Corpus Christi to the west and south-
west, and the same is true of the red snappers caught off Galveston.
But most of the products of other sections of the coast are consumed
in the localities where obtained. A noticeable feature of the wholesale
fish trade on this coast is the organization effected by the fishermen
several years ago of union or cooperative fish markets, the profits of
which are shared in by the fishermen. But at present these are not
patronized by the fishermen as generally as three or four years ago.
There is no drying, pickling, smoking, or canning of fishery products
along the Texas coast.

Statement showing the cxtent of the wholesale trade in fishery products for Texas in 1897.

i Corpus Christi. i Galvoston. l Port Lavaca. | Rockport. i Total.
Items. : YT T
| No. ‘ Value. { No. | Value.; No. (Value.! No. Valuo,: No. [ Value.
— | i
Establishments. . 2 |$l2, 100 | 1| 3,300 2 |$10,800 , 2 1%6, 500 | 7 | $32.700
Cash capital .....|ccoees. . 76,000 ---..... 2000 .euens-nn 13,000 |...e.... 9,000 . ...... 30, 000
Tons of ice used. 200 | 1,000 120 480 180 | 1,120 200 | 1,400 | 700 | 4,600
Employees. ...... H[ooonnns 4 i Tleeenn-. . A e
Products handled. | ] . |
Pounds. | Value. Pounds. Value.'!'Pounds.|Value.Pounds. Valne. Pounds.: Value.
Blue-fish......... 6,400 $386 |o.ovieadianaann, 7,100 | $465 | .9 000 | $560 | 22,500 | 81,411
[ T T O S N EE T E 1Y DY R ] 11,000 716 | 11, 000 16
Channel baes or |
red-fish........ 220,324 113,182 |..eerniifinnenan. 232, 180 |16, 074 '228, 642 |13, 816 l 090,146 | 43,072
Crovalle......... 3, 000 160 [.eeenn.. . .. 2, 000 130 | 2,800 146 | 7,800 436
Croakers ........ 21, 854 1,270 {....... 21,050 | 1,287 | 7,520 457 | 61,024 3,014
Flounders ....... 38,730 | 2,207 |....... 24,120 | 1,405 | 47,654 | 8,071 | 110, 504 6,778
og-fish......... 3, 4, 340 312 | 2,400 165 9, 740 657
Jow-flsh ....co.oo booveiioidienannns .. I . 12, 000 815 | 12, 000 815
orch......coc.... 4,200 242 7 3,200 187 | 15,034 942
ke ..ouvnnn 9, 850 683 PP - 800 48 | 10, 650 631
Pompano 4, 250 283 6, 000 400 | 6,720 684 | 16, 970 1,267
allet...... 8, 000 410 §. 2, 600 162 | 22,160 | 1,270 | 82, 750 1, 838
ed snapper FUEOOON PSSR 464, 791 SRR AT Lo feennens 464,791 | 23,880
§heopsh0nd ...... 103,450 | 6,454 |........ ... 84,500 | 6,792 | 74,500 | 4,815 1 262,450 | 17,081
Spanishmackerel| 10, 540 735 |..... . l 8, 120 632 . 9,000 044 | 27,000 2,011
Striped bass .....| 2,000 120 {ooeenoloeet el | 2,000 140 4,000 260
Trout....... 296, 000 | 16, 865 i 151,645 | 0, 023 (188, 850 |11,098 * 636, 395 | 37,416
Other fis 2| 32,000 ] 1,920 C 3 PSR 12,400 | 693 , 63,5643 | 3,241
Turtles. 80,620 | 2,81 44,0615 | 2,685 | 28,000 | 1,860 , 153, 236 6, 801
TOITADING «oveenn|ennrresefoesesnss IUPORN SO SPRUE A 950 | 205 [ 950 206
Shrimp ....c..... 204,150 | 5,634 |. 9, 000 360 | 3,000 140 | 216, 150 6,184
Oysters.......... 410, 480 | 22,870 |.... 602, 084 (30,152 (217,000 | 9,765 |'1,220,564 | 62, 787
Total ...... 1,467,848 | 76,237 (483,034 | 24,008 |1,208,488 69, 382 (889, 586 (51, 380 4,047,856 | 221, 017

1 175,652 Lusbels,



